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UNEARTHING HISTORY: THE
ESSENTIAL ARROWHEAD
COLLECTOR’S COMPANION

For generations, the quiet thrill of finding
a perfectly chipped arrowhead in a
plowed field or along a riverbank has
captivated collectors, historians, and
outdoor enthusiasts alike. These small
stone artifacts are more than just
ancient tools; they are tangible
connections to the people who shaped
the North American continent long
before written records. However, for the
serious collector, the joy of discovery is
only the beginning. Once a point is in
hand, the real work begins: identifying
its type, understanding its cultural origin,
and determining its value. This is where
a trusted reference becomes
indispensable, and for decades, that
authority has been The Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowheads
Identification And Price Guide. This
comprehensive volume, often simply

called the Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowhead Identification And Price
Guide, has served as the bible for
collectors, archaeologists, and history
buffs, providing a standardized system
for one of America’'s most enduring
hobbies.

THE LEGACY OF THE OVERSTREET
GUIDE

The world of artifact collecting was a
fragmented space before Robert M.
Overstreet created his first quide.
Collectors relied on local knowledge,
word of mouth, and scattered academic
papers to identify their finds. Overstreet,
a dedicated collector himself, recognized
the need for a single, authoritative
source that could bridge the gap
between amateur enthusiasts and
professional archaeologists. First
published in the 1970s, The Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowheads
Identification And Price Guide quickly
became the standard. Its success lies in
its methodical approach to classification,
combining detailed illustrations,
historical context, and, crucially, a
reliable pricing structure based on
condition, rarity, and provenance.


https://app.ardentx.com/

A System of
Classification
That Works

One of the most daunting challenges for
a new collector is simply naming what
they have. Arrowheads come in a
dizzying array of shapes and sizes, each
with a specific name tied to its
geographic region and time period—from
the classic Clovis and Folsom points of
the Paleo-Indian period to the small,
triangular arrow points of the Woodland
and Mississippian eras. The Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowhead
Identification And Price Guide breaks
this down into a logical system. It
organizes points by state, region, and
typology, using high-quality photographs
and line drawings that highlight the key
diagnostic features of each type. The
guide emphasizes the importance of
flaking patterns, base shape, notching
style, and material, giving readers the
tools to make accurate identifications.
This systematic approach is what makes
the guide so valuable for arrowhead
identification, transforming a confusing
array of rocks into a categorized and
understandable history.

WHY THE OVERSTREET GUIDE IS
A COLLECTOR'S BEST FRIEND

Collecting arrowheads is a hobby that
bridges the past and present, but it also
involves practical considerations, such
as insurance, buying, selling, and
trading. Without a reliable price guide, a
collector is operating in the dark. The
Official Overstreet Indian Arrowhead
Identification And Price Guide
provides the transparency needed to

navigate the marketplace. It offers a
standardized grading system that
assesses condition, from "mint" to
"poor," which directly impacts value. By
using the guide, collectors can make
informed decisions, whether they are
negotiating at a show, buying online, or
valuing their own collection.

Understanding
Value and Rarity

Not all arrowheads are created equal. A
common, everyday hunting point might
be worth only a few dollars, while a rare
Paleo-Indian spearpoint in exceptional
condition can command tens of
thousands of dollars. The guide offers
crucial context for these disparities. It
explains that value is not just about age;
it is equally about rarity, artistic merit,
size, material, and historical significance.
For instance, a small, well-made obsidian
point from the Pacific Northwest might
be more valuable than a larger, cruder
quartzite point from the East Coast,
simply because of the scarcity of the
material and the skill required to work it.
The Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowheads Identification And Price
Guide helps collectors avoid the
common pitfalls of overvaluing a
common find or undervaluing a genuine
treasure. This pricing data is updated
periodically to reflect actual sales and
market trends, making it a living
document in the collecting world. Using
the Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowhead Identification And Price
Guide is the most reliable way to avoid
overpaying for a reproduction or,
conversely, selling a valuable piece for
far less than it is worth.
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HOW TO USE TIHEnGHtDHoNn And Price Guide

EFFECTIVELY

Using the Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowhead Identification And Price
Guide is straightforward, but a strategic
approach yields the best results. Here
are the steps a collector should take
when identifying a new find:

1. Determine the Material: Look at
the color, texture, and
translucency of the stone. Is it
flint, chert, obsidian, quartzite, or
jasper? The guide often provides
material descriptions that help
narrow down the search.

2. Assess the Condition: Honestly
grade your artifact. Does it have
any chips, dings, or signs of re-
sharpening? Is it perfectly
symmetrical? The guide’s
condition scale is critical for
accurate pricing.

3. Identify Key Features: Look at
the base. Is it concave, convex, or
straight? Are the notches side,
corner, or basal? What is the
overall shape—triangular,
lanceolate, or stemmed? These are
the primary identifiers used in the
guide.

4. Cross-Reference with
Geography: The guide is
organized by state and region. If
you found your point in Ohio, start
there. This instantly eliminates
thousands of types not found in
that area, making identification
much easier.

5. Compare and Conclude: Once
you have a potential match, cross-
reference the size, shape, and
material with the illustration and
description. The Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowhead

includes detailed measurements,
SO0 measure your point to confirm
the match.

BEYOND THE PRICE: HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

While the focus of the guide is
identification and pricing, its greatest
contribution might be its role in
preserving cultural history. Every
arrowhead tells a story. A beautifully
fluted Clovis point speaks to the
ingenuity of the first Americans who
hunted mammoths and mastodons over
13,000 years ago. A small, notched bird
point from the Mississippian period
reflects a shift toward agriculture and
smaller game. The Official Overstreet
Indian Arrowheads Identification
And Price Guide contextualizes these
artifacts within their cultural
frameworks, helping collectors
understand the life and times of the
people who made them. It fosters a
respect for Native American
craftsmanship and a deeper appreciation
for the archaeological record.

The Ethical
Collector

A modern article on arrowhead collecting
would be incomplete without addressing
ethics. The Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowhead Identification And Price
Guide has long championed responsible
collecting. This means understanding the
laws regarding artifact collection on
public lands (which is illegal in many
places, including National Parks and
state lands) and respecting private
property rights. It also means avoiding
the purchase of artifacts that were



illegally excavated or looted from
protected sites. The guide promotes the
idea that collectors are temporary
custodians of history. By properly
identifying, cataloging, and preserving
artifacts, responsible collectors using the
guide can contribute valuable data to
the archaeological community, often
recording site locations and artifact
types that might otherwise be lost to
time. Furthermore, the guide helps
collectors identify modern reproductions,
which are often passed off as authentic.
Knowing the difference between a
genuine ancient tool and a modern fake
is a key skill the Official Overstreet
Indian Arrowhead Identification And
Price Guide helps develop.

THE FUTURE OF ARROWHEAD
COLLECTING WITH THE
OVERSTREET GUIDE

The hobby of arrowhead collecting is
evolving. The internet has made it easier
to buy, sell, and connect with other
collectors, but it has also introduced new
challenges, including a flood of fakes
and a lack of reliable information. The
Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowheads Identification And Price
Guide remains a bulwark against these
trends. While digital resources and
forums can be helpful, they often lack
the rigorous vetting and comprehensive,
peer-reviewed structure of the printed
guide. The guide is updated regularly to
include new types, new discoveries, and
updated pricing. For instance, recent
editions have incorporated advances in
understanding of early Paleo-Indian
cultures and new finds from less-
documented regions. The guide adapts
to new scholarship, ensuring that it
remains the definitive resource. Whether
you are a seasoned collector with

thousands of points or a beginner who
just found your first broken tip in a creek
bed, the Official Overstreet Indian
Arrowhead Identification And Price
Guide is an essential investment.

Building Your
Library and Your
Knowledge

To get the most out of the experience,
consider pairing the Official Overstreet
Indian Arrowhead Identification And
Price Guide with local resources. Join a
local archaeological society or artifact
club. Attend a show where you can see
thousands of points up close and talk to
experienced collectors. Use the guide
not just as a pricing tool, but as a
textbook. Study the illustrations. Learn
the difference between a Kirk Corner-
Notched and a Big Sandy. Understand
the progression of point styles over time.
The more you learn, the more you will
enjoy your hobby. The guide is not just a
static reference; it is an invitation to a
lifelong journey of learning.

CONCLUSION

In the world of artifact collecting,
knowledge is the most valuable tool a

collector can possess. The Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowheads
Identification And Price Guide

provides that knowledge in an
accessible, authoritative, and practical
format. It transforms a casual find into a
piece of history with a name, a story,
and a context. It ensures that collectors
are not just hoarding stones, but are
participating in the preservation and
understanding of a rich cultural heritage.
Whether you are identifying a recent
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field find, pricing a collection for sale, or
simply marveling at the craftsmanship of
ancient peoples, this guide stands as the
definitive resource. For anyone serious
about the hobby, the Official
Overstreet Indian Arrowhead
Identification And Price Guide is not
just a book—it is the foundation upon

which a meaningful collection is built.
Pick up a copy, study it, and let it guide
you to a deeper appreciation of the art
and history of the American Indian.
Happy hunting, and good luck in your
pursuit of these beautiful relics of the
past.



