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A NOSTALGIC JOURNEY INTO A
BELOVED EASTER CLASSIC

When the familiar strains of the Easter
season begin to fill the air, few animated
features capture the spirit of the holiday
qu i te  l i ke  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail  The Movie.  This  charming
film,  which  revisits  the  timeless
Rankin/Bass  television  special  from

1971, brings a fresh coat of digital paint
t o  a  s t o r y  t h a t  h a s  d e l i g h t e d
generations.  For  many,  the  mere
mention of the title conjures images of
brightly  colored  eggs,  a  mischievous
rabbit  named Peter,  and the villainous
Irontail .  But  what  is  it  about  this
particular  adaptation  that  continues  to
resonate with  audiences decades after
its  initial  release?  This  article  takes  a
deep dive into the world of Here Comes
Peter Cottontail The Movie, exploring
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its origins, its characters, its production,
and the enduring legacy that makes it a
staple of springtime family viewing.

THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY:
FROM TELEVISION SPECIAL TO
FEATURE FILM

To fully appreciate Here Comes Peter
Cottontail The Movie, it is essential to
understand its roots. The original stop-
motion  animagic  television  special,
s imply  t i t led  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail,  premiered on NBC in  1971.
Produced  by  the  legendary  team  of
Arthur Rankin Jr. and Jules Bass, it was a
showcase  of  their  signature  style:
painstakingly crafted puppets, whimsical
set  design,  and  memorable  musical
numbers. The special was based on the
1957  book  The  Easter  Bunny  That

Overslept by Priscilla and Otto Friedrich.
Fast  forward several  decades,  and the
decision  was  made  to  revive  this
cherished classic for a new generation.
Here  Comes  Peter  Cottontail  The
Movie was released in 2005, serving as
both a remake and an expansion of the
original story. Unlike the original, which
was  created  us ing  stop-mot ion
animation,  this  version  ut i l ized
computer-generated imagery (CGI). The
transition  was  a  significant  one,  moving
from the tactile, hand-crafted aesthetic
of  the  1970s  to  the  sleeker,  more  fluid
world  of  digital  animation.  This  move
was met with some mixed feelings from
purists,  but  the  goal  was  clear:  to
introduce  Peter  Cottontail  to  children
who had grown up in the age of Pixar
and DreamWorks.
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Plot Overview: A
Race Against
Time
The  central  narrative  of  Here Comes
Peter Cottontail  The Movie  remains
faithful to the original. The story revolves
around  Peter  Cottontail,  a  young  and
enthusiastic  rabbit  who  dreams  of
becoming  the  Chief  Easter  Bunny.
However,  his  path  is  blocked  by  the
scheming January Q. Irontail, a bitter and
envious  rabbit  who  was  once  passed
over for the title himself. Irontail devises
a  cunning  plan:  he  tricks  Peter  into
oversleeping on Easter morning, causing
Peter  to  miss  the  delivery  of  all  the

Easter eggs.
Devastated by his failure, Peter is given
a  second  chance  by  Colonel  Kitty
Carstairs, the head of the Easter Bunny
Council.  He is  allowed to use the "All-
Terrain,  All-Purpose  Egg-Delivery
Wagon" to distribute the eggs to children
across the world. The catch? He must do
it  before the stroke of  midnight,  when
the Easter Bunny's authority expires for
the year. What follows is a frantic, globe-
trotting  adventure  that  sees  Peter
visiting  various  lands,  meeting  colorful
characters,  and  learning  valuable
lessons  abou t  respons ib i l i t y ,
perseverance, and the true meaning of
Easter.  The  movie  expands  on  the
original  special  by  adding  more
locations, additional songs, and deeper
character  backstories,  making  Here
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Comes Peter Cottontail The Movie a
more  comprehens i ve  v i ew ing
experience.

CHARACTERS THAT BRING THE
MAGIC TO LIFE

Peter Cottontail:
The Hopeful Hero
At  the  heart  of  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail The Movie is Peter himself,
a character instantly recognizable by his
signature blue vest and warm, earnest
personality. Peter is the embodiment of
youthful  optimism. He is  not  the most
polished or  skilled rabbit  in  the world,
but  what  he  lacks  in  experience,  he
makes up for in heart. His journey is one

of self-discovery. He learns that being a
good  Easter  Bunny  is  not  just  about
efficiency  and  speed,  but  about  the  joy
and love that come with the giving of
gifts.  The  voice  work  brings  a  lively
energy to Peter, ensuring that audiences
root for him from his first misstep to his
final triumph.

January Q.
Irontail: The
Relatable Villain
Every  great  hero  needs  a  great
adversary,  and in Here Comes Peter
Cottontail The Movie, that role is filled
by  the  brilliantly  devised  January  Q.
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Irontail.  Voiced  with  a  perfect  mix  of
malice  and  theatricality,  Irontail  is  a
complex antagonist. He is not evil for the
sake  of  being  evil;  he  is  driven  by  a
deep-seated wound of rejection. Having
been denied  the  role  of  Easter  Bunny
years  ago,  he  spends  his  life  plotting
revenge against a system that he feels
wronged him. His mechanical tail (which
gives  him  his  name)  and  his  gothic,
gloomy lair  stand  in  stark  contrast  to
Peter's  sunny,  hopeful  world.  This
dichotomy  makes  the  conflict  between
them  compelling.  Irontail's  schemes,
whi le  nefar ious,  are  c lever  and
calculated,  making  him  a  formidable
obstacle for our hero.

Supporting Cast:
The Friends and
Foes
The  world  of  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail The Movie is populated by a
rich  supporting  cast.  There  is  Momma
Robin, a no-nonsense bird who serves as
a moral compass and a source of tough
love for  Peter.  The kids  will  enjoy the
antics of the playful duck brothers, Sly
and  Shlem,  who  provide  comic  relief.
Perhaps the most charming addition is
the character of Annie, a young girl who
becomes  Peter's  friend  and  ally.  Her
presence  helps  ground  the  story  in  a
sense of real-world wonder and provides
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a human connection  to  the  fantastical
elements of the plot. Each character, no
matter how small, adds a layer of depth
to the narrative,  making Here Comes
Peter  Cottontail  The  Movie  a  rich
tapestry of personalities.

MUSICAL MAGIC: THE
SOUNDTRACK OF THE SEASON

One cannot discuss Here Comes Peter
Cottontai l  The  Movie  wi thout
acknowledging  its  music.  The  original
1971  special  featured  songs  that
became classics in their own right, most
notably  the  title  track,  "Here  Comes
Peter Cottontail," which was performed
by the legendary Fred Astaire. The 2005
movie  retains  these  classic  melodies
while adding new songs to broaden the
musical landscape.

The music serves as a narrative driver.
Upbeat  numbers  accompany  Peter's
adventures,  whi le  s lower,  more
introspective songs allow for  character
development. The villainous Irontail gets
a  show-stopping  tune  that  allows  the
audience to understand his motivations,
even as they root against his plans. The
sound  design  is  crisp  and  engaging,
wrapping  the  viewer  in  the  auditory
warmth  of  the  Easter  season.  For
families  watching  Here Comes Peter
Cottontail  The  Movie,  these  songs
often become earworms that linger long
after  the  credits  roll,  reinforcing  the
film's  central  themes  of  hope,  renewal,
and  second  chances.

THEMATIC DEPTH: MORE THAN
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JUST EASTER EGGS

At  i ts  core,  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail The Movie is a story about
redemption  and  growth.  It  teaches
children that making mistakes is part of
life, but that what truly matters is how
one responds to those mistakes.  Peter
does not succeed because he is naturally
gifted; he succeeds because he refuses
to give up. He learns to ask for help, to
trust  his  friends,  and  to  believe  in
himself even when the odds are stacked
against him.
Furthermore,  the  movie  explores  the
concept of forgiveness. Irontail's villainy
stems from his  inability  to  forgive the
slight  he  suffered  years  ago.  Peter,  by
contrast, learns to forgive himself for his
failure. This nuanced look at emotional

intel l igence  is  rare  in  chi ldren's
entertainment  and gives  Here Comes
Peter Cottontail The Movie a layer of
sophistication  that  appeals  to  adult
viewers as well. The movie also touches
on  the  theme  of  community.  Peter's
quest  is  not  a  solo  endeavor;  it  is  a
collaborative  effort.  The  people  (and
animals)  he  meets  along  the  way  all
contribute to his success, underscoring
the value of teamwork and kindness.

VISUAL STYLE: THE CGI
TRANSITION

The decision to  produce Here Comes
Peter Cottontail The Movie in CGI was
a bold one. Stop-motion animation has a
unique,  tactile  quality  that  is  difficult  to
replicate with a computer. The original
Rankin/Bass specials have a charm that
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comes  from  the  visible  fingerprints  on
the puppets and the slight jerkiness of
the movement. The 2005 movie, on the
other  hand,  opts  for  smooth,  fluid
animation  and  brightly  lit,  colorful
environments.
While some fans of the original may find
the CGI less charming, it is undeniably
more  accessible  to  the  modern  child.
The  character  designs  are  streamlined
and  expressive.  The  backgrounds  are
lush  and  detailed,  from  the  candy-
colored landscapes of  Easter  Valley  to
the  dark,  jagged  terrain  of  Irontail's
hideout. The animators at Classic Media
and  Sony  Wonder  made  a  conscious
effort to retain the whimsical spirit of the
original while updating the visuals for a
21st-century  audience.  The  result  is  a
movie that feels both familiar and new, a

visual treat that stands on its own merits
while paying homage to its predecessor.

COMPARING THE CLASSIC TO THE
REMAKE

It  is  inevitable  that  any  discussion  of
Here  Comes  Peter  Cottontail  The
Movie  will  involve comparisons to  the
1971 original. Both have their strengths.
The original is a tighter,  more focused
story, clocking in at under an hour. It has
the raw, artistic integrity of handmade
animation. The 2005 version is a more
sprawling narrative, giving more screen
time to side characters and subplots. It
has a bigger budget, more songs, and a
longer runtime.
For  many  families,  the  ideal  way  to
experience this story is to watch both.
The  original  offers  a  nostalgic  trip  back
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to  a  simpler  era  of  animation,  while
Here  Comes  Peter  Cottontail  The
Movie provides a modern interpretation
that  keeps  the  story  alive  for  new
generations. Neither version invalidates
the  other;  instead,  they  complement
each other,  proving that  a  good story
can  be  told  in  multiple  ways  across
different  eras.  The  core  message  of  the
film—that  belief  in  yourself  and  the
kindness  of  others  can  overcome  any
obstacle—remains  powerfully  intact  in
both versions.

WHY THE MOVIE REMAINS A
HOLIDAY STAPLE

The Easter  holiday  does  not  have the
same glut of media as Christmas. There
are  countless  Christmas  specials  and
movies,  but the selection for  Easter  is

more limited. This scarcity makes Here
Comes Peter Cottontail The Movie all
the more valuable.  It  has become,  for
many, the definitive Easter film. It is the
movie that parents put on while dyeing
eggs,  the  film  that  grandparents  watch
with  their  grandchildren  on  Easter
Sunday.
The  universality  of  its  themes  also
contributes  to  its  staying  power.  The
idea of a race against time to deliver joy
is  compelling.  The  character  of  Peter
Cottontail  is  approachable and lovable.
The  movie  does  not  rely  on  a  specific
religious interpretation of Easter, making
it  accessible to a wide audience while
still  respecting  the  season's  spirit  of
rebirth  and  renewal.  It  is  a  safe,
wholesome piece of entertainment that
the entire family can enjoy together, free
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from  irony  or  cynicism.  In  a  media
landscape  that  i s  increas ing ly
fragmented  and  niche,  Here  Comes
Peter Cottontail The Movie serves as
a  unifying  cultural  touchstone  for
families  celebrating  the  spring  holiday.

WHERE TO WATCH AND HOW TO
ENJOY

For  those  looking  to  introduce  Here
Comes Peter Cottontail The Movie to
their  own  families,  the  film  is  widely
available.  It  can  be  found  on  various
streaming  platforms  during  the  Easter
season, and it is also available on DVD
and digital download. To fully enjoy the
experience, consider making it part of a
family  tradition.  Pop  some  popcorn,
prepare  some  jelly  beans,  and  gather
around the television.

Before watching, you might ask children
what they think makes a good leader or
what they would do if they made a big
mistake. After the movie, discuss Peter's
journey.  What  did  he  learn?  Why  did
Irontai l  want  to  stop  him?  These
conversations  extend the  value  of  the
film beyond mere entertainment, turning
it into a tool for teaching empathy and
resilience. The movie also pairs well with
arts and crafts activities; kids can draw
their  own  Easter  eggs  or  create  their
own stories about what they would do if
they were the Easter Bunny for a day.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS TALE
OF HOPE AND HARES

In  the  end,  Here  Comes  Peter
Cottontail The Movie is more than just
a piece of children's entertainment. It is
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a cultural artifact that connects the past to the present. It


