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THE ENDURING WISDOM OF THE
EPIC OF GILGAMESH QUOTES

In the vast landscape of world literature,
few works possess the ancient gravity
and profound human relevance of The
Epic of Gilgamesh. Composed in
Mesopotamia over four thousand years
ago, this epic poem predates Homer and
the Bible, making it the oldest surviving
great work of literature. Yet, its age does
not diminish its power. The story of
Gilgamesh, the tyrannical king of Uruk
who embarks on a transformative
journey after the death of his beloved
friend Enkidu, resonates deeply with
modern readers precisely because of its
raw exploration of universal themes:
friendship, the fear of death, the quest
for fame, and the bittersweet
acceptance of human limitations.
Exploring The Epic Of Gilgamesh
Quotes offers more than a glimpse into
ancient wisdom; it provides a mirror
reflecting our own deepest anxieties and
aspirations. These quotes, scattered
throughout the shattered clay tablets,
speak across millennia with startling
clarity, offering timeless lessons on how
to live, love, and ultimately, how to die.

THE ESSENCE OF FRIENDSHIP:
QUOTES ON THE BOND BETWEEN
GILGAMESH AND ENKIDU

The emotional core of the entire epic is
the transformative friendship between
Gilgamesh and Enkidu. Before meeting

his match, Gilgamesh is a brash,
arrogant, and oppressive ruler. Enkidu, a
wild man created by the gods to temper
Gilgamesh's excesses, becomes his
equal, his foil, and finally, his dearest
companion. Their bond is fierce and
immediate, and some of the most
moving quotes in the entire text speak
to the power of this connection.

A Friend Who
Understands
Your Heart

Perhaps one of the most quoted lines
from the epic encapsulates the very
nature of their relationship. Gilgamesh
himself describes his friend with
poignant simplicity:

"He who has seen the depths, let him
know my heart. He who has seen the
depths, let him know my sorrow. Let him
read my tablet. Let him read of my
travels and my tribulations." - Tablet |

While this quote is Gilgamesh's invitation
to the reader to understand his journey,
it is fundamentally a testament to his
desire for a companion who can truly
comprehend his inner world. He finds
this in Enkidu. The friendship is not
merely about shared adventures; it is
about a profound, almost spiritual,
understanding. Another quote
demonstrates the depth of their bond,
describing their initial encounter as a
destined meeting of equals:

"They kissed each other and made


https://app.ardentx.com/

friends. ... They took each other by the
hand." - Tablet Il

This simple, direct description of their
reconciliation after their initial fight is
profoundly moving. It shows that true
friendship is often born from conflict and
mutual respect, not just easy
agreement. They become "as one,"
sharing a single heart and mind.

Grief and the
Shadow of Loss

The most heartbreaking quotes in the
epic emerge after Enkidu's death.
Gilgamesh's grief is primal,
overwhelming, and utterly human. He
refuses to accept the finality of death
and mourns his friend with a ferocity
that borders on madness. The raw pain
is palpable in these lines:

"My friend, my younger friend, who
chased the wild ass of the hills, the
panther of the plains—my friend, whom |
loved so dearly, who with me went
through every danger—the doom of
mortals overtook him. Six days and
seven nights | mourned over him and
would not allow him to be buried until a
maggot fell out of his nose." - Tablet VI

This is one of the most graphic and
emotionally brutal quotes in ancient
literature. It shows that Gilgamesh's love
was so great that he could not bear to
let go, even as the physical reality of
death decayed his friend's body. It is a
stark, unforgettable image of love and
denial. This grief is the catalyst for the
entire second half of the epic, as
Gilgamesh sets out on his futile quest for

THE QUEST FOR IMMORTALITY:
QUOTATIONS ON MORTALITY
AND THE HUMAN CONDITION

If the first half of the epic is about
friendship, the second half is a deep,
philosophical meditation on death.
Following Enkidu's demise, Gilgamesh is
haunted by a single, terrifying question:
"Must | die too?" His desperate journey
to find Utnapishtim, the lone survivor of
the great flood who was granted eternal
life, forms the core of this existential
exploration. The quotes from this section
are some of the most profound
reflections on mortality ever written.

The Fear That
Drives Us

Gilgamesh's fear of death is not
cowardice; it is a fundamental human
dread that he is courageous enough to
confront. He articulates this terror to
everyone he meets, including the wise
tavern-keeper Siduri. His desperation is
captured in these words:

"Shamash has granted me beauty, but
he has not granted me eternal life. ...
When | die, will | be no more than
Enkidu? Sorrow has entered my heart. |
am afraid of death." - Tablet IX

This simple admission, "I am afraid of
death," is perhaps the most relatable
quote in the entire work. It strips away
the king's majesty and reveals the
frightened man beneath. He continues
his quest not with hope, but with a
driven, almost frantic need to escape the
inevitable. He seeks Utnapishtim, asking
the immortal man directly:

immortality, driven by the terrified

realization that the same fate awaits "What must | do to live forever? Tell me
him. your secret, O Utnapishtim. ... | have
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traveled a long road. | have endured
hardship. Help me, so that | too may live
forever." - Tablet XI

The directness of the request is striking.
It is the plea of every human being who
has ever looked into the abyss of their
own mortality.

The Wisdom of
Accepting Limits

The answer Gilgamesh receives is not
what he wants to hear, but it is the
wisdom he needs. Utnapishtim, after
telling the story of the great flood,
ultimately reveals that immortality is not
for humans. The secret is not a magical
herb or a divine gift; it is acceptance.
The most important wisdom comes not
from the immortal man, but from the
alewife Siduri, who offers the most
famous advice in the entire epic:

"Gilgamesh, where are you hurrying to?
You will never find that life for which you
are looking. When the gods created man
they allotted to him death, but life they
retained in their own keeping. As for you,
Gilgamesh, fill your belly with good
things; day and night, night and day,
dance and be merry, feast and rejoice.
Let your clothes be fresh, bathe yourself
in water, cherish the little child that
holds your hand, and make your wife
happy in your embrace; for this too is
the lot of man." - Tablet X

This is arguably the most profound and
life-affirming quote in The Epic of
Gilgamesh. It is the world's oldest
"carpe diem" philosophy. Siduri is telling
Gilgamesh, and all of us, that the
meaning of life is not found in an
impossible quest for eternity, but in the
simple, transient joys of the present. To

cherish the child, to love the spouse, to
enjoy a good meal and a warm
bath—this is the true immortality
available to human beings. It is a
wisdom born from accepting our own
finitude.

POWER, KINGSHIP, AND
WISDOM: QUOTES ON
LEADERSHIP AND LEGACY

Beyond the personal themes of
friendship and death, the epic is also a
profound meditation on leadership.
Gilgamesh  begins as a flawed,
oppressive king and learns, through
suffering, what it truly means to be a
great ruler. The epic opens with a
description of his tyranny and his city,
which sets the stage for his
transformation.

The Burden and
Duty of a King

The very first lines of the epic describe
Gilgamesh's achievements, framing his
legacy not as a conqueror, but as a
builder and a wise man. The prologue
declares his greatness:

"He who saw the Deep, the foundation of
the country, who knew the proper ways,
was wise in all matters! Gilgamesh, who
saw the Deep, the foundation of the
country, who knew the proper ways, was
wise in all matters! He saw mysteries
and knew secret things, he brought us a
tale of the days before the flood." -
Tablet |

This opening establishes that
Gilgamesh's ultimate legacy is not his
physical strength or his tyrannical rule,
but the wisdom he gained through his
journey. He shares this wisdom by



inscribing his story on a tablet of stone,
building the great walls of Uruk that will
last forever. The epic ends where it
begins, by urging the reader to look at
the city of Uruk and its walls, a
testament to a leader who learned to
rule with wisdom and care for his people.

"Go up on the wall of Uruk and walk
around. Examine its foundation, inspect
its brickwork thoroughly. ... Is not the
brickwork of fired brick? Did not the
Seven Sages themselves lay its
foundations?" - Tablet | & XI

This quote is the key to understanding
the epic's message. True immortality is
not found in living forever, but in
creating something of lasting value for
your community. Gilgamesh's true
legacy is the city he built, the wisdom he
recorded, and the heart he learned to
open.

THE FLOOD AND THE GODS:
QUOTES ON DIVINE POWER AND
HUMAN FATE

The story of the great flood, found in
Tablet XI, is a direct precursor to the
Biblical story of Noah. Utnapishtim, the
Mesopotamian Noah, is given
instructions to build a boat to save his
family and the seed of all living
creatures. This section is filled with
powerful quotes about the capricious
nature of the gods and the resilience of
humankind.

The god Ea, who warns Utnapishtim,
speaks to him through the wall of his
house, a clever trick to avoid breaking
the oath of the other gods:

"0 man of Shuruppak, son of Ubara-Tutu,
tear down your house, build a boat!
Abandon wealth, seek living beings!
Spurn possessions, save the lives of
living beings! ... Take aboard the boat

the seed of all living creatures!" - Tablet
Xl

The imperative tone of this quote
highlights the urgency and the moral
shift: the divine command is to value life
over material wealth. After the flood, the
god Enlil, who originally caused the
flood, is furious, but Ea rebukes him,
offering a timeless lesson about justice
and mercy:

"How could you, unreasoningly, bring on
the Deluge? Lay the sin on the sinner, let
the crime be on the criminal. Be
merciful, lest all living be cut off, be
tolerant, lest all perishes." - Tablet Xl

This quote is a cornerstone of ancient
ethical thought. It argues for
proportional justice and rejects the idea
of collective punishment for the sins of a
few. It is a powerful statement about the
value of mercy and reason over wrath
and destruction.

CONCLUSION: THE UNBROKEN
THREAD OF HUMANITY

The Epic of Gilgamesh is not a dusty
relic, but a living testament to the
unchanging nature of the human heart.
The Epic Of Gilgamesh Quotes we
have explored are not just fragments of
an ancient poem; they are echoes of our
own thoughts, our own fears, and our
own loves. From the passionate cry of a
grieving friend to the wise counsel of a
tavern-keeper to enjoy the simple meal
in front of us, this epic provides a
complete guide to the human
experience. It teaches us that our power
lies not in denying death, but in fully
embracing life—in friendship, in creation,
and in the love we share. The story of
Gilgamesh has survived for four
thousand years because it speaks a
timeless truth: we are all mortal, and
that is precisely what makes our fleeting
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time on earth so infinitely precious. The wisdom of Gilgamesh endures, written in
walls of Uruk may crumble, but the the clay of our shared humanity.



