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INTRODUCTION: READING THE
OMENS OF OUR TIME

The phrase Signs Preceding The End
Of  The  World  evokes  a  deep  and
almost primal curiosity. It is a title that
resonates far beyond its literary origins,
tapping  into  a  universal  human
preoccupation with endings, transitions,
and the subtle clues that precede great
change .  Fo r  many ,  the  phrase
immediately calls to mind the acclaimed
2009  novella  by  Mexican  author  Yuri
Herrera.  In  that  powerful  work,  the
"signs" are not apocalyptic horsemen or
celestial  portents,  but  rather  the
intimate,  l inguistic,  and  cultural
dislocations  experienced  by  a  woman
named  Makina  as  she  journeys  from
Mexico into the United States.  Herrera
masterful ly  uses  a  mythological
framework to explore the very real and
tangible  borders  of  language,  identity,
and existence.
However,  the  concept  of  looking  for
signs  preceding  a  grand  finale  is  not  a
modern invention. It is as old as human
civilization  itself.  From  the  ancient
Mayan  calendar  to  the  prophecies  of
Nostradamus,  f rom  the  Book  of
Revelation  to  modern  climate  science,
humanity  has  consistently  sought  to
interpret the present moment for clues
about what lies ahead. This article will
explore the multifaceted nature of these

"signs,"  examining  them  through  the
lenses  of  l i terature,  mythology,
environmental  science,  societal  shifts,
and  personal  transformation.  We  will
move beyond the literal interpretation of
an "end" to understand that often, Signs
Preceding The End Of The World are
a c t u a l l y  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a
metamorphosis—the death of an old era
and the painful, uncertain birth of a new
one.

PART I: LITERARY AND
MYTHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS

The Power of
Myth in Yuri
Herrera's Work
Yuri Herrera's novella provides perhaps
the  most  potent  contemporary
framework  for  understanding  this
concept. The narrative is steeped in the
imagery  of  the  Aztec  underworld,
Mictlan.  Makina's  journey  north  is  not
just a geographical trek; it is a descent
into  a  different  kind  of  hell,  a  liminal
space where language breaks down and
identities are stripped away. The signs in
this  story  are  deeply  personal  and
symbolic.  A  dog  that  appears  at  a
riverbank, a man with a hole in his head,
the  steady  erosion  of  one's  native
tongue—these are the quiet, devastating
indicators of a world ending, not with a
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b a n g ,  b u t  w i t h  a  w h i s p e r e d
displacement.
Herrera’s genius lies in showing us that
the end of the world is not a single event
but a subjective experience. For Makina,
the world she knows—the world of her
mother,  her  town,  her  language—truly
ends the moment she crosses a border
that was drawn on a map someone else
made. The Signs Preceding The End
Of  The  World  are  therefore  often
invisible to those not  experiencing the
convu l s i on .  They  a re  found  in
bureaucratic  paperwork,  in  a  passport
stamp,  in  the  silence  that  follows  a
mispronounced  word.  This  perspective
forces us to consider that for millions of
people—migrants,  refugees,  the
displaced—the  end  of  their  world  is  a
daily reality, preceded by signs that are
ignored or misunderstood by the wider
world.

Eschatological
Echoes Across
Cultures
The search for signs is deeply embedded
in our religious and mythological DNA. In
the  Christian  tradition,  the  Book  of
Revelat ion  l is ts  wars,  famines,
pestilence,  and  false  prophets  as  the
precursors to the Apocalypse. In Norse
mythology,  the  Fimbulwinter—a  three-
year  winter  of  endless  cold  and
darkness—is  the  great  sign  that
Ragnarök,  the  death  of  the  gods,  is
imminent.  Hindu  cosmology  speaks  of
the Kali Yuga, an age of darkness, moral
decay,  and  societal  collapse  that
p recedes  the  des t ruc t i on  and
subsequent recreation of the universe.

What is fascinating about these diverse
traditions  is  their  common thread:  the
signs are not usually extraordinary in a
fantastical  sense,  but  rather  represent
an  intensification  and  corruption  of  the
ordinary. War becomes total war. Famine
becomes  systemic.  Winter  becomes
eternal. This pattern helps us recognize
that the "signs" we might look for today
are not likely to be dragons in the sky,
but rather the hyper-intensified versions
of  problems  we  already  face.  Is  the
constant stream of global conflict a sign?
Is  the  growing  political  polarization  a
sign?  Is  the  normalization  of  record-
breaking heat  a sign? These traditions
suggest that the signs are already here,
woven into the fabric of our daily news.

PART II: CONTEMPORARY SIGNS
IN THE NATURAL WORLD

The Language of
a Changing
Climate
Perhaps  the  most  tang ib le  and
scientifically  verifiable  set  of  Signs
Preceding The End Of The World—or
at least the end of the world as we have
known it  for  the past  10,000 years  of
stable  climate—comes  from  the  Earth
itself. Scientists do not use mythological
language, but their data tells a story of
profound systemic change. The signs are
overwhelming:

Unprecedented Heat: Every
year for the last decade has been
among the hottest on record. The
oceans, which absorb the vast
majority of the Earth's excess
heat, are warming at an alarming
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rate, causing coral bleaching and
disrupting marine ecosystems.
Melting Cryosphere: Glaciers in
the Himalayas, the Andes, and the
Alps are retreating at rates that
were considered worst-case
scenarios just a decade ago. The
Arctic sea ice, a crucial regulator
of global temperature, is thinning
and shrinking.
Extreme Weather Events:
Hurricanes are becoming more
intense and carrying more water.
Wildfires are burning with greater
frequency and ferocity, turning
entire towns to ash. Floods of a
scale seen only once a century are
occurring every few years.
Biodiversity Collapse: Scientists
speak of a sixth mass extinction,
with species disappearing at a rate
hundreds to thousands of times
higher than the natural
background rate. The silent spring
is no longer a metaphor; it is a
potential reality.

These are not vague portents. They are
measurable, observable phenomena. For
climate scientists and activists, these are
t h e  " s i g n s "  s c r e a m i n g  f o r  a
transformative  response  before  the
system tips into a new, less hospitable
state.  The  end  of  the  world  in  this
context  is  not  the  destruction  of  the
planet,  but  the  end  of  the  Holocene
epoch—the stable climate that allowed
human civilization to flourish.

Pandemics as
Biological Omens
The COVID-19 pandemic offered a stark,
modern lesson in how quickly the world
can  end  and  be  reborn.  The  signs

preceding  it  were  there:  deforestation
pushing humans into closer contact with
wildlife,  the  rampant  trade  in  exotic
animals,  and the growing incidence of
zoonotic  diseases  (Ebola,  SARS,  MERS,
Nipah).  These  were  warnings  that  the
globalized,  interconnected  system  was
vulnerable to a microscopic threat.
The pandemic was a dress rehearsal for
a more chaotic future. It demonstrated
both the fragility  of  our  supply  chains
and  the  res i l ience  of  our  soc ia l
connections. It showed how a biological
event could shutter economies, rewrite
social  norms,  and  challenge  our  most
fundamental  assumptions  about  daily
life. For many, the lockdowns felt like an
apocalyptic interlude—a taste of the end
of the world. The signs that preceded it
were there for those who knew where to
look, a grim reminder that nature has its
own languages for signaling its distress.

PART III: SOCIETAL AND
TECHNOLOGICAL FRACTURES

The Erosion of
Shared Reality
One of the most disorienting signs of our
time  is  the  breakdown  of  a  shared,
factual  reality.  We  live  in  an  era  of
information  overload  and  tailored
narratives.  The  same  event  can  be
reported  by  a  dozen  different  outlets,
each with its own spin, serving a specific
demographic.  We  curate  our  "news
feeds" to reflect our biases. The result is
a fragmented public square where it is
increasingly  difficult  to  agree  on  even
basic  facts.
T h i s  e r o s i o n  o f  t r u s t  i n
ins t i tu t i ons—med ia ,  sc ience ,
government,  democracy  itself—is  a
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profound sign. It creates a void that is
often  filled  with  conspiracy  theories,
charismatic  strongmen,  and  tribalism.
When we cannot agree on the diagnosis,
we  cannot  find  a  cure.  The  sign  here  is
not a single event,  but a slow, steady
decay of the connective tissue that holds
societies together. It is the silence after
a  political  argument  with  a  family
member, the algorithm that shows you
only what you want to see,  the deep,
gnawing feeling that we are all living in
different worlds.

Technological
Singularity or
Servitude?
Artificial  intelligence  presents  another
complex  horizon  of  signs.  The  rapid
advancement  of  generative  AI,  which
can create text, images, and even videos
indistinguishable from human output, is
a profound shift. Is it a sign of a utopian
future of abundance and creativity, or a
dystopian  end  of  meaningful  work,
human  connection,  and  truth?
The signs preceding this potential end of
the world (of work, of privacy, of human
agency)  are  already  visible:  the  gig
economy, the erosion of job security, the
use  of  algorithms  to  make  hiring  and
sentencing decisions, the deepfakes that
blur  the  l ine  between  reality  and
fabrication. The question is not whether
technology  will  change  the  world;  it
already has. The question is whether we
are  reading  the  signs  correctly  and
acting with wisdom. The integration of AI
into our lives is a quiet, powerful force
that  could  lead to  the end of  human-
centric decision-making. The signs are in
the fine print of our Terms of Service, in

the subtle  nudges of  our  social  media
feeds,  and  in  the  growing  hum  of
automated systems that run the world.

PART IV: THE PERSONAL AND
THE MICROCOSMIC

The End of a
World Within
It  is essential to remember that Signs
Preceding The End Of The World are
not  only  global  phenomena.  They  are
also  deeply  personal.  The  end  of  a
relationship, the death of a loved one, a
major health diagnosis, or the loss of a
career—these are personal apocalypses.
For the individual undergoing them, the
world truly does end. A future that was
once  certain  is  now gone.  An  identity
that was stable is now in flux.
The  signs  preceding  such  personal
endings are often subtle and painful: the
change in a partner's tone of voice, the
growing  distance  in  a  friendship,  the
persistent feeling of meaninglessness at
work, the first ache that signals a deeper
illness.  These  are  the  quiet,  intimate
signs  that  a  chapter  of  life  is  closing.
Learning to read these personal signs is
a crucial life skill. It allows us to prepare,
to  grieve,  and  to  eventually  find  our
footing  in  the  new world  that  follows.
Recognizing  a  personal  "end  of  the
world"  can  be  the  first  step  toward  a
profound  personal  transformation.

Social
Disconnection as
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a Quiet Omen
The rise of loneliness as a public health
crisis is another powerful, yet quiet, sign.
We have more tools for connection than
ever  before,  yet  rates  of  depression,
anxiety,  and  reported  loneliness  are
skyrocketing.  The  breakdown  of  local
communities, the decline of third spaces
(places that are neither home nor work,
like  churches,  clubs,  and  community
centers),  and  the  rise  of  screen-
mediated interaction are signs that the
social world is ending for many.
This is not a dramatic collapse but a slow
withdrawal. It is the neighbor you never
meet,  the  family  dinner  replaced  by
separate screens, the friend whose only
contact  is  a  "like"  on  a  photo.  This
erosion of deep, physical, communal ties
is  a  sign  that  the  human  world  is
becoming  thinner,  colder,  and  more
fragile. When a true crisis hits, it is these
social bonds that provide resilience. The
weakening of these bonds is a sign that
we are less prepared for the challenges
ahead, whatever they may be.

CONCLUSION: NAVIGATING THE
END(S)

So, what do we do with all these signs?
The overwhelming nature of the global
challenges—climate  change,  political
instability, technological disruption—can

lead to paralysis or despair. It is easy to
feel  like  passengers  on  a  ship  that  is
slowly  taking  on  water,  watching  the
Signs  Preceding  The  End  Of  The
World gather on the horizon.
Yet,  the  very  act  of  looking  for  and
interpreting  these  signs  is  an  act  of
agency. To see a sign is to acknowledge
a truth. To name a problem is to begin to
solve it. The concept of the "end of the
world" is rarely literal; it is more often
about the end of a worldview, an era, or
a system. The end of the world as we
have  known  i t  i s  not  the  end  o f
everything.  It  is  the  threshold  to
something  else.
The most essential sign of all might be
our response. Will we respond with fear,
denial, and withdrawal? Or can we read
t h e  o m i n o u s  s i g n s  a s  c a l l s  t o
transformation?  The  environmental
crises demand a new relationship with
the planet. The social fractures demand
a new commitment  to  community  and
truth.  The personal  endings demand a
new capacity for growth and resilience.
The signs are not merely warnings of an
ending;  they  are  also  the  first  whispers
of  a potential  beginning.  They are the
cracks in  the old  world  through which
the  light  of  a  new  one  might  enter.
Recognizing them is the first step toward
choosing that new world—not with blind
optimism,  but  with  the  clear-eyed
courage  of  those  who  have  seen


