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INTRODUCTION:
UNLOCK YOUR
INNER ARTIST
WITH SIMPLE
ANIMAL
DRAWINGS

Have you ever wanted
to sketch a cute cat, a
loyal dog, or a majestic
b i r d  b u t  f e l t
intimidated  by  the
blank  page?  You  are
n o t  a l o n e .  M a n y
aspiring artists believe
that  drawing  animals
requ i res  years  o f
pract ice  or  innate
ta lent .  The  t ruth ,
however,  is  far  more

encouraging.  Learning
How To Draw Basic
Animals is a skill that
anyone  can  develop
w i t h  t h e  r i g h t
approach. By breaking
d o w n  c o m p l e x
creatures  into  simple
shapes  and lines,  you
can  create  charming
illustrations  that  bring
joy  to  yourself  and
others.
In  this  comprehensive
guide, we will walk you
t h r o u g h  t h e
f u n d a m e n t a l
techniques for drawing
basic animals. Whether
you  are  a  complete
beginner  or  someone
looking  to  refine  your
skills,  these  step-by-
step methods will build

https://app.ardentx.com/


2

2 How To Draw Basic Animals 2022-09-22

your  confidence.  We
will  cover  essential
materials, the power of
geometric shapes, and
specific  tutorials  for
popular  animals  like
cats,  dogs,  birds,  and
fish.  Along  the  way,
you will discover tips to
add  personality  and
movement  to  your
sketches.  By  the  end,
you  will  have  a  solid
foundation  in  basic
animal  drawing  that
you  can  expand upon
for years to come.
Remember ,  a r t  i s
about  expression,  not
perfection. Every great
art ist  started  with
simple  lines.  So  grab
your pencil, relax, and
let  us  exp lore  the
wonderful  world  of
drawing  animals.

WHY START WITH
BASIC ANIMALS?

Drawing animals is one
of the most rewarding
subjects for beginners.

Animals  have  distinct
s h a p e s  a n d
expressions that make
them fun  to  recreate.
Moreover,  mastering
How To Draw Basic
Animals  teaches  you
core  artistic  principles
l i k e  p r o p o r t i o n ,
observa t ion ,  and
shading. You will learn
to see the world as a
collection  of  circles,
ovals,  and  rectangles.
This  foundational  skill
can later be applied to
more complex subjects
l i k e  h u m a n s ,
landscapes,  or  even
fantasy  creatures.
Additionally,  animal
d r a w i n g s  a r e
universally  appealing.
A  simple  sketch  of  a
sleeping  puppy  or  a
p layfu l  k i t ten  can
brighten  someone's
day.  Shar ing  your
progress  on  social
media or in a personal
journal  becomes  a
source  of  pride.  So,
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take  the  first  step
wi thout  fear .  The
journey of  a thousand
masterpieces  begins
with  a  single  line.

ESSENTIAL
MATERIALS FOR
DRAWING BASIC
ANIMALS

Before  div ing  into
tutorials,  let's  talk
about tools. You do not
n e e d  e x p e n s i v e
supplies to learn How
T o  D r a w  B a s i c
Animals .  I n  fac t ,
simplicity  often  yields
the  best  results.  Here
i s  a  l i s t  o f
r e c o m m e n d e d
materials:

Graphite
pencils (HB, 2B,
and 4B are
versatile choices)
Sketch paper or
a notebook with
smooth pages
Eraser (kneaded
erasers are great

for gentle
corrections)
Sharpener to
keep your pencils
precise
Ruler (optional,
but helpful for
proportions)
Reference
images (use
photos or real-
life animals)

As  you  progress,  you
can  experiment  with
c o l o r e d  p e n c i l s ,
markers,  or  digital
tools. But for now, stick
to the basics. The most
important asset is your
willingness to practice.
Remember,  even  a
simple ballpoint pen on
a napkin can produce a
lovely animal sketch if
you  follow  the  right
steps.

THE FOUNDATION:
USING BASIC
SHAPES TO DRAW
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ANIMALS

Every  complex  animal
drawing  starts  with
s imple  geometr ic
shapes.  Circles,  ovals,
t r i a n g l e s ,  a n d
rectangles serve as the
building  blocks.  This
technique is known as
constructive  drawing,
and  it  is  the  secret
b e h i n d  m a n y
professional  artists'
work.  When you learn
How To Draw Basic
Animals ,  you  are
essentially  learning
h o w  t o  s e e  t h e
underlying structure of
a living creature.

Step 1:
Observe
and

Simplify
Look  at  a  photograph
of a cat. Notice how its
h e a d  c a n  b e
approximated  by  a
circle,  its  body  by  an
elongated oval, and its
ears  by  triangles.  The
legs are like cylinders,
and the tail is a curved
line.  By  identifying
these  shapes,  you
r e m o v e  t h e
intimidation  of  detail.
You  are  not  drawing
fur, whiskers, and eyes
in i t i a l l y ;  you  a re
drawing a collection of
simple forms.

Step 2:
Lightly
Sketch
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the
Framewo

rk
Using  a  hard  pencil
( l ike  HB),  draw  the
basic shapes lightly on
your  paper.  Do  not
press hard, as you will
erase some lines later.
For example, to draw a
dog from the side view,
start  with  a  circle  for
the head, a larger oval
for  the  chest,  and  a
smaller  oval  for  the
hindquarters.  Connect
them with a curved line
for the spine. Add four
leg  lines  (like  sticks)
and a tail  shape.  This
framework  guides  the
final drawing.

Step 3:

Refine
the
Silhouett
e
Once the shapes are in
p l a c e ,  b e g i n
connecting  them  with
s m o o t h e r ,  m o r e
organic  lines.  Round
the  corners  of  the
circles  to  create  the
animal's  contour.  Add
the  neck,  adjust  the
position  of  the  ears,
and define the  muzzle.
At this stage, you are
t rans fo rming  the
geometric skeleton into
a recognizable animal.

Step 4:
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Add
Details
and

Shading
After  the main outline
is satisfactory, you can
add facial features, fur
textures, and shadows.
Use a softer pencil (like
2B)  for  darker  areas.
Shading  gives  depth
a n d  m a k e s  y o u r
drawing  look  three-
d imens iona l .  Fo r
beginners,  s imple
hatching (parallel lines)
or  b lending  with  a
finger can produce nice
effects.

TUTORIAL: HOW
TO DRAW A BASIC
CAT

C a t s  a r e  p o p u l a r
subjects  because  of
their  graceful  curves

and  expressive  faces.
Let's  apply  the  shape
method  to  create  a
simple  seated  cat.

Draw a circle1.
for the head near
the top center of
your paper.
Add a larger2.
oval below and
slightly
overlapping the
circle for the
body. Make sure
the oval is wider
at the bottom for
the seated
posture.
Sketch3.
triangles on top
of the head for
ears. Point them
outward slightly.
Draw two small4.
circles for the
front paws
resting on the
ground, and two
larger ovals for
the back
haunches.
Connect the5.
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shapes with
smooth lines.
Define the chin,
the curve of the
back, and the
proud chest.
Add the tail6.
sweeping around
the front or side.
Use a curved line
that thickens at
the tip.
Draw facial7.
features: two
almond-shaped
eyes, a small
triangle for the
nose, and a
gentle curved
mouth. Whiskers
can be thin lines
extending
outward.
Erase the8.
guiding shapes
and refine the
outline. Add fur
texture with
short, quick
strokes. Shade
under the chin,
belly, and tail for

depth.

Practice  this  several
t imes,  varying  the
position of the ears and
tail  to  create  different
moods. This exercise is
a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
learning How To Draw
B a s i c  A n i m a l s
because it teaches you
to build from simple to
complex.

TUTORIAL: HOW
TO DRAW A BASIC
DOG

Dogs  come  in  many
shapes and sizes, but a
generic standing dog is
a great starting point.

Draw a circle1.
for the head.
Below the2.
head, draw an
oval for the
chest area
(ribcage).
Behind the3.
chest oval,
draw another
oval slightly
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smaller for the
hindquarters.
Leave a gap
between the two
ovals for the
waist.
Connect the4.
ovals with lines
to form the belly
and back.
Add four leg5.
cylinders. The
front legs are
straight, the back
legs have a bent
angle (like a "Z"
shape).
Draw a6.
triangular nose
at the front of
the head circle,
and add floppy or
pointed ears
depending on the
breed.
Sketch the tail7.
either straight
out or curved
upward.
Flesh out the8.
details: eyes,
nose, mouth, and

a few fur lines.
Erase the initial
shapes and
darken the final
lines.

Remember  that  dogs
have  thicker  muzzles
than cats. Their bodies
a r e  m o r e  r o b u s t .
P rac t i ce  d raw ing
different  dog
postures—sitting,  lying
d o w n ,  o r
running—once  you
master  the  standing
version.

TUTORIAL: HOW
TO DRAW A BASIC
BIRD

Birds are excellent for
learning  how  to  draw
animals  with  simple
t w o - s h a p e
combinations.  A  side-
view bird is very easy.

Draw a small1.
circle for the
head.
Draw a larger2.
oval overlapping
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the circle for the
body. Tilt the
oval slightly
backward for a
natural posture.
Add a triangle3.
for the beak,
pointing forward
from the head.
Draw a small4.
circle for the eye
near the top of
the head.
Add wing5.
shapes: a
teardrop or leaf
shape on the
side of the body.
Draw the tail as6.
a small fan of
triangles at the
back of the body.
Sketch two7.
thin legs with
small claws
(three toes
forward, one
back).
Refine the8.
outline and add
feathers with
light curved

lines. Shade
under the wing
and belly.

Birds are also great for
practicing  different
poses—perched,  flying,
or  feeding.  The shape
method makes it easy
to adjust the angle of
the body and head.

TUTORIAL: HOW
TO DRAW A BASIC
FISH

Fish  are  perhaps  the
simplest  animals  to
draw because they are
basically  ovals  with
fins.  This  makes  them
perfect  for  absolute
beginners.

Draw a1.
horizontal oval
for the body.
Make one end
slightly pointed
(the head) and
the other end
slightly rounded.
Add a triangle2.
for the tail fin at
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the pointed end
(the tail is
actually attached
to the body, so
place it at the
rear).
Draw a small3.
circle for the eye
near the head
end.
Add a curved4.
line for the
mouth.
Sketch dorsal5.
fin (top of body)
as a small
triangle or
curved shape.
Draw pectoral6.
and pelvic fins
(on the sides and
bottom) as
smaller triangles
or rounded
shapes.
Outline and7.
shade to give
volume. Add
scales with tiny
overlapping arcs
if you like.

E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h

different  fish  types:
round  goldfish,  long
e e l s ,  o r  a n g u l a r
angelfish.  The  basic
shape remains an oval,
but  the  proportions
change.

TIPS TO IMPROVE
YOUR BASIC
ANIMAL
DRAWINGS

Mastering  How  To
Draw Basic  Animals
t akes  cons i s t en t
practice,  but  here  are
some tips to accelerate
your progress:

Start with
simple animals
like fish, birds, or
cats before
attempting
complex ones
like horses or
elephants.
Use reference
images for
every new
animal. Do not
rely on memory
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initially.
Focus on
proportions. For
example, a dog's
legs are longer
relative to its
body compared
to a cat's.
Draw lightly so
you can adjust
mistakes easily.
Practice
gesture
drawing: quick
sketches (30
seconds to 2
minutes) that
capture the
animal's
movement and
energy. This
loosens up your
wrist.
Study animal
anatomy from
books or online
resources to
understand bone
and muscle
structure.
Vary your line
thickness.

Thicker lines can
indicate shadows
or closer parts,
while thinner
lines show light
areas.
Keep a
sketchbook
dedicated to
animals. Draw at
least one animal
sketch daily.
Don't be afraid
to make
mistakes. Every
error teaches
you something
about lines and
shapes.
Share your
work with
friends or in
online
communities for
constructive
feedback.

R e m e m b e r ,
consistency  beats
intensity.  Even  15
minutes  of  drawing
each  day  will  lead  to
n o t i c e a b l e
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improvement  over  a month.


