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IS "A CHILD

CALLED IT" MOVIE
ON NETFLIX?
WHAT YOU NEED

TO KNOW
For decades, Dave
Pelzer's harrowing

memoir, A Child Called
It, has touched millions
of readers worldwide.
The book details his
traumatic childhood at
the hands of an
abusive mother and his
eventual rescue by
school officials. Given
the book's enduring
popularity, many
viewers naturally

wonder: is there a
feature film adaptation
of A Child Called It
available on Netflix?
This article will provide
a comprehensive
answer while exploring
the legacy of the story,
its impact on abuse
awareness, and what
similar content you can
find on streaming
platforms.

THE TRUTH ABOUT
“A CHILD CALLED
IT" ON NETFLIX

As of 2024, there is
no feature film or
official movie
adaptation of A
Child Called It
available on Netflix
in the United States or



https://app.ardentx.com/

in most international
regions. The book's
story, while immensely
popular, has not been
adapted into a major
motion picture.
However, confusion
often arises because
the book has been
optioned for film and
television projects
multiple times over the
years, leading to
persistent rumors that
a movie exists or is
coming soon.

Why Isn't
There a
Movie
Adaptatio
n on

Netflix?

The reasons are
multifaceted. First, A
Child Called It deals
with extremely
sensitive content,
including graphic
depictions of child
abuse. Adapting a
story like this for a
mainstream audience
requires careful
handling to avoid
sensationalism while
remaining true to the
narrative. Second,
legal and rights issues
have historically
complicated

production. Various
production companies
have held the rights at
different times, but
none have successfully
brought a complete
film to market. Third,
the book is written
from an adult
perspective reflecting
on childhood events,
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which makes screen
adaptation challenging
from a storytelling
standpoint.

What
About
"The
Child
Called It"
Documen
tary?

Some viewers search
for a documentary
titled "The Child Called
It" on Netflix. While
there is no official
documentary bearing
this exact title, several
true crime and survivor
story documentaries
touch on similar
themes of child abuse,

family trauma, and
resilience. Dave Pelzer
himself has
participated in
interviews and
television segments,
but no full-length
documentary

dedicated exclusively
to his story currently
streams on Netflix.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STORY OF A
CHILD CALLED IT

Before exploring
alternatives, it helps to
understand why this
story continues to
resonate so deeply. A
Child Called It is the
first book in Dave
Pelzer's trilogy, which
also includes The Lost
Boy and A Man Named
Dave. The memoir
recounts Pelzer's
childhood in Daly City,
California, during the
1960s and 1970s.



The Core
Narrative

Dave Pelzer describes
systematic physical,
emotional, and
psychological abuse
inflicted by his mother,
who suffered from
severe alcoholism and
mental health issues.
His father, while not
directly abusive, was

complicit through
inaction. The book
details specific

incidents where Dave
was starved, beaten,
forced to sleep in the
basement, and treated
as a servant while his
brothers were
relatively spared. The
title "A Child Called It"
refers to how his
mother stopped using
his name, referring to
him only as "it" as a
way to dehumanize
him.

The
Rescue
and
Aftermat
h

The story reaches a
turning point when
school officials notice
Dave's malnutrition,
bruises, and declining
health. Eventually, he
is removed from the
home and placed in
foster care. The book
ends on a note of
cautious hope,
emphasizing that
intervention can save
children from even the
most desperate
situations. Pelzer later
became a motivational
speaker and advocate
for child abuse
prevention.
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SIMILAR MOVIES
AND
DOCUMENTARIES
ON NETFLIX

While A Child Called It
is not on Netflix, the
platform offers several
powerful films and
documentaries that
explore similar themes
of survival, family
trauma, and resilience.
These titles may satisfy
viewers looking for
emotionally

compelling, real-life
inspired stories.

Survivor
Stories
and
Memoir

Adaptatio
ns

e The Glass
Castle (2017) -
Based on
Jeannette Walls'
memoir, this film
depicts a deeply
dysfunctional
family and the
author's journey
toward
independence. It
shares thematic
similarities with
Pelzer's story,
including neglect
and parental
instability.

e Extremely
Wicked,
Shockingly Evil
and Vile (2019)
- While focused
on serial killer
Ted Bundy, this
film offers insight
into how family
members cope



with trauma and
betrayal, though
it is not a direct
match for child
abuse narratives.
* To the Bone
(2017) - This
film deals with
eating disorders
and family
dynamics,
exploring themes
of survival and
recovery that
resonate with
Pelzer's journey.

Documen
taries on
Child
Abuse
and

Resilienc

e Audrie & Daisy
(2016) - A
sobering
documentary
about sexual
assault and its
aftermath among
teenagers. It
explores themes
of victimization
and advocacy.

e The Children of
Heaven (2020)
- This
documentary
examines child
welfare systems
and the
experiences of
children in foster
care, connecting
to the rescue
aspect of Pelzer's
story.

e Killer Inside:
The Mind of
Aaron
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Hernandez
(2020) - While
focused on a
former NFL
player, this
series delves into
childhood
trauma, family
dysfunction, and
long-term
psychological
impacts.

WHERE ELSE CAN
YOU WATCH A
CHILD CALLED IT
ADAPTATIONS?

As mentioned, a
feature film does not
exist. However, there
are a few notable
adaptations and
related content
available through other
channels.

Televisio

n Movie
and Early
Attempts

In the early 2000s,
there was significant
interest in adapting A
Child Called It for
television. A made-for-
TV movie was
reportedly in
development at one
point but never
materialized. In 2019,
Lifetime announced
plans to produce a film
adaptation, but
progress has been
slow, and no release
date has been
confirmed. These
announcements often
fuel speculation that
the film is available on
Netflix, but as of now,
no version exists on
any major streaming
platform.



Audioboo
k and
Narration

The most accessible
way to experience the
story remains the
audiobook, narrated by
Brian Keeler, which is
available on Audible
and other audiobook
platforms. The
audiobook captures the
emotional intensity of
Pelzer's writing and
can be a powerful
alternative for those
who prefer listening.

THE IMPACT OF A
CHILD CALLED IT
ON ABUSE
AWARENESS

Regardless of its
availability on Netflix,
the cultural impact of A
Child Called It cannot
be overstated. The

book has been credited
with raising awareness
about child abuse,
encouraging victims to

speak out, and
influencing policy
changes in child
protective services.
Pelzer's story has been
taught in schools,
discussed in therapy
settings, and
referenced in countless
articles about
resilience.

Criticism
and
Controver

Sy

It is worth noting that
some critics and family
members have
guestioned the
accuracy of Pelzer's
account. His brothers
publicly disputed
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certain details, and
some journalists have
raised concerns about
inconsistencies.
However, for millions of
readers, the book
remains a powerful
testament to human
endurance. The debate
itself highlights the
complex nature of
memoir and memory,
particularly when
dealing with traumatic
events.

Education
al Value

Many educators
continue to assign A
Child Called It in high
school and college
courses focused on
psychology, sociology,
and literature. The
book serves as a
primary source for
understanding the
effects of abuse, the
role of mandatory

reporting, and the
importance of
intervention systems.
Even without a film
adaptation, the written
work continues to fulfill
an educational mission.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

Will there
ever be a
movie
adaptatio
non
Netflix?

It is possible. With
Netflix's  history  of
adapting popular
memoirs and true
stories, the platform
could acquire rights in
the future. However,




no official
announcements have
been made, and any
speculation remains
just that. You can
follow Dave Pelzer's
official  website or
Netflix's upcoming
releases page for the
most accurate updates.

Is "A
Child
Called It"
appropria
te for
children?

No. The book contains
graphic depictions of
child abuse, including
physical violence,
starvation, and
emotional torture. It is
generally

10

recommended for
mature readers aged
16 and older, with
parental guidance
advised. The same
caution would apply to
any future film
adaptation.

What is
the

correct
search

term on
Netflix?

If you are searching on
Netflix, try variations
like "child abuse
documentary,"

"survivor story," or
"dysfunctional family
movies." You will find
emotionally intense
content, but nothing
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specifically titled A
Child Called It. Using
broader search terms
can help uncover
similar programming.

FINAL THOUGHTS

The search for A Child
Called It movie on
Netflix reflects a deep
public interest in
stories of survival and
resilience. While no
official adaptation
currently streams on
the platform, the
book's legacy endures
through its readers and
the conversations it
continues to spark. For
those seeking
immediate content,
Netflix offers several
documentaries and
films that touch on
similar themes of
trauma, recovery, and
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the human spirit's
capacity to endure.

In the meantime, the
best way to experience
A Child Called It
remains the original
book or audiobook.

These formats
preserve the raw,
unfiltered voice of

Dave Pelzer's memaoir,
allowing readers to
engage with the story
on their own terms.
Whether or not a
movie eventually
arrives on Netflix, the
true power of this story
lies not in its visual
adaptation, but in the
real-life message it
carries: that even in
the darkest
circumstances, hope
and intervention can
make a difference.



