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UNDERSTANDING THE ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM RESULTS: YOUR GUIDE TO THE
NEXT STEPS

The release of the Erie County Sheriff Exam results is a pivotal moment for anyone pursuing a career
in law enforcement within the county. Whether you’ve just taken the civil service exam to become a
deputy sheriff or you’re planning to take it in the future, knowing what the results mean, how they
are used, and what comes next can make the difference between landing the job and being passed
over.  This  comprehensive  guide  walks  you  through  every  aspect  of  the  Erie  County  Sheriff  Exam
results, from scoring and ranking to the hiring process and common questions candidates have.

WHAT IS THE ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM?

The  Erie  County  Sheriff  Exam is  a  standardized  civil  service  test  administered  by  the  Erie  County
Department of Human Resources (or the local civil service commission, depending on jurisdiction). It
is designed to assess the aptitude, reasoning, and problem-solving skills of candidates seeking
employment as deputy sheriffs or other law enforcement roles within the Erie County Sheriff’s Office.
In  many  jurisdictions,  this  exam is  the  first  major  hurdle  in  a  competitive  hiring  process  that  also
includes physical fitness tests, background checks, psychological evaluations, and interviews.
The  exam  typically  covers  topics  such  as  reading  comprehension,  arithmetic,  memory,  and
situational judgment. Some versions also include a written component to evaluate communication
skills.  The  results  of  this  exam  are  used  to  create  an  eligibility  list—a  ranked  roster  of  qualified
candidates from which the sheriff’s office fills vacancies over a set period, usually one to two years.

Why the Exam Results Matter
The Erie County Sheriff Exam results directly determine your position on the eligibility list. A higher
score places you higher on the list, increasing your chances of being called for an interview or being
offered  a  position.  In  many  cases,  the  sheriff’s  office  must  hire  from  this  list  in  strict  rank  order
unless they have specific exemptions or alternative selection procedures. Therefore, understanding
your score and how it compares to others is crucial for planning your next career move.

HOW THE ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM RESULTS ARE SCORED AND USED

Scoring  on  the  Erie  County  Sheriff  Exam  is  typically  on  a  scale  of  0  to  100,  with  70  or  higher
considered passing. However, the exact passing threshold may vary by exam cycle and the needs of

the  sheriff’s  office.  In  some  cases,  additional  points  may  be  added  for  veterans,  residents  of  Erie
County,  or  candidates  with  prior  law  enforcement  experience.  These  preferences  can  significantly
affect your final score and ranking.
Once scored, the results are compiled into a district eligibility list. The list includes the candidate’s
name, rank position, and final score, along with any preference points. The list is often published on
the Erie County civil service website or distributed to candidates via mail or email. It is important to
note that the list is typically valid for 12 to 24 months, after which a new exam may be required.

Key Components of the Eligibility List
Rank: Your numeric position on the list. Rank 1 is the highest.
Score: Your composite score after adding any preference points.
Status: Active, inactive, or removed for various reasons (e.g., failed background check).
Preference Points: Additional points granted for veterans, residency, or other criteria.

When a vacancy occurs, the sheriff’s office must (under most civil service rules) appoint a candidate
from the top three ranks on the eligibility list—the “Rule of Three.” This means that while a high
score  is  beneficial,  it  does  not  guarantee  an  immediate  job  offer.  The  hiring  authority  has  some
discretion within the top ranks.

WHEN AND WHERE TO ACCESS ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM RESULTS

The timeline for receiving Erie County Sheriff Exam results varies by exam cycle. Typically, results
are released within 4 to 8 weeks after the exam date. Candidates are usually notified via the contact
information they provided during registration—commonly by email or postal mail. In many cases, the
results are also posted on the official Erie County government website or the civil service portal.

Steps to Check Your Results
Visit the Erie County Department of Human Resources or civil service website.1.
Look for the section titled “Exam Results” or “Eligibility Lists.”2.
Select the specific exam title (e.g., “Deputy Sheriff – Erie County”).3.
Enter your candidate ID or social security number as prompted.4.
Review your score, rank, and list status.5.

If you have trouble accessing your results, contact the civil service office directly. Keep in mind that
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some jurisdictions require you to log into a secure candidate portal to view detailed results, while
others publish a public list with candidate numbers only (not names) to protect privacy.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR SCORE AND RANKING ON THE ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF
EXAM

Your score is a raw number, but its real significance lies in how it compares to other candidates. A
score of 90 might seem excellent, but if dozens of candidates scored 95 or higher with preference
points, your rank could be lower than expected. Conversely, a score of 75 might place you near the
top if the exam was particularly difficult or if many candidates failed.

Interpreting Preference Points
Preference points can dramatically shift rankings. In New York (if Erie County is assumed in NY),
veterans  may  receive  an  additional  5  to  10  points.  Some  counties  also  offer  points  for  being  a
county resident or for having prior law enforcement or military service. These points are added to
your raw exam score, so a candidate with a raw score of 82 and 10 preference points would have a
final score of 92, potentially jumping ahead of someone who scored 90 raw but had no preference
points.
Candidates  who  are  not  satisfied  with  their  score  may  sometimes  request  a  rescore  or  review  of
exam errors, but this is rare. Most civil service agencies have a formal appeals process that must be
initiated within a short window after results are posted.

AFTER THE RESULTS: NEXT STEPS IN THE HIRING PROCESS

Receiving your Erie County Sheriff Exam results is only the beginning. What follows is a multi-step
hiring process that can take months or even over a year. Here is a typical sequence of events after
the eligibility list is established:

1. Interview Invitations
The sheriff’s  office will  contact  candidates  from the top of  the list,  usually  starting with  rank 1,  to
schedule interviews. If you are not in the top several ranks, you may not receive an interview
immediately, but keep your contact information current and respond promptly if called.

2. Background Investigation
All serious candidates undergo a thorough background check. This includes criminal history, credit
checks,  employment  verification,  and  personal  references.  Any  discrepancies  or  red  flags  can
disqualify  you  from  the  list.

3. Physical Agility Test
While the written exam tests cognitive skills, candidates must also pass a physical fitness test. This
may include running, push-ups, sit-ups, and other exercises relevant to law enforcement duties.
Failure to meet the minimum standards can result in removal from the eligibility list.

4. Psychological Evaluation
A licensed psychologist will assess your mental fitness for the role. This typically involves a written
personality  inventory  and an interview.  The goal  is  to  ensure you can handle  the stress  and
demands of the job.

5. Medical Examination
A comprehensive medical exam, including drug screening, vision and hearing tests, and overall
health assessment, is required before a final job offer.

6. Final Appointment
If  you successfully  pass all  stages,  you will  receive a conditional  offer of  employment,  followed by
attendance at the Sheriff’s Academy for training. Your final score on the exam remains part of your
record, but your continued eligibility depends on performance in subsequent phases.

TIPS FOR CANDIDATES AWAITING OR REVIEWING ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM
RESULTS

Stay organized: Keep a copy of your exam confirmation and any correspondence from the
civil service office.
Monitor the official website: Check for updates regularly, especially if the timeline exceeds
the expected 8 weeks.
Prepare for the next steps early: Even before results are released, start improving your
physical fitness and gathering documents for background checks.
Understand the appeal process: If you suspect a scoring error, act quickly. The window for
appeals is often only 10 to 20 days.
Network with current deputies: Learn about the culture and expectations of the Erie
County Sheriff’s Office. This can help you during interviews.
Consider retaking the exam: If you did not score as high as you hoped, find out when the
next exam cycle is open. Many candidates take the exam multiple times to improve their rank.
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COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF EXAM RESULTS

How long do the exam results stay valid?
The eligibility list is typically valid for 12 to 24 months, depending on county policy. Some extensions
may be granted, but it’s best to plan for the possibility that you may need to re-test if not hired
within that period.

Can I see my raw test score?
Usually,  only  the  final  score  is  reported,  but  some  jurisdictions  allow  you  to  request  a  score
breakdown.  Contact  the  civil  service  office  for  details.

What if I lose my results notification?
You can often retrieve your results by logging into the candidate portal or contacting the civil service
office with your identification information.

Do I need to take the exam again if I move
to a different county?

Generally yes. Each county administers its own civil service exams. However, some counties have
reciprocity agreements. Check with the Erie County Human Resources department to confirm.

What happens if I am hired from a
different eligibility list during the same
period?
If you are appointed to a permanent position elsewhere, you are typically removed from the Erie
County list. Always inform the civil service office of any changes in your employment status.

CONCLUSION

The  Erie  County  Sheriff  Exam  results  are  a  crucial  milestone  on  the  path  to  a  career  in  law
enforcement.  They determine your initial  ranking and set the stage for the hiring process.  By
understanding  how  the  scoring  works,  where  to  find  your  results,  and  what  steps  follow,  you  can
navigate this competitive journey with confidence. Whether you are checking your score for the first
time or preparing for the next exam cycle, keep your focus on the ultimate goal: serving and
protecting  the  community  of  Erie  County  as  a  sheriff’s  deputy.  Stay  informed,  stay  prepared,  and
take the next step toward your future in law enforcement.


