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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT WITH
ANTICIPATION GUIDES

Every educator knows the challenge of
capturing students' attention before
diving into a new topic. You want them
to be curious, to activate prior
knowledge, and to become invested in
the learning journey. This is where the
anticipation guide comes in—a powerful,
research-backed strategy that sets the
stage for active reading and critical
thinking. But to implement this
effectively without spending hours on
design, you need a solid, ready-to-use
resource: an Anticipation Guide
Template Word document. In this
comprehensive guide, we'll explore what
anticipation guides are, why they work,
how to create your own template in
Microsoft Word, and how to adapt them
for any subject or grade level. Whether
you're a veteran teacher or a new
instructor, this article will help you
harness the full potential of this
instructional tool.

WHAT IS AN ANTICIPATION
GUIDE?

An anticipation guide is a structured set
of statements related to a topic or text
that students respond to before and
after reading. Typically formatted as a
list of agree/disagree prompts, it primes
learners to think about key concepts,
challenge assumptions, and make

predictions. The guide is revisited after
instruction to confirm or revise initial
responses, promoting metacognition and
deeper comprehension.

The use of an Anticipation Guide
Template Word streamlines this
process. Instead of manually formatting
tables or worrying about alignment,
teachers can simply open a pre-designed
Word document, enter their statements,
and print or share digitally. This
efficiency frees up time for what truly
matters: crafting high-quality prompts
that drive critical thinking.

Why Use an
Anticipation
Guide?

e Activates prior knowledge:
Students connect new information
to what they already know.

e Generates curiosity: Provocative
statements spark interest and
motivation.

e Encourages active reading:
Students read with a purpose,
looking for evidence that supports
or refutes their initial beliefs.

e Supports differentiation:
Guides can be tailored to various
reading levels and learning styles.

» Fosters discussion: Comparing
pre- and post-reading responses
leads to rich classroom
conversations.
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KEY ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE
ANTICIPATION GUIDE

Before you start customizing your
Anticipation Guide Template Word, it
helps to understand the critical
components that make this strategy
work. A well-designed guide typically
includes:

1. Clear instructions at the top,
explaining the purpose and
process.

2. A set of 4-10 statements that
are debatable, open-ended, and
directly related to the core
concepts of the text or topic.

3. Two columns: one for Before
Reading (agree/disagree) and one
for After Reading
(agree/disagree).

4. Space for evidence or
explanation—students can jot
down reasons, page numbers, or
guotes that support their post-
reading answers.

When you work with an Anticipation
Guide Template Word, these elements
are already formatted. You simply edit
the statements and adjust the layout as
needed. This saves time and ensures
consistency across multiple lessons.

HOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN
ANTICIPATION GUIDE IN
MICROSOFT WORD

Building a template from scratch is
straightforward. Follow these steps to
design a professional-looking
Anticipation Guide Template Word
that you can reuse again and again.

Step 1: Set Up
the Table

Open a new Word document. Insert a
table with three columns and as many
rows as you need (plus one header row).
A typical guide might have 5-6
statement rows. Label the columns:

e Column 1: "Statement"

e Column 2: "Before Reading
(Agree/Disagree)"

e Column 3: "After Reading
(Agree/Disagree)"

You can also add a fourth column for
"Evidence" if you want students to cite
sources. Adjust column widths so the
statement column is the largest.

Step 2: Write
Compelling
Statements

Your statements should be clear,
controversial enough to provoke
thought, and directly tied to learning
objectives. Avoid factual statements that
are obviously true or false (e.g., "The sky
is blue"). Instead, try something like:
"Technology has improved human
relationships more than it has damaged
them." This invites debate and requires
evidence from the text.

Step 3: Format
for Clarity

Use bold for the header row. Add
shading to alternating rows for

2 Anticipation Guide Template Word

2023-06-01



Anticipation Guide Template Word 3

readability. Place instructions at the top
in a text box or separate paragraph. For
example: "Read each statement. In the
first column, check 'Agree' or 'Disagree’
based on your current opinion. After
reading, complete the second column.
Be ready to discuss changes."

Step 4: Save as a
Reusable
Template

Once your layout is complete, save the
file as a Word Template (.dotx). Name it
something like
"Anticipation_Guide_Template.dotx".
Every time you need a new guide, open
this template, update the statements,
and save as a regular document. This
workflow keeps your original template
untouched.

WHERE TO FIND PRE-MADE
ANTICIPATION GUIDE TEMPLATES
FOR WORD

If you'd prefer not to build from scratch,
there are many free and paid
Anticipation Guide Template Word
resources available online. Educational
websites, teacher communities (like
Teachers Pay Teachers), and university
teaching centers often offer
downloadable templates. When selecting
one, look for:

e Editable tables without complex
formatting.

e Simple, clean design that prints
well.

e Inclusion of both pre- and post-
reading columns.

» Space for student names and date.

Remember that the best template is one
you can customize easily. Don't be afraid
to modify the layout to fit your specific
needs—add extra columns for evidence,
change the agree/disagree to a Likert
scale, or incorporate a "text evidence"
section on the back.

USING AN ANTICIPATION GUIDE
ACROSS SUBJECTS AND GRADE
LEVELS

The versatility of the anticipation guide
is one of its greatest strengths. With a
solid Anticipation Guide Template
Word, you can adapt the same structure
for any discipline.

Social Studies
and History

Use statements that challenge
preconceptions about historical events.
Example: "Ancient civilizations were less
advanced than modern ones in every
way." After studying the achievements
of the Maya or Romans, students can
revisit their answers with newfound
understanding.

Science

Prompt predictions about experiments or
natural phenomena. Example: "Plants
can only survive if they receive direct
sunlight." After a unit on photosynthesis
and adaptations, students will likely
change their stance—and have evidence
to explain why.

Literature and



Language Arts

Anticipation guides work brilliantly
before reading a novel or short story. For
To Kill a Mockingbird, you might include:
"It is always wrong to judge someone
based on rumors." After reading,
students can analyze how characters like
Boo Radley challenge that statement.

Mathematics
(Yes, It Works!)

Even in math, anticipation guides can
help. For a unit on probability, a
statement like "The more times you flip
a coin, the closer the results will be to
50% heads" invites students to think
about the law of large numbers before
formal instruction.

DIGITAL AND REMOTE LEARNING
ADAPTATIONS

With the rise of blended and online
learning, your Anticipation Guide
Template Word can be easily
transformed into a digital tool. Save the
document as a .docx and share it via a
learning management system (LMS) like
Google Classroom, Canvas, or
Schoology. Students can fill in the table
directly on their devices. Alternatively,
convert the template to a Google Docs
file for real-time collaboration and
commenting.

Another approach: use the anticipation
guide as a discussion board prompt.
Students post their initial responses,
then return after the lesson to add a new
post explaining how their thinking
changed. This encourages written
reflection and peer interaction.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN CREATING ANTICIPATION
GUIDES

Even with an excellent Anticipation
Guide Template Word, the
effectiveness of the strategy depends on
the quality of the statements and the
facilitation. Here are pitfalls to sidestep:

e Statements that are too
factual: "The Earth orbits the
Sun" is not debatable. Instead, use
"The Earth's orbit is the most
important reason for the seasons."

e Too many statements: Limit to
5-8. Overloading students leads to
fatigue and superficial responses.

e Lack of follow-up discussion:
The guide is not an end in itself.
Always dedicate time to discuss
how and why answers changed.

* Ignoring evidence: Require
students to cite specific
information from the text or lesson
to support their post-reading
answers.

HOW TO ASSESS AND REFLECT
USING ANTICIPATION GUIDES

Beyond engagement, anticipation guides
can be a formative assessment tool.
After students complete the "After
Reading" column, collect their guides
and look for patterns. Did most students
change their answer on a particular
statement? That indicates the lesson
was effective in challenging
misconceptions. Did many still hold the
same opinion? You might need to revisit
the content or ask deeper probing
questions.

You can also use the guide as a
springboard for writing. Have students
choose one statement and write a
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paragraph explaining the shift in their
thinking. For a Anticipation Guide
Template Word, you can add a final
section at the bottom: "Reflection: Which
statement surprised you the most after
reading? Why?"

CUSTOMIZING YOUR TEMPLATE:
ADVANCED TIPS

Once you're comfortable with the basic
Anticipation Guide Template Word,
consider enhancing it with these
variations:

e Add a "Before" and "After"
rating scale instead of simple
agree/disagree. Use a 1-5 scale
to capture nuanced opinions.

* Incorporate visuals. Place an
image or diagram next to a
statement to prompt visual
thinking.

e Create a group version. Have
small teams complete one guide
together, promoting collaborative
prediction and discussion.

e Use it as a review tool. After a
unit, students complete the guide

again without rereading the
text—this tests retention and
deeper understanding.

CONCLUSION

The anticipation guide is a simple yet
transformative strategy that invites
students to become active participants
in their own learning. By using a well-
crafted Anticipation Guide Template
Word, you eliminate the administrative
burden and focus on what matters:
designing thought-provoking statements
that challenge, engage, and enlighten.
Whether you teach history, science,
literature, or mathematics, this versatile
tool adapts to your curriculum and
fosters critical thinking skills that last a
lifetime. Start with a clean template,
customize it to your lesson, and watch
your students' curiosity ignite. The key is
not just in the template itself, but in the
purposeful conversations and reflections
that follow. So open Microsoft Word,
create your first anticipation guide
today, and experience the difference it
makes in your classroom.



