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Imagine opening a book and finding a world where everyday objects transform into something
entirely different—where a pile of coins becomes a dragon’s scales, and a collection of buttons turns
into the eyes of an owl. This is the enchanting experience offered by the Look Alikes Book series, a
beloved collection of picture puzzles that have captivated children and adults alike for decades.
Created by the ingenious Joan Steiner, these books are not just about reading; they are an invitation
to see the familiar in a fresh, imaginative light. Whether you are a parent seeking a screen-free
activity, a teacher looking for a tool to sharpen observation skills, or simply someone who loves a
good visual puzzle, the Look Alikes Book phenomenon promises hours of delight and discovery.

In this article, we will explore what makes the Look Alikes Book so special, how it stimulates the
brain, and why it remains a timeless classic in children’s literature. We'll also delve into the creative
process behind the scenes, practical ways to use the books for learning, and where to find them
today. By the end, you will understand why the Look Alikes Book series is far more than a
novelty—it is a masterpiece of creativity and education.

WHAT IS A LOOK ALIKES BOOK?

The term Look Alikes Book refers primarily to the award-winning series by Joan Steiner, published
by Little, Brown and Company. Each page of a Look Alikes Book features a stunning, life-like
photograph of a scene—such as a bustling city street, a cozy kitchen, or a whimsical amusement
park—that is entirely constructed from ordinary objects. The magic lies in the fact that the scene is
not what it seems. A Look Alikes Book challenges readers to identify what everyday items have
been used to create the larger picture. For example, a radiator in a room might be built from
stacked crackers, or the trees in a forest might be made of broccoli and parsley stems.

The series includes titles like Look-Alikes (the original), Look-Alikes Around the World, Look-
Alikes Christmas, and Look-Alikes Jr. for younger readers. Each book offers a rich visual feast
with detailed photographs that reward careful inspection. The Look Alikes Book concept is simple
yet endlessly engaging: every image is a treasure hunt where the reader must distinguish between
the scene itself and the camouflaged objects that compose it.

The Creative Genius Behind the Series

Joan Steiner, the author and photographer, spent years perfecting the art of “transformation”
photography. A Look Alikes Book is not created through digital manipulation; instead, Steiner
manually arranged thousands of real objects—from pasta shells to shoelaces, from paper clips to
pretzels—to construct each two- and three-dimensional diorama. This painstaking process often took
months per scene. The result is a tactile, analog marvel that feels more like a sculpture gallery than
a traditional book. Steiner’s background in sculpture and design is evident in every photograph,
making each Look Alikes Book a genuine work of art.

WHY THE LOOK ALIKES BOOK CAPTIVATES READERS

The enduring popularity of the Look Alikes Book series can be attributed to several unique
qualities that appeal to both children and adults.

1. Visual Puzzle Solving

At its core, a Look Alikes Book is a series of puzzles. Unlike standard “spot the difference” books,
however, these puzzles require you to identify the components that make up a coherent scene. This
process engages the brain’s pattern-recognition centers and encourages flexible thinking. Readers
quickly learn that the overall image is a “look-alike” of something familiar, but the components are
deceptive. It is a form of visual literacy that strengthens observation and concentration.

2. Encouragement of Slow, Mindful
Reading

In an age of quick-scrolling screens, the Look Alikes Book demands a slower pace. Each page
invites the reader to pause, study, and explore. This meditative quality is rare in modern media and
helps develop patience and attention to detail. Many parents report that their children will spend 20
minutes or more on a single Look Alikes Book page, a testament to its immersive power.


https://app.ardentx.com/

3. A Bridge Between Ages

The Look Alikes Book is unique in that it genuinely appeals across generations. Young children
enjoy the thrill of pointing out objects they recognize; older children and adults can appreciate the
cleverness of the constructions and the humor in unexpected pairings. Grandparents and
grandchildren often find themselves equally engaged in a Look Alikes Book, making it a wonderful
shared activity.

4. Unlimited Replay Value

Because the photographs are so dense with detail, a Look Alikes Book never feels stale. Even after
multiple readings, new objects can be discovered. This longevity makes the series an excellent
investment for libraries and home bookshelves.

EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS OF THE LOOK ALIKES BOOK

Teachers and homeschooling parents have long recognized the Look Alikes Book as a powerful
educational tool. Here are some of the key developmental areas it supports:

¢ Attention to Detail: Each page requires focused observation. This skill translates directly to
reading comprehension and scientific inquiry.

e Vocabulary Development: As children name the objects they see—pliers, raisins, corks,
tweezers—they expand their vocabulary and learn descriptive language.

e Critical Thinking: Figuring out how an object can be used to represent something else
fosters analogical thinking and creativity.

e Spatial Reasoning: Understanding how small objects fit together to form a larger whole
improves spatial intelligence.

e Artistic Appreciation: Seeing everyday materials repurposed into art inspires children to
create their own look-alike collages or constructions.

A Look Alikes Book can also be a springboard for writing prompts, math lessons (counting objects),
and even science discussions about materials and textures.

HOW TO USE A LOOK ALIKES BOOK AT HOME OR IN THE CLASSROOM

Getting the most out of a Look Alikes Book is easy. Here are some practical strategies:

1. Play “l Spy”: Take turns with your child naming an object and asking them to find it in the
scene. Alternatively, ask them to find something that is not what it appears to be.
2. Create a Competition: Who can find the most hidden objects in five minutes? This works

well for a classroom or family game night.

3. Write Stories: Have children write a short story about the scene depicted in a Look Alikes
Book page. Encourage them to include the hidden objects as characters or props.

4. Build Your Own Look-Alike: Challenge kids to gather small household items and create a
miniature scene—a park made from cotton balls and twigs, for example. Then photograph it
and compare to the Look Alikes Book photographs.

5. Use as a Calming Activity: The concentration needed to study a Look Alikes Book page
makes it an excellent tool for mindfulness and relaxation.

WHERE TO FIND LOOK ALIKES BOOKS

The original Look Alikes Book series is still widely available. You can find new copies through major
retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and independent bookstores. The books have also been
reprinted in paperback and board book formats. Additionally, many public libraries carry the series.
If you prefer digital, some titles are available as e-books, though the physical experience of turning
pages and exploring high-resolution photographs is highly recommended.

For those who collect rare or out-of-print editions, the first Look Alikes Book (1999) can sometimes
be found in used bookstores or online marketplaces. Joan Steiner’s work continues to inspire a new
generation of artists and puzzle enthusiasts.

THE LEGACY OF JOAN STEINER AND THE LOOK ALIKES BOOK

Sadly, Joan Steiner passed away in 2013, but her creative legacy lives on through the Look Alikes
Book series. Her books have won numerous awards, including the prestigious Oppenheim Toy
Portfolio Platinum Award and Parents’ Choice Gold Award. They have been translated into
multiple languages and remain a staple in children’s book collections worldwide.

What makes the Look Alikes Book truly timeless is its celebration of imagination. Steiner saw the
extraordinary within the ordinary, and she shared that vision with readers of all ages. In a world that
often prioritizes speed over observation, her books remind us to slow down and look closer.

FINAL REFLECTIONS

In summary, the Look Alikes Book is far more than a puzzle collection. It is a gateway to creativity,
a tool for cognitive development, and a source of pure, joyful curiosity. Whether you are a long-time
fan or discovering it for the first time, opening a Look Alikes Book is like stepping into a world
where anything can be anything—if you only take the time to see it.

The next time you pick up a Look Alikes Book, challenge yourself to find at least ten objects that
are not what they seem. You may be amazed at how the ordinary can be transformed into the
extraordinary.
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