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UNLOCKING THE
THRILLS: A DEEP
DIVE INTO ESCAPE
ROOM BY MAREN
STOFFELS

I n  t h e  c r o w d e d
landscape  of  young
adult  thri l lers,  few
nove ls  manage  to
blend  high-stakes
s u s p e n s e  w i t h  a
genuinely  relatable
premise  as  effectively
as  Escape  Room  by
Maren  Stoffels.
Originally  published  in
D u t c h  a n d  l a t e r
translated into English,
this gripping story has

captured the attention
of  readers  worldwide.
At  its  core,  the  novel
taps  into  a  universal
f e a r :  w h a t  i f  t h e
immersive,  trend-
setting game you love
turned into a trap you
could not  escape? For
anyone  fascinated  by
the  real-life  escape
room  phenomenon  or
simply  looking  for  a
f a s t - p a c e d
psychological  thriller,
Escape Room Maren
Stoffels  delivers  an
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
experience. This article
will explore the novel's
plot, its characters, the
themes it tackles, and
why  it  has  become a
must-read  for  fans  of
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the genre.

What is
Escape
Room by
Maren
Stoffels
About?
The  story  follows  four
t e e n a g e r s — A l i s s a ,
M i l e s ,  S k y ,  a n d
Mint—who  are  invited
to  part ic ipate  in  a
special  escape  room
event.  The  premise
sounds  like  a  dream:
an  exclusive,  highly
advanced escape room
d e s i g n e d  b y  a
mysterious creator. But
the excitement quickly
turns  to  dread  when
the  group  discovers
that this is no ordinary

game. The puzzles are
not  just  challenging;
they  are  twisted.  And
the stakes are deadly.
As the clock ticks, the
four protagonists must
confront  not  only  the
room's  traps  but  also
their  own  deepest
secrets and fears. The
c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n
becomes:  wil l  they
escape with their lives,
o r  w i l l  t h e  r o o m
become their tomb?

The
Author
Behind
the
Escape
Room
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Novel:
Maren

Stoffels
Maren  Stoffels  is  a
ce lebrated  Dutch
author  known  for  her
ability  to  write  tense,
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
thr i l le rs  a imed  at
young  adul ts .  Her
works  often  explore
dark  psychological
t e r r a i n ,  y e t  t h e y
remain accessible to a
teenage  audience.
With  Escape  Room,
Stoffels  cleverly
capitalizes on the real-
world  popularity  of
e s c a p e  r o o m
games—an  activity
that  exploded  in  the
2 0 1 0 s .  S h e
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
appeal:  the adrenaline
of  solv ing  puzzles
under  pressure,  the
cooperat ive  team

dynamics,  and  the
immersive  storytelling.
By  turning  that  fun
concept  into  a  life-or-
death  scenario,  she
creates  a  novel  that
feels both current and
t imeless.  Readers
familiar  with  other
works  by  Stoffels  will
r e c o g n i z e  h e r
signature  style:  short
chapters,  multiple
perspectives,  and  a
relentless  pace  that
makes the book nearly
imposs ib le  to  put
down.

Key
Character
s in
Escape
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Room
Maren

Stoffels
One of the strengths of
Escape  Room  is  its
wel l -drawn  cast  of
cha rac te r s .  Each
teenager  br ings  a
unique perspective and
a  hidden  vulnerability
to the story:

Alissa – The
pragmatic and
determined
leader of the
group. She is
often the one
trying to keep
everyone
focused on the
tasks at hand.
Miles – A
charismatic but
troubled young
man who hides a
painful past
behind a

confident facade.
Sky – Quiet,
observant, and
deeply intuitive.
Sky sees things
the others miss,
but her
introversion
sometimes
leaves her
overlooked.
Mint – The
youngest and
most impulsive
of the four. Mint
struggles with
anxiety and often
acts before
thinking, which
escalates the
tension.

By  rotating  between
these  perspectives,
Stoffels  builds
suspense  masterfully.
Readers  get  insight
into  each  character's
thought  p rocess ,
making  the  peril  feel
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
personal.  The isolation
of  the  escape  room
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environment  forces
these four strangers to
r e l y  o n  o n e
another—or  to  turn
against  each  other
when  trust  breaks
down.

Themes
Explored
in the
Novel
Beyond  the  surface-
level  thrills,  Escape
Room Maren Stoffels
delves  into  deeper
themes  that  resonate
w i t h  y o u n g  a d u l t
readers:

TRUST AND
BETRAYAL

The pressure cooker of
t h e  e s c a p e  r o o m
magnifies  every
interaction.  Characters

must  decide  whom to
trust ,  and  secrets
inevitably  surface.
Stoffels  examines  how
quickly  alliances  can
shift when survival is at
stake.

MENTAL HEALTH
AND VULNERABILITY

E a c h  c h a r a c t e r
grapples with personal
d e m o n s — a n x i e t y ,
grief, trauma, or social
isolation.  The  novel
does  not  treat  these
issues  lightly;  instead,
they  become  integral
to the plot. The escape
r o o m  b e c o m e s  a
m e t a p h o r  f o r
confronting  one's  own
mind.

TECHNOLOGY AND
IMMERSION

Stoffels  also  critiques
our  obsession  with
i m m e r s i v e
experiences. The game
designer  in  the  story
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uses cutting-edge tech
to  manipulate  the
participants,  raising
questions  about  the
ethics of entertainment
t h a t  p u s h e s
boundaries.

IDENTITY AND SELF-
DISCOVERY

Under extreme duress,
the  characters  are
forced to confront who
they  really  are.  The
masks  they  wear  in
d a i l y  l i f e  c r a c k ,
r e v e a l i n g  t r u e
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.

Why
Escape
Room
Maren

Stoffels
Stands
Out
Among
Young
Adult
Thrillers
The young adult thriller
genre is saturated with
dystopian  worlds  and
supernatural elements.
What  makes  Escape
Room refreshing is its
grounding  in  reality.
While  the  premise  is
h e i g h t e n e d ,  i t  i s
entirely  plausible.
Readers  can  imagine
themselves  in  that
claustrophobic  space,
t r y i n g  t o  d e c o d e
riddles  with  a  ticking
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clock  and  a  hidden
menace.  Additionally,
t h e  p a c i n g  i s
relentless.  From  the
first  chapter,  the  story
never  lets  up.  Stoffels
uses  short,  punchy
chapters—often  just
t w o  o r  t h r e e
pages—that  end  on
cliffhangers.  This
structure  mimics  the
countdown  of  a  real
escape  room  timer,
k e e p i n g  r e a d e r s
t u r n i n g  p a g e s
breathlessly.
Another  factor  in  the
book's  success  is  its
international  appeal.
Although  originally
written  for  a  Dutch
audience, the universal
t h e m e s  o f  f e a r ,
friendship, and survival
translate  seamlessly.
The  novel  has  been
published  in  multiple
languages  and  has
g a r n e r e d  s t r o n g
reviews  on  platforms
like  Goodreads  and

Amazon. Many readers
specifically  search  for
Escape Room Maren
Stoffels  after  enjoying
o t h e r  p o p u l a r  Y A
thrillers like One of Us
I s  L y i n g  o r  T h e
Inheritance  Games .

Comparin
g the
Book to
Real-Life
Escape
Room
Games
Fans  of  actual  escape
room  experiences  will
find a lot to love in this
novel.  Stoffels  clearly
did her homework: the
puzzles  described  in
the  book  are  clever
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and  varied,  ranging
from  logic  puzzles  to
physical  dexterity
challenges.  Unlike
many  fictional  mystery
adventures,  the  tasks
in  Escape Room  feel
authentic.  However,
the book adds a layer
of psychological horror
that real escape rooms
rarely have—the threat
of  permanent  harm.
This tension makes the
fictional game far more
menacing. If  you have
ever  wondered  what
would  happen  if  an
escape  room  went
horribly  wrong,  this
story  answers  that
question  in  the  most
gripping way possible.

Writing
Style and

Readabili
ty
Maren Stoffels employs
a  direct,  accessible
wr i t ing  s ty le  that
appeals to both young
a d u l t s  a n d  o l d e r
readers. The sentences
are straightforward but
charged with emotion.
Dialogue is snappy and
natural ,  reveal ing
character  without
lengthy exposition. The
a u t h o r  a l s o  u s e s
s e n s o r y  d e t a i l s
effectively—the  dim
lighting,  the  scent  of
ozone from electronics,
the  sound  of  a  lock
clicking  open.  These
small touches immerse
the  r eade r  i n  t he
envi ronment .  The
novel's  length (around
250–300  pages  in  its
English edition) makes
it  a  perfect  weekend
read  or  a  book  club
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pick. Many book clubs
h a v e  e m b r a c e d
Escape Room Maren
Stoffels  because  it
sparks  discussions
about  trust,  morality,
a n d  t h e  e t h i c s  o f
games.

Education
al and
Discussio
n Value
Teachers and librarians
have  also  recognized
the value of this novel.
I t  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o
introduce  topics  such
a s  n a r r a t i v e
pe r spec t i ve  ( t he
rotating  first-person
v i e w p o i n t s ) ,
foreshadowing,  and
suspense  techniques.
The  story  also  opens
conversations  about
peer pressure, anxiety,

and the importance of
communication  under
stress.  Because  the
p l o t  i s  d r i v e n  b y
puzzles,  it  can  even
i n s p i r e  c r e a t i v e
activities: students can
d e s i g n  t h e i r  o w n
escape room scenarios
or  debate  the choices
characters made.

What
Readers
Are
Saying
Reviews  for  Escape
Room  often praise its
"edge-of-your-seat"
t e n s i o n  a n d  t h e
emotional depth of the
characters .  Many
readers note that they
stayed up late to finish
i t  i n  o n e  s i t t i n g .
Common criticisms are
that  some  plot  twists
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may  fee l  s l i gh t l y
p r e d i c t a b l e  t o
seasoned  thriller  fans,
b u t  t h e  j o u r n e y
remains  enjoyable.
Overall, the book holds
a solid rating of around
4.0  out  of  5  stars  on
major  review  sites,
which is impressive for
a  YA  thri l ler.  Many
readers  specifically
recommend it to those
who enjoy movies like
Escape Room (2019) or
books by authors such
as Natasha Preston or
Karen M. McManus.

Related
Works by
Maren
Stoffels
If  you  enjoy  Escape
R o o m  M a r e n
Stoffels,  you  may
want  to  explore  her

other  novels,  such  as
Only  Love  Can  Break
You ,  Dare  Me ,  and
Twisted  Truth.  Stoffels
often  writes  about
teenagers  fac ing
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
circumstances, and her
books  are  known  for
their  fast  pace  and
strong emotional cores.
However, Escape Room
remains  her  most
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
recogn ized  work ,
largely  because  the
c o n c e p t  i s  s o
universally appealing.

How the
Book
Captures
the
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Escape
Room

Trend
The  real-world  escape
room  industry  has
grown  exponentially
since  its  inception  in
Japan around 2007. By
the  2020s,  it  was  a
multi-bil l ion  dollar
global  phenomenon.
Stoffels  taps  into  this
c u l t u r a l  m o m e n t
perfectly.  The  novel
acknowledges  the
excitement  of  solving
puzzles as a team, but
it  also  explores  the
d a r k e r  s i d e  o f
i m m e r s i v e
entertainment. Could a
game designer become
too  ambitious?  Could
t e c h n o l o g y  b e
weaponized?  These
q u e s t i o n s  f e e l
increasingly relevant in
an age of virtual reality

and AI. The book does
not pretend to have all
the  answers,  but  it
does provide a thrilling
cautionary tale.

Conclusio
n: Why
You
Should
Read
Escape
Room by
Maren
Stoffels
If you are searching for
a  young  adult  thriller
t h a t  i s  b o t h
en te r ta in ing  and
thought -provok ing,



12

12 Escape Room Maren Stoffels 2025-12-12

Escape Room Maren
Stoffels is an excellent
choice.  I t  del ivers
exactly  what  its  title
promises—a  high-
stakes game where the
players  are  fighting  for
their  lives—but  it  also
offers  rich  character
deve lopment  and
meaningful  themes.
Whether  you  are  an
av id  reader  o f  YA
fiction,  a  fan  of

p s y c h o l o g i c a l
suspense,  or  simply
someone who enjoys a
well-crafted  puzzle,
this novel will keep you
guessing  until  the  final
page.  And  once  you
finish,  you  may  never
look at an escape room
the  same  way  again.
Pick up your copy, lock
the  door,  and  see  if
you have what it takes
to escape.


