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PREPARING FOR YOUR
NATURALIZATION INTERVIEW: A
GUIDE TO QUESTIONS FOR
CITIZENSHIP IN SPANISH

Becoming a citizen of the United States
is a profound milestone, representing
years of residency, dedication, and
commitment to the nation’s values. For
many applicants, the naturalization

interview is the most nerve-wracking
step in the process. You might feel
confident in  your daily English
conversations, but the formal setting of
the interview, combined with the need to
recall historical dates, government
structures, and civic rights, can be
intimidating. That is why studying the
questions for citizenship in Spanish
has become an essential strategy for
thousands of Spanish-speaking
applicants. Whether you choose to take


https://app.ardentx.com/

the interview in English or you qualify for
the language waiver, understanding the
civics questions in your native tongue
can dramatically boost your confidence
and retention. This article provides a
comprehensive, reader-friendly overview
of the most common citizenship
questions, translated and explained,
along with practical preparation tips and
resources to help you succeed.

UNDERSTANDING THE U.S.
NATURALIZATION TEST

Before diving into the specific questions,
it is important to understand the
structure of the naturalization test. The
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
administers two main components
during the interview: the English test

and the civics test. The English portion
evaluates your ability to read, write, and
speak basic English. The civics test,
meanwhile, assesses your knowledge of
U.S. history and government. The officer
will ask you up to 10 questions from a
list of 100 possible questions. To pass,
you must answer at least six correctly.

The Civics Test
and the English
Requirement

For applicants who are at least 50 years
old and have lived in the U.S. as a
permanent resident for at least 20 years
(or are 55 with 15 years of residency),
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there is a language waiver that allows
you to take the civics test in your native
language. Additionally, those who are 65
or older and have been a resident for at
least 20 years can take a simplified
version of the civics test. This is where
the questions for citizenship in
Spanish become particularly vital. Even
if you are taking the test in English,
studying the questions in Spanish first
can help you understand the concepts
deeply, making it easier to recall the
English version during the interview.

WHY STUDY CITIZENSHIP
QUESTIONS IN SPANISH?

Many applicants assume that because
the interview is conducted in English,
they should only practice in English.
However, bilingual preparation offers

multiple advantages. First, it reduces
cognitive load. When you learn complex
historical facts or government functions
in your stronger language, your brain
can store that knowledge more
efficiently. Then, when you practice the
English equivalent, you are simply
translating a concept you already
understand, rather than learning new
information from scratch. Second,
studying the questions for citizenship
in Spanish allows you to clarify tricky
terms. For example, the word
“Constitution” might be familiar, but the
Spanish term “Constitucién” carries the
same weight and can help you
remember its role. Finally, if you qualify
for the language waiver, you will take
the entire civics exam in Spanish, so
mastering the exact wording of the



questions and answers is crucial.

KEY CITIZENSHIP QUESTIONS IN
SPANISH: A SAMPLE OF WHAT TO
EXPECT

The official USCIS list contains 100
guestions, but many are repeated in
various forms. Below are some of the
most frequently asked questions,
presented in both Spanish and English,
along with brief explanations to help you
grasp the context.

Pregunta 1:
;Cual es la ley

suprema de la
nacion?

Respuesta: La Constitucion.
English: What is the supreme law of the
land? - The Constitution.

This is one of the most common opening
guestions. Remember that the
Constitution establishes the framework
of the U.S. government and is the
highest legal authority.

Pregunta 2: ;Qué
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hace la
Constitucion?

Respuesta: Establece el gobierno,
define los derechos de los ciudadanos, y
es la ley suprema del pais.

English: What does the Constitution do?
- It sets up the government, defines the
rights of citizens, and is the supreme law
of the land.

Notice that this question often follows
the first one. Practice both together to
avoid confusion.

Pregunta 3:
;Cuales son las
tres ramas del
gobierno?

Respuesta: El poder legislativo
(Congreso), el poder ejecutivo (el
Presidente), y el poder judicial (las
cortes).

English: What are the three branches of
government? - Legislative (Congress),
Executive (President), and Judicial
(courts).

Use a mnemonic device: "LEJ"
(Legislativo, Ejecutivo, Judicial) to



remember the order.

Pregunta 4.
; Cuantos anos

dura el mandato

. Independencia
del Presidente? P
Respuesta: Cuatro afios. de |OS EStadOS

English: How many years is the UnldOS?

President’s term? - Four years.

Simple but easy to forget under Respuesta: El 4 de julio.
pressure. Repeat it aloud in Spanish  English: When is Independence Day? -
several times. July 4th.

Pregunta 5:
;Cuando es el
Dia de la

This date is iconic, but if you are asked
in Spanish, ensure you say "el cuatro de
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julio" not just "julio 4".

Pregunta 6:
;Quién es el
actual
Gobernador de
su estado?

Respuesta: (varia segun el estado).
English: Who is the current Governor of
your state? - (varies).

You must memorize the name of your
state’s governor. Practice the Spanish
pronunciation of their name as well.

Pregunta /:

; Cuantos
senadores tiene
los Estados
Unidos?

Respuesta: Cien (100).
English: How many U.S. Senators are
there? - One hundred.

Each state has two senators, and there
are 50 states. That logic helps you
remember the number.



Pregunta 8: Pregunta 9:
;Cual es el ;Nombre un
partido politico  derecho que solo
del Presidente tienen los
actual? ciudadanos de
Respuesta: (varia segln la época). |OS Estados

English: What is the political party of the

. 2 _ i I
current President? - (varies). U N |d OS?

Stay updated. As of this writing, the
answer is Democratic or Republican
depending on the year. Check USCIS
updates.

Respuesta: Votar en elecciones
federales. (También servir en un jurado).
English: Name one right only for U.S.
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citizens. - Vote in federal elections. (Also
serve on a jury).

This is a critical distinction. Permanent
residents cannot vote, so this answer is
straightforward.

Pregunta 10:
;Cual es la
capital de los
Estados Unidos?

Respuesta: Washington, D.C.
English: What is the capital of the United
States? - Washington, D.C.

Make sure you pronounce "D.C." as "de

ce" in Spanish, or simply say
"Washington, Distrito de Columbia."

This list is only a small sample. To pass
confidently, you should review all 100
questions. Many community
organizations and online platforms offer
free PDFs with the full list of questions
for citizenship in Spanish and their
answers.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY PREPARE
WITH SPANISH MATERIALS

Memorizing a list of questions is not
enough. You need to internalize the
information so you can answer clearly
and naturally. Here are some proven
strategies that incorporate the use of
Spanish study aids.



10

Use Flashcards
with Both
Languages

Create two-sided flashcards: on one side
write the Spanish question, on the other
side write the Spanish answer. A
separate set can have the English
version. Quiz yourself by reading the
guestion in Spanish and answering in
Spanish, then check yourself in English.
This dual-language method reinforces
the content in both languages without
causing mental mixing.

Listen to Audio
Recordings in
Spanish

Your ears need to train for the interview.
Find audio recordings of a native Spanish
speaker reading the 100 questions and
answers. Listen while driving, cooking, or
exercising. Repetition through listening
will help you recognize the phrasing
during your actual interview, even if the
officer speaks with an accent.
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Practice with a
Partner or Tutor

There is no substitute for live practice.
Ask a friend, family member, or hire a
tutor to simulate the interview. Have
them ask you the questions for
citizenship in Spanish and grade your
responses. This will build your
confidence and reduce anxiety. You can
also take turns being the officer to better
understand the flow of the conversation.

Utilize Mobile
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Apps and
Websites

Several apps are designed specifically
for the naturalization test and offer a
Spanish mode. Look for ones that
include both the question and answer in
audio form. Websites like USCIS.gov also
provide flash cards and practice tests in
Spanish. Bookmark those resources and
dedicate 15 minutes daily to one section
of the questions.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN STUDYING IN SPANISH

Even the most diligent students can
stumble. Being aware of common pitfalls
can help you avoid them.
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e Translating word-for-word.

Some English phrases do not have
a direct Spanish equivalent. For
example, "civil rights" is often
translated as "derechos civiles,"
which is correct, but ensure you
are using the exact phrase from
the official USCIS Spanish list.
Neglecting the English version
if you are not taking the
waiver. If you need to pass the
civics test in English, studying only
in Spanish can cause you to
struggle with the English
pronunciation of names like
"George Washington" or
"Congress." Always practice the
English version aloud as well.
Memorizing without
understanding. The officer may

rephrase a question slightly. If you
only memorized the exact
wording, you might not recognize
a rephrased question. Understand
the concept behind each answer.

* Ignoring updated questions.
USCIS occasionally updates the
list. Always use the most current
version from the official website.
Old versions may contain outdated
information, such as the name of
the House Speaker.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR
SPANISH-SPEAKING APPLICANTS

Beyond the USCIS website, many
nonprofit  organizations offer free
citizenship classes in Spanish. Local
libraries often host workshops. Online
communities, such as Facebook groups

12

Questions For Citize

nship In Spanish 2022-10-24



Questions For Citizenship In Spanish

13

or forums, provide peer support. You can
also find YouTube channels dedicated to
the questions for citizenship in
Spanish with visual aids and practice
quizzes. A popular option is the
"Ciudadania USA" channel, which breaks
down each question into easy-to-
remember chunks.

For those preparing for the 65/20 or
50/20 language waiver, remember that
you only need to study a subset of 20
questions (marked with an asterisk on
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the official list). Focus your efforts on
those, but still review the rest for
general knowledge. The officers are
normally kind and understanding, but
they expect you to know the material.

Final Tips for
Interview Day

On the day of your interview, stay calm
and speak clearly.



