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INTRODUCTION TO
STEVENSON'’S
MASTERPIECE

Robert Louis
Stevenson’s The
Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde
has fascinated readers
for over a century, and
few resources
illuminate its depths
better than
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde. Whether you
are a student
preparing for an exam,
a teacher seeking fresh
insights, or simply a
curious reader, the
story of a respectable

Victorian doctor who
unleashes his dark
alter ego remains as
gripping today as it
was in 1886.

This article explores
the essential elements
of the novella through
the lens of SparkNotes-
style analysis. We will

examine character
motivations, symbolic
meanings, and the

social anxieties that
Stevenson captured so
brilliantly. By the end,
you will have a richer
understanding of why
this tale endures and
how you can use the
story’s themes to
enhance your own
reading experience.


https://app.ardentx.com/

PLOT SUMMARY: A
MYSTERY
UNFOLDS

The novella opens with
Mr. Utterson, a
reserved London
lawyer, who becomes
disturbed by the
strange behavior of his
friend, Dr. Henry Jekyll.
Utterson learns of a
violent man named Mr.
Edward Hyde, who
tramples a young girl
in the street and later
murders a respected
gentleman, Sir Danvers
Carew. To Utterson’s
astonishment, Dr.
Jekyll has named Hyde
as the sole beneficiary
of his will.

As Utterson
investigates, he
discovers that Hyde
and Jekyll are not
merely acquaintances
but are, in fact, the
same person. Jekyll has
created a potion that
separates his good and

evil natures, allowing
him to transform into
Hyde—a being free
from conscience. Over
time, Hyde grows
stronger and more
monstrous, and Jekyll
loses control of the
transformations. The
story culminates in
Hyde’s suicide, leaving
behind a confession
that reveals the full
truth.

The Sparknotes Dr
Jekyll Mr Hyde
approach emphasizes
that the plot is both a
detective story and a
psychological thriller.
Each chapter peels
back a new layer of
deception, forcing
readers to question the
nature of identity and
morality.

KEY CHARACTERS
AND THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE
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Dr. Henry
Jekyll

Jekyll is a respected
scientist who believes
that human beings
have two distinct sides:
a virtuous, public self
and a hidden, primal
self. His experiment
aims to separate these
two natures, but he
soon realizes that the
evil side is stronger
once liberated. Jekyll's
tragedy is that his
pursuit of knowledge
ignores the moral
consequences of his
actions. In the
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde analysis,
Jekyll represents the
Victorian obsession
with reputation and the
fear of what lurks
beneath the surface.

Mr.
Edward
Hyde

Hyde is Jekyll's dark
counterpart—pure id
without any superego.
He is described as
small, deformed, and
somehow “monstrous”
even though his
physical appearance is
never fully detailed.
Hyde embodies the evil
that society represses,
and his increasing
power reflects the
danger of denying
one’s darker impulses.
SparkNotes readers
often note that Hyde's
lack of clear physical
description makes him
all the more terrifying:
he is evil in its most
abstract, universal
form.



Mr.
Gabriel
John
Utterson

Utterson functions as
the story’s moral
compass and detective
figure. His rational,
methodical approach
contrasts sharply with
the irrational,
supernatural events
unfolding around him.
He represents the
stability of Victorian
law and order, yet
even he is drawn into
the mystery. The
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde character

analyses highlight
Utterson as the
reader’s surrogate,

guiding us through the
confusion.

Other
Notable
Character
S

e Dr. Hastie
Lanyon - A
former friend of
Jekyll who
witnesses the
transformation
and dies from
shock. His death
underscores the
story’s theme
that some truths
are too terrible to
bear.

e Mr. Poole -
Jekyll’s loyal
butler, who
senses that
something is
dreadfully wrong.
His suspicion
builds the story’s
tension.
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e Sir Danvers
Carew - Akind,
respectable
gentleman
murdered by
Hyde. His death
marks the point
of no return.

MAJOR THEMES
EXPLORED

The
Duality of
Human
Nature

This is the central
theme of the novella.
Stevenson suggests
that everyone has a
double nature, and
trying to separate good
from evil is ultimately
destructive. The
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde study guide
emphasizes that

Jekyll’s failure is not his
evil but his pride—he
believes he can control
the split. The story
warns against denying
the shadow self, a

concept that later
influenced Jungian
psychology.

The
Repressio
n of
Victorian
Society

Victorian London was a
world of strict social

codes, where
reputation was
everything. Jekyll’'s

secret Hyde ventures
allow him to indulge in
desires that polite
society forbade.
Stevenson critiques the
hypocrisy of a culture



that values
appearances over
truth. Many readers
find this theme

surprisingly modern, as
we still struggle with
the tension between
public persona and
private reality.

Science
and
Morality

Jekyll's experiment
raises ethical questions
about scientific
ambition. Should we
pursue knowledge
without considering the
consequences?

Stevenson, writing in
an era of rapid
scientific progress,
warns of the dangers
of playing God. The
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde analysis
draws parallels to

contemporary debates
about genetic
engineering and
artificial intelligence.

Friendshi
p and
Loyalty

The bonds between
Utterson, Jekyll,
Lanyon, and even
Poole highlight the
importance of trust and
loyalty. Utterson’s
determination to help
his friend, even when
all evidence points to
wrongdoing, shows the
power of steadfast
friendship—yet it also
demonstrates how
loyalty can blind us to
the truth.

SYMBOLS AND
MOTIFS
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The Door

The mysterious door
through which Hyde
enters and exits
Jekyll's home
symbolizes the barrier
between the conscious
and unconscious mind.
It also represents the
division between public
respectability (Jekyll’s
front entrance) and
private shame (the
back door). In the
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde breakdown,
the door is one of the
most potent symbols of
duality.

The
Potion

Jekyll's  chemical
mixture represents the
dangerous intersection
of science and the
supernatural. The
potion allows him to

separate his natures,
but its unpredictable
effects—Hyde  grows
stronger, the potion
loses potency—suggest
that evil cannot be
contained indefinitely.

The
Mirror

Jekyll keeps a mirror in
his cabinet to observe
his transformations.
The mirror symbolizes
self-reflection and the
horror of confronting
one’s true nature.
When Hyde sees
himself, he feels a
perverse pleasure, but
Jekyll sees his own
degradation.

London
as a



Character

Stevenson’s London is
a foggy, labyrinthine
city of poor lighting
and secret passages.
The setting mirrors the
confusion and moral
decay at the heart of
the story. Bright,
wealthy neighborhoods
stand in stark contrast
to the dim, dangerous
streets where Hyde
prowls.

LITERARY
TECHNIQUES AND
STYLE

Multiple
Narrators

Stevenson
multiple

accounts—Utterson’s
narrative, Lanyon’s
letter, Jekyll's
confession—to build
suspense and present

uses

different perspectives.
This fragmented
structure mirrors the
fragmented identity of
Jekyll/Hyde.

Gothic
Atmosph
ere

The story is a classic
example of Gothic
literature, with its eerie
setting, supernatural
elements, and
psychological horror.
The Sparknotes Dr
Jekyll Mr Hyde study
material highlights how
Stevenson uses fog,
darkness, and silence
to create unease.

Foreshad
owing

Early references to
Hyde’s “deformity” and
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Jekyll’s strange
behavior build tension.
Utterson’s nightmares
about the mysterious
figure hint at the horror
to come.

WHY SPARKNOTES
IS A VALUABLE
RESOURCE

For anyone studying
this novella,
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde offers
chapter summaries,
character analysis,
theme exploration, and
sample essay
guestions. The
platform breaks down
complex ideas into
digestible sections,
making it easier to
grasp the story’s
deeper meanings.
However, SparkNotes
is best used as a
supplement to reading
the original text, not a
replacement. The
richness of Stevenson’s
prose deserves

firsthand attention.

Here are some ways
the SparkNotes
approach helps
readers:

1. Clarifies
confusing plot
points - The
layered narrative
can be tricky to
follow for first-
time readers.

2. Highlights key
quotations -
Important lines
are identified
and explained in
context.

3. Provides
historical
background -
Understanding
Victorian
anxieties about
crime, science,
and religion
enriches the
reading.

4. Offers study
questions -
These encourage



critical thinking
and help prepare
for exams.

CONTEMPORARY
RELEVANCE

The themes of
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde are not

confined to the
Victorian era. In a
world where we

carefully curate our
online personas, the
split between public
and private self is more
relevant than ever.
Jekyll's struggle with
addiction—his inability
to stop transforming
into Hyde despite
knowing the
consequences—resona
tes with modern
discussions of
substance abuse and
compulsive behavior.

Furthermore, the
story’'s critique of
unchecked scientific
ambition speaks

10

directly to 21st-century
dilemmas like gene
editing, artificial
intelligence, and
climate engineering.
Stevenson’s warning is
clear: power without

wisdom leads to
disaster.
COMPARISON
WITH OTHER
ADAPTATIONS

The story has been
adapted countless
times for film,

television, and stage.
The 1931 film starring
Fredric March and the
1941 version with
Spencer Tracy are
classics. More recent
reinterpretations, such
as the television series
Jekyll and the graphic
novel The League of
Extraordinary

Gentlemen, explore the
concept in new ways.
Interestingly, many
adaptations make
Hyde a more obvious
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monster, whereas
Stevenson’s original
version leaves his
exact appearance to
the imagination—a
choice that enhances

the psychological
horror.
If you approach

adaptations with
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde insights fresh
in your mind, you will
notice which themes
the filmmakers
emphasize and which
they downplay. This
can deepen your
appreciation of both
the original and the
adaptation.

COMMON
QUESTIONS AND
MISCONCEPTIONS

 Is Hyde purely
evil? Yes, in the
sense that he
embodies Jekyll's
repressed
desires without

moral restraint.
However, he is
also a part of
Jekyll, which
complicates the
idea of pure evil.

e Does Jekyll die?
Hyde commits
suicide, but since
they share a
body, Jekyll dies
with him. The
final confession
makes it clear
that Jekyll’s fate
is sealed.

e Is the story a
horror? It is
more of a
psychological
thriller with
Gothic elements.
The horror
comes from the
internal conflict,
not external
monsters.

The Sparknotes Dr
Jekyll Mr Hyde FAQ
sections often address
these questions,
helping students clarify
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potential confusion
before exams.

HOW TO WRITE A
STRONG ESSAY ON
THE NOVELLA

If you are planning an
essay based on
Sparknotes Dr Jekyll
Mr Hyde, the following
approach can help you
build a compelling
argument:

1. Choose a
focused thesis.
Rather than
writing about
“duality” in
general, narrow
your focus—for
example,
examine how
Utterson’s
friendship with
Jekyll reveals the
theme of denial.

2. Use specific
evidence. Quote
directly from the
text to support
your points. The

novella is short,
so finding
relevant
passages is
manageable.

. Analyze rather

than
summarize. Do
not just retell the
plot. Explain why
certain events
happen and what
they signify.

. Consider

alternative
interpretations
. Address
potential
counterargument
s to show depth
of

understanding.

. Conclude with

broader
implications.
Connect your
argument to the
story’s relevance
today or to other
works of
literature.
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CONCLUSION: THE Sparknotes Dr jekyll
ENDURING POWER Mr Hyde remains an

OF ASPLITSELF  'ndispensable
companion

13



