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THE VOICES BEHIND THE ISLAND
OF SODOR: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE THOMAS THE TANK
ENGINE NARRATORS

For generations of children around the
world, the gentle clatter of steam
engines and the reassuring voice telling
their stories have been a cherished part
of childhood. The Thomas the Tank
Engine series, based on the beloved
Railway Series books by the Reverend
W. Awdry, has captivated audiences
since it first appeared on British
television in 1984. But while the
colourful engines and their adventures
on the Island of Sodor are the heart of
the show, the voice that guides viewers
through each tale is its soul. The Thomas
the Tank Engine narrator has played a
pivotal role in shaping the tone, warmth,
and enduring appeal of this classic
series. From legendary musicians to
seasoned actors, each narrator has
brought a unique flavour to the railway,
influencing how millions of fans
remember their favourite stories. In this
comprehensive guide, we explore every
narrator who has lent their voice to the
franchise, examining their contributions
and the lasting legacy they have
created.

THE ORIGINAL VOICE: RINGO
STARR (1984-1986)

When the television series Thomas &
Friends first launched in the United

Kingdom in 1984, the producers made
an inspired choice for its narrator:
former Beatles drummer Ringo Starr. At
the time, Starr was already an
international icon, but his involvement
with Thomas introduced him to an
entirely new generation. Ringo's warm,
conversational storytelling style set the
standard for all future narrators. He
narrated the first two series, comprising
a total of 52 episodes, and his voice
became synonymous with the early,
classic era of the show.

Starr's narration was notable for its
genuine affection for the characters. He
did not just read the scripts; he
performed them, giving each engine a
distinct personality through his vocal
inflections. His portrayal of Thomas was
particularly endearing, capturing the
little engine's cheeky determination and
occasional arrogance. Ringo's decision to
narrate the series also helped elevate
the show's profile, drawing attention
from both children and adults. He even
appeared in live-action segments at the
beginning and end of some episodes,
further cementing his connection to the
franchise. Today, fans often look back on
the Ringo Starr era as the golden age of
Thomas narration, a time when the
stories felt especially intimate and
magical.

Why Ringo Starr
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Was the Perfect
First Narrator

Ringo Starr's background as a performer
gave him a natural sense of timing and
delivery. He understood the rhythm of
the stories and how to build suspense or
deliver a punchline with just the right
pause. His Liverpool accent also lent a
touch of authenticity to the English
countryside setting of Sodor. Moreover,
Starr's fame brought credibility to the
show at a time when children's television
was often dismissed as low-budget filler.
His involvement signaled that Thomas &
Friends was a quality production worth
watching. For many older fans, the
Thomas the Tank Engine narrator will
always be Ringo Starr, and his episodes
remain some of the most beloved in the
entire series.

MICHAEL ANGELIS: THE VOICE OF
AN ERA (1991-2012)

After Ringo Starr departed following the
second series, the producers faced the
daunting task of finding a replacement.
They found their answer in actor Michael
Angelis, who would go on to become the
longest-serving Thomas the Tank Engine
narrator in the franchise's history.
Angelis narrated the show from series
three through series sixteen, spanning
more than two decades and hundreds of
episodes. His warm, expressive voice
and theatrical delivery became the
definitive sound of Thomas for an entire
generation of children around the world.

Angelis brought a different energy to the
narration compared to Starr. While Starr
was more conversational and
understated, Angelis leaned into the
drama and comedy of each scene. He

performed distinct voices for each
engine, from the pompous boastfulness
of Gordon to the shy sincerity of Percy.
His narrations were full of life and
character, making the Island of Sodor
feel like a vibrant, living community.
Angelis also narrated several of the
direct-to-video specials and feature-
length films, including Thomas and the
Magic Railroad in 2000, where his voice
work complemented the live-action and
animated segments.

Michael Angelis
in the CGI Era

When the show transitioned from live-
action model animation to computer-
generated imagery (CGIl) in 2009,
Angelis remained as narrator. His voice
provided a comforting link to the classic
era even as the visual style of the show
changed dramatically. He narrated the
first two CGI seasons (series thirteen and
fourteen) and the special Hero of the
Rails. However, in 2012, Angelis stepped
down from his role, marking the end of
an era. His contributions to the franchise
are immeasurable, and for countless
fans, Michael Angelis is the
quintessential Thomas the Tank Engine
narrator. His death in 2020 was met with
an outpouring of grief and gratitude from
fans worldwide, a testament to the
lasting impact of his work.

ALEC BALDWIN: THE AMERICAN
VOICE (1998-2000)

When Thomas & Friends was adapted for
American audiences, the producers
decided to use a different narrator to
appeal to viewers in the United States.
They cast acclaimed actor Alec Baldwin,
who narrated the first two seasons of the
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American version of the show, as well as
the special Thomas and the Magic
Railroad. Baldwin's narration was
polished and professional, but it lacked
some of the warmth and character that
fans in the UK had come to love. His
voice was clear and authoritative, but
some critics felt it was too detached and
removed from the gentle spirit of the
stories.

Despite the mixed reception, Baldwin's
involvement brought Hollywood star
power to the Thomas brand. He
participated in promotional events and
helped introduce the series to a massive
new audience in North America.
However, his tenure was relatively short-
lived, and subsequent American releases
reverted to using the original UK
narrators. Baldwin's narration is now
considered a curiosity by many fans, a
brief experiment in adapting the show
for a different market. Nevertheless, he
remains an important part of the
franchise's history, and his version of the
early episodes introduced countless
American children to the world of Sodor.

GEORGE CARLIN: A LEGENDARY
COMEDIAN TAKES THE THROTTLE
(1991-2002)

In a surprising but inspired casting
choice, legendary comedian George
Carlin narrated the American version of
Thomas & Friends for seasons three and
four, as well as several episodes from
later seasons. Carlin is best known for
his edgy, observational comedy, but he
had a softer side that emerged in his
narration for children. His voice was
warm, engaging, and full of humour,
even if it carried a distinctly American
accent that felt out of place in the
English countryside setting of the
stories.

Carlin's narration is fondly remembered
by many American fans for its charm and
wit. He brought a gentle playfulness to
the characters and seemed to genuinely
enjoy telling their stories. He narrated a
total of 52 episodes, and his recordings
are still popular on home video releases
and streaming platforms. Carlin's
involvement with Thomas also
introduced the show to parents who
were already fans of his comedy,
creating a cross-generational appeal.
While he may not be the first narrator
that comes to mind for international
fans, George Carlin holds a special place
in the hearts of American Thomas
enthusiasts.

PIERCE BROSNAN: A BRIEF BUT
MEMORABLE STINT (2008)

When Thomas & Friends released its first
feature-length theatrical film, The Great
Discovery, in 2008, the producers pulled
off a casting coup by securing former
James Bond actor Pierce Brosnan as the
narrator. Brosnan's voice is famously
smooth and sophisticated, and he
brought a cinematic quality to the
narration that elevated the film. He
narrated the entire movie, providing a
sense of grandeur and adventure that
set it apart from the television episodes.

Brosnan's performance was well-
received by critics and fans alike. His
narration was elegant and heartfelt, and
he handled the dramatic moments with
appropriate gravity while still keeping
the tone light and fun. However, his
involvement was limited to just that one
film. He did not narrate any subsequent
specials or television episodes, making
his role a unique but fleeting moment in
Thomas history. For many fans,
Brosnan's narration represents the high
point of the show's cinematic ambitions,



a single, shining example of what the
franchise could achieve with top-tier
talent.

MARK MORAGHAN: THE MODERN
VOICE (2013-2021)

Following Michael Angelis's retirement in
2012, actor Mark Moraghan took over as
the narrator of Thomas & Friends for the
UK and international versions. Moraghan
narrated the show from series seventeen
through series twenty-four, covering the
later CGI seasons. He also narrated
several specials, including King of the
Railway, The Adventure Begins, and
Journey Beyond Sodor. Moraghan's voice
was warm, clear, and fatherly, providing
a comforting presence for modern
audiences.

Moraghan adapted well to the changing
tone of the show, which became more
action-oriented and fast-paced in the CGI
era. He maintained the classic
storytelling tradition while embracing the
new visual style and narrative direction.
His narration was also more subdued
and less theatrical than Angelis's,
focusing on clarity and emotional
resonance rather than character voices.
Moraghan was the final narrator of the
original television series, which
concluded in 2021. His tenure marked
the end of an era as the franchise
transitioned to new formats and
platforms. For children who grew up in
the 2010s, Mark Moraghan is the voice
of Thomas, and his contributions helped
keep the show relevant and beloved for
a new generation.

OTHER NOTABLE NARRATORS
AND GUEST VOICES

Beyond the primary narrators, the
Thomas franchise has featured several
guest voices and regional narrators. In

Japan, the series has been narrated by
popular actors such as Tetsuo Sakaguchi
and Toshiyuki Hosokawa, who have
adapted the stories for Japanese
audiences with great success. The
Japanese version of Thomas is notably
different in tone, with more emotional
and expressive narration that has
developed its own dedicated fanbase.

Additionally, the live stage shows and
audiobooks have featured various actors
taking on the narration duties. The
Reverend W. Awdry himself narrated
some of the original audiobooks of the
Railway Series, giving fans the unique
experience of hearing the stories in the
author's own voice. Other notable guest
narrators include actor and comedian
John Cleese, who narrated the UK
version of Thomas and the Magic
Railroad in some markets, and David
Bedella, who served as the US narrator
for certain later seasons. Each of these
voices has added to the rich tapestry of
the Thomas storytelling tradition.

The Role of the
Narrator in the
Show's Success

The Thomas the Tank Engine narrator is
more than just a voice reading a script;
they are the guide, the storyteller, and
the emotional anchor of the series. In
the early days of the show, the narrator
was especially important because the
characters themselves did not speak.
The engines communicated through
facial expressions, music, and sound
effects, with the narrator providing all of
their dialogue and internal thoughts.
This unique format required a narrator
who could convey emotion, humor, and
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personality without the benefit of actor
performances or dialogue. The narrators
who succeeded in this role became
beloved figures in their own right, their
voices forever linked to the childhood
memories of millions.

As the show evolved, the engines began
to speak for themselves in some scenes,
but the narrator remained an essential
part of the storytelling structure. Even in
the CGI era, the narrator continued to
provide exposition, context, and
emotional depth, helping young viewers
understand the complex social dynamics
of the railway. The narrator's voice
became a source of comfort and
familiarity, a constant presence in a
changing world. For many children,
hearing the opening line, "Thomas the
Tank Engine is a cheeky little engine,"
spoken in a warm, familiar voice, is the
true start of the magic.

THE LEGACY OF THE THOMAS
NARRATORS

The various Thomas the Tank Engine
narrators represent different eras, styles,
and approaches to children's
storytelling. From Ringo Starr's gentle
warmth to Michael Angelis's theatrical
energy, from George Carlin's comedic
charm to Mark Moraghan's quiet
reassurance, each narrator has left an
indelible mark on the franchise. Their
voices have become part of the fabric of
childhood for multiple generations, and
the debate over which narrator is the
best remains a passionate topic among
fans.

What unites all the narrators is their
commitment to the spirit of the stories:
the values of friendship, perseverance,
kindness, and teamwork that lie at the
heart of every Thomas episode. Whether
they performed with a Liverpool accent,
an American twang, or a polished
theatrical tone, every narrator
understood that they were not just
reading words on a page, but bringing to
life a world that mattered deeply to



