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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF A
SUMMER CAMP
CLASSIC

When  i t  comes  t o
children's  literature
that captures the spirit
of rebellion, adventure,
and  the  deep-seated
desire for comfort, few
books  resonate  as
powerfully  as  I  Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon  Korman .
Published in 1981, this
n o v e l  b e c a m e  a n
i n s t a n t  c l a s s i c ,
introducing  readers  to

the unforgettable Rudy
Miller and his relentless
quest  to  escape  the
d r e a d e d  C a m p
Algonkian  Island.  For
d e c a d e s ,  y o u n g
readers  have  found  a
kindred spirit  in Rudy,
a boy who would rather
be anywhere else than
in  the great  outdoors.
This  article  explores
the  plot,  characters,
themes,  and  enduring
legacy of  this  beloved
book,  offering  a
comprehensive look at
why  I  Want  To  Go
Home  By  Gordon
Korman  remains  a
s t a p l e  o n  s c h o o l
reading  l ists  and  a
f a v o r i t e  a m o n g
reluctant  readers.
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ABOUT THE
AUTHOR: GORDON
KORMAN

To  truly  appreciate  I
Want  To  Go  Home
By  Gordon  Korman,
i t  i s  h e l p f u l  t o
understand  the  man
beh ind  the  s to ry .
Gordon  Korman  wrote
his  first  book,  This
Can't Be Happening at
Macdonald Hall, at the
age of 12 as a project
for  his  seventh-grade
English  class.  That
early success launched
one of the most prolific
careers  in  Canadian
a n d  A m e r i c a n
children's  literature.
Korman  has  s ince
w r i t t e n  o v e r  1 0 0
b o o k s ,  s p a n n i n g
genres from humorous
schoo l  s t o r i e s  t o
serious adventure and
mystery. His signature
style—a blend of  fast-
p a c e d  d i a l o g u e ,
relatable  characters,

and  laugh-out-loud
situations—is  on  full
display  in  I  Want To
Go Home By Gordon
Korman.  This  novel
showcases his ability to
take a simple premise
(a boy trying to escape
summer  camp)  and
turn it into a hilarious,
h e a r t f e l t ,  a n d
surprisingly  clever
narrative.

PLOT SUMMARY:
THE GREAT
ESCAPE ARTIST

Introduci
ng Rudy
Miller
The  story  centers  on
R u d y  M i l l e r ,  a
r e s o u r c e f u l  a n d
determined 12-year-old
who is sent against his
will to Camp Algonkian
I s l a n d .  F r o m  t h e
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moment  he  arrives,
Rudy is  miserable.  He
hates  the  bugs,  the
l u m p y  f o o d ,  t h e
mandatory  activities,
and  the  authoritarian
counselors.  His  only
goal is to go home, and
he  is  w i l l ing  to  do
whatever  it  takes  to
achieve that objective.
I Want To Go Home
By  Gordon  Korman
i m m e d i a t e l y
establishes  Rudy's
character  as  a  clever,
sometimes  arrogant,
b u t  u l t i m a t e l y
s y m p a t h e t i c
p r o t a g o n i s t .  H i s
intelligence,  which
makes  him  a  poor  fit
f o r  t h e  c a m p ' s
s t r u c t u r e d
environment,  becomes
his greatest weapon in
his  battle  against  the
camp administration.

The Role
of Mike
Webster
Rudy is not alone in his
misery.  He  quickly
b e f r i e n d s  M i k e
Webster ,  a  fe l low
camper  who  becomes
his  partner  in  crime.
Mike  is  quieter  and
more  hesitant  than
Rudy, but he is drawn
into  Rudy's  elaborate
escape  plans.  The
dynamic between Rudy
and  Mike  is  a  central
pillar of I Want To Go
Home  By  Gordon
Korman.  Rudy  is  the
i d e a  m a n ,  t h e
schemer;  Mike  is  the
skeptical  but  loyal
sidekick.  Together,
they  attempt  a  series
of  increasingly  absurd
and  creative  escapes
from  Camp  Algonkian
Island.
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The
Escalatin
g
Escapes
The core of the novel is
a series of failed (and
partially  successful)
escape attempts. Each
a t t e m p t  i s  m o r e
inventive than the last.
From  trying  to  swim
across  the  lake  to
building  a  makeshift
raft,  from  smuggling
themselves  out  in  the
camp laundry truck to
attempting  a  clever
disguise,  Rudy  and
Mike  leave  no  stone
unturned.  I  Want  To
Go Home By Gordon
Korman  uses  these
episodes  to  build  a
rhythmic  structure  of
hope,  execution,  and
hilarious  failure.  The

camp  counselors,  led
by  the  hapless  Mr.
Feinin  and  the  strict
camp  director,  Mr.
S o u v a n n a ,  a r e
constantly  outwitted
but always manage to
thwart Rudy's plans at
the last  moment.  This
cat-and-mouse  game
d r i v e s  t h e  s t o r y
forward  and  keeps
readers  turning  the
pages.

MAJOR
CHARACTERS AND
THEIR
DEVELOPMENT

Rudy
Miller:
The
Unwilling
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Camper
Rudy is the heart and
soul of I Want To Go
Home  By  Gordon
Korman.  He  is  not  a
bad kid; he is simply a
square peg in a round
h o l e .  H e  i s
intellectually  curious,
independent ,  and
deeply unhappy in the
reg imented  camp
env i ronment .  H i s
character development
i s  s u b t l e  b u t
significant.  Over  the
course  of  the  book,
Rudy learns to channel
his resourcefulness and
to appreciate the value
of friendship. While his
des i re  to  go  home
never  wavers ,  h is
journey  teaches  him
about  res i l i ence ,
compromise,  and  the
idea that home is  not
just a place, but a state
of being. Rudy's voice
i s  a u t h e n t i c  a n d

humorous, making him
a  relatable  figure  for
any child who has ever
f e l t  t r a p p e d  o r
misunderstood.

Mike
Webster:
The
Reluctant
Sidekick
Mike Webster provides
t h e  p e r f e c t
counterbalance  to
Rudy's boldness. He is
more cautious and has
a  greater  sense  of
practicality.  In  many
ways,  Mike  represents
the  reader  within  the
story,  reacting  with
disbelief  and  concern
to Rudy's wild plans. I
Want  To  Go  Home
By  Gordon  Korman
uses  Mike  to  ground
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the  narrat ive.  H is
loyalty to Rudy, despite
his  better  judgment,
highlights the power of
friendship.  Mike grows
braver  as  the  story
progresses, learning to
stand  up  for  himself
and  embracing  the
adventure,  even  if  it
m a k e s  h i m
uncomfortable.

The
Antagonis
ts:
Counselor
s and
Authority
The adults  in  I  Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon  Korman  are
not  villains,  but  they
are  obstacles.  Mr.

Souvanna,  the  camp
director,  is  strict  and
by the book. Mr. Feinin
i s  a  b u m b l i n g
c o u n s e l o r  w h o  i s
c o n s i s t e n t l y
outsmarted  by  Rudy.
T h e  c o u n s e l o r s
represent  the  system
that  Rudy  is  fighting
against.  They  are  not
cruel,  but  they  are
inflexible. This nuanced
portrayal  of  authority
makes the story more
rea l i s t i c .  Korman
a v o i d s  s i m p l e
caricatures;  the adults
h a v e  t h e i r  o w n
m o t i v a t i o n s  a n d
limitations, which adds
depth to the conflict.

KEY THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
NOVEL

The
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Search
for Home
and

Belonging
The  most  obv ious
theme  in  I  Want  To
Go Home By Gordon
K o r m a n  i s  t h e
universal  desire  for
home and comfort. For
R u d y ,  " h o m e "
represents  more  than
just a physical building.
I t  r e p r e s e n t s
autonomy,  familiarity,
and a place where he
is  understood.  This
theme  resona tes
deeply  with  children,
especially  those  who
have  exper ienced
homesickness  or  who
have felt out of place.
The  novel  validates
these  feelings  while
also  suggesting  that

growth  often  happens
o u t s i d e  o f  o n e ' s
comfort  zone.

Friendshi
p and
Loyalty
R u d y  a n d  M i k e ' s
f r i e n d s h i p  i s  t h e
emotional  core  of  the
book. Their shared goal
of  escaping  creates  a
strong  bond.  I  Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon  Korman
e x p l o r e s  h o w
friendship can develop
i n  u n e x p e c t e d
circumstances and how
mutual  support  can
help  people  endure
difficult  situations.  The
loyalty  between  the
two boys is tested but
n e v e r  b r o k e n ,
illustrating  that  true
friendship  involves
both  fun  and  sacrifice.
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Resourcef
ulness
and
Problem-
Solving
Rudy  is  a  master  of
problem-solving.  Every
obstacle he encounters
sparks a new idea. This
theme  encourages
r e a d e r s  t o  t h i n k
creatively  and  to  see
c h a l l e n g e s  a s
opportunities.  The
nove l  ce l eb ra tes
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d
ingenuity,  even  when
they  a re  used  fo r
mischievous  purposes.
I Want To Go Home
By  Gordon  Korman
implicitly  teaches  that
b e i n g  c l e v e r  a n d
persistent can help you
navigate  difficult

situations—a  valuable
l e s s o n  f o r  y o u n g
readers.

Individual
ity vs.
Conformit
y
Camp Algonkian Island
is  a  place  of  rules,
s c h e d u l e s ,  a n d
enforced  conformity.
Rudy is an individualist
who chafes against this
structure.  The  novel
raises questions about
the  balance  between
fitting  in  and  staying
true to oneself. Rudy is
not  a  rebel  without  a
c a u s e ;  h e  r e b e l s
b e c a u s e  t h e
environment  is  wrong
for him. I Want To Go
Home  By  Gordon
Korman  encourages
readers to respect their
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own  needs  and  to
question  systems  that
do  not  serve  them,
while  also  recognizing
t h e  v a l u e  o f
cooperation.

WRITING STYLE
AND TONE

Gordon  Korman 's
writing style in I Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon  Korman  is
characterized by sharp
dialogue,  situational
comedy,  and  a  fast-
paced plot. The tone is
l i gh thea r ted  and
humorous,  even  when
the  characters  are
f a c i n g  g e n u i n e
frustration. Korman has
a  g i f t  f o r  w r i t i n g
b e l i e v a b l e  c h i l d
characters  who  speak
and think in authentic
ways.  The  humor  is
never mean-spirited; it
a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e
a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e
s i t u a t i o n s  R u d y
creates.  The  narrative

voice is close to Rudy's
perspective,  allowing
readers  to  see  the
world through his eyes
a n d  r o o t  f o r  h i s
s u c c e s s .  T h i s
accessible  style  is  a
key  reason  why  the
book  remains  popular
with reluctant readers.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF I WANT
TO GO HOME

A Classic
for
Multiple
Generatio
ns
Since its publication, I
Want  To  Go  Home
By  Gordon  Korman
has  been  enjoyed  by
multiple generations of
readers.  Parents  who
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read the book in their
youth now share it with
their own children. This
c ross -genera t i ona l
appeal  is  a  testament
to the timelessness of
the  themes  and  the
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e
s to ry te l l i ng .  The
specific  setting  of  a
1980s  summer  camp
may  fee l  dated  to
some,  but  the  core
emotions—homesickne
ss, boredom, the desire
for adventure, and the
v a l u e  o f
fr iendship—are  as
relevant today as they
were forty years ago.

Use in
Education
al
Settings
The book is frequently
used in  classrooms to

discuss  themes  of
c h a r a c t e r
development,  plot
structure,  and  humor
i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t s
manageable  length
and  engaging  story
make  it  an  excellent
choice  for  middle-
g r a d e  r e a d e r s .
Teachers  often  use  I
Want  To  Go  Home
By  Gordon  Korman
as  a  springboard  for
c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g
assignments,  asking
students  to  plan  their
own  escape  routes  or
t o  w r i t e  f r om  the
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a
different character. The
book's  clear  narrative
arc  provides  a  useful
m o d e l  f o r
understanding  story
structure.

Comparis



I Want To Go Home Gordon Korman 11

11

ons to
Other

Works
I Want To Go Home
By Gordon Korman is
often  compared  to
other  summer  camp
classics, such as Louis
Sachar's  Sideways
Stories  from  Wayside
School  (though that is
set  in  a  school)  and,
more  directly,  to  Judy
Blume's  The  Pain  and
the  Great  One  or  the
various  camp  stories
b y  B e t s y  B y a r s .
However,  Korman's
book stands out for its
s ingu la r  focus  on
e s c a p e  a n d  t h e
c l e v e r n e s s  o f  i t s
protagonist.  It  holds a
unique  place  in  the
canon  of  children's
l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t
summer  camp.

WHY THE BOOK
REMAINS POPULAR
TODAY

In  an  age  of  screens
a n d  d i g i t a l
entertainment,  a  book
about  a  boy trying to
escape  a  summer
camp might seem old-
fashioned. Yet I Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon  Korman
continues  to  find  new
readers.  This enduring
popular i ty  can  be
attributed  to  several
factors:

Relatable
Conflict: Almost
every child has
felt the desire to
escape a
situation they do
not like. The
book validates
this feeling.
Humor: The
comedy is
genuine and
timeless. The
physical comedy
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of escape
attempts and the
witty dialogue
keep readers
entertained.
Strong Voice:
Rudy Miller is a
memorable
character with a
distinctive voice.
Readers
remember him
long after they
finish the book.
Fast Pace: The
plot moves
quickly, with
each chapter
ending on a note
of suspense or
humor. This
makes it an easy
book to read in
one sitting.
Positive
Message:
Despite the focus
on escape, the
book ultimately
delivers a
positive message
about friendship,

resilience, and
the importance
of facing
challenges.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
AWARDS

While  I  Want  To  Go
Home  By  Gordon
Korman may not have
won  major  l i terary
awards, it has received
lasting  acclaim  from
readers and educators.
It is frequently cited in
lists  of  best  summer
camp  books  and  best
children's  comedies.
Critics  have  praised
Korman's  ability  to
create  a  fast-paced,
humorous  story  that
does  not  sacrifice
c h a r a c t e r
development. The book
h a s  a l s o  b e e n
recognized  for  i ts
appeal  to  reluctant
r e a d e r s ,  a
demographic  that
K o r m a n  h a s
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consistently  reached
throughout  his  career.
Its  inclusion  in  school
libraries  and  summer
r e a d i n g  l i s t s  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  i t s
perceived  value  as
both  entertainment
and  literature.

THEMES OF
RESILIENCE AND
GROWING UP

Beyond the humor and
the adventure, I Want
T o  G o  H o m e  B y
Gordon Korman  is  a
story  about  growing
up.  Rudy  begins  the

n o v e l  a s  a  s e l f -
centered boy who only
wan t s  t o  e scape .
T h r o u g h  h i s
experiences, he learns
to  think  about  others,
t o  a c c e p t
consequences,  and  to
find  joy  in  unexpected
places. The process of
trying  and  fai l ing,
getting  caught  and
trying  again,  teaches
him resilience.  By  the
end of the book, Rudy
is  still  Rudy—clever
and  independent—but
he  has  also  learned
something  important
about  perseverance


