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UNLOCKING THE
CURSE: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
BEAST WITHIN BY
SERENA
VALENTINO

I n  t h e  s p r a w l i n g
universe  of  Disney
storytelling, few names
h a v e  b e c o m e  a s
synonymous  w i th
villainous  depth  as
Serena  Valentino.
Her  acclaimed  Villains
series  has  redefined
how  readers  perceive
classic  antagonists,
peeling back layers of
motive,  trauma,  and

complexity. Among the
most  an t i c ipa ted
entries in this series is
The Beast Within,  a
novel  that  turns  the
spotlight  on  one  of
Disney's  most  tragic
figures:  the  prince
cursed  to  become  a
monster.  This  article
exp lo res  the  r i ch
tapestry of The Beast
W i t h i n  S e r e n a
Valentino,  examining
its  plot,  themes,  and
how  it  fits  into  the
broader  Villains  saga.

Who Is
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Valentino
? The
Architect
of
Villainous
Backstori

es
Before  delving  into
The Beast Within,  it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand the author
who gave it life. Serena
V a l e n t i n o  i s  a
bestsel l ing  author
known for her ability to
humanize  Disney's
most notorious villains.
Beginning  with  Fairest
of All (the story of the
Evil  Queen from Snow
White),  she  has  since
written multiple novels

that explore the origins
of  characters  l ike
Maleficent,  Ursula,  and
the  Queen  of  Hearts.
H e r  w o r k s  a r e
celebrated  for  their
lush  prose,  intricate
world-building,  and  a
s y m p a t h e t i c  y e t
unflinching  look  at
darkness.  The  Beast
W i t h i n  S e r e n a
Valentino  continues
this tradition, but with
a  unique  twist:  the
"v i l la in"  here  i s  a
victim of a curse, and
t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n
monster  and  man  is
blurred.

Plot
Overview
: A Tale
of
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Enchant
ment and

Isolation
The  Beast  Within
was published in 2020
as the fifth book in the
Villains  series.  The
novel retells the classic
Beauty  and  the  Beast
s t o r y  f r o m  t h e
perspective  of  the
Beast  himself,  here
named  Prince  Adam.
However,  Valentino
expands  the  narrative
f a r  b e y o n d  t h e
boundar ies  o f  the
animated  film.  The
story  begins  years
before  the  curse  is
cast ,  in t roduc ing
readers  to  a  young,
arrogant  prince  who
h a s  y e t  t o  l e a r n
humility.  We meet his
parents—the  king  and
queen—and  witness
the  family  dynamics

that  shaped his  pride.
T h e  h e a r t  o f  The
Beast Within Serena
Valentino  lies  in  the
p r i n c e ' s
transformation: not just
his  physical  change
into  a  beast,  but  his
internal  journey  from
selfishness  to  self-
awareness.
T h e  n o v e l  a l s o
i n t r o d u c e s  n e w
characters,  including
the mysterious witches
who  cast  the  curse.
These  figures  are
connec ted  t o  the
Enchantress  from  the
or ig ina l  ta le ,  bu t
Valentino  gives  them
names,  histories,  and
motivations  of  their
own.  The  narrative
weaves  between  the
Beast's lonely years in
t h e  c a s t l e  a n d
flashbacks  to  his  past.
T h r o u g h  t h e s e
gl impses,  readers
understand the weight
of his mistakes and the
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power of Belle's love to
break  the  spell.  The
book  does  not  shy
away from the Beast's
monstrous  moments,
but  it  always  grounds
them  in  his  pain  and
regret.

Themes
That
Resonate
: Inner
Beast vs.
Outer
Appearan
ce
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
The  Beast  Within
Serena  Valentino  is
its  exploration  of  the

"beast  within"  each
person.  The  novel
a r g u e s  t h a t  t r u e
monstrosity comes not
from fangs and fur, but
f r o m  c r u e l t y ,
a r rogance ,  and  a
closed  heart.  Prince
Adam was a beast long
before  his  physical
transformation;  his
selfishness  turned  him
into  a  social  monster.
The curse simply made
the outside match the
inside.  This  theme  is
deeply  relevant  in  a
world  where  people
o f t e n  j u d g e  b y
appearances. Valentino
masterfully shows that
redemption is possible,
but  on ly  when  the
i n d i v i d u a l
acknowledges  their
inner  darkness  and
chooses  to  change.
Another major theme is
the  power  of  love  —
not just romantic love,
but love for family, for
self, and for the beauty
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i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
Beast's love for Belle is
pivotal,  but  so  is  his
love  for  his  servants,
who remain loyal even
after  they  are  turned
into household objects.
The bond between the
B e a s t  a n d  t h e
enchanted  staff,
particularly  Cogsworth
and  Lumière,  is  given
new  depth  in  th i s
nove l .  The  Beast
Within also delves into
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
forgiveness.  Can  the
Beast  forgive  himself
for  his  past?  Can  he
forgive  the  witches
who cursed him? These
questions  give  the
story  a  philosophical
weight that elevates it
beyond a  simple  fairy
tale retelling.

Character

Develop
ment: A
Prince
You Can
Pity and
Root For
In  the  original  Disney
film,  the  Beast  is  a
b r o o d i n g ,  h o t -
tempered  figure  who
only  softens  under
Belle's  influence.
Valentino expands this
character  into  a  fully
realized  protagonist
w i t h  a  d e t a i l e d
backstory.  We  learn
about  his  strained
relationship  with  his
father,  a  k ing  who
valued  strength  and
lineage  above  all.  We
see  h i s  mother ,  a
gentle soul who tried to
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temper  his  pride  but
passed away during his
youth.  These  early
experiences  shape
Adam's  insecurities
and his desperate need
for approval. When he
fails  to show kindness
to  the  Enchantress
(who appears as an old
beggar  woman),  it  is
not out of pure malice
but out of fear of being
seen  as  weak.  The
Beast Within Serena
Valentino  makes  his
fall  feel  tragic  rather
than simply deserved.
T h e  w i t c h e s
themselves  are  also
given depth. The main
w i t ch ,  C i r ce ,  i s  a
complex  figure
struggling with her own
curse  of  immortality
and  loneliness.  Her
sister-witches  each
represent  different
facets  of  darkness:
vengeance, vanity, and
despair.  Valentino
clever ly  t ies  their

stories to other Villains
novels,  creat ing  a
cohesive  universe.
Fans of the series will
recognize references to
the  Odd  Sisters,  who
appear across multiple
b o o k s .  T h i s
intertextuality  makes
The Beast Within feel
like  part  of  a  larger,
interconnected  story
while  stil l  standing
alone  as  a  satisfying
read.

Writing
Style and
Atmosph
ere:
Gothic
Romance
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Meets
Disney

Magic
Serena  Valentino's
prose  in  The  Beast
Within  is  lush  and
evocative,  perfectly
suited  to  the  gothic
atmosphere  of  the
Beast's  castle.  She
d e s c r i b e s  t h e
crumbling  stone,  the
frozen  rose,  and  the
melancholic  silence
with  painterly  detail.
The dialogue is sharp,
especially  in  scenes
between the Beast and
his  servants.  There  is
also a wry humor that
emerges  f rom  the
enchanted  objects,
reminiscent  of  the
film's  charm.  The
n a r r a t i v e  v o i c e
fluctuates  between
third-person  limited
(focused on the Beast)

a n d  o m n i s c i e n t
g l impses  in to  the
witches'  minds.  This
keeps  the  pac ing
dynamic and allows for
d r a m a t i c  i r o n y .
Readers  familiar  with
The  Beast  Within
Serena  Valentino
often praise her ability
to balance melancholy
with hope.

How It
Compare
s to Other
Books in
the
Villains
Series
Each  novel  in  Serena
Valentino's  Villains
series  offers  a  unique
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p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  a
c l a s s i c  D i s n e y
antagonist.  Fairest  of
All  is  a  tragic  tale  of
v a n i t y  a n d
desperation.  The  Odd
Sisters  expands  the
mythos of the witches.
Evil  Thing  gives  voice
to Cruella  de Vil.  The
Beast  Within  stands
out because its central
figure  is  not
traditionally a villain —
he  is  a  cursed  hero.
This allows Valentino to
explore  redemption
more  directly  than  in
any  other  book.  The
Beast  experiences
g e n u i n e  c h a n g e ,
whereas  many  of  the
other  villains  remain
t r a g i c  o r
unredeemable.  This
makes  The  Beast
W i t h i n  S e r e n a
Valentino perhaps the
most  hopefu l  and
emotionally  accessible
entry  in  the  series.  It
a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a

perfect introduction for
r e a d e r s  n e w  t o
Valentino's work,  as it
r equ i res  no  p r i o r
knowledge of the other
books.

Why This
Story
Matters:
Reclaimin
g the
Narrative
I n  a n  e r a  o f
reinterpretations  and
"villain  rehabilitation,"
The  Beast  Within
offers a thoughtful take
on  a  character  long
o v e r d u e  f o r  a
backstory.  The  Beast
has  a lways  been  a
figure  of  sympathy  in
the  original  film,  but
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his past was shrouded
in  mystery.  Valentino
fills  this  gap  with  a
narrative that respects
the  source  material
wh i le  add ing  r i ch
psychological  depth.
The  book  also  invites
readers  to  consider
t h e i r  o w n  " i n n e r
beasts"  —  the  flaws
and  fears  that  make
them  act  cruelly.  By
the  end  of  the  novel,
t h e  B e a s t ' s
transformation  is  not
j u s t  phys i ca l  bu t
spiritual. He learns that
the  greatest  curse  is
not  being  a  monster,
but refusing to see the
beauty in others and in
oneself.
The  Beast  Within
Serena  Valentino
also  contributes  to
broader  discussions
about  masculinity  and
vulnerability. The Beast
i s  a l l o w e d  t o  b e
emotional,  to  cry,  to
admit his failures. This

is a powerful message
for  young  readers,
especially  boys,  who
may feel  pressured to
hide their feelings. The
b o o k  s h o w s  t h a t
strength  comes  from
confront ing  one's
weaknesses.

Reader
Reception
and
Cultural
Impact
Since its  release,  The
Beast  Within  has
rece ived  pos i t ive
reviews from fans and
crit ics  al ike.  Many
praise  its  emotional
depth  and  the  way  it
enhances  the  original
film  without
contradicting  it.  The
b o o k  h a s  b e e n
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p a r t i c u l a r l y
a p p r e c i a t e d  b y
longtime  followers  of
the Villains series, who
enjoy  the  connective
tissue  between  the
novels.  On  platforms
like  Goodreads  and
Amazon, readers often
comment  on  how  the
s t o r y  m a d e  t h e m
rewatch  Beauty  and
the  Beast  with  new
eyes.  The  novel  has
also  sparked  fan  art
and  discussions  about
the  nature  of  curses
and redemption in fairy
ta les .  The  Beast
W i t h i n  S e r e n a
V a l e n t i n o  h a s
solidified  her
reputation as a master
of  literary  fairy  tale
expansion.

Conclusio

n: A
Must-
Read for
Disney
Fans and
Beyond
In  conclusion,  The
Beast Within Serena
V a l e n t i n o  i s  a
masterfully  crafted
novel that dares to ask:
what  if  the  monster
was  always  the  man,
and  the  man  could
become  something
more?  It  enriches  the
Beauty  and  the  Beast
canon  with  a  layered,
empathetic  story  that
appeals to both young
a d u l t  a n d  a d u l t
audiences.  Whether
you  are  a  devoted
fol lower  of  Serena
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Valentino's  Villains
series  or  a  curious
newcomer looking for a
fresh take on a classic
tale, this book delivers
an  un fo rge t tab le
journey into the heart
of  darkness  and  the
light that can conquer
it. Pick up a copy and
discover the beast who
was  once  a  prince  —
and  the  prince  who
learned to be a better

man.
Keywords:  The Beast
W i t h i n  S e r e n a
Valent ino,  Disney
Villains  series,  Beast
Within  book  review,
Serena  Valentino  fairy
tale novels, Beauty and
the Beast origin story,
D i s n e y  v i l l a i n
backstory ,  goth ic
romance  D i sney ,
c u r s e d  p r i n c e
redemption.


