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UNDERSTANDING THE IMM 5444
E APPLICATION FOR A
PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD

Navigating  the  immigration  process  in
Canada  involves  a  series  of  detailed
steps,  and  one  of  the  most  crucial
documents for new permanent residents
is  the  Permanent  Resident  Card.  The
Imm  5444  E  Application  for  a
Permanent  Resident  Card  is  the
official  form  used  to  apply  for  this
essential travel document. Whether you
are  a  newly  landed  immigrant  or  an
existing  cardholder  whose  card  is
expiring, understanding this form is vital.
This  article  provides  a  comprehensive
walkthrough  of  the  application,  offering
clarity  on  every  step,  from  eligibility
requirements to submission tips.
Your Permanent Resident Card is more
than just  a  piece of  plastic;  it  is  your
proof of status in Canada. It allows you
to  travel  internationally  and  return  to
Canada by commercial vehicle, such as a
plane, boat, train, or bus. Without a valid
card, re-entering Canada can become a
complicated  process.  Therefore,
mastering the Imm 5444 E application
is  a  key  part  of  your  journey  as  a
Canadian permanent resident.

WHO NEEDS TO FILE THE IMM
5444 E FORM?

The  Imm  5444  E  form  is  specifically

designed  for  several  categories  of
applicants. Knowing which category you
fall into will help you prepare the correct
supporting  documents  and  avoid
unnecessary delays. Generally, you must
complete  th is  form  i f  you  are  a
permanent resident of Canada and you
fall into one of the following groups:

New Permanent Residents: If
you have recently received your
Confirmation of Permanent
Residence (COPR) and have not
yet received your first PR card, you
must apply using this form.
Card Renewal: If your current
Permanent Resident Card is
expiring or has already expired,
you need to submit a new
application to renew it.
Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Card:
If your card has been lost, stolen,
or destroyed, you must report it
and then apply for a replacement
using this form.
Change of Name: If you have
legally changed your name since
receiving your last PR card, you
must apply for a new card
reflecting your updated name.
Card Never Received: If you
became a permanent resident
months ago but never received
your first card, you can use this
form to request a re-issuance.

It  is  important  to  note  that  children
under 18 years of age also require their
own separate applications. A parent or
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legal guardian must sign the application
on their behalf.

Eligibility
Requirements:
The Five-Year
Residency
Obligation
Before  you  begin  filling  out  the  Imm
5444 E application for a Permanent
Resident Card,  you must  ensure you
meet the Canadian residency obligation.
This  is  a  legal  requirement  that  all
permanent  residents  must  fulfill  to
maintain  their  status.  The core rule  is
that  you  must  have  been  physically
present in Canada for at least 730 days
(two years) within the past five years.
There are a few exceptions to this rule,
which may include:

Traveling with a Canadian citizen
spouse, common-law partner, or
parent.
Working overseas for a Canadian
business or the public service.
Accompanying a permanent
resident spouse or common-law
partner who is working overseas
for a Canadian company.

I f  you  do  not  meet  the  730-day
requirement,  your  application  may  be
refused,  and  you  could  lose  your
permanent resident status. It is strongly
recommended  that  you  calculate  your
days  of  presence  carefully  before
submitting the Imm 5444 E form. You
can use the physical presence calculator
provided by Immigration, Refugees and

Citizenship Canada (IRCC) to assist with
this.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
COMPLETING THE IMM 5444 E

Filling out the Imm 5444 E application
for  a  Permanent  Resident  Card
requires attention to detail. Mistakes or
missing  information  can  lead  to
processing delays or outright rejection.
Here is a breakdown of each section of
the form.

Section A:
Personal Details
This  section  requires  your  full  legal
name, date of birth, gender, and country
of birth. It is critical that this information
matches  your  passport  and  other
immigration  documents  exactly.  If  you
have a  hyphen,  accent,  or  a  space in
your name, include it precisely as shown
on your official  documents. You will  also
provide your current residential address
and  your  mailing  address  if  it  differs
from your home address. IRCC will send
your  new card  to  the  mailing  address
you provide, so ensure it is reliable.

Section B:
Immigration
History
Here, you will provide details about your
most  recent  landing  in  Canada.  This
includes  the  date  you  became  a
permanent  resident,  the  last  Port  of
Entry (POE) you used, and your Unique
Client  Identifier  (UCI)  number.  Your  UCI
is an eight- or ten-digit number found on
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your COPR or previous PR card. You will
also  list  all  of  the  countries  you have
visited  or  lived  in  during  the  past  five
years.  Be  as  accurate  as  possible
regarding  dates  and  durations.

Section C:
Residency
Obligation
This is the most important part of  the
Imm 5444 E form. You must account for
every day of the past five years. You will
l ist  your  absences  from  Canada,
including the reason for  each trip.  For
extended  absences,  you  may  need  to
provide  additional  proof,  such  as
employment  records  or  schoo l
transcripts.  If  you  are  applying  for  a
renewal, you must demonstrate that you
have met the 730-day physical presence
requirement.

Section D:
Additional
Information
This section asks questions about your
cr imina l  h is tory ,  any  prev ious
immigration  applications,  and  whether
you  have  ever  been  asked  to  leave
Canada. Answer all questions truthfully.
Providing false information on the Imm
5444 E application for a Permanent
Res ident  Card  i s  cons ide red
misrepresentation  and  can  result  in  a
five-year ban from entering Canada.

REQUIRED SUPPORTING

DOCUMENTS

A complete application package is more
than just  the Imm 5444 E  form.  You
must  include  several  supporting
documents  to  prove  your  identity  and
residency.  Failing  to  include  these
documents is one of the most common
reasons for application returns.

Photocopies of your current PR1.
card (both sides): Only required
if you are renewing or replacing an
existing card.
Two identical passport-sized2.
photos: These must meet IRCC's
strict photo specifications. Photos
that are too small, too large, or
taken in poor lighting will be
rejected.
Photocopy of your valid3.
passport or travel document:
This must include all pages
containing your photo, personal
details, and any entry/exit stamps
from the past five years.
Proof of residency: This can4.
include pay stubs, tax
assessments (Notice of
Assessment from the Canada
Revenue Agency), rental
agreements, utility bills, or school
records. These documents help
prove that you physically lived in
Canada.
Additional documents for5.
specific situations: If you were
outside of Canada for an extended
period due to employment or
family reasons, you may need a
letter from your employer or proof
of your family member's status in
Canada.



4

4 Imm 5444 E Application For A Permanent Resident Card 2025-02-26

Photo
Specifications: A

Common Pitfall
Many applications are delayed because
of improper photos. The photos must be
50 mm wide by 70 mm high. The face
must  be  centered,  with  the  head
measuring between 31 mm and 36 mm
from  chin  to  crown.  The  background
must be plain white or light gray. Do not
wear glasses unless they are a medical
necessity, and ensure the photo is not
edited  or  filtered.  Write  the  studio's
name, address, and the date the photo
was taken on the back of one photo. The
photographer's stamp is required.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR IMM 5444
E APPLICATION

Once  you  have  completed  the  Imm
5444 E application for a Permanent
Resident  Card  and  gathered  al l
supporting  documents,  you  have  two
submission options,  though the default
method has changed in recent years.
Option 1: Application by Mail
Until recently, most PR card applications
were  submitted  through  a  physical
application  by  mail.  You  would  place
your  Imm 5444  E  form,  photos,  and
documents  in  a  secure  envelope  and
send it to the Case Processing Centre in
Sydney, Nova Scotia. However, IRCC has
been transitioning to a digital system.
Option 2: Online Application via the
PR Portal
As  of  recent  updates,  most  new
permanent residents and applicants for
card renewal  are  now required to  use
the Permanent Resident Portal. This is a

secure  online  platform where  you  can
upload your Imm 5444 E form, pay your
fees,  and submit  your photos digitally.
This  method  is  generally  faster  and
provides better tracking. You will receive
an  invitation  to  the  portal  after  your
landing  interview,  or  you  can  request
access if you are renewing.
It  is  vital  to  check  the  official  IRCC
website  to  confirm  which  method  is
currently  active.  Using  the  wrong
method could result in your application
being returned unprocessed.

PROCESSING TIMES AND FEES

Patience is a virtue when dealing with PR
card  applications.  The  processing  time
for  a  new  or  renewed  Permanent
Resident  Card  is  typically  between  60
and  100  days,  though  this  can  vary
based on the complexity of your file and
the  current  volume  of  applications.
Replacing a lost or stolen card may take
longer  due  to  the  additional  security
checks involved.
The  current  processing  fee  for  a
Permanent Resident Card application is
$50  CAD.  This  fee  is  non-refundable,
even if your application is refused. You
can  pay  online  through  the  IRCC  official
payment portal.  You will  need to print
the  receipt  and  include  it  with  your
application  (or  upload  it  if  applying
online).

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

T o  e n s u r e  y o u r  I m m  5 4 4 4  E
application  for  a  Permanent
Resident  Card  proceeds  smoothly,
avoid  these  common  errors:

Using an outdated form: Always
download the latest version of the
Imm 5444 E from the IRCC
website. Using an old version will
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result in an automatic return.
Incomplete information: Do not
leave any fields blank. If a section
does not apply to you, write "N/A"
(Not Applicable).
Incorrect dates: Double-check
your travel dates against your
passport stamps. A discrepancy of
even one day can raise red flags.
Missing signatures: The Imm
5444 E form must be signed and
dated. If you are applying for a
child, both parents or legal
guardians must sign the parent
consent section.
Insufficient residency proof: Do
not rely solely on photocopies of
your passport. Include tax
documents and employment
records to build a strong case for
your physical presence in Canada.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOU
APPLY?

After  you  submit  your  Imm  5444  E
appl icat ion,  you  wi l l  receive  an
acknowledgment  of  receipt  from IRCC.
This may come by email or regular mail,
depending on your submission method.
If  your  application  is  complete,  it  will
enter  the  queue  for  processing.  An

officer  will  review  your  documents  and
verify your residency obligation. In some
cases, you may be asked to attend an
interview  or  provide  fingerprints  for  a
background  check.
If your application is approved, your new
Permanent Resident Card will be mailed
to  the  address  you  provided.  If  it  is
refused,  you  wil l  receive  a  letter
explaining  the  reasons,  and  you  may
have the option to appeal the decision.

CONCLUSION

S u b m i t t i n g  t h e  I m m  5 4 4 4  E
application  for  a  Permanent
Resident  Card  is  a  significant  step  in
securing your future in Canada. It  is a
document that  proves your status and
grants  you  the  freedom  to  travel.  By
understanding  the  requirements,
gathering  the  correct  documents,  and
filling  out  the  form  accurately,  you  can
save yourself time, money, and stress.
Always refer  to  the official  IRCC website
for the most current guidelines, and do
not hesitate to seek professional advice
if your situation is complex. A valid PR
card is your key to feeling truly at home
in  Canada,  and  a  wel l -prepared
application  is  the  first  step  toward
obtaining  it.


