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HOW FAR IS
SYDNEY FROM
MELBOURNE: A
COMPLETE TRAVEL
GUIDE TO
AUSTRALIA'S TWO
ICONIC CITIES

Sydney and Melbourne
are  without  question
two of Australia's most
dynamic and culturally
rich cities. For anyone
planning  a  trip  down
under,  a  visit  to  both
destinations  is  often
high  on  the  itinerary.
B u t  a  c o m m o n
question that arises is:
how  far  is  Sydney

from  Melbourne?
Understanding  the
d i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e
v a r i o u s  w a y s  t o
traverse it  is essential
for planning your travel
efficiently.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  t o u r i s t
looking  to  experience
t h e  b e s t  o f  b o t h
worlds,  a  business
traveler,  or  someone
considering  relocation,
knowing  the  logistics
between  these  two
urban  giants  will  help
you  make  informed
decisions.
The  distance  between
Sydney and Melbourne
is  more  than  just  a
number  on  a  map;  it
represents  a  journey
t h r o u g h  d i v e r s e
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l andscapes ,  f rom
coastal  highways  to
rugged mountains and
sprawling  farmland.
The answer to how far
i s  S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne  depends
entirely on your mode
of  transport  and  the
specific  route  you
c h o o s e .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we  wil l  break  down
everything you need to
know  about  traveling
between  these  two
Australian  capitals,
covering  distances,
travel times, costs, and
the unique experiences
each  travel  option
offers.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STRAIGHT-
LINE DISTANCE
VERSUS ACTUAL
TRAVEL DISTANCE

When  people  first  ask
how  far  is  Sydney
from  Melbourne ,
they  often  expect  a

simple,  single  answer.
However,  the  truth  is
n u a n c e d .  T h e
geographical,  or  "as
the  crow  flies,"
distance  between  the
S y d n e y  c e n t r a l
business  district  and
the  Melbourne  central
business  district  is
approximately  713
kilometers,  or  roughly
4 4 3  m i l e s .  T h i s
s t r a i g h t - l i n e
measurement  gives
y o u  a  b a s i c
understanding  of  the
proximity  of  the  two
cities,  but  it  is  rarely
the  distance  you  will
actually travel.
The  ac tua l  t rave l
d is tance  can  vary
significantly  based  on
the route you take. The
most  commonly  used
dr iv ing  route,  the
H u m e  H i g h w a y ,
extends the journey to
a b o u t  8 7 0  t o  8 8 0
kilometers,  or  540  to
550  mi les .  Th is  i s
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because road networks
must  navigate  around
t e r r a i n ,  n a t u r a l
r e s e r v e s ,  a n d
popu la ted  a reas .
Understanding  this
distinction  is  crucial
because  when  you
search for how far is
S y d n e y  f r o m
M e l b o u r n e ,  t h e
driving  distance  will
a lmos t  a lways  be
greater than the direct
a i r  d i s t a n c e .  F o r
p r a c t i c a l  t r a v e l
planning,  the  road
distance  is  the  figure
you will need to rely on
for  driving,  while  the
direct distance is more
relevant for flights.

BY AIR: THE
FASTEST WAY
BETWEEN SYDNEY
AND MELBOURNE

For the vast majority of
travelers,  flying  is  the
preferred  method  of
travel  between  these
two  cities.  The  flight

path closely follows the
direct  geographical
distance,  meaning the
answer to how far is
S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne  by  air  is
roughly  707  to  713
kilometers.  A  typical
commercial flight takes
from  1  hour  and  25
minutes to 1 hour and
40  minutes  of  actual
air time. However, you
must  remember  to
factor  in  check- in
t i m e s ,  s e c u r i t y
screening,  boarding,
and  potential  delays.
When  you  consider
total  door-to-door
travel  time,  including
transit  to  and  from
airports, a flight usually
takes between 3 to  4
hours.

Major
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Airlines
and Flight
Frequenc

y
T h e  S y d n e y  t o
Melbourne route is one
of  the  busiest  airline
corridors in the world.
Q a n t a s ,  V i r g i n
Australia, and Jetstar
opera te  f requent
flights between Sydney
A i r p o r t  a n d
M e l b o u r n e ' s
Tullamarine  Airport.
Budget  carrier  Rex
also  offers  flights.
Flights depart as early
as 6 AM and run until
late  evening,  with
departures often every
1 5  t o  3 0  m i n u t e s
during peak times. This
frequency makes flying
the  most  flexible
o p t i o n  f o r  t h o s e

wondering how far is
S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne in terms of
time.

Airport
Choices
and
Travel
Time
B o t h  c i t i e s  h a v e
mult ip le  a i rports .
Sydney  i s  se rved
primarily by Kingsford
Smith  Airport,  while
M e l b o u r n e  h a s
Tullamarine  Airport
a s  i t s  m a i n
internat iona l  and
d o m e s t i c  h u b .
However,  Melbourne
a l s o  h a s  A v a l o n
Airport, located closer
to  Geelong,  which  is
used  pr imar i ly  by
Jetstar.  Traveling  to
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and  from  Avalon  can
add  significant  time  to
your  journey,  so  be
sure  to  check  your
arrival  airport.  When
calculating how long it
takes,  you  cannot
simply  measure  how
far  is  Sydney  from
Melbourne by air; you
must  also  consider
ground  transportation
at  both  ends.

Pros of flying:
Speed,
frequency,
comfort.
Cons of flying:
Airport security,
baggage
restrictions,
environmental
impact, and
potential delays.
Best for:
Business
travelers, tourists
with limited time,
and those
prioritizing
speed.

BY ROAD: THE
CLASSIC SYDNEY
TO MELBOURNE
DRIVE

D r i v i n g  b e t w e e n
Sydney and Melbourne
is a rite of passage for
many  Australians  and
a d v e n t u r o u s
international  visitors.
The most direct answer
to how far is Sydney
from  Melbourne  by
road  is  approximately
878 kilometers via the
H u m e  H i g h w a y
(M31 ) .  Th i s  we l l -
m a i n t a i n e d  d u a l
carriageway  connects
the two cities through
a series of  towns and
rura l  landscapes.
Without traffic and with
minimal  stops,  the
drive can be completed
in roughly 8 to 9 hours.
However,  most drivers
prefer  to  break  the
journey into two days,
making  it  a  pleasant
road trip rather than a
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grueling  endurance
test.

The
Hume
Highway
Route
The Hume Highway is
the most efficient route
for  those  asking  how
far  is  Sydney  from
M e l b o u r n e  a n d
wanting  the  fastest
dr iv ing  t ime .  The
h i g h w a y  p a s s e s
through  the  Southern
Highlands,  the  city  of
Goulburn,  the  Yass
Valley, and the border
c i t y  o f  A l b u r y -
W o d o n g a .  A f t e r
Albury,  the  highway
continues  through
Wangaratta,  Euroa,
and  Seymour  before
d e s c e n d i n g  i n t o
Melbourne's  northern

suburbs.  The  entire
r o u t e  i s  w e l l -
signposted, with ample
service  stations,  rest
areas,  and  fast-food
outlets.

Sydney to1.
Goulburn:
Approximately
195 kilometers,
about 2 hours.
Goulburn to2.
Albury-
Wodonga:
Around 280
kilometers,
roughly 3 hours.
Albury-3.
Wodonga to
Melbourne:
Approximately
320 kilometers,
about 3.5 hours.

The
Coastal
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Route
(Princes

Highway)
If you have more time
a n d  a  s e n s e  o f
adventure,  you  might
choose  the  scenic
coastal  route  via  the
Princes  Highway
(A1).  While  this  route
significantly  increases
t h e  d i s t a n c e ,
answering how far is
S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne  along  the
coast at roughly 1,040
kilometers,  it  offers
spectacular  ocean
views,  national  parks,
and  charming  seaside
towns. This drive takes
at least 12 to 14 hours
of  pure  driving  time,
but  most  travelers
stretch it over three to
four days. The coastal
r o u t e  t a k e s  y o u
through  Wollongong,

Nowra,  Batemans
Bay,  Eden,  and  then
into  Victoria  through
Lakes  Entrance  and
Sale.

Pros of driving:
Flexibility, scenic
beauty, ability to
explore regional
towns, cost-
effective for
groups.
Cons of
driving: Time-
consuming,
driver fatigue,
vehicle costs.
Best for: Road
trip enthusiasts,
families, and
travelers who
enjoy the journey
as much as the
destination.

BY TRAIN: A
RELAXED
ALTERNATIVE

For  those  who  prefer
not  to  fly  or  drive,  the
train  is  a  comfortable



8

8 How Far Is Sydney From
Melbourne

2023-05-04

and  scenic  option.
When considering how
far  is  Sydney  from
Melbourne by rail, the
d i s t a n c e  i s
approximately  960
kilometers.  The  train
route actually follows a
slightly  longer  path
than  the  highway,
winding  through  the
Southern  Highlands
and  the  Murray  River
region.  The  service,
operated  by  NSW
TrainLink,  is  called
the  Melbourne  XPT.
The  journey  takes
around 11 to 12 hours,
making  it  a  full-day
affair.

Train
Travel
Experienc

e
The train departs from
Sydney  Cent ra l
Station and arrives at
Southern  Cross
Station  in  Melbourne.
The  carr iages  are
comfortable,  with
dining  facilities  and
panoramic  windows
t h a t  a l l o w  y o u  t o
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
changing  landscape.
T h e  t r a i n  m a k e s
several stops, including
a t  M i t t a g o n g ,
Goulburn ,  Yass ,
Albury, and Seymour.
Whi le  i t  i s  not  the
fastest  way  to  travel,
the train eliminates the
stress  of  driving  and
the hassle  of  airports.
It is an excellent choice
for those who want to
work,  read,  or  simply
relax  while  covering
the  distance  between
Sydney and Melbourne.
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Comparin
g Cost
and
Comfort
Train tickets can range
from AUD $80 to $120
for  a  standard  seat,
with  sleeper  cabins
available for overnight
travel at higher prices.
Compared to flying, the
train  is  generally  less
expensive  and  offers
m o r e  l e g r o o m .
Compared to driving, it
saves  you  from  fuel
c o s t s  a n d  d r i v e r
fatigue.  So,  while  the
answer to how far is
S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne by train is
about  960  kilometers,
the experience is often
more about the journey
itself.

Pros of train:

Relaxing,
spacious, no
traffic, scenic.
Cons of train:
Longer journey
time, less
frequent
departures,
potential delays.
Best for: Solo
travelers, those
with mobility
concerns, and
eco-conscious
travelers.

BY BUS: THE
BUDGET OPTION

If you are traveling on
a  tight  budget,  long-
distance  buses  offer
the  most  economical
method of covering the
distance.  When  you
a s k  h o w  f a r  i s
S y d n e y  f r o m
Melbourne  by  bus,
t h e  d i s t a n c e  i s
essentially the same as
the driving distance on
the  Hume  Highway,
around 878 kilometers.
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Bus  companies  like
Greyhound Australia
and  Firefly  Express
operate  multiple  daily
services.  The  journey
takes approximately 10
to 12 hours, depending
o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
stops.

What to
Expect on
the Bus
Modern  long-distance
buses  are  equipped
with  reclining  seats,
onboard restrooms, air
condi t ion ing,  and
somet imes  Wi -F i .
Buses make rest stops
every  two  to  three
h o u r s ,  a l l o w i n g
passengers  to  stretch
their legs and purchase
food.  Whi le  not  as
comfortable as a train
or a car, the bus is a
reliable  and  affordable

choice. The cost can be
as low as AUD $50 to
$80 one way, making it
a  popular  option  for
s t u d e n t s  a n d
backpackers.

Pros of bus:
Very affordable,
no driving,
frequent
departures.
Cons of bus:
Long journey,
less legroom,
limited flexibility.
Best for: Budget
travelers, solo
adventurers, and
students.

KEY FACTORS
THAT AFFECT
TRAVEL TIME
BETWEEN SYDNEY
AND MELBOURNE

Understanding  how
far  is  Sydney  from
Melbourne in terms of
time  requires  looking
b e y o n d  s i m p l e
d i s t a n c e
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m e a s u r e m e n t s .
Several  variables  can
significantly  impact
your total  travel  time,
regardless  of  your
c h o s e n  m o d e  o f
transport.

Traffic
and
Congestio
n
B o t h  S y d n e y  a n d
M e l b o u r n e  h a v e
notorious  peak-hour
traffic.  If  you  are
driving, leaving Sydney
between  7  AM  and  9
AM  or  between  4  PM
and 6 PM can add 30
minutes to an hour to
your  journey  just  to
exit the city. Similarly,
entering  Melbourne
during peak hours can
be  frustrating.  For
flights,  traffic  to  the

a i rpor t  i s  a  ma jor
factor. The M5 corridor
in  Sydney  and  the
Tullamarine Freeway in
M e l b o u r n e  a r e
particularly  congested
during  peak  periods.

Weather
Condition
s
Weather  can  affect  all
forms of travel. Heavy
rain,  fog,  or  bushfire
smoke  can  reduce
visibi l i ty  and  slow
traffic  on  the  Hume
Highway.  In  summer,
ext reme  heat  can
cause  road  surface
issues and increase the
r i s k  o f  v e h i c l e
breakdowns.  For  air
travel,  storms  can
cause  de lays  and
c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,
particularly  during  the
summer  thunderstorm
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season. When planning
your trip, always check
the  weather  forecast
for both cities and the
route between them.

Seasonal
Demand
Dur ing  Austra l ian
school holidays, public
holidays,  and  major

e v e n t s  l i k e  t h e
Australian  Open  in
Melbourne or the Vivid
Sydney festival, travel
demand surges. Flights
b e c o m e  m o r e
expensive and sell out
quickly.  Roads  are
busier,  and rest  stops
are crowded. If you are
flexible  with  your
dates, traveling during
off-peak


