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INTRODUCTION:
NAVIGATING THE
POTTERIES WITH A
STOKE ON TRENT
STREET MAP

Stoke-on-Trent,  the
historic  heart  of  the
B r i t i s h  c e r a m i c s
industry,  is  a  city  like
no  other .  Unl ike  a
tradit ional  s ingle-
centred  metropolis,  it
is  a  federation  of  six
distinct towns: Hanley,
Burslem,  Tunstal l ,
S t o k e - u p o n - T r e n t ,
Fenton,  and  Longton.
This  unique  structure,
often referred to as the

"Six  Towns,"  can  be
confusing  for  first-time
visitors and even some
locals. A reliable Stoke
on Trent Street Map
is  not  just  a  tool  for
finding  your  way  from
point A to point B; it is
a key to unlocking the
rich  tapestry  of  the
c i t y ’ s  i n d u s t r i a l
her i tage,  cul tura l
landmarks, and hidden
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
exploring  the  cobbled
l a n e s  o f  t h e  o l d
potbanks,  driving  to
t h e  W e d g w o o d
Museum, or navigating
t h e  c i t y  c e n t r e
shopping  districts,
understanding  the
layout of the streets is
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essential.  This  article
will guide you through
everything you need to
know about using and
interpreting  a  street
map of Stoke-on-Trent,
helping you make the
most  of  your  journey
through the Potteries.

THE URBAN
LAYOUT OF STOKE-
ON-TRENT

To  truly  appreciate  a
street map of Stoke-
on-Trent,  you  must
first  grasp  its
sprawling,  polycentric
nature.  The  city  was
formed in 1910 by the
amalgamation  of  the
six  towns,  but  each
r e t a i n e d  i t s  o w n
distinct  identity  and
high street. The map is
not  a  neat  grid  but  a
web of  interconnected
u r b a n  c e n t r e s
separated  by  green
spaces, canals, and the
remnants  of  old  coal
mines. The River Trent

meanders  through the
area,  and  the  Trent
and  Mersey  Canal,  a
vital  transport  artery
during  the  Industrial
Revolut ion,  cuts  a
serpentine path across
the entire region.

Key
Geograph
ical
Features
Modern  street  maps
h igh l ight  severa l
crucial  geographical
features  that  influence
travel .  The  A500 ,
known locally as the D
Road,  forms  a  major
no r th - sou th  dua l
ca r r iageway  tha t
connects  the  towns
and  l inks  to  the  M6
motorway.  The  A50
runs  east-west,  acting
as  a  bypass  for  the
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southern towns. Within
th is  f ramework ,  a
series  of  local  roads,
many  of  which  date
b a c k  c e n t u r i e s ,
connect  the  various
civic  centres.  A  good
Stoke on Trent map will
clearly  show  these
primary  routes  along
wi th  the  int r icate
network  of  residential
streets  that  define
each  town’s  character.

Canals: The
Trent & Mersey,
Caldon, and
Cauldon canals
are not just
historical
features; they
are navigable
waterways used
for leisure and,
increasingly, for
residential
development.
Walking and
cycling paths
often run
alongside them,
providing off-

road routes that
are shown on
detailed maps.
Green Spaces:
Park Hall, Hanley
Park, and Central
Forest Park are
significant green
lungs. A street
map will show
how these parks
break up the
urban fabric.
Railways:
Stoke-on-Trent
railway station is
located in Stoke
town, while
Longport and
Longton stations
serve other
areas. Maps
illustrate rail
corridors that
sometimes
create barriers
between
neighbourhoods.

KEY ARTERIES AND
ROADS ON THE
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MAP

When  you  first  look  at
a  Stoke  on  Trent
Street Map, your eyes
will  l ikely  go  to  the
bold  red  and  orange
lines  representing  the
p r i m a r y  r o u t e s .
Mastering these is the
secret  to  efficient
navigation.

The
A500:
The City’s
Spine
The  A500  is  arguably
the  most  important
road in the city. It runs
from  the  M6  junction
15 all the way through
Wolstanton,  Etruria,
and  pas t  t he  c i t y
centre (Hanley) before
heading south towards
the A53 and the south

of  the  city.  On  any
decent street map, this
road  is  depicted  as  a
thick, unbroken line. It
provides  rapid  access
to  most  o f  the  s ix
towns  via  a  series  of
r oundabou t s  and
junctions.  However,
heavy  traffic  around
Etruria and the Festival
Park  area is  common,
so a detailed map will
also  show  alternative
routes  through  the
neighbouring  streets.

The A50
and Local
Bypasses
Running  from  the  M6
at  junction  15  (often
confused with the A500
start), the A50 provides
a  direct  east-west
connection  through
Blythe  Bridge,  Meir,
and towards the A520
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to  Leek.  For  anyone
visiting  the  southern
Potteries  towns  like
Longton or Fenton, the
A50 is a vital corridor.
A  comprehens ive
street map of Stoke-
on-Trent will not only
show the A50 but also
its many slip roads and
the  local  distributor
roads that feed into the
industrial  estates  of
Uttoxeter Road (A522)
and  the  nearby  retail
parks.

Hanley (City
Centre): The
main shopping
and commercial
hub. The map
shows a one-way
system around
the bus station
and intu
Potteries
shopping centre.
John Street,
Stafford Street,
and Town Road
are key
pedestrian and

vehicular routes.
Stoke Town:
The civic and
university centre.
The map
highlights the
area around the
station, the
University of
Staffordshire
(Stoke campus),
and the historic
Stoke Minster.
The A52 (London
Road) connects
Stoke to Hanley.
Burslem: Known
as the "Mother
Town" of the
Potteries. The
map reveals a
more traditional,
older street
layout with
narrow lanes
around the town
hall and the
historic
Wedgwood
Institute.
Tunstall: The
northernmost
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town. The map
shows its
connection to the
A500 and the
M6, as well as
the distinctive
Market Cross and
surrounding
streets.
Fenton: A small
but historically
significant town.
The map often
shows Fenton as
a transition zone
between Stoke
and Longton,
with the main
road following
the A50 corridor.
Longton: The
southern
gateway to the
city. The street
map highlights
the area around
Longton
Exchange market
and the
renowned
Gladstone
Pottery Museum,

a World Heritage
site candidate.

USING A STREET
MAP TO DISCOVER
LOCAL
ATTRACTIONS

A  Stoke  on  Trent
Street  Map  is  more
than a navigation aid;
it  is  a  travel  guide in
paper  or  digital  form.
B y  l o c a t i n g  k e y
attractions,  you  can
plan  walking  tours  or
driving  routes  that
maximise  your  time.

Cultural
and
Heritage
Sites

The Potteries
Museum & Art
Gallery
(Hanley): Found
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on Bethesda
Street, this is a
landmark easily
identified on any
city centre map.
The map will
show nearby
parking lots and
bus stops.
Gladstone
Pottery
Museum
(Longton):
Located on
Uttoxeter Road,
a detailed street
map reveals the
surrounding
terrace houses
and the canal
basin that once
supplied the
kilns.
World of
Wedgwood
(Barlaston):
Slightly south of
the city, this
attraction is best
located using a
map that covers
the A34 and the

Barlaston village
roads.
The Dudson
Museum
(Hanley): A
smaller museum
tucked away on
Hope Street,
often missed
without a
dedicated street
map.

Parks and
Recreatio
n
F o r  w a l k e r s  a n d
cyclists,  a  map  that
i n c l u d e s  p u b l i c
footpaths  and  canal
towpaths is invaluable.
Central  Forest  Park  in
Hanley and Park Hall in
Weston  Coyney  are
clearly  defined  green
areas.  The  map  will
show  entrance  points,
p a r k i n g ,  a n d
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connect ing  paths.
Using  a  pr inted  or
digital  OS-style  map,
you  can  even  follow
the route between the
park  and  the  canal
without getting lost on
the  residential  cut-
throughs.

DIGITAL VS.
PRINTED STREET
MAPS

I n  t h e  a g e  o f
smartphones,  the
question arises: do you
still  need a traditional
S t o k e  o n  T r e n t
Street  Map?  The
answer is yes, and here
is why.

Advantag
es of
Digital

Maps
Digital  maps  (Google
Maps,  Apple  Maps,
Waze)  offer  real-time
traffic  updates,  turn-
by-turn directions, and
the ability to search for
specific  addresses  or
points of interest. They
a re  a l so  upda ted
frequently  to  reflect
n e w  h o u s i n g
developments  or  road
closures.  For  quick
navigation,  they  are
unbeatable.  However,
they can drain battery
l i f e  a n d  m a y  n o t
a l w a y s  s h o w  t h e
smallest  alleyways  or
footpaths  that  a  high-
quality printed map will
include.

Advantag
es of a
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Printed
Street

Map
Battery
Independence:
A paper Stoke on
Trent street map
never runs out of
power. It is
perfect for a day
of walking
through the
city’s parks or
exploring canal
paths where
signal may be
weak.
Contextual
Overview: A
printed map
gives you a
bird’s-eye view
of the entire city
layout. You can
quickly see how
the six towns
relate spatially,

something that is
harder to grasp
by zooming in
and out on a
screen.
Backup
Navigation: In
the event of a
phone failure, a
paper map is
your reliable
fallback. Many
experienced
travellers still
carry one for this
reason.
Detailed
Landmarks:
Local
cartography
often includes
details like public
toilets, tourist
information
centres, and
walking trail
markers that can
be difficult to
filter in a digital
app.

For  the  best  results,
consider using both: a
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digital app for real-time
driving  and  a  printed
Stoke  on  Trent  street
map for planning your
walking  explorations
and  as  a  backup.

HISTORICAL
EVOLUTION OF
THE STREET
NETWORK

Understanding  the
history  behind  the
streets can enrich your
use of the map. Stoke-
on-Trent  grew  rapidly
during  the  Industrial
Revolution,  initially
around the  rivers  and
canals.  The  earliest
roads  connected  the
potbanks to coal mines
and  transport  hubs.
Many of today’s streets
fol low  the  ancient
f o o t p a t h s  a n d
packhorse  routes.  For
instance, Etruria, once
the  s i t e  o f  J o s i ah
Wedgwood’s  factory,
was  de l i be ra te l y
planned  around  the

cana l  j unc t i on .  A
historical  street  map
overlay  would  show
h o w  t h e  a r e a  h a s
changed,  but  even  a
modern  map  reveals
the organic, unplanned
growth of villages that
later merged.
In  the  20th  century,
t h e  A 5 0 0  d u a l
c a r r i a g e w a y  c u t
through  the  industrial
landscape,  and  later
housing  estates  like
Blurton and Meir were
b u i l t  o n  f o r m e r
farmland.  The  street
map thus tells a story
of a city that grew out
of  necessity  rather
than  architectural
grand  p lans.  Look
closely  and  you  can
spot the layout of  old
r a i l w a y  s i d i n g s
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o
business parks, or the
curved lines of a canal
reflected in the parallel
roads.
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PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR USING YOUR
STOKE ON TRENT
STREET MAP

Identify the1.
Town First:
Since the city
has multiple
centres, always
note which town
you are aiming
for. A map key
will usually label
each district in a
different colour
or font size.
Learn the2.
Postcodes:
Stoke-on-Trent
postcodes (ST1
to ST6 roughly
correspond to
different towns).
ST1 is Stoke and
Hanley city
centre, ST2 is the
eastern part
(Bentilee, Birches
Head), ST3 is
Fenton and
Longton, ST4 is

Stoke town, ST5
is Newcastle-
under-Lyme
(neighbouring
town, often
included), ST6 is
Tunstall. Use this
to quickly narrow
your search on
the map.
Pay Attention3.
to
Roundabouts:
Stoke-on-Trent is
famous for its
many
roundabouts.
Some have
peculiar layouts
(e.g., the D Road
roundabouts with
multiple lanes). A
detailed map will
show the road
markings and
exit numbers,
which can help
you prepare in
advance.
Look for Canal4.
Crossings: If
you are walking,
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canals are
excellent linear
landmarks.
However, note
that canal
bridges can be
narrow or have
height
restrictions for
vehicles.
Check for One-5.
Way Streets:
Hanley has a
complex one-way
system around
the bus station

and main
shopping area. A
good street map
will clearly
indicate direction
arrows or use
shading to
denote one-way
roads.

CONCLUSION

A  Stoke  on  Trent
Street  Map  i s  far
more  than  a  simple
directional


