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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
NECKWEAR: EXPLORING 85 WAYS
TOTIE ATIE

For centuries, the necktie has been a
cornerstone of formal and professional
attire, a subtle yet powerful expression
of personal style. While many men and
women rely on a single knot they
learned years ago, the world of
neckwear offers a vast spectrum of
possibilities. Believe it or not, there are
well over 85 ways to tie a tie, each with
its own unique character, symmetry, and
level of complexity. From the classic
Four-in-Hand that adorns boardrooms to
the intricate Eldredge that turns heads
at weddings, mastering even a few of
these knots can elevate your wardrobe
and set you apart. This comprehensive
guide explores the rich tapestry of tie
knots, providing insights into their
construction, best uses, and the subtle
art of choosing the right one for your
collar, fabric, and occasion. Whether you
are a seasoned enthusiast or a beginner
looking to move beyond the basics,
understanding the breadth of 85 ways to
tie a tie will transform how you approach
this essential accessory.

Why Learn More
Than One Tie

Knot?

Most people default to the Four-in-Hand
or the Half Windsor because they are
simple and universally applicable.
However, limiting yourself to one knot is
like wearing the same pair of shoes with
every outfit. Different collar types, tie
fabrics, and body proportions call for
different knots. A bulky knot on a narrow
collar looks clumsy, while a tiny knot
with a wide spread collar leaves a gaping
void. Furthermore, the occasion matters.
A formal event might demand a perfectly
symmetrical Windsor, while a creative
work environment allows for more
artistic knots. By exploring the 85 ways
to tie a tie, you gain the flexibility to
match your tie knot to your shirt, your
suit, and your personality. This
knowledge also helps you adjust the
length of the tie—some knots consume
more fabric, making them ideal for taller
individuals, while shorter knots are
perfect for those who are shorter or
prefer a compact look.

Categorizing the
85 Ways To Tie A
Tie

Before diving into specifics, it helps to
understand that the vast number of tie
knots falls into several broad categories.
This framework makes the 85 ways to tie

a tie more manageable and allows you
to learn variations systematically. The
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main categories include:

e Simple Knots: These are the
foundational knots that most
people learn first. They are quick,
easy, and require few steps.
Examples include the Four-in-
Hand, the Simple Knot (also known
as the Oriental Knot), and the
Kelvin Knot.

¢ Windsor-Style Knots: These are
symmetrical, triangular, and wide.
The Half Windsor and Full Windsor
are iconic. Many variations within
the 85 ways to tie a tie are based
on the Windsor structure, such as
the Double Windsor and the Triple
Windsor.

e Decorative Knots: These knots
are designed for visual impact and
often involve intricate weaving or
layering. They are less common for
daily wear but perfect for special
occasions. Examples include the
Trinity Knot, the Eldredge Knot,
and the Prince Albert Knot.

¢ Inverted Knots: A modern twist
where the tie is tied with the seam
facing out, creating a sleek,
minimalist look. The Inverted Four-
in-Hand and Inverted Half Windsor
fall into this category.

¢ Self-Releasing Knots: These
knots are designed to be easily
undone with a single pull,
popularized in the 19th century.
The Nicky Knot and the Pratt Knot
are classic self-releasing styles.

e Complex Braided Knots: These
use multiple wraps and loops to
create a braided or rope-like
effect. The Murrell Knot and the
Balthus Knot (one of the largest)
are examples.

Understanding these categories helps

you navigate the 85 ways to tie a tie
without feeling overwhelmed. You can
start with one category, master a few
knots, and then expand your repertoire
over time.

ESSENTIAL KNOTS FOR EVERY
WARDROBE

While 85 ways to tie a tie exists, only a
handful are essential for most people.
Mastering these will cover 90% of your
sartorial needs. Here are the must-know
knots, along with their characteristics
and best uses.

The Four-in-Hand
Knot

This is the most popular tie knot in the
world. It is slightly asymmetric, slender,
and easy to tie. It works well with almost
any tie fabric and collar type, especially
button-down and point collars. The Four-
in-Hand is the go-to knot for daily
business wear. It is also one of the oldest
knots, dating back to the 19th century.
When learning the 85 ways to tie a tie,
this should be your starting point. It uses
about 2-3 inches of tie length, making it
suitable for standard-length ties.

The Half Windsor
Knot

A step up in symmetry and size, the Half
Windsor is a medium-sized knot that is
more balanced than the Four-in-Hand. It
is versatile and works well with spread
collars and medium-weight fabrics. The
Half Windsor is often taught as a slightly
more formal alternative. Its structure is
the foundation for many of the 85 ways
to tie a tie that are based on the Windsor
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principle. It consumes slightly more
fabric than the Four-in-Hand, so it is a
good choice if your tie is a bit long.

The Full Windsor
Knot

Also known as the Double Windsor or
simply Windsor, this is the largest and
most symmetrical of the common knots.
It creates a wide, triangular shape that
fills the gap of a spread collar perfectly.
The Full Windsor is reserved for formal
occasions and heavier fabrics like silk
twill. It is a classic power knot. However,
it can be too bulky for narrow collars or
thin ties. Within the 85 ways to tie a tie,
there are several variations of the
Windsor, including the Triple Windsor
and the Windsor with a dimple. The Full
Windsor requires a longer tie, as it
consumes about 4 inches of length.

The Pratt Knot
(or Shelby Knot)

The Pratt Knot is a self-releasing knot
that is symmetrical and medium-sized. It
was popularized by the 1960s and is
known for its clean, smooth shape. The
Pratt is tied with the seam facing in, and
it flips over during the process. It is a
great alternative to the Half Windsor,
especially for knit ties or casual looks.
Learning the Pratt is a natural
progression in exploring the 85 ways to
tie a tie, as it introduces the concept of
starting inside out.

INTERMEDIATE AND DECORATIVE
KNOTS TO MASTER

Once you are comfortable with the
basics, you can delve into the more

visually striking knots from the 85 ways
to tie a tie. These knots require more
steps and practice but can become
conversation starters.

The Prince Albert
Knot

This knot is essentially a Four-in-Hand
with an extra wrap around the front. It
creates a symmetrical, layered look that
is wider than the standard Four-in-Hand
but not as wide as a Windsor. The Prince
Albert is excellent for striped ties, as the
extra wrap showcases the fabric pattern
more prominently. It is a classic choice
for business casual settings. It is one of
the easier decorative knots within the 85
ways to tie a tie.

The Kelvin Knot

Similar in appearance to the Four-in-
Hand but with a cleaner, more compact
shape, the Kelvin Knot is tied using a
different wrapping technique. It is
named after the physicist Lord Kelvin.
The Kelvin produces a neat, tapered knot
that works well with lightweight and
medium-weight fabrics. It is a subtle
variation that adds diversity to your
neckwear skills. Exploring knots like the
Kelvin helps you appreciate the subtle
differences among the 85 ways to tie a
tie

The Eldredge
Knot

This is one of the most elaborate knots
in modern menswear. The Eldredge Knot
is a braided, layered knot that looks like
a work of art. It requires a tie with a



narrow width (often a skinny tie) and a
fair amount of patience. The process
involves wrapping the wide end around
the narrow end multiple times and
tucking it through layers. The Eldredge is
a showstopper for weddings, proms, or
any event where you want to stand out.
It is undeniably one of the most visually
impressive among the 85 ways to tie a
tie. Note: this knot damages the tie over
time due to the tight folds.

The Trinity Knot

Another intricate decorative knot, the
Trinity Knot is created by folding the tie
into three distinct lobes. It is similar in
complexity to the Eldredge but has a
different final appearance—a triangular
shape with a braided center. The Trinity
Knot is best done with a solid color tie to
emphasize the three-dimensional
structure. It is a popular choice for men
who want to showcase their skill without
being too flashy. Mastering the Trinity
adds a sophisticated option to your
repertoire of 85 ways to tie a tie.

TIPS FOR TYING THE PERFECT
KNOT

Regardless of which of the 85 ways to tie
a tie you choose, the final result depends
on a few key factors. Paying attention to
these details will ensure your knot
always looks sharp and professional.

Choosing the
Right Collar

The collar of your shirt dictates which
knots will look best. A narrow point collar
pairs well with a Four-in-Hand or a
Kelvin. A spread collar demands a wider
knot like the Half or Full Windsor. A

button-down collar can handle almost
any knot, but smaller knots often look
more appropriate. When exploring the
85 ways to tie a tie, consider your collar
first.

Creating a
Dimple

A dimple is the small indentation just
below the knot. It adds depth and
character. While some knots naturally
create a dimple, you can usually achieve
it by pinching the sides of the knot as
you tighten it. A dimple is a hallmark of a
well-tied tie. Practice this with each of
the 85 ways to tie a tie to see which
knots hold a dimple best.

Adjusting Length

The tip of your tie should ideally touch
your belt buckle (or just above it).
Different  knots consume different
amounts of fabric. If you are tall, you
might need a longer tie or a knot that
uses less length, such as the Four-in-
Hand. Shorter individuals can use a Full
Windsor or a Trinity Knot to absorb extra
length. This interplay is crucial when
learning the 85 ways to tie a tie.

Tie Fabric
Matters

Thick, heavy ties (like silk knits) work
best with simple knots that don't require
many folds. Thin, soft ties can handle
complex knots like the Eldredge or
Trinity. A thick tie forced into a complex
knot becomes bloated and loses its
shape. Consider the fabric weight when
selecting which of the 85 ways to tie a
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tie to attempt.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even experienced individuals can fall
into traps. When expanding your
knowledge of the 85 ways to tie a tie,
keep these pitfalls in mind:

e Over-tightening: A too-tight knot
looks strained and can damage the
fabric. Leave a bit of slack for a
natural drape.

e Using the wrong collar: A
massive knot with a narrow collar
creates an awkward bulge.
Conversely, a tiny knot with a wide
collar leaves an unsightly gap.

e Ignoring the dimple: A flat,
dimple-less knot looks amateurish.
Take the extra second to form a
dimple.

e Not practicing: Many of the 85
ways to tie a tie are complex and
require muscle memory. Practice
in front of a mirror several times
before wearing a new knot in
public.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 85
WAYS TO TIE A TIE

The modern tie knot evolved alongside

the necktie itself. In the 19th century,
neckwear was often tied into elaborate
hand-made knots. Books like "The Art of
Tying the Cravat" in the 1820s
documented dozens of methods. As the
modern necktie became standard in the
20th century, the number of knots
proliferated. The 85 ways to tie a tie is
not a fixed number—some sources claim
over 100 distinct knots, but 85 is a
commonly cited benchmark that
includes both traditional and modern
creations. The rise of the Internet and
YouTube tutorials in the 2000s led to a
resurgence of interest in decorative
knots, with names like Eldredge and
Trinity becoming popularized. Today, the
world of tie knots is broader than ever,
allowing for endless creativity and
personalization.

CONCLUSION

Exploring the 85 ways to tie a tie is not
just about memorizing steps; it is about
understanding the interplay of fabric,
form, and function. Whether you choose
the timeless elegance of a Windsor for a
formal meeting or the artistic flair of a
Trinity Knot for a special celebration,
each knot tells a story. Start with the
classics, practice your technique,



