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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING THE
MAGIC OF “CAN I COUNT ON
YOU” ON GUITAR

There  are  certain  songs  that  seem to
resonate  with  every  strum  and  every
chord change, weaving themselves into
the fabric of our musical journeys. “Can I
Count On You” is one of those timeless
pieces that guitarists of all levels love to
learn and perform. Whether you are a
beginner just starting to build your chord

vocabulary  or  an  experienced  player
looking to  add a  soulful  track  to  your
repertoire,  understanding  the  Can  I
Count On You guitar chords  is your
gateway  to  capturing  the  song’s
emotional depth and melodic beauty. In
this  comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore the chords, strumming patterns,
fingerstyle  options,  and  practical  tips  to
help you master this beloved tune. Let’s
dive in and discover how you can make
these chords sing.

UNDERSTANDING THE SONG:
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BACKGROUND AND MUSICAL
STYLE

Before  we  examine  the  specific  chord
shapes,  it  is  helpful  to  appreciate  the
musical context of “Can I Count On You.”
The  song  is  often  associated  with  a
gentle, introspective mood, blending pop
sensibility  with  folk-inspired  acoustic
guitar  work.  The  chord  progression  is
built  around  simple  but  expressive
movements  that  allow  the  lyrics  and
melody  to  take  center  stage.  Many
guitarists find that the emotional weight
of  the  song  comes  from  the  spaces
between  the  chords—the  way  they
resolve and create tension. By learning
the  Can  I  Count  On  You  guitar
chords,  you  are  not  just  memorizing
finger positions; you are learning how to

communicate  a  feeling  through  your
instrument.

Why This Song
Appeals to
Guitarists

Accessible chords: The song
primarily uses open chords and
basic barre shapes, making it
suitable for intermediate players.
Emotional resonance: The chord
progression supports a heartfelt
vocal melody, perfect for acoustic
performances.
Versatility: You can play it with a
simple strum, fingerpicking, or
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even as a solo instrumental piece.
Learning tool: The song teaches
common chord transitions and
dynamics that apply to many other
tunes.

ESSENTIAL CAN I COUNT ON YOU
GUITAR CHORDS: THE CORE
PROGRESSION

At the heart of this song are a handful of
chords  that  repeat  throughout  verses
and choruses. While there are variations
depending on the key and arrangement,
the most common version is played in
the  key  of  G  major.  Below  is  the
standard  progression  that  forms  the
backbone  of  the  song:

Verse Chord
Progression

G (320003)
D (xx0232)
Em (022000)
C (x32010)

This  classic  I–V–vi–IV  progression  is
beloved in pop music for its uplifting yet
slightly  melancholic  feel.  To  play  the
verse of “Can I Count On You,” you will
cycle  through  these  four  chords.  Let’s
break  down each  chord  shape and offer
tips for smooth transitions.
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Chord Shapes
and Finger

Placement
G major: Place your middle finger
on the 3rd fret of the low E string,
index on the 2nd fret of the A
string, ring finger on the 3rd fret of
the high E string, and pinky on the
3rd fret of the B string. Strum all
six strings.
D major: Use your index finger on
the 2nd fret of the G string, middle
on the 2nd fret of the high E string,
and ring on the 3rd fret of the B
string. Strum from the D string

down.
E minor: A simple two-finger
chord: middle on the 2nd fret of
the A string, ring on the 2nd fret of
the D string. Strum all strings.
C major: Place your ring finger on
the 3rd fret of the A string, middle
on the 2nd fret of the D string, and
index on the 1st fret of the B
string. Avoid strumming the low E
string.

Chorus Chord
Progression
The  chorus  of  “Can  I  Count  On  You”
often  introduces  a  slight  variation  to
build intensity. A typical chorus pattern
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might be:

G
D
Em
C
G
D
C (held)

Sometimes  an  extra  chord  like  Am
(x02210) or Bm (x24432) appears as a
passing  chord,  depending  on  the
arrangement.  I f  you  want  to  add
emotional  color,  try  substituting  the  C
major with a Cadd9 (x32033) for a more
open, ringing sound.

STRUMMING PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM TECHNIQUES

Getting the right feel is just as important

as knowing the chord shapes. The Can I
Count  On  You  guitar  chords  come
alive with a gentle, swaying strumming
pat tern .  Here  are  two  common
approaches:

Basic Down-Up
Strum for
Beginners
Start with a simple pattern: down, down-
up, up-down-up. Count as: 1 and 2 and
3 and 4 and.

Down on beat 11.
Down on beat 22.
Up on the “and” of beat 23.
Down on beat 34.
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Up on the “and” of beat 35.
Down-up on beat 4 and the “and”6.

This creates a relaxed, folk rhythm that
suits  the  song’s  contemplative  mood.
Once comfortable, you can add accents
on the second and fourth beats to mimic
a snare drum feel.

Fingerstyle
Pattern for a
Softer Touch
For  a  more  int imate  version,  try
fingerpicking.  A  classic  Travis  picking
pattern  works  beautifully:

Thumb alternates between the

bass strings (E, A, D) on beats 1
and 3.
Index and middle fingers pluck the
high strings (G, B, high E) on the
offbeats (2 and 4).

With the G chord, for example,  thumb
plays the low E or A string, then index
and  middle  pluck  the  B  and  high  E
strings  together  or  individually.  Adjust
the  pattern  to  fit  the  chord  changes
smoothly.

KEY VARIATIONS AND CAPO
PLACEMENT

Many  guitarists  prefer  to  play  “Can  I
Count  On  You”  in  a  different  key  to
match their vocal range. Using a capo is
the easiest way to transpose. Here are
some common capo positions:
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Capo on the 2nd
Fret
Place the capo on the 2nd fret and play
the  same  shapes  (G,  D,  Em,  C).  The
actual  key  becomes  A  major,  which
might sit better for higher voices.

Capo on the 5th
Fret
With a capo on the 5th fret, those same
chord shapes sound in C major. This is a
bright, clear key that many find pleasant
for acoustic singing.
If you prefer to avoid barre chords but

want  to  play  in  a  different  key,  you  can
also  try  using  different  chord  voicings.
For  instance,  playing  in  the  key  of  C
without a capo might involve shapes like
C,  F,  Am,  G—but  that  changes  the
progression  significantly.  Stick  to  the
original  shapes  with  a  capo  for  the
simplest approach.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

When learning the Can I Count On You
guitar chords, many players encounter
a few typical hurdles. Let’s address them
so you can progress smoothly.
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Muffled Strings
Especially with the G chord, it is easy to
accidentally  mute  the  high  E  string  if
your  ring  finger  lies  flat.  Ensure  your
fingers  are  arched  and  only  the  tips
press the strings. Practice the chord by
plucking each string individually to check
for clarity.

Slow Chord
Changes
The transition between G and D often
trips  people  up  because  the  shapes
share  no  common fingers.  To  speed  up,
keep  your  strumming  hand  moving  in
rhythm even if your fretting hand is not

fully in position—land on the new chord
a split second late if needed, but keep
the beat steady.

Over-Strumming
This song benefits from dynamic control.
Do  not  strum all  six  strings  for  every
chord. For example, on the D chord, only
play strings 4 through 1. On C, avoid the
low  E  string.  Practicing  selective
strumming will make your playing sound
cleaner.

LYRICS AND CHORDS: A
PRACTICAL WALKTHROUGH

To help you internalize the rhythm and
structure, here is a short excerpt of how
the chords align with the lyrics (based on
a  typical  verse).  Remember  that  the
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actual song may vary, but this example
illustrates the flow:
Verse (approximate):
[G]  Can I  count  on you when the [D]
night is long?
[Em] Will you stay with me when the [C]
world goes wrong?
[G] I need to know that your [D] heart is
true,
[Em] So tell me now, can I [C] count on
you?
Strum each chord once per line, or use
the pattern described earlier.  Listen to
the  original  recording  to  match  the
phrasing.  The  emotional  peak  usually
occurs on the word “count” in the last
line, so you might want to emphasize the
C chord with a slightly harder strum.

ADVANCED TIPS FOR A
PROFESSIONAL SOUND

Once  you  have  the  basic  chords  and
strumming down, you can add nuances
that elevate your performance:

Use of Hammer-
Ons and Pull-Offs
Between chord changes, especially from
Em to  C,  try  a  hammer-on  with  your
pinky on the B string (3rd fret to 5th fret)
for  a  melodic  flourish.  Similarly,  from  C
back to G, you can pull  off from the 3rd
to 2nd fret on the A string.
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Alternate Bass
Notes
Playing a  walking bass  line  within  the
chord  progression  adds  depth.  For
example, when on G, you can play the
low E string, then the A string, then the
D string before moving to the D chord.
This  creates  a  sense  of  movement
between chords.

Dynamics and
Expression
Use softer strumming during the verses
and  gradually  increase  volume  and
intensity  in  the  chorus.  On  the  final

chorus, you can even mute the strings
with your palm and strum in a rhythmic
pattern for a percussive effect.

CONCLUSION: MAKE THE SONG
YOUR OWN

Learning  the  Can  I  Count  On  You
guitar  chords  is  more  than  just
memorizing  finger  positions—it  is  about
capturing  the  song’s  heartfelt  plea
through  your  instrument.  Start  slowly,
practice the transitions, and experiment
with  different  strumming  and
fingerpicking  styles.  Whether  you
perform  it  around  a  campfire,  in  a
coffeehouse,  or  simply  for  your  own
enjoyment,  this  song  offers  endless
opportunities  for  personal  expression.
Remember  that  every  guitarist  adds
their own touch, so feel free to modify
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the chords,  add ornaments,  or  change
the rhythm to suit your voice and style.
With patience and practice, you will not
only  master  the  chords  but  also  truly
make the song your own. Now pick up

your  guitar,  strum  those  first  G  and  D
chords,  and  let  the  music  answer  the
question: Yes, you can count on these
c h o r d s  t o  d e l i v e r  a  b e a u t i f u l
performance.


