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UNDERSTANDING
THE MIRACULOUS
JOURNEY OF
EDWARD TULANE
LEXILE AND ITS
IMPACT ON YOUNG
READERS

W h e n  p a r e n t s ,
educators,  and  young
readers  encounter  a
beloved  children's
book,  one  of  the  first
questions  that  often
ar ises  is  about  i ts
read ing  leve l  and
appropriateness.  For
those  exploring  Kate

DiCamillo's  touching
novel,  understanding
The  M i racu lous
Journey  Of  Edward
T u l a n e  L e x i l e
measure  provides
valuable  insight  into
how  this  story  fits  into
a  ch i l d ' s  r ead ing
development.  This
article delves deep into
the  significance  of  this
Lexile  measure,  the
themes  of  the  book,
and why it continues to
resonate  with  readers
of  all  ages across the
globe.
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What
Exactly Is
The
Miraculou
s Journey
Of
Edward
Tulane
Lexile

Measure?
T h e  M i r a c u l o u s
Journey  Of  Edward
T u l a n e  L e x i l e
measure  is  officially
rated  at  700L.  This
places the book within
a reading range that is
typically  accessible  to

students  in  grades  3
through 5, although its
emotional  depth  and
thematic  complexity
make  it  suitable  for
older  readers  as  well.
The  Lexile  Framework
for  Reading  evaluates
text difficulty based on
sentence  length  and
word frequency, and a
700L  score  indicates
that the book presents
a  moderate  level  of
c h a l l e n g e  f o r
developing  readers
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g
e n g a g i n g  a n d
comprehensible.
Understanding  this
Lexile  measure  helps
parents  and  teachers
match  the  book  to  a
child's  reading  ability.
The  M i racu lous
Journey  Of  Edward
Tulane Lexile of 700L
means  that  a  reader
with  a  similar  Lexile
score should be able to
c o m p r e h e n d
approximately  75%  of
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the text independently,
wh ich  i s  i dea l  f o r
guided  reading  or
classroom  instruction.
This  level  strikes  a
ba lance  be tween
access ib i l i t y  and
intellectual stimulation,
allowing young readers
t o  s t r e t c h  t h e i r
comprehension  skills
without  becoming
frustrated.

Why The
Lexile
Measure
Matters
for This
Particular
Novel
K a t e  D i C a m i l l o ' s
writing  style  in  The

Miraculous  Journey  of
Edward Tulane  is both
l y r i c a l  a n d
straightforward,  which
c o n t r i b u t e s
significantly to its 700L
Lexi le  rat ing.  The
author  uses  relatively
s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e
s t r u c t u r e s  b u t
incorporates  r i ch
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
emotional nuance that
elevate  the  reading
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
L e x i l e  m e a s u r e
reflects  this  duality:
the  text  is  accessible
e n o u g h  f o r
intermediate  readers
while containing layers
of meaning that reward
deeper analysis.
For educators planning
lesson  units,  knowing
the  Lexile  measure
a l l ows  f o r  be t t e r
curriculum  alignment.
Books  with  a  similar
Lexile  range,  such  as
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Because of  Winn-Dixie
(also by DiCamillo and
rated at  610L) or  The
Tale  of  Despereaux
(670L), can be grouped
together  for  thematic
units  on  journeys,
transformation,  and
e m p a t h y .  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  of  700L makes
it  an  excellent  bridge
b e t w e e n  l o w e r
elementary  chapter
b o o k s  a n d  m o r e
complex  middle-grade
fiction.

Overview
of The
Miraculou
s Journey

of Edward
Tulane
Before  diving  deeper
i n t o  t h e  L e x i l e
impl icat ions,  i t  i s
helpful  to  understand
the  story  itself.  The
Miraculous  Journey  of
Edward Tulane  follows
t h e  r e m a r k a b l e
adventures  of  a  china
rabbit  named  Edward
Tulane. Edward begins
his  ex istence  as  a
proud,  vain,  and  self-
centered toy belonging
to a young girl named
Abilene. He cares only
for  his  own  comfort
and  appea rance ,
showing  little  regard
f o r  t h e  l o v e  a n d
attention lavished upon
him by Abilene and her
g r a n d m o t h e r ,
Pellegrina.
However, Edward's life
takes  a  dramatic  turn
when he is lost during
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a family ocean voyage.
What  fo l lows  is  an
extraordinary  journey
through  the  hands  of
various  owners,  each
o f  w h o m  t e a c h e s
Edward  something
profound  about  love,
l o s s ,  h o p e ,  a n d
humanity.  From  being
a  s c a r e c r o w ' s
c o m p a n i o n  t o
comforting  a  dying
c h i l d ,  E d w a r d
experiences  the  full
spectrum  of  human
e m o t i o n .  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  measure  of
700L  supports  the
r e a d i n g  o f  t h e s e
complex  emotional
themes  by  ensuring
that the language itself
does  not  become  a
b a r r i e r  t o
understanding.

Thematic
Depth
and Its
Relations
hip to
Reading
Level
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
remarkable  aspects  of
this  novel  is  how  it
h a n d l e s  d e e p l y
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
philosophical  themes
within  a  reading  level
appropriate  for  upper
elementary  students.
T h e  M i r a c u l o u s
Journey  Of  Edward
Tulane Lexile of 700L
al lows  chi ldren  to
engage  with  concepts
such as:
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Transformation
and personal
growth
The nature of
love and
attachment
Grief and loss
Hope and
resilience
Empathy and
compassion for
others

These  themes  are
woven seamlessly into
the  narrative  through
Edward's  experiences.
When  Edward  meets
the  old  fisherman
Lawrence and his wife
Nellie, he learns about
quiet,  enduring  love.
When he is taken in by
a hobo named Bull, he
experiences  freedom
and  companionship.
E a c h  e p i s o d e  i n
Edward's journey adds
another  layer  to  his
understanding of what
it  means  to  care  for
others and to be cared
for in return. The Lexile

measure  ensures  that
while  the  vocabulary
remains  manageable,
the  emotional  content
is  rich  and  thought-
provoking.

How The
Miraculou
s Journey
Of
Edward
Tulane
Lexile
Compare
s to Other
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Kate
DiCamillo

Books
Kate  DiCamillo  is  a
master  of  writing  for
children, and her books
often  fa l l  wi th in  a
similar  Lexile  range.
E x a m i n i n g  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  alongside  her
other  works  provides
useful  context:

Because of Winn-
Dixie: 610L
The Tale of
Despereaux:
670L
The Miraculous
Journey of
Edward Tulane:
700L
Flora & Ulysses:
520L
Raymie
Nightingale:

630L

As  this  comparison
s h o w s ,  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lex i le  o f  700L  i s
slightly  higher  than
many  of  DiCamillo's
other  popular  works.
T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t
readers  who  have
enjoyed  her  other
books may find Edward
Tulane to be a gentle
step  up  in  reading
c o m p l e x i t y .  T h e
slightly  higher  Lexile
measure is largely due
to the more formal and
descriptive  language
u s e d  t o  c o n v e y
Edward's  internal
transformation, as well
as  the  occasional  use
of  more  advanced
vocabulary  related  to
emotions and settings.
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Classroo
m
Applicatio
ns and
Guided
Reading
Strategie

s
For teachers using this
book in the classroom,
t h e  M i r a c u l o u s
Journey  Of  Edward
Tulane Lexile of 700L
offers  several
advantages.  It  is  well-
su i ted  fo r  gu ided
reading  groups  where
students can read the
text  with  moderate
support.  The  book's
chapter structure, with

its  relatively  short
chapters,  makes  it
ideal  for  daily  read-
a loud  sess ions  or
independent  reading
assignments.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical  strategies for
leveraging  the  Lexile
level  in  educational
settings:

Pre-teaching1.
vocabulary:
While the 700L
level is
accessible,
introducing key
vocabulary words
related to
emotions and
settings before
reading can
enhance
comprehension.
Discussion2.
prompts: Use
the themes of
transformation
and empathy to
drive classroom
discussions. Ask
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students how
Edward changes
throughout the
story and what
events trigger
those changes.
Journaling3.
activities: Have
students write
from Edward's
perspective at
different points
in his journey.
This helps them
connect with the
emotional depth
of the text.
Compare and4.
contrast: Pair
this book with
other DiCamillo
novels at similar
Lexile levels to
explore common
themes across
her work.
Character5.
mapping:
Create visual
representations
of Edward's
journey and the

various
characters he
encounters. This
supports
comprehension
and
engagement.

T h e  M i r a c u l o u s
Journey  Of  Edward
T u l a n e  L e x i l e
measure also makes it
suitable  for  literature
circles where students
of  varying  reading
a b i l i t i e s  c a n
participate.  Stronger
readers can delve into
the symbolic meanings
a n d  n a r r a t i v e
techniques,  whi le
developing readers can
f o c u s  o n  p l o t
comprehension  and
c h a r a c t e r
development.

The
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Emotional
and
Education
al Impact
of
Reading
at This

Level
Reading a book at  an
appropriate Lexile level
is  crucial  for  building
confidence  and
fostering  a  love  of
reading. When children
e n c o u n t e r  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  of  700L,  they
are  likely  to  find  the
t e x t  c h a l l e n g i n g
enough  to  grow  their

s k i l l s  b u t  n o t  s o
difficult  that  they
become  discouraged.
This  sweet  spot  is
where  the  magic  of
reading  happens,  and
it is why understanding
Lexile  measures  is  so
important  for  parents
and educators.
Beyond  the  technical
aspects  of  reading
level,  the  emotional
impact  of  this  book
cannot  be  overstated.
E d w a r d  T u l a n e ' s
journey  from  a  selfish,
detached  toy  to  a
loving,  vulnerable
be ing  mi r rors  the
e m o t i o n a l
development  that
children  themselves
u n d e r g o .  T h e
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  supports  this
emotional  learning  by
ensur ing  that  the
language  does  not
overshadow the story's
heart.  Children  can
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focus  on  the  feelings
and lessons embedded
in the narrative rather
than  struggling  with
every  sentence.

Why This
Book
Endures
Across
Generatio
ns
Since its publication in
2006,  The  Miraculous
Journey  of  Edward
Tulane  has  become  a
staple  in  classrooms
and homes around the
world. The Miraculous
Journey  Of  Edward
Tulane Lexile of 700L
part ly  explains  i ts
staying  power:  it  is
accessible  to  a  wide

a g e  r a n g e  w h i l e
remaining  artistically
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y
sophisticated.  Adults
who  read  this  book
often  find  themselves
deeply  moved,  and
children who encounter
it carry its lessons into
adulthood.
The book's exploration
of  what  it  means  to
love  and  be  loved
t r a n s c e n d s  a g e ,
culture,  and  reading
ab i l i t y .  Edward ' s
journey  teaches  that
love is both a gift and a
risk, that opening one's
heart  to  others  can
lead to pain but also to
profound  joy.  These
universal  truths  are
conveyed  through
l a n g u a g e  t h a t  i s
beautiful yet not overly
complex, thanks in part
t o  t h e  c a r e f u l
calibration of the Lexile
measure.
Fur thermore ,  the
book's  structure  of
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i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
e p i s o d e s  a l l o w s
readers  to  digest  the
story  in  manageable
s e g m e n t s .  E a c h
chapter presents a new
phase  of  Edward's
journey, making it easy
for  young  readers  to
follow along and reflect
on  what  they  have
read.  The Miraculous
Journey  Of  Edward
Tulane Lexile of 700L
ensures  that  each
episode is linguistically
consistent, providing a
s m o o t h  r e a d i n g
e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m
beginning  to  end.

Tips for
Parents
and
Educators

Using the
Lexile
Measure
If  you are a parent or
teacher  looking  to
introduce this  book to
a child, here are some
practical tips based on
its Lexile measure:

Read the book
yourself first.
Understanding
the emotional
weight of the
story will help
you guide
discussions and
support young
readers through
the more
poignant
moments.
Use
audiobooks as
a supplement.
Hearing the story
read aloud can
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help children
who may
struggle with the
700L text level to
still access the
narrative.
Encourage re-
reading. The
richness of this
book means that
it reveals new
layers upon re-
reading. A child
who reads it at
age 8 may have
a very different
experience
reading it again
at age 10.
Connect to real
life. Discuss
times when the
child has
experienced loss,
change, or new
friendships.
Making personal
connections
deepens
comprehension
and emotional
engagement.

Don't rush.
Allow time for
reflection after
each chapter.
The themes in
this book are
best absorbed
slowly and
thoughtfully.

T h e  M i r a c u l o u s
Journey  Of  Edward
T u l a n e  L e x i l e
provides  a  helpful
benchmark,  but  it  is
on ly  one  too l  i n  a
l a rge r  too l k i t  f o r
matching readers with
books. Always consider
the  child's  emotional
maturity  and  interest
level  in  addition  to
their  reading  ability.

Conclusio
n
The Miraculous Journey
of Edward Tulane  is  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
children's  literature
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tha t  cont inues  to
captivate readers  with
its timeless themes of
l o v e ,  l o s s ,  a n d
transformation.  The
Miraculous  Journey
Of  Edward  Tulane
Lexile  measure  of
700L  places  it  in  an
ideal reading range for
upper  e lementary
students,  offering
enough  challenge  to
foster  growth  while
m a i n t a i n i n g
access ib i l i t y  and
emotional  resonance.

W h e t h e r  u s e d  i n
c lassrooms,  book
clubs, or family reading
t i m e ,  t h i s  n o v e l
p r o v i d e s  a  r i c h ,
rewarding  experience
that stays with readers
long after they turn the
final  page.  By
understanding  the
Lexile measure and its
implications,  parents
and  educators  can
better  support  young
readers  on  their  own
miraculous  journeys
through  literature.


