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INTRODUCTION TO
THE UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN LSA
COURSE GUIDE

E v e r y  s e m e s t e r ,
thousands  of  students
at  the  University  of
Mich igan  face  the
same pivotal question:
which courses should I
t a k e  t o  b u i l d  a
m e a n i n g f u l ,
challenging,  and  well-
rounded  academic
e x p e r i e n c e ?  T h e
answer  often  begins
with one indispensable

r e s o u r c e :  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide.  This  powerful
online  platform serves
as the central hub for
course  d iscovery,
academic  planning,
a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n
preparation  within  the
College  of  Literature,
Science,  and  the  Arts
(LSA). Far more than a
simple  l ist  of  class
titles  and  times,  the
LSA Course Guide is a
dynamic tool designed
t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s
exp lore  sub jects ,
understand  degree
requirements, evaluate
instructors, and build a
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schedule  that  aligns
with  both  intellectual
passions  and  practical
goals.
Whether  you  are  a
first-year  student
navigating  your  first
schedule,  a  senior
planning  your  final
semester,  or  a faculty
member  seeking  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
curriculum  landscape,
the  University  Of
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  offers  a  wealth
of  information.  In  this
article, we will explore
the core features of the
guide,  discuss  how to
use  it  effectively  for
academic  planning,
examine  its  role  in
supporting  informed
decision-making,  and
share  strategies  for
getting the most out of
this essential resource.
By  the  end,  you  will
h a v e  a  t h o r o u g h
understanding  of  how
the LSA Course Guide

can transform the way
you  approach  course
selection.

WHAT IS THE
UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN LSA
COURSE GUIDE?

The  University  Of
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  is  the  official
online  catalog  and
scheduling tool for the
College  of  Literature,
Science,  and  the  Arts
at  the  University  of
Michigan. It provides a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
database of all courses
offered  by  LSA
departments,  along
w i t h  d e t a i l e d
information about each
class.  This  includes
course  descriptions,
prerequisites,  credit
hours,  meeting  times,
instructor  names,  and
enrollment  capacity.
P e r h a p s  m o s t
importantly,  the  guide
also  contains  student-
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generated  evaluations
and reviews of courses
a n d  p r o f e s s o r s ,
offering  real-world
insights  that  can  help
pee rs  make  more
informed  choices.
The  course  guide  is
u p d a t e d  e a c h
semester,  typically
several  weeks  before
registration  begins.
This allows students to
browse  upcoming
offerings,  plan  their
schedules, and prepare
f o r  a d v i s i n g
appointments. Unlike a
static PDF catalog, the
online course guide is
i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d
searchable,  allowing
users  to  filter  by
department,  subject
a r e a ,  g e n e r a l
education requirement,
class  size,  day  of  the
week, time of day, and
many  other  criteria.
This  flexibility  is  what
makes the University
Of  Michigan  Lsa

Course Guide  such a
valuable  asset  for
academic  planning.

A Tool for
Explorati
on and
Discovery
B e y o n d  i t s  b a s i c
f u n c t i o n  a s  a
scheduling  tool,  the
LSA Course Guide is an
engine  for  academic
discovery.  Students
c a n  b r o w s e
departments they have
never explored, search
for classes that satisfy
specific  requirements,
or simply scroll through
course  descriptions  to
spark  new  interests.
The guide also includes
information  about
cross-listed  courses,
honors  options,  and
experiential  learning
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opportunities  such  as
i n t e r n s h i p s ,
independent  study,
and  research  credit.
For students who want
t o  d e s i g n  a  t r u l y
p e r s o n a l i z e d
e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  is  the  starting
point for that journey.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE LSA COURSE
GUIDE

To use the University
Of  Michigan  Lsa
C o u r s e  G u i d e
effectively,  it  helps  to
understand  its  most
important  features.
Each of these elements
is designed to support
different aspects of the
c o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n
process.

Compreh
ensive
Course
Listings
At its core, the course
g u i d e  c o n t a i n s  a
complete  l isting  of
every  course  offered
by LSA departments in
a given semester. Each
listing  includes  the
course  number,  title,
credit  hours,  section
number, and a detailed
descr ipt ion.  Many
listings  also  include
links  to  departmental
webs i tes ,  sample
syllabi, and information
a b o u t  r e q u i r e d
textbooks or materials.
This  level  of  detail
al lows  students  to
thoroughly  research  a
c l a s s  b e f o r e
committing  to  it.
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Instructor
Informati
on and
Evaluatio
ns
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
popular features of the
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  is the inclusion
o f  i n s t r u c t o r
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
student  evaluations.
F o r  e a c h  c o u r s e ,
students  can see who
is  teaching  the  class,
read brief biographies,
and  access  historical
evaluation data. These
evaluations  typically
include  ratings  for
overall  course  quality,
i n s t r u c t o r
effectiveness,  and
w o r k l o a d  l e v e l .

Reading  peer  reviews
can  give  prospective
students  a  realistic
s e n s e  o f  w h a t  t o
expect ,  inc lud ing
teaching style, grading
practices, and the level
o f  e n g a g e m e n t
required.

General
Education
and
Distributi
on
Requirem
ents
L S A  h a s  a  s e t  o f
general  education
requirements  that  all
students  must  fulfill  to
g r a d u a t e .  T h e s e
include  areas  such  as
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natural  science,  social
science,  humanities,
quantitative reasoning,
race and ethnicity, and
w r i t i n g .  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  allows students
to  filter  courses  by
these  requirement
categories,  making  it
easy to identify classes
that  will  count  toward
their  degree.  This
feature  is  especially
helpful  for  students
who  want  to  ensure
t h e y  a r e  m a k i n g
progress  on  multiple
r e q u i r e m e n t s
simultaneously.

Advanced
Search
and Filter

Options
T h e  s e a r c h
functionality within the
LSA  Course  Guide  is
robust  and  flexible.
Users  can  search  by
keyword,  department,
c o u r s e  n u m b e r ,
instructor  name,  or
requirement  type.
Advanced  filters  allow
narrowing  results  by
day of the week, time
of  day,  credit  hours,
class  size,  and  even
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f
instruction. This makes
it  possible  to  find  a
course  that  fits  both
academic  needs  and
scheduling  constraints.

Waitlist
and
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Capacity
Informati

on
For  popular  courses,
enrollment  capacity  is
a critical consideration.
The  course  gu ide
displays  real-t ime
enrollment  numbers
and waitlist availability.
This  helps  students
plan  for  competition
and  make  backup
choices. Understanding
capacity  trends  can
also  inform  strategic
registration timing and
alternative selections.

HOW TO NAVIGATE
THE LSA COURSE
GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

N o w  t h a t  y o u
understand  the  key
features, let us discuss
how  to  navigate  the

U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  in  a  structured
and  efficient  manner.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  user  or  a
first-time  visitor,  these
strategies will help you
make the most of your
time.

Start with
Your
Degree
Requirem
ents
Be fo re  you  beg in
browsing courses, take
a  moment  to  review
y o u r  d e g r e e
requirements.  This
i n c l u d e s  m a j o r
requirements,  minor
requirements,  and
general  education
distribution  areas.



8

8 University Of Michigan Lsa Course
Guide

2026-04-14

Knowing  what  you
need is the foundation
of  effective  course
p l a n n i n g .  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  can  then  be
used  to  search  for
courses  that  fulfill
those  specific  needs.
Many  students  find  it
helpful  to  create  a
c h e c k l i s t  o r  a
spreadsheet  to  track
which  requirements
are  already  satisfied
and  which  remain
open.

Use
Filters
Strategic
ally
The  filtering  options  in
the  course  guide  are
powerful, but they can
also be overwhelming.

S t a r t  w i t h  b r o a d
filters—such  as
d e p a r t m e n t  o r
requirement  area—to
see a manageable set
o f  op t i ons .  Then ,
g r a d u a l l y  a p p l y
additional  filters  to
narrow  the  list.  For
example,  you  might
start  by  se lect ing
"Department:  History"
and  "Requirement:
Humanities," then filter
further  by  day  and
time.  This  stepwise
approach prevents you
from  missing  valuable
courses that might not
a p p e a r  i n  a  v e r y
narrow  search.

Read
Course
Descripti
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Carefully
Course descriptions are
more than summaries;
they  often  contain
important  clues  about
the content, approach,
and expectations  of  a
class. Pay attention to
p h r a s e s  s u c h  a s
" r e c o m m e n d e d
prerequisite,"  "writing
intensive,"  "fieldwork
c o m p o n e n t , "  o r
"graduate  student
enrollment  permitted."
These  deta i l s  can
affect  whether  a
course  is  suitable  for
your  current  level  of
s t u d y  a n d  y o u r
s c h e d u l e .  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide also sometimes
i n c l u d e s  l i n k s  t o
sample  syllabi,  which
are  invaluable  for
understanding  the

r e a d i n g  l o a d ,
ass ignments ,  and
grading  structure.

Read
Instructor
Evaluatio
ns
Thoughtf
ully
Student  evaluations
can  be  very  helpful,
but  it  is  important  to
read  them  critically.
Look for patterns in the
feedback  rather  than
f o c u s i n g  o n  o n e
e x t r e m e  r e v i e w .
Consider what matters
most  to  you:  do  you
prefer  lectures  or
d i s c u s s i o n - b a s e d
classes? Do you value
a p p r o a c h a b l e
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instructors  or  rigorous
g r a d i n g ?  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  evaluations
p r o v i d e  b o t h
quantitative  ratings
and written comments,
giving you a balanced
p e r s p e c t i v e .
Remember  that  every
student  has  different
preferences,  so  use
evaluations  as  one
data  po int  among
many.

THE ROLE OF THE
LSA COURSE
GUIDE IN
ACADEMIC
PLANNING

Course selection is not
just  about  filling  a
schedule;  it  is  about
designing  a  coherent
e d u c a t i o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  plays a central
role in this process by

p r o v i d i n g  t h e
information  needed  to
make  thought fu l ,
intentional  choices.
Here are several ways
to  incorporate  the
course guide into your
broader  academic
planning  strategy.

Building a
Balanced
Schedule
A  w e l l - b a l a n c e d
schedule  considers
a c a d e m i c  r i g o r ,
personal energy levels,
and  extracurricular
commitments. Use the
course guide to assess
workload  by  reading
desc r i p t i ons  and
evaluations.  Look  for
p a t t e r n s — s o m e
courses are known for
heavy  reading,  while
others  emphasize
projects or exams. Try
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t o  d i s t r i b u t e
demanding  classes
across  the  week  and
a v o i d  c l u s t e r i n g
multiple  high-workload
courses  on  the  same
day.  The  University
Of  Michigan  Lsa
Course  Guide  also
shows  meeting  times,
which helps you build a
schedule  that  leaves
room  for  studying,
work,  and  rest.

Exploring
Interdisci
plinary
Pathways
LSA is home to a vast
a r r a y  o f
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
p r o g r a m s ,  f r o m
neuroscience  to  Asian
s tud ies  t o  g l oba l
media.  The  course
guide makes it easy to

discover  courses  that
c ross  t rad i t i ona l
d e p a r t m e n t a l
boundaries.  Searching
b y  k e y w o r d s  o r
b r o w s i n g  c o u r s e
descriptions can reveal
u n e x p e c t e d
connections  between
fields.  Many  students
find  that  their  most
m e m o r a b l e  a n d
transformative  classes
a r e  t h o s e  t h e y
discovered by accident
while  browsing  the
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide.

Planning
for
Prerequisi
tes and
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Sequence
s
M a n y  m a j o r s  a n d
programs  requ i re
students to complete a
sequence of courses in
a particular order. The
course  guide  provides
clear information about
prerequis i tes  and
corequisites,  helping
you  p lan  mul t ip le
semesters in advance.
For example, if you are
considering a major in
Economics,  you  can
use the guide to map
out  the  sequence  of
i n t r o d u c t o r y ,
intermediate,  and
advanced courses. This
f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g
approach ensures that
you  stay  on  track  for
graduation  and  avoid
scheduling  conflicts
later.

SEARCH AND
FILTER
CAPABILITIES: A
CLOSER LOOK

The  search  and  filter
capabi l i t ies  of  the
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  are  among  its
m o s t  p o w e r f u l
f e a t u r e s .
Understanding  how  to
use  them  effectively
can  save  considerable
t i m e  a n d  r e d u c e
frustrat ion  during
registration.

Keyword
Search
The  keyword  search
allows  you  to  enter
t e r m s  s u c h  a s
" S h a k e s p e a r e , "
"c l imate  change,"
"machine learning,"  or
" L a t i n  A m e r i c a n
literature."  This  is
particularly  useful
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when  you  are  looking
for  a  specific  topic  or
theme  rather  than  a
specific  department.
The  search  scans
course  t i t l e s  and
descriptions,  returning
results that match your
query. The University
Of  Michigan  Lsa
Course  Guide  also
supports  Boo lean
operators,  so  you can
refine  your  search
further.

Departme
nt and
Subject
Filters
I f  you  know  which
department  you  are
interested in,  you can
s e l e c t  i t  f r o m  a
dropdown  menu.  This
is  the  most  common
way to begin a search.

Within  a  department,
you  can  also  filter  by
subject  area  i f  the
department  offers
multiple  tracks.  For
e x a m p l e ,  w i t h i n
English,  you  might
filter  by  "Creative
Writing"  or  "Literary
Studies."

Requirem
ent
Filters
The  requirement  filters
are especially valuable
for  students  who  are
focused  on  fulfilling
general  education  or
d i s t r i b u t i o n
requirements. You can
select  one  or  more
requirements,  and the
guide will  display only
courses  that  satisfy
those criteria. This is a
highly  efficient  way  to
identify  courses  that
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serve  double  or  triple
duty. For instance, you
might look for a natural
science  course  that
also  fulfills  the
quantitative  reasoning
requ i rement .  The
U n i v e r s i t y  O f
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide makes this kind
of  cross-referencing
straightforward.

Schedule
Filters
Schedule filters let  you
search  by  day  of  the
week,  start  time,  and
e n d  t i m e .  T h i s  i s
crucial  for  students
w h o  h a v e  w o r k ,
athlet ics,  or  other
commitments  that
r e s t r i c t  t h e i r
availability.  You  can
also  filter  by  class
duration,  which  helps
in planning consecutive
classes  and  avoiding
back-to-back  conflicts.

The  University  Of
Michigan Lsa Course
Guide  even  offers  a
visual  schedule  view
that  shows  how  your
se lec ted  courses
overlap.

THE LSA COURSE
GUIDE FOR
FACULTY AND
ADVISORS

While  the  University
Of  Michigan  Lsa
Course  Gu ide  i s
designed  primarily  for
students,  it  is  also an
important resource for
faculty  members  and
academic  advisors.
Instructors can use the
guide to see how their
courses  fit  into  the
broader  curriculum,
unde r s tand  wha t
prerequisites  students
are likely to have, and
review  evaluations  to
improve their teaching.
Advisors use the guide
to  help  students  plan
their  schedules,  verify
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r e q u i r e m e n t
fulfillment,  and explore
alternative  courses
when  first  choices  are
full.  The  collaborative
use of the University

Of  Michigan  Lsa
Course  Guide  by
students,  faculty,  and
advisors  creates  a
shared understanding


