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Finding God in All Things at
Marquette University: A
Journey of Faith, Reason,
and Service

The phrase Finding God In All Things Marquette University
represents more than a spiritual motto; it is the living heartbeat
of a campus dedicated to Ignatian formation. Rooted in the vision
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, this idea invites students, faculty, and
staff to see the divine woven into every moment of life, from the
classroom to the city streets. Marquette University, a premier
Catholic Jesuit institution in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, embodies this
principle through its academic rigor, community engagement,
and deep commitment to intellectual and spiritual growth. For
anyone seeking a university that nurtures the whole person,
understanding how Marquette lives out the call to Finding God
In All Things Marquette University is essential.
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In this article, we explore the origins of this Ignatian concept, how
Marquette integrates it into campus life, and the transformative
impact it has on students and the broader community. We will
examine how the university’s mission of “cura personalis” (care
for the whole person) and “magis” (the more) directly connect
with the search for God in the everyday. Whether you are a
prospective student, a parent, an alumnus, or simply curious
about Jesuit education, this guide offers a comprehensive look at
one of the most distinctive aspects of Marquette.

THE IGNATIAN FOUNDATION OF “FINDING GOD IN ALL
THINGS”

The concept of “finding God in all things” is a cornerstone of
Ignatian spirituality, developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola in the
16th century. Unlike some spiritual traditions that emphasize
withdrawal from the world, Ignatian spirituality encourages
believers to encounter God in daily experiences, relationships,
work, and even struggle. The Spiritual Exercises, a series of
meditations and prayers, train practitioners to discern God’s
presence and action in every aspect of life.

Marquette University, founded in 1881 by the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits), adopted this spirituality as its guiding philosophy. The
university’s mission statement declares that Marquette “seeks to
bring to the world the knowledge, faith, and wisdom that flow
from the Catholic and Jesuit traditions.” Central to this mission is
the conviction that God is active in all creation, and that human
beings are called to discover and respond to that activity.

At Marquette, Finding God In All Things Marquette
University is not limited to religious studies or chapel services. It
permeates every discipline. A biology student might see God’s
design in cellular complexity; an engineer might find the divine in
sustainable design; a business major might encounter God in
ethical leadership and social responsibility. This holistic vision ties

together academics, spirituality, and service, creating an
education that transforms minds and hearts.

HOW MARQUETTE INTEGRATES THIS PRINCIPLE INTO
ACADEMICS

Ignatian Pedagogy and the
Classroom Experience

Marquette’s faculty are trained in Ignatian pedagogy, which
emphasizes experience, reflection, and action. Professors
encourage students to connect course material with their own
lives and to ask deeper questions about meaning and purpose.
For example, a history class might examine how faith influenced
social movements, while a literature course might explore
themes of transcendence and grace. This approach makes
Finding God In All Things Marquette University a practical
reality in every academic setting.

Many departments offer courses specifically designed to foster
this integration. The Marquette Core Curriculum includes
required courses on theology and philosophy, but these are not
mere checkboxes. They challenge students to think critically
about their beliefs and to engage with diverse perspectives. The
university also offers programs like the Ignatian Leadership
Program and the Service Learning Program, which combine
academic study with real-world experience, helping students
recognize God’s presence in communities they serve.

Interdisciplinary Centers
and Institutes

Marguette houses several centers that advance the mission of
Finding God In All Things Marquette University. The Center
for Ignatian Spirituality offers retreats, spiritual direction, and
workshops for students, faculty, and staff. The Manresa
Program provides immersive experiences in Ignatian spirituality,
including the famous 30-day retreat based on the Spiritual
Exercises. These resources allow individuals to deepen their
relationship with God while navigating the demands of university
life.

The Center for Community Service and the Center for Urban
Research, Teaching, and Outreach (CURTO) connect
classroom learning to community needs. Students engage in
service projects in Milwaukee’s neighborhoods, discovering God
in acts of justice, compassion, and solidarity. This hands-on
approach reinforces the belief that faith without works is
incomplete, and that true learning happens when we step beyond
campus boundaries.

STUDENT LIFE: A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND ACTION

Campus Ministry and
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Worship

For students seeking to live out Finding God In All Things
Marquette University, Campus Ministry offers a wide range of
opportunities. Daily Mass, multiple times per week, is celebrated
at the historic Church of the Gesu on campus. Liturgies are
vibrant and inclusive, drawing students from all backgrounds. The
Sacred Heart Chapel provides a quieter space for personal
prayer and reflection.

Beyond worship, Campus Ministry organizes retreats, Bible
studies, faith-sharing groups, and social justice initiatives. The
Marquette Action Program (MAP) sends students to service
sites across the country during spring break, where they work
with marginalized communities and reflect on their experiences.
Participants often report that these trips transform their
understanding of what it means to find God in the world.

Student Organizations and
Living Learning
Communities

More than 300 student organizations exist at Marquette, many
with a faith or service focus. Groups like lgnatian Solidarity
Network, Catholic Student Association, Muslim Student
Association, and Hillel create spaces where students can
explore their faith and encourage one another in their spiritual
journeys. These organizations model interfaith dialogue and
cooperation, reflecting the Ignatian belief that God is present in
all religious traditions.

Living learning communities, such as the Ignatian Living-
Learning Community in residence halls, allow students to
integrate faith into daily life. They share meals, discuss spiritual
topics, and engage in service together, forming bonds that last a
lifetime. For many, these experiences become the most vivid
expression of Finding God In All Things Marquette
University.

SERVICE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE: SEEING GOD IN THE
OTHER

One of the most powerful ways Marquette embodies the principle
of Finding God In All Things Marquette University is through
its commitment to social justice. The Jesuit tradition calls for a
“faith that does justice,” meaning that genuine spirituality must
be expressed in action on behalf of the poor and vulnerable.
Marquette's location in Milwaukee, a city with deep economic and
racial divides, provides a living laboratory for this work.

Students participate in tutoring programs, food distribution, legal
clinics, and advocacy campaigns. The Law School runs
numerous clinics to serve low-income clients. The College of
Nursing partners with community health centers. The College
of Business Administration emphasizes ethical
entrepreneurship and sustainable business practices. In all these
endeavors, the goal is not merely to help others but to encounter
Christ in the person served. As St. Ignatius famously said, “To
give and not to count the cost.”

This service orientation is a practical application of Finding God
In All Things Marquette University. Students learn to see the
face of God in the homeless, the immigrant, the sick, and the
incarcerated. They discover that God is not only in success and
comfort but also in suffering and struggle. This is a deep and

countercultural insight that shapes graduates for a lifetime of
purposeful living.

FACULTY AND STAFF: MODELING THE MISSION

The university’s commitment to Finding God In All Things
Marquette University is not limited to students. Faculty and
staff are encouraged to integrate Ignatian values into their work.
Many professors begin classes with a brief reflection, offer office
hours for spiritual conversation, or incorporate community-
engaged learning into their syllabi. The Faculty Mission and
Ministry office provides resources and retreats to help faculty
deepen their own spiritual lives and connect their teaching and
research to the university’s mission.

Staff members in administrative roles also contribute to this
culture. Residence life directors, campus safety officers, dining
staff, and advisors all play a part in creating an environment
where Finding God In All Things Marquette University is
more than a slogan—it is a lived reality. The university’s
commitment to inclusive excellence means that people of all
faiths or no faith are welcomed and respected. The Ignatian
approach is to find God in all people, not only in one’s own
religious tradition.

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES: DOUBT AND DESOLATION

It would be misleading to suggest that Finding God In All
Things Marquette University is always easy. College students
face immense pressures: academic demands, social anxieties,
identity questions, and existential doubts. Ignatian spirituality,
however, does not ignore these struggles. St. Ignatius
emphasized the importance of “discernment of spirits,” which
involves recognizing periods of consolation (feeling close to God)
and desolation (feeling distant). Both are considered part of the
spiritual journey.

Marquette provides resources for those going through difficult
times. The Counseling Center offers mental health support,
while Campus Ministry offers spiritual guidance. Retreats often
include times for silence, journaling, and conversation with a
spiritual director. Students are taught that God can be found
even in darkness, and that questioning is not a rejection of faith
but a deepening of it. This honest approach makes the
university’s mission authentic and accessible.

For many alumni, the ability to find God in all things becomes a
lifelong skill. They carry it into their careers, families, and
communities, wherever life leads them. Marquette’s alumni
network is a testament to the enduring impact of this spiritual
formation.

HOW TO EXPERIENCE “FINDING GOD IN ALL THINGS”
AT MARQUETTE

If you are a prospective student considering Marquette, or if you
are already on campus and want to deepen your experience,
there are many ways to engage with Finding God In All Things
Marquette University. Consider the following:

¢ Attend Mass or a prayer service at the Gesu. The
community is welcoming and the music is inspiring.

¢ Visit the Center for Ignatian Spirituality for a quided
retreat or spiritual direction.

* Take a theology or philosophy course that focuses on
Ignatian spirituality. Courses like “Ignatian Spirituality in
the Modern World” are popular.

¢ Volunteer regularly with a campus service organization.
Experiencing God's presence in others is transformative.

e Join a faith-sharing group or living-learning community.
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* Meet with a spiritual director to explore your own
journey. Many directors are available at no cost to
students.

e Attend the Manresa program for a deeper immersion in
Ignatian spirituality.

Each of these steps helps move the notion of Finding God In All
Things Marquette University from abstract concept to lived

reality.

CONCLUSION: A LIFELONG WAY OF SEEING

Finding God In All Things Marquette University is not a
program that ends at graduation; it is a way of perceiving and
engaging with the world that remains with students for the rest of
their lives. Marquette



