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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
POWER OF A COUNTRY CLASSIC

In the vast landscape of 1990s country
music,  few  songs  have  managed  to
capture  the  quiet  ache  of  emotional
neglect  and  the  plea  for  genuine
connection as poignantly as It Matters
To  Me  By  Faith  Hill.  Released  in
August 1995 as the second single from
her  sophomore  album,  also  titled  It
Matters  to  Me,  the  track  became  a

defining  moment  in  Hill's  career.  It
w a s n ' t  j u s t  a  c o m m e r c i a l
success—peaking at number one on the
Billboard  Hot Country Singles & Tracks
chart—it  was  a  statement.  The  song
resonated  deeply  with  audiences
because it spoke to a universal truth: the
small, everyday gestures of love matter
far more than grand declarations. Even
today,  nearly  three  decades  later,  the
song remains a staple of country radio
and a touchstone for  anyone who has
ever felt unseen in a relationship. This
article explores the song's background,
lyrical  depth,  commercial  impact,  and
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lasting  legacy,  explaining  why  It
Matters To Me By Faith Hill continues
to echo in the hearts of listeners around
the world.

THE BIRTH OF A HIT:
BACKGROUND AND
SONGWRITING

To  understand  the  significance  of  It
Matters To Me By Faith Hill, we must
first look at the creative forces behind it.
The song was written by the legendary
Nashville  songwriting  duo  of  Mark  D.
Sanders and Ed Hill (no relation to Faith).
Sanders and Hill had already established
reputations  for  crafting  emotionally
intelligent,  narrative-driven  country
songs. When they brought "It Matters to
Me" to Faith Hill, who was then rising in
prominence after her debut album Take

Me  as  I  Am  (1993),  she  immediately
recognized the song's potential.
The timing was perfect. Hill's debut had
introduced her as a fresh, relatable voice
in  country  music,  but  she  needed  a
follow-up that would cement her status
as a serious artist. The title track of her
second album,  It  Matters To Me By
Faith Hill became the emotional anchor
of  the  entire  project.  The  song's
production, helmed by Paul Worley, was
deliberately  understated.  Unlike  the
flashy,  pop-infused  country  that  was
beginning  to  dominate  the  mid-1990s,
this  track leaned into acoustic  guitars,
gentle  pedal  steel,  and  a  restrained
vocal delivery. Hill's voice is not pushed
to its  powerhouse limits  here;  instead,
she sings with a tender vulnerability that
makes the listener lean in. Every breath,
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every slight crack in her voice, reinforces
the song's central message: that love is
sustained  not  by  fireworks,  but  by
consistent,  caring  attention.

The Songwriting
Duo: Sanders
and Ed Hill
Mark  D.  Sanders  and  Ed  Hil l  were
masters of the "listener's song"—tracks
that  felt  like  intimate  conversations
rather than performances. In interviews,
both have noted that "It Matters to Me"
was  inspired  by  a  simple  observation:
that  couples  often  drift  apart  not
because  of  major  conflicts,  but  because

of accumulated neglect. The lyrics were
crafted  with  a  poet's  economy  of
language. Lines like "You say you love
me, but you don't know what it means"
cut directly to the heart of the matter.
The song's genius lies in its restraint; it
n e v e r  e x p l o d e s  i n t o  a n g e r  o r
melodrama. Instead, it maintains a quiet,
dignified  sorrow  that  is  far  more
effective.  This  nuanced approach is  why
It  Matters  To  Me  By  Faith  Hill
transcends  its  genre,  appealing  to
anyone  who  has  ever  felt  the  slow
erosion of being taken for granted.

LYRICAL ANALYSIS: A PLEA FOR
EMOTIONAL PRESENCE

At its core, It Matters To Me By Faith
Hill is a study in contrasts. The narrator
is not asking for grand romantic gestures
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or  expensive  gifts.  She  is  asking  for
something  far  more  fundamental:
emotional presence. The opening verse
sets the scene perfectly: "You say you
love  me,  but  you  don't  know  what  it
means / You say you need me, but you
don't know what that means." This is not
an accusation shouted in anger; it is a
quiet,  heartbreaking  observation.  The
narrator  is  inv is ib le  in  her  own
relationship,  a  ghost  in  the  home she
shares with her partner.
The  chorus,  with  its  simple,  repetitive
structure,  drives  the  point  home:  "It
matters to me / That you know what I
feel / And it matters to me / That my love
is real." There is no blame here, only a
desperate  hope  for  recognition.  The
song's bridge offers a moment of clarity:
"I don't ask for the moon or the stars / I

just want you to know who you are / And
that you're my man." This is a plea for
the partner to rediscover himself, to re-
engage  with  the  relationship  from  a
place  of  authenticity.  The  emotional
weight of It Matters To Me By Faith
Hill lies in its refusal to provide a neat
resolution.  The  song  ends  not  with  a
triumphant  reconciliation,  but  with  a
lingering  question:  "Does  it  matter  to
you?"  This  open-endedness  invites
l i s tene rs  to  p ro jec t  the i r  own
experiences  onto  the  song,  making  it
deeply personal for millions.

Key Themes in
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the Lyrics
Emotional Neglect: The song
focuses on the pain of feeling
unseen and unheard within a
relationship.
Vulnerability and Respect: It
highlights the courage it takes to
ask for emotional reciprocity.
The Importance of Small
Gestures: The song asserts that
consistent, mindful attention is
more valuable than occasional
grand statements.
Self-Worth: The narrator does not
beg; she states her needs clearly,
maintaining her dignity even in
sorrow.

This lyrical depth is why It Matters To
Me By Faith Hill is frequently studied
by songwriting students and covered by
other  artists.  It  demonstrates  how  to
convey complex emotions with simple,
conversational  language.  Hill's  delivery
is key: she never oversings. She trusts
the lyrics to do their work, and she uses
her  voice  as  a  delicate  instrument  of
empathy  rather  than  a  tool  for  vocal
gymnastics.

COMMERCIAL SUCCESS AND
CHART PERFORMANCE

When It Matters To Me By Faith Hill
was released as a single in August 1995,
it quickly ascended the Billboard charts.
By  November  of  that  year,  it  had
reached the number one position on the
Hot  Country  Singles  &  Tracks  chart,
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where  it  remained  for  one  week.  The
song also crossed over to the Billboard
Hot 100, peaking at number 74. While
these numbers might seem modest by
today's streaming standards, they were
significant  for  a  female  country  artist  in
the  mid-1990s.  The  song's  success
helped propel the It Matters to Me album
to  multi-platinum  status,  selling  over
three million copies in the United States
alone.
The single's performance was bolstered
by  s t rong  rad io  suppor t  and  a
memorable  music  video.  The  video,
directed by Steven Goldmann, featured
Faith  Hil l  in  a  series  of  intimate,
melancholic settings—a dimly lit room, a
rain-streaked  window—that  visually
echoed the  song's  themes  of  isolation
and longing. The video received heavy

rotation  on  CMT and  helped  introduce
Hill  to  a  broader  audience.  In  many
ways, It Matters To Me By Faith Hill
served as  a  bridge between her  early
country-pop  sound  and  the  more
polished,  crossover-friendly  work  she
would  later  release  with  albums  like
Faith (1998) and Breathe (1999).

Awards and
Recognition
While  "It  Matters  to  Me"  did  not  win
major  national  awards,  it  earned Faith
Hill  a  nomination  for  Favorite  Country
Female  Artist  at  the  American  Music
Awards  in  1996.  More  importantly,  it
solidified  her  reputation  as  an  artist
capable  of  handling  material  with
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emotional  nuance.  The  song  was
included in several  "Best of  the 1990s
Country"  compilations  and  has  been
performed by Hill in countless concerts
over the years. It remains a fan favorite,
often  el ic it ing  sing-alongs  from
audiences  who  know every  word.  The
legacy of It Matters To Me By Faith
Hill is not defined by trophies, but by its
enduring  presence  in  the  collective
memory  of  country  music  fans.

CULTURAL AND PERSONAL
IMPACT ON FAITH HILL'S CAREER

Before It Matters To Me By Faith Hill,
she  was  widely  seen  as  a  promising
newcomer with a powerful  voice.  After
the song's success, she was viewed as a
mature artist with emotional depth. The
song allowed her to break away from the

"pretty  blonde  singer"  stereotype  and
present  herse l f  as  a  woman  o f
substance. It also set a precedent for the
kind of songs she would choose in the
future—mater ia l  that  balanced
commercial appeal with lyrical integrity.
In  interviews,  Faith Hill  has repeatedly
cited "It  Matters to Me" as one of her
most  personal  recordings.  She  has
spoken about how the song's theme of
feeling  invisible  in  a  relationship
resonated  with  her  own  experiences
before she found lasting love with fellow
country star Tim McGraw. The song, in
many ways,  became a vehicle  for  her
own emotional truth. This authenticity is
palpable in every performance. Whether
she  is  singing  it  in  a  small  club  or  a
massive arena, Hill delivers "It Matters to
Me" with the same raw vulnerability she
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brought  to  the  original  recording.  This
consistency  has  endeared  her  to  fans
who appreciate an artist who never loses
touch  with  the  emotional  core  of  her
work.

The Song's
Influence on
Other Artists
The impact  of  It  Matters  To Me By
Faith  Hill  extends  beyond  her  own
discography.  Songwriters  have  pointed
to it as a masterclass in economy—how
to  say  a  lot  with  very  few  words.
Contemporary  female  country  artists,
from Kacey Musgraves to Maren Morris,

have cited Hill's work from this era as an
influence, particularly her ability to blend
vulnerability with strength. The song has
been  covered  by  various  artists  on
platforms like YouTube and during live
performances,  further  testament  to  its
timeless  quality.  It  is  often  used  in
television  shows  and  films  that  explore
themes  o f  re la t ionsh ip  s t ra in ,
underscoring  its  status  as  a  cultural
shorthand for emotional disconnect.

MUSICAL COMPOSITION AND
PRODUCTION

Musically, It Matters To Me By Faith
Hill is anchored by a gentle, mid-tempo
a c o u s t i c  g u i t a r  m e l o d y .  T h e
arrangement  is  sparse,  allowing  Hill's
vocal  to  take  center  stage.  The  pedal
steel  guitar,  played  by  the  legendary



It Matters To Me By Faith Hill 9

9

Paul Franklin, adds a layer of melancholy
without  overwhelming  the  song.  The
bass  line  is  subtle,  providing  a  soft
heartbeat  beneath  the  verses.  The
drums are played with brushes, creating
a  soft,  brushing  sound  that  evokes
intimacy.  The  production  deliberately
leaves  space—silence  becomes  an
instrument  itself,  emphasizing  the
loneliness  expressed  in  the  lyrics.
The key of the song is D major, a warm,
accessible  key  that  suits  Hill's  vocal
range. She performs the verses in her
lower  register,  conveying  a  sense  of
quiet  resignation,  then  rises  into  her
head  voice  for  the  chorus,  creating  a
sense of yearning. The harmony vocals,
provided  by  background  singers,  are
used  sparingly—just  enough  to  add
texture  without  distracting  from  the

lead.  This  careful  balance  of  restraint
and emotion is why the song holds up so
well  after  all  these  years.  It  is  not  a
product of its time; it is a timeless piece
of musical storytelling.

Production
Details at a
Glance

Producer: Paul Worley1.
Lead Guitar: Acoustic,2.
fingerpicked in a folk style
Pedal Steel: Paul Franklin3.
Drums: Brushed, soft attack4.
Background Vocals: Minimal,5.
used for emphasis in the chorus
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This production approach was somewhat
unusual for mainstream country radio in
1995,  which  was  starting  to  embrace
more  polished,  pop-influenced  sounds.
The  fact  that  It  Matters  To  Me  By
Faith Hill succeeded without relying on
those trends is a testament to the power
of  a  great  song  per formed  wi th
authenticity.  It  proved  that  radio
audiences  were  hungry  for  emotional
substance, not just catchy hooks.

THE SONG'S PLACE IN THE 1990S

COUNTRY BOOM

The 1990s were a golden era for country
music,  with  artists  like  Garth  Brooks,
Shania  Twain,  and  Alan  Jackson
dominating  the  charts.  It  Matters  To
Me  By  Faith  Hill  occupies  a  unique
place in that landscape.  It  was not as
bombastic as Brooks's stadium anthems,
nor as pop-forward as Twain's crossover
hits.  Instead,  it  represented  a  quieter,
more introspective side of the decade's
country music.


