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INTRODUCTION:
THE UNLIKELY DUO
OF TIME AND
FRIENDSHIP

When  the  animated
film Mr Peabody And
Sherman  first  hit  the
big  screen,  audiences
were  introduced  to  a
remarkable  pair:  a
g e n i u s  d o g  w h o
adopted a human boy.
But  the  story  doesn’t
just revolve around the
father-son  dynamic
between  Mr.  Peabody
and Sherman. A crucial

e l e m e n t  o f  t h e
n a r r a t i v e  i s  t h e
character  of  Penny
Peterson,  Sherman’s
c l a s s m a t e  a n d
eventual  friend.  The
relationship  between
Penny And Sherman
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
emotional  core  that
grounds  the  t ime-
traveling adventures in
r e l a t a b l e  h u m a n
emotions like jealousy,
rivalry, and ultimately,
genuine  friendship.
Understanding  this
dynamic  i s  key  to
appreciating  the  film’s
deeper  themes  about
c o n n e c t i o n  a n d
empathy.
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In  this  article,  we will
explore the characters
o f  M r .  P e a b o d y ,
Sherman, and Penny in
depth.  We’ll  examine
how  their  interactions
drive  the  plot ,  the
lessons  they  learn
about  each  other  and
themselves,  and  the
timeless  appeal  of  a
story where a boy, his
dog,  and a clever  girl
travel  through  history
to  resolve  playground
conflicts  that  echo
across  the  ages.

WHO IS MR.
PEABODY? THE
GENIUS CANINE
BEHIND THE
ADVENTURES

Mr.  Peabody  i s  no
ordinary  dog.  He  is  a
Nobel  Prize-winning
scientist,  a  master  of
m a r t i a l  a r t s ,  a
celebrated  gourmet
c h e f ,  a n d  a n
accomplished  time
traveler .  His  most

impressive invention is
t h e  W A B A C
(pronounced  “way-
back”)  machine,  a
device that allows him
and  Sherman  to  visit
any era in history. But
despite his genius, Mr.
P e a b o d y  f a c e s  a
cha l lenge  that  no
amount of  intelligence
can  solve:  raising  a
human  child.
He adopts Sherman as
an infant and dedicates
himself  to  giving  the
boy  a  well-rounded
e d u c a t i o n .  M r .
Peabody’s  parenting
m e t h o d s  i n v o l v e
hands -on  h i s to ry
lessons  us ing  the
W A B A C  m a c h i n e ,
taking Sherman to see
the  Trojan  War,  the
French Revolution, and
e v e n  t h e  a g e  o f
ancient Egypt. Through
these  journeys,  Mr.
Peabody  teaches
Sherman not just dates
and  names,  but  also
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lessons about bravery,
k indness,  and  the
consequences of one’s
actions.
H o w e v e r ,  M r .
Peabody’s biggest test
comes  no t  f r om  a
historical  crisis,  but
f rom  a  soc ia l  one:
Sherman’s  first  day  of
school.  It  is  here that
he  meets  Penny,  and
the rivalry that sparks
sets  off  a  chain  of
events  that  threatens
to  unravel  the  very
fabric  of  time.

The
WABAC
Machine:
A Vehicle
for

Learning
and Love
The WABAC machine is
m o r e  t h a n  a  p l o t
device;  it  symbolizes
M r .  P e a b o d y ’ s
willingness to go to any
length  for  Sherman.
E a c h  j o u r n e y  i s
carefully  chosen  to
teach  a  lesson.  When
Sherman  gets  into  a
fight with Penny over a
historical  fact  about
George  Washington,
Mr.  Peabody  takes
them both back to the
American Revolution to
see the truth firsthand.
This demonstrates that
Mr.  Peabody  values
truth  and  education
above all else, but also
that  he  believes  in
experiential  learning.
The machine becomes
the  stage  where  the
relationship  between
Penny And Sherman
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evolves from conflict to
cooperation.

SHERMAN: A BOY
TORN BETWEEN
TWO WORLDS

Sherman  is  a  bright,
cur ious,  and  kind-
hearted boy who loves
his  adoptive  father
deeply.  However,  he
struggles  with  being
different  from  other
children.  He  is  home-
schooled  by  a  dog,
which  makes  him  a
target  for  teasing  at
s c h o o l .  S h e r m a n
desperately wants to fit
in  and  make  friends,
but  his  extraordinary
upbringing has set him
apart.
When he meets Penny,
he  is  immediate ly
d r a w n  t o  h e r
confidence  and
popularity.  But  their
first  interaction  turns
s o u r  w h e n  P e n n y
mocks  h i s  l ack  o f

know ledge  about
modern  pop  culture.
Sherman  responds  by
bragging  about  his
t i m e - t r a v e l
experiences,  which
only  makes  Penny
more  skeptical.  This
conflict  is  the  catalyst
for  the  entire  movie.
Sherman’s  desire  to
prove himself to Penny
and to be accepted by
his peers leads him to
m a k e  a  s e r i e s  o f
mistakes,  including
tak ing  the  WABAC
m a c h i n e  w i t h o u t
permission.
T h r o u g h  h i s
adventures with Penny,
Sherman  learns  that
true  friendship  is  not
a b o u t  b e i n g  t h e
smartest  or  the  most
impressive. It  is about
being  honest,  loyal,
and willing to say sorry
when  you  are  wrong.
H is  charac ter  a rc
mirrors  the  classic
hero’s  journey,  but
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with  a  modern  twist:
the  hero  is  a  chi ld
learning  the  value  of
humility.

Penny
Peterson:
More
Than a
Sidekick
Penny Peterson is often
seen  simply  as  the
f e m a l e  l e a d  o r
S h e r m a n ’ s  l o v e
interest.  However,  she
is a far more complex
character  than  many
give  her  credit  for.
Penny  is  intelligent,
resourceful, and brave.
She  is  a lso  deeply
caring,  despite  her
initial  abrasiveness.
When  we  first  meet
Penny, she appears to
be a typical schoolyard

b u l l y ,  m o c k i n g
S h e r m a n  f o r  h i s
unusual family. But as
the  story  unfolds,  we
see  that  her  behavior
stems  from  her  own
insecur i t ies  and  a
desire for attention.
Penny’s  relationship
with her own parents is
strained  –  they  are
a b s e n t  a n d  s e l f -
absorbed.  This  makes
her  envious  of  the
close  bond  between
M r .  P e a b o d y  a n d
Sherman. Her jealousy
is not malicious; it is a
cry for connection. This
is  why  her  journey
alongside  Sherman  is
so  important.  When
they  travel  back  in
time together, Penny is
f o r c e d  t o  r e l y  o n
S h e r m a n  a n d  M r .
Peabody,  and  she
begins to see the value
of their unique family.
S h e  d e v e l o p s  a
genuine  affection  for
Sherman, not because
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he  i s  spec ia l ,  bu t
because he is kind and
brave.
The character of Penny
subverts  the  “damsel
in  distress”  trope.  At
several  points,  she
saves Sherman’s life –
for example, during the
Trojan  Horse  episode,
she  cleverly  outwits
the Greeks. By the end
of  the  film,  Penny  has
become a  loyal  friend
a n d  a n  h o n o r a r y
m e m b e r  o f  t h e
P e a b o d y - S h e r m a n
family.

THE CORE
DYNAMIC: MR
PEABODY AND
SHERMAN VS.
PENNY AND
SHERMAN

The  film  presents  two
distinct  relationships:
the  paternal  bond
between  Mr.  Peabody
and Sherman, and the
peer  re la t ionsh ip

between  Penny  And
Sherman.  Both  are
essential for Sherman’s
e m o t i o n a l
development .  Mr .
Peabody  prov ides
guidance, wisdom, and
unconditional love, but
h e  c a n n o t  t e a c h
S h e r m a n  h o w  t o
navigate  the  social
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f
chi ldhood.  That  is
where Penny comes in.
Initially,  the  friction
between  Penny  and
Sherman  drives  the
plot.  She  challenges
him, which forces him
t o  g r o w .  T h e i r
b i c k e r i n g  o v e r
historical facts leads to
t h e  d i s a s t r o u s
adventure  where  they
nearly get stuck in the
past. But as they work
together  to  escape
ancient  Egypt,  the
French Revolution, and
the  Trojan  War,  they
learn  to  appreciate
each other’s strengths.
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Penny  learns  that
Sherman is  not  just  a
know-it-al l ;  he  is  a
brave friend.  Sherman
learns  that  Penny’s
toughness  hides  a
vulnerable  heart.
Mr.  Peabody,  for  his
part,  has  to  learn  to
trust Sherman to make
his  own  choices.  He
realizes that he cannot
protect  Sherman  from
every  social  stumble.
The  climax  of  the  film,
where  the  timeline
begins  to  unravel ,
f o r c e s  a l l  t h r e e
characters  to  trust
each other completely.
The  resolution  is  a
heartwarming moment
where Penny stands up
for  Sherman  and  Mr.
Peabody in front of the
entire school, declaring
that their family is just
as valid as any other.

Lessons
in
Empathy
and
Acceptan
ce
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful themes in the
story  of  Mr Peabody
And Sherman Penny
And  Sherman  is  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e m p a t h y .  E a c h
character must learn to
see  the  world  from
another  perspective.
Mr .  Peabody ,  t he
genius, must learn that
not all problems can be
solved  with  logic  and
technology.  Sherman
must  learn  that  being
different  is  not  a
weakness. Penny must
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learn that a family built
on  love  is  stronger
than  one  bound  by
blood.
T h e  t i m e - t r a v e l
e l e m e n t  i s  u s e d
brilliantly  to  illustrate
these  lessons .  By
vis i t ing  histor ical
m o m e n t s ,  t h e
characters  see  that
conflict  and
misunderstanding have
always  existed.  But
they  a lso  see  that
c o o p e r a t i o n  c a n
overcome  nearly  any
obstacle.  The  Trojan
Horse  teaches  them
about  deception  and
t rus t ;  the  F rench
Revolution  teaches
them  about  standing
up  for  what  is  right;
a n d  t h e  a n c i e n t
Egyptian  pyramids
teach  them  about
teamwork.
For  children  watching
the  film,  these  lessons
are delivered in a fun,
accessible  way.  The

relationship  between
Penny  and  Sherman
s h o w s  t h a t  e v e n
people  who  start  as
enemies  can  become
best friends if they are
willing  to  listen  and
change. It is a message
that  resonates  well
beyond  the  screen.

THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF MR.
PEABODY &
SHERMAN

The  characters  of  Mr.
Peabody,  Sherman,
and Penny have been
beloved  by  audiences
s ince  the  or ig ina l
1950s  “Peabody’s
Improbable  History”
segments on the Rocky
and  Bullwinkle  show.
The 2014 DreamWorks
Animation  film
modernized  the  story
while staying true to its
roots. The addition of a
s t r o n g  f e m a l e
character in Penny was
a  smart  update  that
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made  the  story  more
relevant  to  modern
viewers.
The  film  encourages
discussions about non-
traditional  families,
adopt ion,  and  the
definition  of
p a r e n t h o o d .  M r .
P e a b o d y  i s  n o t
Sherman’s  biological
f a t h e r ,  b u t  h e  i s
u n d o u b t e d l y  h i s
parent. This challenges
children to think about
what  makes  a  family.
Similar ly,  Penny’s
character  shows  that
girls  can  be  just  as
adventurous and clever
as boys, without losing
their empathy.
T h e  k e y w o r d  “ M r
Peabody And Sherman
Penny  And  Sherman”
encapsulates the heart
o f  t h e  s t o r y :  t h e
interplay  between two
relationships  that  are
both vital to the hero’s
growth. It is not just a
mov ie  about  t ime

travel;  it  is  a  movie
about how we connect
with  others,  respect
differences,  and  build
lasting  bonds.

Why the
Penny-
and-
Sherman
Dynamic
Resonate
s
Children  often  face
social pressures similar
t o  w h a t  S h e r m a n
exper iences .  The
desire to fit in, the fear
of  being  different,  and
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f
making  friends  are
un ive r sa l .  Penny
represents  the  “cool
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kid” who seems perfect
b u t  i s  a c t u a l l y
struggling  herself.
When  Sherman  and
Penny  finally  become
fr iends,  i t  sends  a
powerful  message:
popularity  is  not  as
i m p o r t a n t  a s
authenticity.
Moreover,  the  film
shows  that  adul ts
(represented  by  Mr.
Peabody)  can  also  be
flawed  and  need  to
learn from children. Mr.
P e a b o d y ’ s
overprotect iveness
near ly  causes  the
destruct ion  of  the
timeline.  I t  is  only
when  he  lets  go  and
trusts  Sherman  and
Penny  that  everything
works  out.  This  is  a
valuable  lesson  for
parents:  children need
room  to  make  their
own mistakes.

CONCLUSION: A

TIMELESS STORY
OF FRIENDSHIP
AND FAMILY

I n  t h e  e n d ,  M r
P e a b o d y  A n d
Sherman Penny And
Sherman is not just an
entertaining  animated
film.  It  is  a  thoughtful
exploration  of  what  it
means to be a family, a
friend,  and  a  person.
Mr.  Peabody  teaches
us  that  intelligence
without love is empty.
Sherman  teaches  us
that  courage  means
admitting  when  you
are  wrong .  Penny
teaches us that a true
friend is someone who
sees  your  flaws  and
still  chooses  to  stand
by you.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  the  classic
cartoon or  discovering
the  movie  for  the  first
time, the adventures of
this  trio  offer  laughter,
thrills,  and  heartfelt
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moments.  The WABAC
machine  may  take
them to the past,  but
the lessons they learn
are  timeless.  If  you
h a v e  n o t  y e t
experienced  the  story
o f  M r .  P e a b o d y ,

Sherman, and Penny, it
is  well  worth the trip.
And if  you have,  it  is
always  a  joy  to  jump
back in and rediscover
why this unusual family
captures our hearts.


