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INTRODUCTION: A
SEASON OF
RECKONING IN THE
MAJOR CRIMES
DIVISION

F o r  f a n s  o f  t a u t ,
character-driven police
procedurals,  Major
Crimes  offered  a
compelling  evolution
from  its  predecessor,
The  Closer.  While  the
departure  o f  Kyra
Sedgwick's  Brenda
Leigh  Johnson  left  a
significant  void,  the
s h o w  q u i c k l y
established  its  own
identity  under  the

steady,  pragmatic
leadership  of  Captain
Sharon  Raydor  (Mary
McDonnell).  By  the
time  the  third  season
premiered,  the  series
h a d  s h e d  i t s
transitional  skin  and
was  operating  at  full
creative  throttle.  A
Major Crimes Season
3  Episode  Guide
reveals  a  season  of
high  stakes,  profound
character  growth,  and
storytelling  that  was
unafraid  to  challenge
both its characters and
its audience. Across 19
gripping  episodes,  the
squad faced everything
from cult uprisings and
military conspiracies to
deeply personal ethical
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dilemmas.  This  guide
will  walk  you  through
each  insta l lment ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
n a r r a t i v e  a r c s ,
standout  guest  stars,
and  the  emotional
beats  that  made  this
season  a  standout  in
the TNT drama's run.

SEASON 3
OVERVIEW: GRIT,
GROWTH, AND A
NEW SHERIFF

Season  3  of  Major
C r i m e s  i s  o f t e n
regarded  by  devotees
as  the  season  where
the  series  truly  came
into  i t s  own.  Wi th
Brenda Leigh Johnson's
ghost  finally  laid  to
r e s t ,  t h e  w r i t e r s
focused  on  deepening
the relationships within
the  squad.  Captain
Raydor,  initially  met
with  suspicion,  had
earned  the  respect  of
her detectives through
sheer competence and

ethical  fortitude.  This
season  tested  those
bonds with some of the
most  complex  cases
the  show  had  ever
tackled.
T h e  s e a s o n  a l s o
introduced a significant
shift  in  the  series'
visual  and  narrative
tone. The lighting grew
darker, the cases more
morally  ambiguous,
and  the  pe r sona l
stakes  for  characters
l i k e  R u s t y  B e c k
( G r a h a m  P a t r i c k
Martin) reached a fever
p i tch .  For  anyone
looking to revisit these
pivotal  moments,  a
detailed Major Crimes
Season  3  Episode
Guide  is  essential,  as
the  episodes  bui ld
upon  each  other  to
create  a  season-long
meditation  on  justice,
loyalty, and the cost of
the truth.
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Episode
1: "Flight
Risk"
(June 10,
2014)
The  season  premiere
kicks off at 30,000 feet.
When  a  commercial
airliner  nearly  crashes
due  to  a  d i sab led
parachute  rigger,  the
Major  Crimes  Division
is called in to unravel a
case that points toward
international  sabotage
a n d  a  p o s s i b l e
conspiracy  within  the
airline  industry.  The
episode  serves  as  a
potent reminder of the
squad's  ab i l i ty  to
handle  high-pressure,
high-visibility  cases.
Simultaneously,  the
premiere re-establishes

the  ongoing  tension
regarding  Rusty 's
s a f e t y  a n d  h i s
c o m p l i c a t e d
relationship  with  his
mother,  setting  the
emotional stage for the
season ahead.

Episode
2:
"Personal
Day"
(June 17,
2014)
A  deeply  personal
ep isode  that  puts
Detective Julio Sanchez
(Raymond Cruz) in the
c rossha i r s .  What
begins  as  a  typical
LAPD investigation into
a  m u r d e r e d  d r u g
dealer  quickly  spirals
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into a hostage situation
involving  Sanchez's
o w n  f a m i l y .  T h e
episode  is  a  powerful
character  study  for
Cruz ,  showcas ing
Sanchez's  fierce
protective instincts and
the  vulnerability  he
usually  keeps  hidden
behind a stoic facade.
I t  i s  a  t e n s e ,
claustrophobic  thriller
t h a t  r a i s e s  t h e
question of how much
of a detective's life can
truly  be  separated
from  the  job.

Episode
3: "Third
Strike"
(June 24,

2014)
This  episode  tackles
the  cont rovers ia l
"Three  Strikes"  law in
California.  The  case
invo lves  a  career
criminal  who  faces  a
l i fe  sentence  for  a
minor third offense, but
when he becomes the
target  of  a  vigilante
who  is  killing  "strike"
offenders,  the  squad
must  decide  where
their  sympathies  lie.
The  legal  and  ethical
debates  within  the
squad  are  palpable.
Lieutenant  Andy Flynn
(Tony  Denison)  and
Captain  Raydor  find
t h e m s e l v e s  o n
opposite  sides  of  the
argument,  providing
some  of  the  season's
m o s t  c o m p e l l i n g
dialogue  about  the
nature  of  punishment
versus justice.
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Episode
4: "The
Return of
Jack" (July
1, 2014)
Jack  Raydor,  Sharon's
estranged  husband,
reappears,  throwing
her  personal  life  into
chaos.  Played  by  the
l e g e n d a r y  T o m
Berenger,  Jack  is  a
c h a r m i n g  b u t
unreliable figure who is
seeking  help  after
getting  involved  in  a
dangerous  land  deal.
The investigation into a
murder tied to the deal
f o r c e s  S h a r o n  t o
confront  the  painful
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r
marriage. This episode
is  a  masterclass  in
McDonnell's  acting,  as

she portrays the quiet
d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  a
woman who has built a
fortress  around  her
heart,  only  to  have  it
tested  by  the  very
person who broke it in
the first place.

Episode
5: "Sorry I
Missed
You" (July
8, 2014)
A  puzzle-box  episode
that  begins  with  the
discovery of a body on
a  pub l i c  bus .  The
investigation reveals a
sophisticated  cat-and-
mouse  game between
a  serial  killer  and  his
victims.  The  killer  is
methodical, leaving no
forensic  evidence,
forcing  the  squad  to
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rely  on  behavioral
ana lys i s  and  o ld -
fashioned legwork. This
episode  also  features
significant
development  for  the
charac te r  o f  Amy
S y k e s  ( K e a r r a n
G i o v a n n i ) ,  w h o
demonstrates  her
sharp  intuition  under
pressure.

Episode
6: "Open
Line"
(July 15,
2014)
In  a  tense,  real-time
n a r r a t i v e ,  t h e
department receives a
call  from a kidnapped
woman  named  Lori-
Ann.  The twist  is  that
the killer is using her to
call random numbers in

a  twisted  game,  and
t h e  s q u a d  m u s t
decipher  the  clues
h i d d e n  i n  h e r
d e s p e r a t e
conversations.  The
episode  is  a  clever
departure  from  the
standard  procedural
format, relying heavily
on voice work and the
urgency of  the ticking
c lock .  I t  i s  a  taut ,
single-location  thriller
t h a t  k e e p s  t h e
audience on the edge
of their seats until the
final frame.

Episode
7: "Turn
Down"
(July 22,
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2014)
T h e  m u r d e r  o f  a
professional  video
game  designer  leads
the  squad  into  the
c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d
cutthroat  world  of  e-
sports. The episode is a
fascinating  look  at  a
subcu l ture  rare ly
explored  on  television
at the time. Meanwhile,
Rusty  finds  himself
caught in a dangerous
situat ion  after  his
mother,  Sharon,  and
the  District  Attorney
d e c i d e  t o  p u t  h i s
testimony in a previous
c a s e  u n d e r  t h e
microscope,  forcing
h i m  t o  r e l i v e  a
traumatic experience.

Episode
8:

"Snitch"
(July 29,
2014)
This episode serves as
a dark  prequel  to  the
season's  major  arc.  A
confidential  informant
within a drug cartel is
murdered,  and  the
investigation  exposes
corruption  inside  the
L A P D  i t s e l f .  T h e
episode  is  notable  for
its gritty, noir aesthetic
and  its  willingness  to
paint the police force in
shades of gray. It also
plants  the  seeds  of
distrust that will bloom
in the season's finale.

Episode
9: "Sweet
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Revenge"
(August

5, 2014)
A beloved high school
h istory  teacher  is
found  murdered,  and
the investigation leads
to  a  group  of  former
students  holding  a
decades-old  grudge.
The  case  explores
themes  of  bullying,
revenge, and the long-
term consequences  of
childhood cruelty. It  is
a  s u r p r i s i n g l y
emotional episode that
a l l ows  the  en t i re
ensemble cast to shine
as they piece together
the  t imeline  of  the
victim's  l i fe.

Episode

10: "Zoo
Story"
(August
12, 2014)
A lion escapes from the
Los  Ange les  Zoo ,
leading  to  a  tragic
death. While the initial
assumption is a tragic
accident,  the  squad
soon discovers that the
m a u l i n g  w a s  a
de l i be ra te  ac t  o f
m u r d e r .  T h e
investigation  involves
animal rights activists,
zoo  pol i t ics,  and  a
secret romance. It is a
unique case that allows
f o r  s o m e  l i g h t e r
moments  amidst  the
usual  tension,  proving
the show's versatility in
tone.
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Episode
11:
"Down
the
Drain"
(August

19, 2014)
T h e  b o d y  o f  a
h o m e l e s s  m a n  i s
discovered in the storm
drain  system,  leading
the  squad  into  the
labyrinthine  world
beneath  the  city.  The
investigation reveals a
hidden  community  of
people  living  off  the
grid and a secret that
someone  is  willing  to
kill  to  protect.  This
episode  is  visually
stunning,  using  the

claustrophobic  setting
of the tunnels to create
a  palpable  sense  of
dread.

Episode
12: "Party
Foul"
(August
26, 2014)
A murder at a high-end
party in the Hollywood
Hills throws the squad
into the world of social
media  influencers  and
celebrity  culture.  The
episode  satirizes  the
modern obsession with
f a m e  a n d  t h e
emptiness  that  often
lies behind the curated
Instagram  feeds.  For
Rusty,  this  episode
marks  a  turning  point
where  he  begins  to
consider his own future
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and  h i s  po ten t ia l
c a r e e r  a s  a n
investigative journalist.

Episode
13:
"Acting
Out"
(Septemb
er 2,
2014)
T h e  m u r d e r  o f  a
student actor during a
performance of Romeo
and  Juliet  leads  the
team  into  the  high-
pressure world of elite
drama  schools.  The
episode is  a  whodunit
with a theatrical twist,
as  the  squad  must
determine  if  the  killer
is  a  jealous  rival,  a

scorned  lover ,  o r
someone  f rom  the
victim's  troubled  past.
T h e  e p i s o d e  a l s o
features  a  quiet  but
meaningfu l  scene
between  Raydor  and
Flynn,  hinting  at  their
growing  emotional
connection.

Episode
14: "Trial
by Fire"
(Novemb
er 10,
2014)
The second half of the
season kicks  off  with  a
literal  bang.  An  arson
at a warehouse owned
by the city leads to the
discovery  of  a  body.
The  investigation  into
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the  fire  uncovers  a
conspiracy  involving
city contracts, political
cor rupt ion ,  and  a
powerful  developer.
The episode is a high-
stakes procedural  that
tes ts  the  squad 's
f o r e n s i c  a n d
investigative  skills  to
the  limit.

Episode
15:
"Chain
Reaction"
(Novemb
er 17,
2014)
A mass  shooting  at  a
local community center
sends  shockwaves
through  the  city.  The

s q u a d  m u s t  w o r k
against  the  clock  to
find the shooter before
he  strikes  again.  The
episode  is  a  tense,
emotional  gut-punch
t h a t  t a c k l e s  t h e
sensitive  topic  of  gun
v io lence  w i th  the
gravity it deserves. It is
a  showcase  for  the
entire cast, particularly
Mary  McDonnell,  who
delivers  a  powerful
speech  about  the
senselessness  of  the
tragedy.

Episode
16: "The
Jumping
Off Point"
(Novemb
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er 24,
2014)
A woman jumps from a
bridge in  an  apparent
s u i c i d e ,  b u t  t h e
autopsy  reveals  she
was  dead  before  she
hi t  the  water .  The
investigation reveals a
c o m p l e x  w e b  o f
d o m e s t i c  a b u s e ,
insurance fraud, and a
desperate  attempt  to
escape  a  controlling
husband.  The  episode
is a somber look at the
systemic  failures  that
a l l o w  a b u s e r s  t o
operate with impunity.

Episode
17: "Bad
Blood"

(Decemb
er 1,
2014)
This  episode  directly
ties  into  the  season-
long  arc  involv ing
Rusty's  b io logical
f a t h e r .  A  m u r d e r
investigation reveals a
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  a
powerful  family  with
deep ties to organized
crime,  forcing  Sharon
to  confront  the  very
r e a l  d a n g e r
surrounding her  foster
son.  The  tension  is
palpable  as  the  walls
begin  to  close  in  on
Rusty,  setting  up  the
dramatic events of the
finale.

Episode
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18:
"Cutting
Loose"
(Decemb
er 8,

2014)
T h e  p e n u l t i m a t e
episode of  the season
is  a  rollercoaster  of
emotion.  The  squad
i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e
murder  of  a  prison
guard,  which  leads
them  deep  into  the
world  of  prison  gangs
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .
Meanwhi le ,  Rusty
makes  a  dangerous
decision  that  puts  his
l ife  at  risk,  forcing
Sharon  to  use  every
r e s o u r c e  a t  h e r
disposal to protect him.
The episode ends on a

devastating  cliffhanger
t h a t  l e a v e s  t h e
audience breathless.

Episode
19:
"Special
Master"
(Decemb
er 15,
2014)
The  season  finale  is  a
tour de force of tension
and  resolution.  The
i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e
mysterious  "Special
Master"  is  finally
revealed, throwing the
ent i re  squad  in to
chaos.  The  episode
weaves  together  the
disparate  threads  of
t h e  s e a s o n — t h e
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c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h e
personal betrayals, and
Rusty's  dangerous
predicament—into  a
cohesive and satisfying
conclusion.  It  is  an
episode  that  redefines
the relationships within
the squad and sets the
stage for an even more
complex fourth season.
The final scene, a quiet
moment  o f  peace
between  Raydor  and
F l y n n ,  i s  a
m a s t e r s t r o k e  o f
u n d e r s t a t e d
storytell ing.

KEY THEMES AND
CHARACTER ARCS
IN SEASON 3

Beyond  the  individual
cases, a Major Crimes
Season  3  Episode
G u i d e  r e v e a l s  a
season  unified  by
powerful  themes.  The
most prominent is the
question of legacy and
protection.  Sharon
Raydor  i s  not  just

solving  crimes;  she  is
building a family, both
in her squad and with
Rusty.  Her  journey  is
about  learning  that
t r u e  l e a d e r s h i p
requires vulnerability.
Rusty Beck's arc is the
emotional spine of the
season.  His  transition
from a scared witness
to  a  proactive  young
man seeking the truth
about  his  origins  is
h a n d l e d  w i t h
sensitivity and grit. His
story  is  a  constant
reminder of the human
cost  of  the  work  the
squad does every day.
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  S h a r o n
Raydor and Andy Flynn
a l s o  d e e p e n s
significantly.  Their
partnership  evolves
from  profess ional
respect to a tentative,
awkward,  and  deeply
romantic  friendship.
The writers wisely take
their time, allowing the
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audience  to  savor
every  quiet  look  and
double-entendre before
a n y  p h y s i c a l
relationship begins.

NOTABLE GUEST
APPEARANCES

Season  3  boasted  an
impressive  roster  of
g u e s t  s t a r s .  T o m
Berenger  brought

gravitas and a touch of
t r a g e d y  a s  J a c k
Raydor.  Other  notable
appearances  included
S u s a n  R a t a n  a s  a
c o m p l i c a t e d
prosecutor, and several
actors known for their
w o r k  i n  g e n r e
t e l e v i s i o n  w h o
populated  the  various
"cases  of  the  week."
Each guest actor


