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CLEARING SPACE
ON YOUR IPAD: A
GUIDE TO
DELETING PHOTOS

An  iPad  can  quickly
become  a  repository
f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f
memorable  snapshots,
sc reenshots ,  and
downloaded  images.
While it is wonderful to
h a v e  a  p o r t a b l e
g a l l e r y ,  t h e
accumulation of photos
can consume valuable
storage  space,  slow
d o w n  d e v i c e
performance,  and
make it  difficult  to  find

the  pictures  you  truly
care about. If you have
been  wondering  how
to  remove  photos
from  iPad  effectively,
you  are  not  a lone.
Many  users  find  the
process  less  intuitive
t h a n  e x p e c t e d ,
especially with features
like iCloud Photos and
the  Recently  Deleted
album  in  play.
This  guide  provides  a
clear,  step-by-step
w a l k t h r o u g h  f o r
deleting  photos  from
your  iPad,  covering
everything from simple
single-image  removals
to  bulk  deletions  and
permanent  erasures.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
cleaning  up  space

https://app.ardentx.com/
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b e f o r e  a  t r i p ,
organising your library,
or passing your iPad on
to someone else, these
methods will  help you
manage  your  photo
library with confidence.

UNDERSTANDING
HOW PHOTO
DELETION WORKS
ON IPAD

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
deleting, it is helpful to
understand a  few key
concepts.  Apple  has
designed  the  Photos
app with a safety net.
When  you  delete  a
photo,  i t  does  not
van i sh  ins tant ly .
Instead, it moves to an
album called Recently
Deleted.  This  feature
protects  you  f rom
accidentally  losing
prec ious  images .
Photos  remain  in  this
a lbum  for  30  days
b e f o r e  b e i n g
permanently  removed.
During  that  time,  you

can  recover  them  if
you change your mind.
Additionally,  if  you
have  iCloud  Photos
enabled,  any  deletion
you make on your iPad
will  also  be  applied
across  all  your  other
Apple devices linked to
the  same  Apple  ID.
This means deleting a
photo on your iPad will
remove  it  from  your
i Phone ,  Mac ,  and
iCloud.com  as  well.
Being  aware  of  this
syncing  behaviour  is
crucial  when  you  are
managing your library.

REMOVING A
SINGLE PHOTO
FROM THE IPAD

T h e  m o s t
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
method  is  deleting
individual  photos.  This
approach is ideal when
y o u  o n l y  n e e d  t o
remove  a  few images
t h a t  a r e  b l u r r y ,
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duplicate, or no longer
relevant.

Steps to
Delete
One
Photo

Open the Photos1.
app on your iPad.
Navigate to the2.
photo you wish
to delete. You
can find it in the
Library, in an
album, or within
a search result.
Tap the photo to3.
view it in full
screen.
In the top-right4.
corner of the
screen, look for
the trash bin
icon (a small bin
with a lid). Tap it.
A confirmation5.
menu will

appear. Tap
Delete Photo to
confirm your
action.

The  photo  wil l  now
disappear  from  your
main view and move to
the  Recently  Deleted
a l b u m .  I t  i s  s t i l l
recoverable  for  the
next  30  days.

DELETING
MULTIPLE PHOTOS
AT ONCE

If you need to clean up
a  large  number  o f
images,  deleting them
one  by  one  would  be
ted ious .  The  iPad
allows  you  to  select
and  delete  multiple
photos simultaneously,
saving  you  significant
time.

Bulk
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Deletion
Method

Open the Photos1.
app and go to
the Library tab
or a specific
album.
In the top-right2.
corner, tap the
Select button.
Your photos will3.
now display with
small selection
circles on each
thumbnail. Tap
the circles of all
the photos you
want to remove.
As you tap, a4.
checkmark will
appear on each
selected image.
A counter at the
top will show
how many you
have chosen.
Once you have5.
made your
selections, tap

the trash bin
icon located at
the bottom-right
corner of the
screen (or in the
top-right,
depending on
your iOS
version).
Confirm by6.
tapping Delete
X Photos (where
X is the number
of selected
images).

This  method  works
across  various  views,
including  Moments,
Days ,  and  custom
albums.  You  can  also
drag your finger or use
two  fingers  to  quickly
s e l e c t  a  r a n g e  o f
photos in a grid view.

EMPTYING THE
RECENTLY
DELETED ALBUM

Simply  de let ing  a
photo does not free up
s t o r a g e  s p a c e
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immediate ly .  The
image remains on your
device in the Recently
Deleted  folder.  To
permanently  remove
the photo and reclaim
the storage, you need
to  delete  it  from  this
album as well.

Permane
nt
Deletion
Steps

In the Photos1.
app, tap the
Albums tab
located at the
bottom of the
screen.
Scroll down until2.
you see the
Utilities section.
Tap on Recently
Deleted.
You will see all3.
photos and

videos that have
been deleted in
the last 30 days.
Tap Select in the
top-right corner.
Choose the items4.
you want to
erase
permanently, or
tap Delete All to
clear the entire
album.
Tap Delete X5.
Photos or
Delete All to
confirm. The
photos are now
gone for good.

Remember  that  once
you  pe rmanen t l y
delete  photos  from
Recently Deleted, they
cannot  be  recovered.
E n s u r e  y o u  h a v e
backed up any images
you may want to keep.

USING ICLOUD TO
MANAGE AND
REMOVE PHOTOS

I f  y o u  u s e  i C l o u d
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Photos,  your  entire
library is synced across
dev ices .  Th is  can
simplify  deletion  but
also  requires  caution.
Deleting  a  photo  on
your iPad will delete it
from all  your  devices.
However,  iCloud  also
offers  useful  tools  for
managing  storage.

Delete
Photos
from
iCloud via
iPad
The  process  is  the
same as deleting from
the Photos app locally.
Because  iCloud  syncs
automatically,  any
deletion  you  perform
on  your  iPad  will  be
mirrored in iCloud. This
is  a  powerful  way  to

clean  up  your  entire
library  from  a  single
device.

Optimise
iPad
Storage
Instead  of  deleting
photos, you can choose
to  Optimise  iPad
Storage.  This  option
replaces  full-resolution
photos  on  your  iPad
with  smaller,  device-
sized  versions  while
keeping the full-quality
originals in iCloud. This
can  free  up  significant
s p a c e  w i t h o u t
permanently  removing
any images.

Go to Settings1.
on your iPad.
Tap your name2.
at the top, then
tap iCloud.
Tap Photos.3.
Select Optimise4.
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iPad Storage.

This  setting is  ideal  if
you  want  access  to
your entire library but
d o  n o t  n e e d  f u l l -
resolution  files  taking
u p  s p a c e  o n  y o u r
device.

USING THIRD-
PARTY APPS FOR
ADVANCED PHOTO
MANAGEMENT

Whi le  the  bu i l t - in
Photos app is sufficient
for  basic  deletion,
third-party  apps  can
offer  more  advanced
features  for  managing
large  libraries.  Apps
like  Gemini  Photos,
Slidebox, and Google
Photos  provide  tools
for  finding  duplicates,
identifying  blurry  or
similar  images,  and
batch  deleting  with
swipes.

Benefits
of Third-
Party
Tools

Duplicate
detection:
Automatically
find and remove
identical or near-
identical images.
Smart
cleaning:
Identify
screenshots,
blurry photos,
and other low-
quality images.
Faster
workflows:
Swipe gestures
and bulk actions
can speed up the
deletion process.

When using third-party
apps,  always  review
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p e r m i s s i o n s  a n d
ensure  the  app  i s
trustworthy  before
granting access to your
photo  library.  Many
apps offer a trial period
so  you  can  test  their
features.

DELETING PHOTOS
FROM THE FILES
APP

Not all images on your
iPad are stored in the
Photos app. Some may
be  saved  within  the
F i l e s  a p p ,  o f t e n
down loaded  f rom
w e b s i t e s ,  e m a i l
attachments,  or  other
sources. These images
are  not  managed  by
the  Photos  app  and
require  a  different
removal  method.

Steps for

Files App
Open the Files1.
app on your iPad.
Navigate to the2.
folder containing
the image you
want to delete
(e.g., Downloads,
iCloud Drive, or
On My iPad).
Tap Select in the3.
top-right corner,
then tap the
images you wish
to remove.
Tap the trash4.
bin icon at the
bottom of the
screen.
The file will move5.
to the Recently
Deleted folder
within the Files
app. To
permanently
delete it, go to
Browse >
Recently
Deleted and
clear the items.
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T h i s  m e t h o d  i s
essential  for  removing
images  that  do  not
appear  in  your  main
photo library.

USING A MAC OR
PC TO DELETE
IPAD PHOTOS

If  you  prefer  working
on a larger screen, you
can  also  manage  and
delete  photos  from
your  i Pad  us ing  a
computer. This can be
especially useful when
dealing  with  a  large
number of images.

On a Mac
with
Photos
App

Connect your1.
iPad to your Mac
using a USB

cable.
Open the Photos2.
app on your Mac.
Your iPad will3.
appear in the
sidebar under
Devices. Select
it.
Choose the4.
photos you want
to delete and
press the Delete
key, or right-
click and select
Delete X
Photos.
Sync or5.
disconnect your
iPad to finalise
the changes.

On a
Windows
PC

Connect your1.
iPad to your PC
and trust the
device if
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prompted.
Open File2.
Explorer and
locate your iPad
under This PC or
Devices and
drives.
Navigate to3.
Internal
Storage > DCIM
folder. You will
see subfolders
containing your
photos.
Select the4.
images you want
to delete and
press the Delete
key.
Empty the5.
Recycle Bin on
your PC to
permanently
remove them.

T h i s  m e t h o d
gives  you  direct
file-level  access,
but  be  careful
no t  to  de le te
system folders or
important files.

PREVENTING
ACCIDENTAL
DELETION

While  cleaning
up your library, it
i s  e a s y  t o
a c c i d e n t a l l y
d e l e t e  a n
important  photo.
Here  are  some
precautions  to
consider:

Back up
your
library:
Before
performing
a large
deletion,
back up
your iPad
to iCloud or
your
computer.
This gives
you a
safety net.
Use
Albums
for
selection:
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Create an
album of
photos you
are unsure
about
before
deleting.
Review
them later.
Check
Recently
Deleted
promptly:
If you
realise a
mistake,
you can
recover
photos
from
Recently
Deleted
within 30
days.
Disable
iCloud
Photos
temporari
ly: If you
want to
delete
photos on

your iPad
without
affecting
other
devices,
turn off
iCloud
Photos in
Settings >
[Your
Name] >
iCloud >
Photos.
Note that
this will
also
remove the
synced
photos
from your
iPad unless
you choose
to keep
them
locally.

COMMON
ISSUES AND
TROUBLESHO
OTING

Even  with  clear
steps, you might
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e n c o u n t e r
o c c a s i o n a l
hurdles  when
trying to remove
photos from your
iPad.  Here  are
some  common
problems  and
their solutions:

Delete
Button
is
Greyed
Out or
Missing
T h i s  u s u a l l y
happens  when
you  are  viewing
p h o t o s  i n  a
shared album or
a  synced  folder.
Y o u  c a n n o t
d e l e t e  o t h e r

people's  shared
p h o t o s .  T o
remove your own
photos,  ensure
you  are  viewing
your  personal
library or a local
album.

Photos
Reapp
ear
After
Deletio
n
If  you  delete  a
p h o t o  a n d  i t
comes back, it is
l i k e l y  d u e  t o
iCloud  syncing.
The  image  may
s t i l l  ex i s t  on
another  device
a n d  i s  b e i n g
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synced  back  to
your iPad. Check
the  Recen t l y
Deleted folder on
all  your  devices
and  ensure  you
are deleting from
t h e  m a s t e r
l ibrary.

Storag
e
Space
Not
Increas
ing
As  mentioned
earlier,  deleted
photos remain in
the  Recen t l y
Deleted folder for
30  days.  Unti l
you  empty  that
f o l d e r ,  t h e

storage space  is
not  reclaimed.
Also,  remember
that  other  data
like  caches  and
app  da ta  can
occupy  space.
Restarting  your
i P a d  a f t e r
deletion can help
r e f r e s h  t h e
storage readings.

CONCLUSION

Learning  how  to
remove  photos
from your iPad is
a straightforward
process once you
understand  the
u n d e r l y i n g
system. Whether
you are  deleting
single  images,
c l e a r i n g  o u t
entire  batches,
or  permanently
e ras ing  you r
Recently Deleted
album,  the  tools
are built  directly
into  the  Photos



14

14 How To Remove Photos From
Ipad

2025-03-20

a p p .  B y
leveraging  bulk
selection,  iCloud
sett ings,  and
t h i r d - p a r t y

utilities,  you can
maintain a clean
and  organised
photo library that
does


