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THE MAGIC OF A
CLASSIC SONG:
ENGAGING
TODDLERS
THROUGH WHEELS
ON THE BUS
ACTIVITIES

There  are  few  songs
that capture a toddler’s
attention  quite  like
“Wheels  on  the  Bus.”
Its  repetitive  melody,
simple  hand  motions,
and  cheerfu l  tune
make  it  a  staple  in
homes,  daycares,  and
preschools  worldwide.

B u t  t h i s  b e l o v e d
nursery rhyme is much
more than a fun sing-
a l o n g .  I t  i s  a
springboard for a wide
variety  of  educational
and  en te r ta in ing
activities that promote
development  in  young
children.  When  you
transform the song into
themed  p lay ,  you
create opportunities for
movement,  language
acquisition,  sensory
exp l o ra t i on ,  and
creat ive  thinking.
Whether  you  are  a
parent,  caregiver,  or
teacher,  incorporating
Wheels On The Bus
A c t i v i t i e s  F o r
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Toddlers  into  your
daily routine can turn a
simple moment of song
into  a  rich  learning
experience. This article
explores  innovative
ways  to  extend  the
magic of the bus song
beyond  the  chorus,
offering hands-on ideas
that are easy to set up,
fun  to  execute,  and
p a c k e d  w i t h
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
benefits.  From  messy
sensory  bins  to  quiet
c ra f t  t ime ,  these
activities will keep your
little  one  engaged,
moving,  and  learning.

WHY WHEELS ON
THE BUS IS
PERFECT FOR
TODDLER
DEVELOPMENT

Before  div ing  into
specific  activities,  it’s
helpful  to  understand
why  this  particular
song  is  so  effective  for
toddler  learning.  Its

structure  naturally
supports  key  areas  of
development,  making
it  an  ideal  theme  for
focused play.

Language
and
Rhythm
The  repetitive  verses
and simple vocabulary
in “Wheels on the Bus”
h e l p  t o d d l e r s
anticipate  words  and
eventually join in. Each
verse introduces a new
action (“the wipers go
swish,  swish,  swish”),
w h i c h  b u i l d s
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
reinforces  cause  and
effect.  When  you
expand  the  song  into
activities, you naturally
int roduce  re lated
words such as “round,”
“ u p  a n d  d o w n , ”
“beep,”  and  “open.”
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These  language-rich
i n t e r a c t i o n s  a r e
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
communication  skills.
By  weav ing  these
words  into  play,  you
strengthen  neural
pathways and boost a
t o d d l e r ’ s
unders tand ing  o f
everyday  concepts.

Motor
Skills
Develop
ment
Hand motions for each
verse—rolling  hands
for  wheels,  moving
a r m s  f o r  w i p e r s ,
pressing a palm for the
horn—are excellent for
fine  and  gross  motor
coordination.  Toddlers
learn  to  control  their
a rms ,  hands ,  and
fingers  while  syncing

movements  with  a
steady  beat.  Larger
m o v e m e n t s ,  l i k e
pretending  to  drive  a
bus or climbing onto a
p lay  bus,  develop
balance  and  spatial
awareness .  Many
Wheels On The Bus
A c t i v i t i e s  F o r
Toddlers are designed
specifically  to  target
these motor milestones
in  a  joyful,  pressure-
free way.

Social
and
Emotional
Growth
Singing  and  moving
together builds a sense
of  community  and
be long ing .  When
toddlers  participate  in
group activities around
the  bus  theme,  they
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practice  taking  turns,
observing  peers,  and
f o l l o w i n g  s i m p l e
d i r e c t i o n s .  T h e
predictable  nature  of
the  song  also  offers
c o m f o r t — t o d d l e r s
thrive  on  routine  and
r e p e t i t i o n .  T h i s
emotional  security
allows them to explore
n e w  s k i l l s  w i t h
confidence.

CLASSIC SING-
ALONG AND
MOVEMENT
ACTIVITIES

Let’s  start  with  the
foundation:  the  song
i t s e l f .  T h e  m o s t
straightforward way to
engage  toddlers  is  to
turn  the  song into  an
active,  multi-sensory
experience.

Action

Song
Circle
Time
Gather the children in
a circle and sing each
verse with exaggerated
mot ions .  For  “ the
wheels  go  round  and
round,” have everyone
roll their hands in front
o f  them.  Fo r  “ the
wipers go swish, swish,
swish,”  cross  arms  in
front and sweep them
side to side. “The horn
goes  beep ,  beep ,
beep”  is  perfect  for
gently tapping noses or
pressing  an  imaginary
h o r n .  E n c o u r a g e
toddlers  to  stand  and
s i t  a s  t h e  s o n g
suggests  (“up  and
down”).  You  can  also
let them choose which
verse  to  sing  next,
giving them a sense of
ownership.
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Bus
Driver
Pretend
Play
Set up a row of chairs
or  a  cardboard  box
painted like a bus. Give
each  toddler  a  paper
plate  steering  wheel.
As you sing the song,
they  “drive”  the  bus.
Pause between verses
to  invite  passengers
(“Who gets on the bus?
The  baby  goes  ‘wah
wah  wah’?”) .  Th is
activity combines gross
motor action (steering,
b o u n c i n g )  w i t h
dramatic  p lay  and
social  interaction.  It’s
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beloved  Wheels  On
The  Bus  Activities
For Toddlers because
i t  makes  the  song

tangible.

Musical
Obstacle
Course
C r e a t e  a  s i m p l e
obstacle  course  with
pillows,  tunnels,  and
mats.  Play  the  song
and  have  toddlers
crawl through a tunnel
(the “bus tunnel”), step
over  cushions  (the
“bumpy  road”),  and
then sit in a chair (the
“bus  s top”) .  Each
station corresponds to
a  verse.  Th is  gets
toddlers  moving  and
listening,  reinforcing
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n
between the lyrics and
physical action.

HANDS-ON
WHEELS ON THE
BUS CRAFTS FOR
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TODDLERS

Craft time doesn’t have
to  be  complicated.
Simple, tactile projects
allow toddlers to create
something  connected
to  the  song,  building
pride  and  fine  motor
skills.

Paper
Plate Bus
You  wi l l  need:  one
paper  plate  per  child,
y e l l o w  p a i n t  o r
c r a y o n s ,  b l a c k
construction  paper
circles  (wheels),  and
glue.  Let  the  toddler
paint the plate yellow.
Once  dry,  help  them
glue  two  black  circles
on  the  bot tom  fo r
wheels. Draw a window
in  the  center  and  let
them  add  a  photo  or
draw a face.  Sing the
s o n g  w h i l e
gluing—mention  how

the  “wheels  go  round
and  round”  as  you
attach them. This craft
is  s imple  and  very
visual.

Bus
Sensory
Bottle
Fi l l  a  c lear  plast ic
bottle with water, a few
drops  of  yellow  food
coloring,  and  glitter.
Add  smal l  toy  bus
figurines  or  laminated
pictures of a bus. Seal
the lid tightly. Toddlers
can shake the bottle to
see  the  “wheels  go
round  and  round”
through  the  swirling
liquid. This is a calming
craft that doubles as a
sensory toy, perfect for
quiet time after active
play.
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Fingerpri
nt Wheels

Art
Draw or print a simple
outl ine  of  a  bus  on
paper.  Provide  non-
tox i c  s tamp  pads
(black  or  dark  blue).
Show the toddler  how
to press their thumb or
finger onto the pad and
then  onto  the  blank
circles  of  the  bus  to
make “tire tracks.” You
can  a l so  l e t  them
stamp  fingerprints  to
represent  passengers
in  the  windows.  This
activity  strengthens
fine  motor  control  and
color  recognition.

SENSORY PLAY
INSPIRED BY THE
SONG

Sensory play is crucial
for brain development.

By connecting sensory
bins to the “Wheels on
the  Bus”  theme,  you
give toddlers a deeper,
m u l t i - s e n s o r y
understanding  of  the
song’s  elements.

Wheels
and
Ramps
Bin
Fill  a  large plastic  bin
w i t h  d r y  r i c e  o r
oatmeal. Add small toy
cars, buses, and plastic
wheels .  Prov ide  a
c a r d b o a r d  r a m p .
Toddlers  can  roll  the
cars  down  the  ramp,
push them through the
rice, and make “swish
swish” sounds with the
wheels  in  the  grains.
Talk  about  how  the
wheels “go round and
r o u n d . ”  T h i s  b i n
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e n c o u r a g e s
imaginative  play  and
in t r oduces  bas i c
physics  (rolling  down
an  incline).

Sponge
Painting
Wheels
Cut  a  large  kitchen
sponge  into  a  circle
s h a p e .  D i p  i t  i n
washable paint (yellow
or any bright color) and
let  toddlers  stamp
“wheels”  onto  large
paper. As they stamp,
sing  the  song.  The
ci rcu lar  stamping
motion  reinforces  the
idea  of  rotation.  This
activity can be messy,
so lay down newspaper
and  dress  toddlers  in
smocks.

Playdoug
h Bus
Station
P r o v i d e  y e l l o w
playdough,  small  toy
people ,  and  b lack
buttons or small circles
as  wheels.  Show  the
toddler  how  to  shape
playdough  into  a  bus
body  and  press  the
wheels  into  the  sides.
They  can  also  make
“ p a s s e n g e r s ”  b y
pressing  toy  people
i n t o  t h e  d o u g h .
Kneading and pressing
strengthens  hand
muscles  needed  for
writ ing  later.  This
a c t i v i t y  a l s o
encourages  creativity
and  storytelling.

LEARNING
ACTIVITIES WITH A
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WHEELS ON THE
BUS THEME

You can easily turn the
song into a structured
learning  opportunity
without  sacrificing  fun.
These  activities  target
colors,  counting,  and
early  literacy.

Color
Matching
Bus
Game
Create  a  large  bus
cutout from cardboard
with  empty  windows.
Prepare  small  colored
cards  (red,  yellow,
b l u e ,  g r e e n )
r e p r e s e n t i n g
“passengers.”  Call  out
a  color  and  ask  the
toddler  to  place  that
card in a window. For
older toddlers, you can

number  the  windows
and  say  “put  the  red
passenger  in  window
number 3.” This builds
color  recognit ion,
listening  skills,  and
o n e - t o - o n e
correspondence.

Counting
Passenge
rs
S ing  the  song  but
change  the  lyrics  to
“There  were  five  little
people  on  the  bus…”
Count out five toy dolls
or  blocks  and  place
them on a paper bus.
Add one more as you
sing “more people get
on.”  Toddlers  learn
number sense through
repetition  and  hands-
on  manipulation.  This
activity  works well  for
ages  2–3  and  can  be
adapted  for  higher
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numbers.

Letter
Recogniti
on: “B is
for Bus”
Write a large letter “B”
on  a  sheet  of  paper.
Provide stickers or dot
markers.  Have  the
toddler  place  stickers
along the outline of the
letter  while  saying  “B
for  bus.”  Point  to  the
word “bus” on a book
or  card .  Th i s  p re -
r e a d i n g  a c t i v i t y
associates  the  letter
shape  with  the  sound
and the theme, making
it memorable.

OUTDOOR AND
GROSS MOTOR
ACTIVITIES

F r e s h  a i r  a n d
m o v e m e n t  a r e

essential  for  toddlers.
Extend the bus theme
outdoors with activities
that  use  big  muscles
and burn energy.

Ride-On
Bus
Parade
If  your  toddler  has  a
ride-on toy or tricycle,
decorate it with yellow
s t r e a m e r s  o r  a
cardboard  bus  front.
Have  a  “bus  parade”
around  the  yard  or
driveway.  Sing  the
song  as  they  r ide,
emphasizing  “round
and  round”  for  the
pedaling  motion.  You
can  set  up  cones  to
drive around, teaching
spatial  awareness  and
direction following.
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Giant Bus
Obstacle

Course
Use  sidewalk  chalk  to
draw a large bus shape
on  the  driveway  or
pavement.  Inside  the
bus,  draw  circles  for
wheels.  Toddlers  can
hop from circle to circle
(the  “wheels”),  run
along  the  bus  lines,
a n d  j u m p  o u t  t h e
“ d o o r . ”  A d d
c o m m a n d s :  “ T h e
wheels  go  round  and
r o u n d — s p i n  i n  a
circle!”  This  combines
g ross  moto r  sk i l l
practice  with  listening
comprehension.  It’s
one of the most active
Wheels On The Bus
A c t i v i t i e s  F o r
Toddlers  and  works
best  with  a  group.

Water
Play:
Washing
the Bus
P lace  a  toy  bus  or
p las t i c  conta iner
shaped like a bus in a
shallow  tub  of  water.
Provide  sponges,  a
small scrub brush, and
a cup. Let the toddler
“ w a s h ”  t h e  b u s ,
mak ing  the  w iper
m o t i o n s  w i t h  t h e
sponge.  Add  soap
bubb les  fo r  ex t ra
sensory  fun .  Th i s
simple activity teaches
responsibility,  water
play  safety,  and  fine
motor  coordination.

TIPS FOR
ENGAGING
TODDLERS DURING
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THESE ACTIVITIES

To get the most out of
any  act iv i ty,  keep
these  practical  tips  in
mind:

Follow the
child’s lead. If a
toddler is more
interested in
spinning the
wheels than
singing the song,
that’s fine. Let
them explore the
materials at their
pace.
Keep activities

short and
flexible.
Toddlers have
short attention
spans. Be
prepared to pivot
if they lose
interest. You can
always return to
the same activity
later.
Use repetition.
Repeating the
same activity
several times
helps toddlers
master skills and
builds


