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UNDERSTANDING
THE WOLD
SENTENCE COPY
TEST: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO
HANDWRITING
ASSESSMENT

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
e d u c a t i o n a l
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
occupational  therapy,
handwriting  evaluation
remains  a  critical  tool
for  understanding  a
child's  developmental
progress.  Among  the
many  instruments
a v a i l a b l e  t o
professionals, the Wold

Sentence  Copy  Test
s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a
practical,  time-efficient
measure that provides
valuable  insights  into
handwriting  fluency
and  legibil ity.  This
assessment,  while  not
as  widely  known  as
s o m e  o t h e r
standardized  tests,
offers  unique  benefits
f o r  c l i n i c i a n s ,
educators, and parents
seeking to  understand
a n d  i m p r o v e  a
s tudent ' s  wr i t ing
capabilities.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  explore  every
aspect  of  the  Wold
Sentence  Copy  Test,
from  its  origins  and
administration  to  its
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scoring,  interpretation,
a n d  r e a l - w o r l d
applications.

WHAT IS THE
WOLD SENTENCE
COPY TEST?

The  Wold  Sentence
C o p y  T e s t  i s  a
s t a n d a r d i z e d
h a n d w r i t i n g
assessment  designed
to evaluate a student's
a b i l i t y  t o  c o p y  a
sentence  accurately
and  efficiently.  Unlike
more  comprehensive
h a n d w r i t i n g
evaluations  that  may
e x a m i n e  l e t t e r
formation,  spacing,
and  a l i gnment  i n
isolation,  this  test
focuses  specifically  on
t h e  s p e e d  a n d
accuracy  of  sentence
copy ing .  The  tes t
requires the student to
copy  a  specific
sentence  repeatedly
f o r  a  s e t  p e r i o d ,
allowing  the  examiner

to  measure  both  the
quantity  of  writing
produced  and  the
quality  of  that  writing
in terms of errors and
legibility.
The  test  derives  its
n a m e  f r o m  i t s
developer,  Robert
Wold, who created the
a s s e s s m e n t  a s  a
prac t i ca l  too l  f o r
identifying  students
who may struggle with
handwriting  fluency.
The  core  premise  of
t h e  t e s t  i s  t h a t
sentence copying is  a
fundamental classroom
ski l l .  Students  are
frequently  required  to
c o p y  n o t e s ,
assignments, and other
written material from a
board  or  textbook.
Difficulties  in  this  area
can  significantly
impac t  academic
performance  and  lead
to frustration,  reduced
productivity,  and even
avoidance  of  writing
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tasks.

Key
Features
of the
Assessme
nt
The  Wold  Sentence
C o p y  T e s t  i s
cha rac te r i zed  by
several  distinctive
features that make it a
useful  addition to  any
assessment  battery.
First,  it  is  remarkably
quick  to  administer,
typically requiring only
two minutes of writing
t ime.  This  brevi ty
makes  i t  idea l  fo r
screening large groups
of students or for use
in busy clinical settings
where  time is  limited.
Second, the test yields
two primary  scores:  a

speed score based on
the  number  of  letters
or  words  copied  per
m i n u t e ,  a n d  a n
accuracy  score  based
o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
errors  present  in  the
copied text. Third, the
t e s t  u s e s  a
standardized  sentence
that is designed to be
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r
students across a wide
range of grade levels.
The standard sentence
used  in  the  test  is
carefully  constructed
to include a variety of
letter  formations,
c o m m o n  l e t t e r
combinations,  and
t y p i c a l  w r i t i n g
c h a l l e n g e s .  T h i s
ensures  that  the  test
p r o v i d e s  a
representative  sample
o f  a  s t u d e n t ' s
handwriting  abilities.
The  sentence  is  not
over ly  complex  in
terms of vocabulary or
syntax,  which  helps
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ensure  that  the  test
measures  handwriting
s k i l l  r a t h e r  t h a n
reading comprehension
or language ability.

HOW THE WOLD
SENTENCE COPY
TEST IS
ADMINISTERED

Administering the Wold
Sentence Copy Test is
a  st ra ight forward
process, but it requires
careful  attention  to
standardization  to
e n s u r e  v a l i d  a n d
reliable  results.  The
examiner provides the
student with a sheet of
paper  containing  the
stimulus  sentence
printed at the top. The
s t u d e n t  i s  t h e n
instructed to copy the
sentence repeatedly on
the lines below, writing
as  qu i ck ly  and  as
neatly as possible. The
examiner  times  the
student for exactly two
minutes,  signaling

when  to  begin  and
when  to  stop.
It is important to note
that  the  test  can  be
a d m i n i s t e r e d
individually  or  in  a
group  sett ing.  For
group  administration,
the  examiner  should
e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l
students  can  clearly
s e e  t h e  s t i m u l u s
s e n t e n c e  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
instructions.  Students
should  be  told  that
they will be timed, but
that they should focus
on  writing  well  rather
than  simply  rushing.
This  balance  between
speed and accuracy is
central  to  the  test's
purpose.

Materials
Needed

A printed test
form with the
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stimulus
sentence and
lined writing
space
A stopwatch or
timer
A pen or pencil
for the student
(the examiner
may specify
which writing
tool to use)
A quiet, well-lit
environment free
from distractions

After  the two minutes
have  e lapsed,  the
examiner  collects  the
t e s t  p a p e r s  a n d
proceeds to scoring. It
is  essential  that  the
examiner  does  not
provide  any  coaching
or  encouragement
during the test beyond
the initial  instructions,
a s  t h i s  c o u l d
c o m p r o m i s e  t h e
standardization  of  the
assessment.

SCORING THE
WOLD SENTENCE
COPY TEST

Sco r i ng  the  Wo ld
Sentence  Copy  Test
involves  two  distinct
c o m p o n e n t s :
measuring  speed  and
evaluating  accuracy.
E a c h  c o m p o n e n t
p r o v i d e s  u n i q u e
information  about  the
student's  handwriting
proficiency.

Speed
Scoring
To calculate the speed
score,  the  examiner
c o u n t s  t h e  t o t a l
number  of  letters  the
student  wrote  during
the  two-minute  test
period. This includes all
letters in all completed
sentences,  as  well  as
any  partial  sentences.
The total letter count is
then divided by two to
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yield  a  letters-per-
minute  rate.  Some
examiners  prefer  to
count  words  rather
than letters, but letter
counting  provides  a
more precise measure
and  is  the  standard
approach  described  in
the test manual.
A  higher  speed  score
ind icates  greater
handwriting  fluency.
However,  speed  must
always  be  interpreted
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f
accuracy.  A  student
who writes very quickly
but  makes  numerous
errors  may  not  have
functional  handwriting
skills.  Conversely,  a
student  who  writes
slowly but with perfect
accuracy may struggle
t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h
classroom demands.

Accuracy
Scoring
Accuracy  is  assessed
by  examin ing  the
copied text  for  errors.
Common  error  types
i n c l u d e  l e t t e r
omiss ions ,  l e t te r
substitutions,  letter
r e v e r s a l s ,
capitalization  errors,
punctuation  errors,
spacing  errors,  and
overall legibility issues.
Each error is  counted,
and  the  total  number
of  errors  is  recorded.
The examiner may also
note the types of errors
observed ,  as  th i s
information  can  guide
intervention planning.
Some  versions  of  the
Wold  Sentence  Copy
Test  use  a  qualitative
ra t ing  sys tem  fo r
legibility,  where  the
examiner  assigns  a
score  based  on  the
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overall  readability  of
t h e  w r i t i n g .  T h i s
subjective  component
requires  training  and
experience  to  apply
consistently.  More
recent  adaptations  of
the  test  have  moved
toward  quantitative
er ro r  count ing  to
improve  reliabil ity.

INTERPRETATION
OF RESULTS

Once  the  speed  and
accuracy  scores  have
been  calculated,  the
examiner  compares
t h e  s t u d e n t ' s
p e r f o r m a n c e  t o
normative  data.  The
Wold  Sentence  Copy
Test has been normed
on samples of students
across  various  grade
leve l s ,  p rov id ing
percentile  ranks  and
standard  scores  that
allow the examiner  to
determine whether the
student's  performance
is  within  the  average

range,  below average,
or  significantly
impaired.
A  student  who  scores
b e l o w  t h e  1 6 t h
percentile on speed or
accu racy ,  o r  who
shows  a  significant
discrepancy  between
speed  and  accuracy,
may be considered at
risk  for  handwriting
difficulties.  However,  it
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
interpret the results in
light  of  the  student's
age,  grade,  cultural
background,  and  any
known  diagnoses  or
learning  disabilities.
The  Wold  Sentence
C o p y  T e s t  i s  a
screening  tool,  not  a
diagnostic  instrument,
and should be used as
p a r t  o f  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
evaluation.
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Common
Patterns
and Their
Implicatio

ns
Several  patterns  of
performance  on  the
Wold  Sentence  Copy
Test  have  c l in ica l
significance.  For
example,  a  student
with  slow  speed  but
high  accuracy  may
have fine motor delays
o r  m a y  b e  o v e r l y
focused on neatness at
t h e  e x p e n s e  o f
productivity. A student
with fast speed but low
a c c u r a c y  m a y  b e
impulsive or may have
difficulties  with  visual
perception  or  motor
planning.  A  student
who  shows  both  slow

s p e e d  a n d  l o w
accuracy  i s  l i ke ly
e x p e r i e n c i n g
significant  handwriting
challenges that require
targeted intervention.
T e a c h e r s  a n d
therapists  can  use
these patterns to tailor
t h e i r  s u p p o r t
strategies. For the slow
but accurate writer, the
g o a l  m a y  b e  t o
increase speed through
fluency-building
activities.  For  the fast
but  inaccurate  writer,
the  focus  may  be  on
s lowing  down  and
i m p r o v i n g  l e t t e r
formation.  For  the
student  with  global
difficulties,  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
intervent ion  p lan
addressing  fine  motor
s k i l l s ,  v i s u a l
perception, and writing
mechanics  may  be
needed.
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APPLICATIONS IN
EDUCATION AND

THERAPY

The  Wold  Sentence
Copy Test  has a wide
range of applications in
both  educational  and
clinical  settings.  Its
simplicity  and  brevity
m a k e  i t  a n  i d e a l
screening  tool  for
identifying  students
who may need further
evaluation  or  support.
Many  schools  use  the
test  as  part  of  their
r e s p o n s e - t o -
i n t e r v e n t i o n
framework,  monitoring
students'  handwriting
progress over time and
adjusting  instruction
accordingly.

Occupati
onal

Therapy
Use
O c c u p a t i o n a l
therapists  frequently
use the Wold Sentence
Copy  Test  as  part  of
their  initial  evaluation
of children referred for
handwriting  difficulties.
The  test  prov ides
objective data that can
be  used  to  establish
baseline  performance,
set goals, and measure
progress  over  the
course  of  therapy.
Therapists  may  also
use the  error  analysis
to  identify  specific
areas  of  weakness,
such as letter reversals
or spacing issues, and
target  these  areas  in
their  intervent ion
sessions.
In  addition,  the  test
can be used to assess
the  effectiveness  of
different  interventions.
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F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
t h e r a p i s t  m i g h t
administer  the  test
before  and  after  a
period  of  handwriting
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o
determine whether the
intervention has led to
improvements  i n
speed,  accuracy,  or
both.  This  evidence-
based  approach  helps
ensure  that  therapy
time  is  used  efficiently
and  that  interventions
a r e  p r o d u c i n g
meaningful  results.

Classroo
m
Applicatio
ns
Classroom  teachers
c a n  u s e  t h e  W o l d
Sentence Copy Test to
identify  students  who
are  struggling  with

handwriting  and  may
n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l
s u p p o r t  o r
accommodations.  For
instance,  a  student
who scores  below the
25th  percenti le  on
speed  may  benefit
from  being  allowed
extra time to complete
written assignments or
from using a keyboard
instead of handwriting.
A  student  with  poor
accuracy  may  need
targeted  instruction  in
letter formation or may
benefit  from  using
lined paper with visual
cues.
The  test  can  also  be
used  to  monitor  the
effectiveness  of
c l a s s r o o m - w i d e
h a n d w r i t i n g
instruction. If a teacher
implements  a  new
handwriting  program,
administering  the  test
before  and  after  the
program  can  provide
objective  evidence  of
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its impact on students'
writing  fluency  and
legibility.

COMPARISON
WITH OTHER
HANDWRITING
ASSESSMENTS

The  Wold  Sentence
Copy  Test  is  one  of
several  handwriting
assessments  available
to  p ro fess iona l s .
Understanding  how  it
compares  with  other
instruments  can  help
c l i n i c i a n s  a n d
educators  choose  the
right  tool  for  their
specific  needs.

Wold vs.
The
Handwriti

ng
Without
Tears
Screener
T h e  H a n d w r i t i n g
Without Tears Screener
i s  a  m o r e
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
evaluates  multiple
c o m p o n e n t s  o f
handwriting,  including
le t te r  fo rmat ion ,
spacing,  alignment,
and  size.  While  the
Wold  test  focuses
specifically  on
sentence  copy ing
speed  and  accuracy,
t h e  H a n d w r i t i n g
Without Tears Screener
provides  a  broader
profile  of  a  student's
handwriting skills.  The
Wold test is quicker to
administer,  making  it
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more  su i tab le  fo r
screening large groups,
while  the  Handwriting
Without Tears Screener
may  be  better  for  in-
d e p t h  i n d i v i d u a l
evaluation.

Wold vs.
The
Minnesot
a
Handwriti
ng
Assessme
nt
T h e  M i n n e s o t a
H a n d w r i t i n g
Assessment is another
widely  used  tool  that
evaluates  handwriting
legibility  and  speed.

Like  the  Wold  test,  it
uses  a  copying  task,
but it includes a more
d e t a i l e d  s c o r i n g
system that  examines
individual  aspects  of
l e t te r  fo rmat ion ,
s p a c i n g ,  a n d
a l i g n m e n t .  T h e
Minnesota  Handwriting
Assessment  is  more
t ime- intens ive  to
administer  and  score
than the Wold test, but
i t  prov ides  r i cher
diagnostic  information.
The  choice  between
these two instruments
d e p e n d s  o n  t h e
examiner's  goals  and
the  time  available  for
assessment.

Wold vs.
The
Evaluatio
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n Tool of
Children's
Handwriti

ng
The Evaluation Tool of
Children's  Handwriting
is  a  comprehensive
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
e v a l u a t e s  b o t h
manuscript and cursive
writing.  It  includes
multiple tasks, such as
copying, dictation, and
f ree  wr i t i ng ,  and
prov ides  deta i led
scores  for  var ious
c o m p o n e n t s  o f
handwr i t ing.  Th is
assessment  is  more
comprehensive  than
the Wold test but also
more  time-consuming.
The Wold test may be
preferred when a quick
screening  is  needed,
while  the  Evaluation

Tool  o f  Chi ldren's
Handwriting  is  better
suited  for  a  thorough
evaluation.

RESEARCH AND
EVIDENCE BASE

Research on the Wold
Sentence  Copy  Test
has  examined  i t s
p s y c h o m e t r i c
properties, including its
reliability  and  validity.
Studies  have  found
t h a t  t h e  t e s t  h a s
acceptable  test-retest
r e l i a b i l i t y  w h e n
administered  under
s t a n d a r d i z e d
conditions.  The  test
also  shows  moderate
to  strong  correlations
with other measures of
handwriting  fluency
and  w i th  t eache r
ratings  of  handwriting
skill,  supporting  its
validity  as  a  measure
o f  h a n d w r i t i n g
performance.
Several  studies  have
u s e d  t h e  W o l d
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Sentence Copy Test to
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
handwriting  fluency
across  grade  levels.
These  studies  have
found that handwriting
s p e e d  i n c r e a s e s
steadily  from  first
grade  through  fifth
grade,  with  the  most
rapid gains occurring in
the  early  elementary
years.  Accuracy  also
improves  over  time,
although the pattern of
improvement  varies
depending on the type
of  error  measured.
These  normative  data
a r e  u s e f u l  f o r
determining whether a
student's  performance
is  developmentally
appropriate.

Limitation

s of the
Research
W h i l e  t h e  W o l d
Sentence  Copy  Test
has  a  reasonab le
evidence  base,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
a c k n o w l e d g e  i t s
limitations. Most of the
normative  data  were
collected several years
ago,  and it  is  unclear
whether  these  norms
remain  current  given
changes in educational
pract ices  and  the
inc reas ing  use  o f
t e c h n o l o g y  i n
classrooms. In addition,
the test has not been
extensively  studied  in
diverse  populations,
and its applicability to
students  from different
cultural  and  linguistic
b a c k g r o u n d s  i s
uncertain.
Future research should
focus on updating the
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normative  data  and
examining  the  test's
validity  for  different
subgroups of students.
Researchers  should
a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e
w h e t h e r  t h e  t e s t
predicts  real-world
writing outcomes, such
as grades in language
arts or performance on
standardized  writing
assessments.

BENEFITS AND

LIMITATIONS OF
THE WOLD
SENTENCE COPY
TEST

Like  any  assessment
t o o l ,  t h e  W o l d
Sentence  Copy  Test
has both strengths and
w e a k n e s s e s  t h a t
should  be  considered
when deciding whether
to use it.

Benefits


