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DISCOVERING THE
DEPTH OF
SCRIPTURE: THE
HOLY BIBLE
RECOVERY
VERSION AND ITS
FOOTNOTES FROM
LIVING STREAM
MINISTRY

For  many  readers  of
the  Bible,  the  journey
through  its  ancient

pages  can  be  both
i n s p i r i n g  a n d
challenging. The text is
r i ch  w i th  h i s to ry ,
poetry,  prophecy,  and
theological  depth,  but
it also contains cultural
references, idioms, and
concepts  that  are  far
removed  f rom  the
modern  world.  This  is
where  a  study  Bible
becomes an invaluable
tool. Among the many
study  Bibles  available
today,  one stands out
for its unique approach
and  the  depth  of  its
s u p p l e m e n t a r y
material: the Holy Bible

https://app.ardentx.com/


2

2 Holy Bible Recovery Version Contains
Footnotes Living Stream Ministry

2023-07-21

Recovery Version. This
edition,  published  by
Living Stream Ministry,
h a s  g a r n e r e d  a
dedicated following for
one  key  reason:  the
Holy Bible Recovery
Version  contains
footnotes that are not
merely explanatory but
are  deeply  theological
and  life-application
oriented. In this article,
we  will  explore  what
makes  this  version  so
distinctive,  how  the
footnotes  enrich  the
reading  experience,
and  why  the  work  of
Living  Stream Ministry
i s  c e n t r a l  t o  i t s
creation.

What Is
the Holy
Bible

Recovery
Version?
T h e  H o l y  B i b l e
Recovery Version is an
English  translation  of
the  Bible  that  was  first
p u b l i s h e d  i n  i t s
complete form in 1999
by  L i v i ng  S t ream
M i n i s t r y .  T h e
translation  itself  aims
to  be accurate  to  the
original  Hebrew  and
Greek  manuscripts,
w h i l e  a l s o  b e i n g
readable  in  modern
English. However, what
truly sets it apart from
other  translations  like
the NIV, ESV, or KJV is
its extensive system of
foo tno tes .  These
footnotes  are  not
simple  definitions  or
historical  asides;  they
are detailed theological
a n d  s p i r i t u a l
commentaries  that
guide the reader into a
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deeper  understanding
of  the  biblical  text.
The term "Recovery" in
its  title  refers  to  the
recovery  of  the  truth
and  the  l i fe  of  the
church as presented in
the  New  Testament.
T h e  f o o t n o t e s ,
therefore,  often  focus
on  the  dispensing  of
the divine life into the
believer,  the  oneness
of  the  body of  Christ,
and  the  p rac t i ca l
aspects  of  Christian
living.  Because  the
Holy Bible Recovery
Version  contains
footnotes that are so
t h o r o u g h ,  m a n y
readers  find  that  they
d o  n o t  n e e d  t o
purchase  a  separate
commentary  set,  as
t h e  f o o t n o t e s
themselvesfunction  as
a  complete  biblical
study  system.

The
Unique
Feature:
Footnotes
That
Teach
and
Nourish
The  most  defining
characteristic  of  this
Bible  is  its  footnotes.
Unl ike  many  study
Bibles  that  provide
brief  historical  context
or  explain  difficult
words, the footnotes in
the  Recovery  Version
often  run  for  several
paragraphs.  They
cover a wide range of
topics, including:
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Original
Language
Insights: The
footnotes
frequently
explain the
meaning of key
Greek or Hebrew
words, helping
the reader
understand
nuances that are
lost in
translation.
Theological
Themes: Major
themes such as
God's eternal
purpose, the
economy of God,
the mingling of
God with man,
and the building
up of the church
are explained in
detail.
Types and
Figures: Many
Old Testament
passages are
explained as
types or figures

that point to
Christ and the
New Testament
spiritual realities.
Practical
Application:
The footnotes
often conclude
with a short
prayer or a point
of application,
encouraging the
reader to
respond to the
truth they have
just encountered.

Because  the  Holy
B i b l e  R e c o v e r y
Version  contains
footnotes that are so
comprehensive,  it  is
o f t e n  u s e d  a s  a
primary  resource  for
personal  Bible  study,
s m a l l  g r o u p
discussions,  and  even
f o r  p r e p a r i n g
m e s s a g e s .  T h e
footnotes do not simply
inform the mind;  they
also  touch  the  spirit,
a iming  to  lead  the
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reader  into  a  deeper
experience of God.

The Role
of Living
Stream
Ministry
Living Stream Ministry
is  the  publishing  arm
f o r  t h e  w o r k s  o f
Witness Lee, a Chinese
Christian  teacher,  and
Watchman  Nee,  an
early  20th-century
Chinese  Chr ist ian
author. The ministry is
based  in  Anaheim,
Cal i fornia,  and  i ts
mission  is  to  spread
the truths recovered in
the  Lord's  recovery,
particularly  the  truths
concerning  the  life  of
Christ and the church.
T h e  H o l y  B i b l e
Recovery  Version  is
their  flagship

publication.
The  footnotes  in  this
B ib l e  a re  l a rge l y
derived  from  the  life-
study  messages  given
by Witness Lee. These
messages were initially
s p o k e n  t o  l o c a l
churches  and  later
transcribed and edited
into the extensive Life-
s tudy  of  the  B ib le
series.  The  footnotes
condense much of the
deeper  teaching  from
these  larger  works,
m a k i n g  t h e m
accessible  to  anyone
who picks up the Bible.
It  is  because  of  this
deep connection to the
ministry of Witness Lee
that  the  Holy  Bible
Recovery  Version
contains  footnotes
that  are  so  consistent
in  their  theological
perspect ive.  They
present  a  cohesive
view of the Bible from
Genesis  to  Revelation,
centered on God's plan
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to  work  Himself  into
humanity.

How the
Footnotes
Complem
ent the
Text
To  understand  the
v a l u e  o f  t h e s e
footnotes,  consider  a
passage like Genesis 2,
which  describes  the
tree of life. A standard
study  B ib le  might
explain that the tree of
l i f e  r e p r e s e n t s
immortality.  However,
a  f o o t n o t e  i n  t h e
Recovery  Version  will
go much deeper. It will
explain that the tree of
life symbolizes God as
life to man, that man's
destiny is to eat of this
tree,  and  that  this

theme is carried all the
way through the Bible
to the New Testament
in  Revelation,  where
t h e  t r e e  o f  l i f e
reappears  in  the  New
Jerusalem.
Similarly, when reading
the  Gospel  of  John,  a
footnote on the phrase
"the  Word  became
flesh"  will  not  only
explain the Greek term
Logos  but  wil l  also
unfold how the Word is
t h e  e x p r e s s i o n ,
definition,  and
explanation  of  God,
and how His becoming
flesh  was  to  bring  God
into man. This kind of
footnoting  transforms
the reading experience
f r o m  a  s i m p l e
recitation of facts into
a  journey  of  spiritual
discovery. Because the
Holy Bible Recovery
Version  contains
footnotes  that  are
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,
readers  often  find



Holy Bible Recovery Version Contains Footnotes
Living Stream Ministry 7

7

themselves  cross-
r e f e r e n c i n g  o n e
footnote  with  another,
building  a  systematic
understanding  of  the
B i b l e ' s  c e n t r a l
message.

Comparin
g the
Recovery
Version
to Other
Study
Bibles
How does the Recovery
V e r s i o n  s t a c k  u p
against  other  popular
study  Bibles  like  the
ESV  Study  Bible,  the
NIV Study Bible, or the
MacArthur Study Bible?
The  primary  difference

lies  in  the  purpose of
the  footnotes.  Most
s t u d y  B i b l e s  a r e
p r o d u c e d  b y
committees of scholars
and  aim to  present  a
consensus  view  of
e v a n g e l i c a l
scholarship.  They  are
excellent  for  historical
context, archaeological
backgrounds,  and
objective  theological
overviews.
The Recovery Version,
by  contrast,  is  more
p a s t o r a l  a n d
exper ient ia l .  The
footnotes  are  not
a t t empt i ng  t o  be
neut ra l ;  they  a re
written  from  a  specific
theological  standpoint,
often  called  the  "high
peak"  truths  of  the
Bible. This includes the
oneness of the Body of
C h r i s t ,  t h e  l o c a l
c h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e
experience of Christ as
life.  For  readers  who
resonate  with  this
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perspective, the fHoly
B i b l e  R e c o v e r y
Version  contains
footnotes  that  are
incredibly  enriching.
For readers who prefer
a  more  academic  or
t r a d i t i o n a l
r e f o r m a t i o n a l
perspective,  they may
find  the  footnotes  too
focused on a particular
line of teaching.
However,  one  cannot
deny  the  in terna l
consistency  and  the
devotional  quality  of
the notes. Many users
report  that  they  have
grown spiritually  more
through  the  footnotes
than through any other
single  resource.  The
footnotes are designed
not  just  to  answer
ques t ions ,  bu t  to
inspire prayer, worship,
and a deeper reliance
on the Lord.

Who Can
Benefit
from This
Bible?
This  Bible  is  ideal  for
severa l  g roups  o f
people:

New Believers:
The clear
explanations and
practical
applications help
new Christians
understand the
basic truths of
the faith and how
to apply them to
their daily walk.
Seasoned
Christians:
Those who have
been walking
with the Lord for
years will find
fresh insights
and deeper
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revelations that
can revive their
love for the
Word.
Bible Study
Leaders: The
footnotes provide
a wealth of
material that can
be used to
prepare lessons
and discussions.
Pastors and
Teachers: While
the footnotes
may not replace
a full library of
systematic
theology, they
provide a very
useful starting
point for sermon
preparation and
teaching.

Because  the  Holy
B i b l e  R e c o v e r y
Version  contains
footnotes  that  are
written in an accessible
yet  profound  style,  it
b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p
between  a  s imple

devotional reading and
a  deep  theological
s t u d y .  I t  i s  n o t  a
substitute  for  other
s tudy  too ls ,  but  a
companion  that  can
accompany  a  believer
throughout their entire
spiritual life.

Practical
Tips for
Using the
Recovery
Version in
Daily
Study
To get the most out of
this Bible, consider the
following tips:

Read the1.
Footnote First:



10

10 Holy Bible Recovery Version Contains
Footnotes Living Stream Ministry

2023-07-21

When you come
to a marked
word or phrase,
read the footnote
before moving
on. It will help
set the context
for what you are
about to read.
Use the Cross-2.
References:
The footnotes
often contain
cross-references
to other parts of
the Bible. Take
the time to look
them up. This will
help you see the
unity of the
Scripture.
Pray Over the3.
Notes: The
footnotes are
written to stir up
a response in the
reader. After
reading a
footnote, take a
moment to pray
and talk to the
Lord about what

you have just
learned.
Keep a4.
Notebook:
Because the
footnotes are so
rich, it is helpful
to write down
key points or
insights. This will
help you
remember and
later share what
you have
learned.
Combine with5.
the Life-study
Messages: For
an even deeper
dive, read the
corresponding
Life-study
message for the
chapter you are
studying. The
footnotes are a
summary, but
the Life-study
expands on them
in great detail.

Many users have found
t h a t  u s i n g  t h e
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Recovery  Version  in
this  way  transforms
their quiet time from a
p a s s i v e  r e a d i n g
activity into an active,
i n t e r a c t i v e
conversation with God.
The footnotes act as a
wise  teacher,  guiding
the reader into all the
truth.

Conclusio
n: A Bible
for the
Spiritual
Journey
In  a  market  filled  with
Bible  translations  and
study editions, the Holy
Bible Recovery Version
occupies a unique and
valuable niche. It is not
merely  a  reference
tool;  it  is  a  spiritual
guide. The fact that the

Holy Bible Recovery
Version  contains
footnotes  from Living
Stream Ministry makes
it  a  distinct  resource
fo r  those  who  are
hungry  to  know  the
Lord more deeply and
to  understand  His
purpose for the church.
While  no  single  Bible
can exhaust the depths
of  God's  Word,  this
version  goes  a  long
way  in  making  those
depths  accessible  to
the  average  reader.
Whether you are a new
believer or a seasoned
saint,  the footnotes in
this Bible will open up
new vistas of truth and
life, leading you into a
richer  experience  of
the  One  who  is  the
Word Himself.
If you are looking for a
study  Bible  that  does
more than just explain
the  past ,  but  a lso
connects  you  to  the
living present reality of
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God in Christ, the Holy
Bible Recovery Version
is an excellent choice.
Let  its  footnotes  be
y o u r  g u i d e  o n  a

journey  through  the
Scriptures that is both
i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d
transformative.


