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REDISCOVERING A LOST CLASSIC:
THE ENDURING APPEAL OF ALL
MINE TO GIVE ON DVD

In an era of digital streaming and instant
content,  there is  something profoundly
satisfying about holding a physical piece
of cinematic history in your hands. For
collectors of classic cinema and lovers of
heartfelt  family drama, few discoveries
are as rewarding as stumbling upon a
forgotten gem from Hollywood’s golden
age. All Mine To Give Dvd represents
more than just a movie; it is a portal to a
bygone era of storytelling, a vessel for
American nostalgia, and a testament to
the resilience of the human spirit. This
1957 film, directed by Allen Reisner, has
quietly maintained a devoted following
over the decades, and its availability on
DVD ensures that new generations can
experience  its  powerful  narrative.
Whether you are a seasoned cinephile or
a  casual  viewer  looking  for  a  deeply
moving  story,  the  All  Mine  To  Give
Dvd is a treasure worth uncovering.

THE HEARTBREAKING YET
UPLIFTING STORY OF ALL MINE
TO GIVE

To understand the enduring value of the
All  Mine  To  Give  Dvd,  one  must  first
appreciate the narrative it  carries. The
film  is  set  in  the  rugged,  wintry
landscape  of  1850s  Wisconsin,  a  time
when survival depended on community,
family, and sheer grit. The story centers

on  the  Cameron  family,  headed  by
Robert  (Cameron  Mitchell)  and  Ellen
(Glynis Johns), a couple who have built a
life of  modest happiness with their  six
children. Their world is idyllic,  filled with
the warmth of familial love, but tragedy
str ikes  swift ly.  After  a  ser ies  of
devastating events, the children are left
orphaned  and  face  the  terrifying
prospect of being separated and sent to
different homes across the country.
The core of the film revolves around the
eldest child, Robbie (played by a young
Roger  Mobley),  who  makes  a  solemn
promise to his dying mother: "I'll  keep
them together, Mama. I promise." What
follows is a gripping, emotional journey
as  the  children  struggle  to  hide  their
orphaned  status  from  the  community,
fearing  that  any  intervention  will  tear
them apart. The drama unfolds against
the backdrop of the Christmas season,
giving  the  film  a  bittersweet,  holiday-
adjacent atmosphere. The All Mine To
Give Dvd captures this delicate balance
of  sorrow  and  hope  with  remarkable
clarity,  allowing  viewers  to  immerse
themselves in the raw emotions of the
characters. It is a story about the sacred
bond  of  family,  the  innocence  of
childhood,  and  the  extraordinary
strength  found  in  ordinary  people.

The True Story
That Inspired the
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Film
One of the most compelling reasons to
purchase the All Mine To Give Dvd is
that  the  story  is  not  entirely  fictional.
The screenplay, written by Dale Eunson
and Katherine Albert, was inspired by a
true incident. Eunson and Albert were a
husband-and-wife writing team, and the
story  was  based  on  an  event  Albert
recalled  from  her  own  childhood  in
Wisconsin.  While  the  specific  details
were dramatized for the screen, the core
premise—a group of orphaned children
hiding  their  parents'  death  to  stay
together—was  rooted  in  a  real-life
survival  story.
This authenticity lends the film a gravity
that  pure  fiction  often  lacks.  When  you
watch the All Mine To Give Dvd, you
are not just watching a scripted drama;
you are engaging with a cultural memory
of  frontier  life.  The  film  serves  as  a
historical  document,  illustrating  the
harsh  realities  of  the  19th  century,
where death was a frequent visitor and
children were often forced to grow up far
too quickly.  Knowing that real  children
faced such a dilemma adds a layer of
poignancy  to  every  scene.  This
connection to history is one of the key
selling  points  for  collectors  who  value
the  All  Mine  To  Give  Dvd  as  both
entertainment and historical artifact.

CAST AND PERFORMANCES: WHY
THE DVD VERSION MATTERS

The performances in All Mine To Give are
uniformly excellent, and the high-quality
transfer found on the All Mine To Give
Dvd  brings these performances to life.
Glynis  Johns,  best  known  to  modern
audiences  as  Mrs.  Banks  in  Mary
Poppins,  delivers  a  heart-wrenching

performance  as  Ellen  Cameron.  Her
portrayal  of  a  mother  facing  her  own
mortality  while  worrying  about  her
c h i l d r e n  i s  b o t h  n u a n c e d  a n d
devastating.  Cameron  Mitchell,  as  the
stoic  and  hardworking  father  Robert,
provides a solid counterbalance of quiet
strength and vulnerability.
However,  the  real  stars  of  the  film  are
the children. The young cast, including
Roger  Mobley,  Patty  Ann  Gerrity,  and
Richard  Collier,  deliver  performances
that  avoid  the  saccharine  pitfalls
common to child actors of the era. They
bring a raw, unpolished realism to their
roles. On a pristine All Mine To Give
Dvd, you can see the subtle expressions
of  fear  and  determination  on  their
faces—the  slight  tremble  of  a  lip,  the
furrow of a brow—details that are often
lost  on  grainy,  out-of-print  copies.  For
those who appreciate acting, the digital
clarity  of  the DVD format allows for  a
deeper appreciation of the cast’s craft.
The chemistry between the siblings feels
genuine, which is essential for a film that
relies  so  heavily  on  the  audience
believing  in  their  familial  bond.

AESTHETIC AND
CINEMATOGRAPHY: VISUALS
WORTH PRESERVING

Directed by  Allen  Reisner,  a  television
veteran  making  his  feature  film  debut,
All Mine To Give exhibits a visual style
that is both intimate and expansive. The
film  was  shot  in  widescreen
CinemaScope  and  in  DeLuxe  Color,  a
rarity for a family drama of its time. The
cinematography,  handled  by  Russell
Har lan  (who  later  shot  To  K i l l  a
Mockingbird),  uses  the  vast,  snowy
landscapes  of  Wisconsin  to  emphasize
the  isolation  and  vulnerability  of  the
children.
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When  you  purchase  an  All  Mine  To
Give  Dvd,  you  are  buying  a  visual
experience.  The  crisp  transfer  of  the
DVD highlights the contrast between the
sterile white of the snow and the warm,
golden  hues  of  the  family  home.  The
interiors, particularly the scenes around
the hearth, are bathed in a cozy, amber
light that stands in stark contrast to the
cold,  blue-tinted  exteriors.  This  visual
dichotomy  reinforces  the  film's  central
theme: the warmth of family against the
cold cruelty of fate. For collectors who
value  the  aesthetic  quality  of  classic
films,  the  All  Mine  To  Give  Dvd  is  a
visually satisfying addition to any library.
It  is  a  film that  was made to be seen in
color, and the DVD format does justice to
its original Technicolor-like brilliance.

Musical Score
and Emotional
Resonance
No discussion of the All Mine To Give
Dvd  would  be  complete  without
mentioning  the  musical  score  by  Max
Steiner.  Steiner  was  a  legendary
composer responsible for  the music  of
Gone with the Wind and Casablanca. His
score for All Mine To Give is one of his
later  works,  and it  is  a masterclass in
emotional  manipulation.  The  music
swells  at  precisely  the right  moments,
tugging  at  the  heartstrings  without
becoming  cloying.
The  main  theme,  which  is  woven
throughout  the  film,  is  a  simple,
haunting melody that  evokes both the
innocence of childhood and the weight of
responsibility.  On  a  well-mastered  All
Mine  To  Give  Dvd,  the  audio  track
captures  the  full  dynamic  range  of

Steiner’s orchestration. From the quiet,
delicate piano passages during intimate
family moments to the soaring, dramatic
strings  during  moments  of  crisis,  the
soundtrack  is  an  integral  part  of  the
experience.  This  is  a  film  that  demands
to be heard as much as seen. The DVD
format,  with  its  superior  audio  quality
compared to old VHS tapes or streaming
compression,  allows  Steiner’s  score  to
shine, making the emotional beats of the
story even more powerful.

WHY THE ALL MINE TO GIVE DVD
IS A COLLECTOR’S ITEM

For many years,  All  Mine To Give  was
largely unavailable to the general public.
It aired occasionally on television, often
in  heavily  edited  and  pan-and-scan
formats  that  ruined  the  widescreen
composition. The release of the All Mine
To Give Dvd was a significant event for
classic  film  collectors.  It  represented  a
restoration  of  a  film  that  had  been
languishing  in  relative  obscurity.
Owning  the  All  Mine  To  Give  Dvd
means owning a piece of cinema history
that is not widely available on streaming
platforms.  The  film  is  a  product  of  a
specific  time  in  Hollywood—the  late
1950s—when  family-oriented  dramas
were  becoming  less  common  as  the
industry  shifted  toward  epics  and
musicals.  This  DVD  release  often
includes  the  original  theatrical  trailer
and,  in  some editions,  commentary  or
background information about the true
story. For a collector, the value lies not
just  in  the  film  itself,  but  in  the
preservation  of  the  art  form.  The  All
Mine  To  Give  Dvd  ensures  that  a  film
which  might  have  otherwise  been
forgotten remains accessible for  future
generations to study and enjoy.
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Thematic Depth:
More Than Just a
Christmas Movie
Whi le  Al l  M ine  To  G ive  i s  o f ten
categorized  as  a  Christmas  film  due  to
its  seasonal  setting  and  climactic
scenes, it is much more than a holiday
tearjerker. The All Mine To Give Dvd
offers  a  rich  thematic  experience  that
touches  on  grief,  responsibi l ity,
community, and the meaning of home.
The film asks difficult questions: What is
the limit of a child’s responsibility? How
does a community balance compassion
with practicality? Is the biological family
always the best place for a child, or is a
loving  home,  regardless  of  biology,
sufficient?
These  themes  are  explored  with  a
surprising depth for a film of its era. The
children are not simply passive victims;
they are active agents in their own fate.
Robbie, the eldest, takes on the mantle
of fatherhood with a seriousness that is
both admirable and heartbreaking. The
All Mine To Give Dvd allows viewers to
revisit  these  themes  multiple  times,
catching  new  nuances  with  each
viewing.  It  is  a  film  that  rewards
thoughtful  analysis,  making  it  an
excellent choice for discussion groups or
film  classes  studying  the  representation
of family in mid-20th-century cinema.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS:
WHAT TO LOOK FOR ON THE ALL
MINE TO GIVE DVD

For those considering a purchase, there
are a few practical  aspects to keep in

mind regarding the All Mine To Give
Dvd.  The  film  has  been  released  by
several  different  distributors  over  the
years,  and  the  quality  can  vary.  The
most highly regarded editions are those
that present the film in its original 2.35:1
widescreen  aspect  ratio.  Many  older
releases or budget versions might crop
the  image,  cutting  off  the  beautiful
landscape shots that are so integral to
the film’s atmosphere.
When  shopping  for  the  All  Mine  To
Give Dvd, look for editions that mention
“widescreen”  or  “anamorphic”  on  the
packaging. Additionally, check for audio
options;  a  restored  mono  track  that
preserves  the  original  sound design  is
ideal.  Some  editions  also  include
subtitles,  which  can  be  useful  for
younger viewers or those who want to
catch  every  line  of  the  period-specific
dialogue. The All Mine To Give Dvd is
generally  affordable  in  the  secondary
market, making it a low-risk addition to a
growing  collection.  It  is  particularly
popular  during  the  holiday  season,  as
many  families  seek  out  classic  winter
tales that focus on themes of generosity
and togetherness.

Comparing the
DVD to Digital
Alternatives
In the age of streaming, one might ask:
why bother with a physical All Mine To
Give Dvd? The answer lies in reliability
and quality. Streaming rights for classic
films change constantly.  A movie that is
available  on  a  platform  today  may
vanish tomorrow due to licensing issues.
By owning the All Mine To Give D


