
The Flowers By Alice Walker 1

The Flowers By Alice Walker

The Flowers By Alice
Walker

Downloaded from
app.ardentx.com by

Harrison & Ari

AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE
FLOWERS BY ALICE WALKER:
LOSS OF INNOCENCE AMIDST
RACIAL VIOLENCE

Alice  Walker  is  a  literary  giant  whose
works have profoundly shaped American
literature,  and  her  short  story  The
Flowers By Alice Walker remains one
of  the  most  powerful  and  poignant
pieces  of  fiction  ever  written.  First
publ ished  in  1973  as  part  of  the
collection In Love & Trouble: Stories of
Black  Women,  this  brief  yet  masterful
nar rat ive  captures  a  s ingu lar ,
devastating  moment  of  transition  in  a
young  g i r l ’ s  l i f e .  I n  j u s t  a  f ew
paragraphs, Walker achieves what many
novelists cannot accomplish in hundreds
of  pages:  a  complete  and  shattering
portrait  of  lost  innocence.  This  article
delves  deeply  into  the  story’s  plot,
historical  context,  symbolism,  themes,
and lasting  literary  significance,  offering
a  comprehensive  guide  for  students,
educators, and casual readers alike.
The story of Myop, a ten-year-old African
American  girl  living  in  the  rural  post-
Reconstruction  South,  is  deceptively
simple.  Yet,  within  its  brevity,  The
Flowers By Alice Walker encapsulates
the  brutal  intersection  of  childhood
wonder and systemic American racism.
As  we  explore  the  layers  of  th is
narrative,  we will  uncover  how Walker
uses setting, character, and symbolism
to  craft  a  story  that  resonates  as

powerfu l ly  today  as  i t  d id  upon
publication. The narrative functions as a
rite  of  passage,  but  it  is  a  passage
marred by the ugly legacy of  lynching
and  racial  terror.  Understanding  this
story  requires  a  close  reading  of  its
language,  its  silence,  and  its  final,
haunting  image.

Overview and
Plot Summary of
The Flowers By
Alice Walker
Before diving into analysis, it is helpful to
revisit the narrative arc of the story. The
Flowers By Alice Walker  centers  on
Myop, a cheerful and curious ten-year-
old girl  who lives with her family in a
sharecropping cabin. The story begins on
a  bright,  idyllic  summer  day.  Myop  is
described as being full of energy and joy,
skipping  around  her  family’s  property,
exploring  the  woods,  and  gathering
flowers.  She  carries  a  stick,  tapping  the
ground  as  she  walks,  embodying  the
carefree nature of childhood.
Myop’s adventure takes her further from
home than usual.  She crosses a fence
into an area that is less familiar, an old
field that has been reclaimed by nature.
Here,  the mood begins to shift  subtly.
The air becomes damp and silent. Myop
continues her exploration, still gathering
flowers, including a pink rose. It is at this
point that she stumbles upon something
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shocking: the decaying body of a Black
man who  has  been  lynched.  The  text
reveals that the man had been hanged
from a tree, and the remains of a noose
are still visible around his neck. Near the
body,  Myop  finds  the  remnants  of  his
life: his clothes, his bones, and his teeth.
The  story  reaches  its  climax  as  Myop
lays  down  her  flowers.  The  final  line  of
the  story  is  devastating:  "And  the
summer  was  over."
The  story’s  power  lies  in  its  restraint.
Walker  does  not  dwell  on  the  gore.
Instead,  she  focuses  on  Myop’s  silent
realization.  The  flowers  she  has  been
collecting, symbols of her innocence and
joy,  are placed next  to  the body of  a
man who was murdered for the color of
his skin. The world, once full of light and
possibility, is now irrevocably shadowed
by the knowledge of racial violence.

Historical
Context: The
Shadow of
Lynching in the
American South
To  fully  appreciate  The  Flowers  By
Alice Walker, one must understand the
historical  context  of  lynching  in  the
United States. While the story does not
give a specific date,  the details  strongly
suggest it is set in the early to mid-20th
century, likely during the Jim Crow era.
This was a time when segregation was
legally enforced, and racial violence was
a  terrifyingly  common  tool  of  social
control.

The Post-Reconstruction Era:
After the Civil War, the promise of
Reconstruction was quickly
dismantled. Southern states
enacted "Black Codes" and Jim
Crow laws that stripped African
Americans of their rights.
Lynching as Terrorism:
Lynching was not simply murder; it
was a public, brutal form of
terrorism intended to intimidate
entire Black communities.
Thousands of African Americans
were lynched between the 1880s
and 1960s, often for minor
perceived transgressions or for no
reason at all.
The Sharecropping System:
Myop’s family lives in a
sharecropper cabin. This was a
system of agricultural labor that
trapped many Black families in a
cycle of debt and poverty,
essentially a continuation of the
economic exploitation of slavery.

Walker  sets  the  story  in  this  fraught
historical  landscape.  The  body  Myop
finds  is  not  named;  he  is  anonymous.
This  anonymity  is  intentional.  It
represents the countless victims of racial
violence whose names were forgotten,
whose  stories  were  never  told.  The
lynched  man  could  be  anyone—a
neighbor,  a  relative,  a  stranger.  His
presence in the woods is a reminder that
this violence was not an anomaly but a
grim feature of the Southern landscape.

Key Themes in
The Flowers By
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Alice Walker
The story  is  rich  with  thematic  depth.
While the narrative is short, the themes
it explores are vast and significant.

THE LOSS OF INNOCENCE

This is the most prominent theme in The
Flowers By Alice Walker. Myop begins
the story as a child, untouched by the
harsh realities  of  the adult  world.  She
sees beauty everywhere and feels safe
in her environment. The discovery of the
lynched body forces her to confront evil,
mortality,  and racism all  at  once.  The
final  line,  "And  the  summer  was  over,"
symbolizes the end of her childhood. It is
not just the end of a season; it is the end
of her innocence. She will never see the
world the same way again. This moment
of  realization  is  a  kind  of  death  in
itself—the  death  of  a  child’s  naive
worldview.

RACIAL VIOLENCE AND ITS LEGACY

The story confronts racial violence head-
on, but it does so through the eyes of a
child. This perspective makes the horror
even more profound. The violence is not
described graphically, but the details are
chilling: the noose, the bones, the teeth.
Walker does not allow the reader to look
away from the legacy of lynching. The
story suggests that this violence is not in
the  past;  it  is  present,  lurking  just
beyond  the  fence  of  childhood  safety.
The fact that Myop finds this body while
picking flowers underscores the idea that
terror  exists  alongside  beauty  in  the
Black experience.

THE INTERSECTION OF NATURE AND

VIOLENCE

Walker  masterfully  uses  the  natural
world  to  frame  the  story.  The  story
begins with lush, vibrant descriptions of
summer.  Myop  is  surrounded  by
life—growing  things,  singing  birds,
blooming  flowers.  The  woods  initially
represent  freedom  and  adventure.
However,  this  same  natural  world
contains  the  rott ing  corpse  of  a
murdered  man.  Nature,  which  seemed
benevolent, is revealed to be indifferent.
The  ground  that  nurtured  flowers  also
swallowed  the  bones  of  a  lynching
victim. This juxtaposition highlights the
cruelty that can exist within beauty.

SILENCE AND MEMORY

There is a profound silence at the heart
of The Flowers By Alice Walker. Myop
does not scream. She does not run home
crying.  She does not  tell  anyone what
she has found. She simply lays down her
flowers  and  walks  away.  This  silence  is
significant.  It  speaks  to  the  unspoken
trauma  that  generations  of  Black
Americans  carried.  It  also  reflects  the
societal  silence  around  lynching—a
crime that was often ignored or justified
by the wider white community. Myop’s
silence is not a sign of weakness; it is a
form  of  knowing.  She  now  carries  a
memory that will shape her entire life.

Symbolism in
The Flowers By
Alice Walker
The  story  is  dense  with  symbolism.
Every object  in  the narrative carries a
weight of meaning.
The Flowers: The most obvious symbol
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is  the  flowers  themselves.  They
represent childhood, beauty, innocence,
and the  transient  nature  of  joy.  Myop
gathers  them  throughout  the  story,
creating  a  bouquet  of  life  and  color.
When she lays  them down beside the
body of the lynched man, she is making
a  profound  gesture.  She  is  offering  a
tribute.  She is  also leaving behind her
innocence. The flowers, once symbols of
her  happiness,  become  symbols  of
mourning.
The Noose: The noose is a powerful and
terrifying  symbol  of  racial  violence.  It
represents  the  history  of  lynching  in
America. It is a symbol of hatred, fear,
and  the  ultimate  denial  of  justice.
Finding  the  noose  forces  Myop  to
confront  this  history  directly.  It  is  the
physical evidence of the crime.
The  Sharecropper  Cabin:  Myop’s
home  is  a  sharecropper  cabin,  which
symbolizes the economic oppression of
Black families in the South. It represents
a life of hard work, limited opportunity,
and systemic poverty. However, it is also
a place of safety and family for Myop.
When she leaves this familiar space, she
enters a more dangerous world.
The Fence:  Myop crosses  a  fence as
she  explores.  This  fence  symbolizes  a
boundary  between  safety  and  danger,
between childhood and the adult world,
between the known and the unknown.
Crossing it is a point of no return.
The  Man’s  Body:  The  body  of  the
lynched man is  a  symbol  of  countless
unnamed victims of racial terror. He is
described in  fragments—his  bones,  his
teeth,  his  clothes.  This  fragmentation
suggests how society has dehumanized
him. He is no longer a person but a piece
of  evidence,  a  remnant  of  a  crime.
Myop’s  act  of  placing  flowers  near  him
restores  a  touch  of  humanity  to  his

memory.

Literary Analysis:
Style and
Structure
Alice  Walker’s  writing  style  in  The
F l o w e r s  B y  A l i c e  W a l k e r  i s
deceptively  simple.  She  uses  short,
declarative  sentences  and  a  limited
vocabulary, mirroring the perspective of
a ten-year-old girl. This simplicity makes
the story accessible, but it also makes
the  final  revelation  more  shocking.  The
contrast  between  the  light,  lyrical
language of the beginning and the stark,
grim  language  of  the  conclusion  is
jarring  and  effective.
Point of View: The story is written in
the third person, but it is closely aligned
with Myop’s consciousness. We see the
world  through  her  eyes.  This  limited
perspective  means  that  the  reader
discovers the horror of the lynched body
at the same time Myop does. There is no
foreshadowing, no warning. The impact
is immediate and visceral.
Structure:  The story  follows a  classic
narrative arc. The exposition establishes
Myop’s character and setting. The rising
action involves her exploration and the
gathering  of  flowers.  The  climax  is  the
discovery of the body. The falling action
and resolution  are  condensed into  the
final  two  paragraphs,  where  Myop  lays
down her flowers and the summer ends.
The brevity of the resolution mirrors the
suddenness of her loss of innocence.
Imagery: Walker relies heavily on visual
and sensory imagery. The story begins
with images of light, color, and sound:
"the air was sweet," "the sun was hot,"
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"the  flowers  were  everywhere."  This
creates a mood of peace and joy. Later,
the imagery shifts  to  darkness,  decay,
and silence:  "the  air  was  damp,"  "the
silence was deep," "the rotted remains
of a noose." This shift in imagery mirrors
Myop’s internal shift from innocence to
knowledge.

The Significance
of the Title
The  tit le,  The  Flowers  By  Alice
Walker, is both literal and symbolic. On
the  literal  level,  flowers  are  a  central
object in the story. Myop spends the first
half of the narrative gathering them. On
the symbolic level, the flowers represent
the  fragile  beauty  of  childhood  and
innocence.  The  fact  that  the  story  is
titled  "The  Flowers"  rather  than  "The

Lynching" or "The Discovery" is telling.
Walker  chooses  to  focus  on  what  is
lost—the  innocent,  beautiful  part  of
Myop’s life. The title invites the reader to
consider  the  relationship  between
beauty and violence,  between life  and
death.  The  flowers  are  the  lens  through
which we view the tragedy.

Alice Walker’s
Broader Literary
Context
The Flowers By Alice Walker  fits into
a larger body of work that explores the
lives  of  Black  women  and  girls  in
America. Walker is best known for her
novel The Color Purple,  which won the
Pulitzer  Prize  and  the  National  Book
Award.


