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DISCOVER THE
MAGIC AND
MISCHIEF OF THE
PIGGIE PIE BOOK

In  the  vast  world  of
children's  literature,
few stories manage to
c o m b i n e  h u m o r ,
suspense, and a touch
o f  w h i m s y  a s
effectively  as  the
Piggie  Pie  Book .
Written by the talented
Margie  Palatini  and
brought  to  life  with
vibrant  illustrations by
Howard  F ine ,  th is
p i c t u r e  b o o k  h a s
become  a  cherished
favorite  among  young
readers  and  adults
alike. If you have never

ventured  in to  the
delightfully  chaotic
world  of  Gritch  the
Witch and her quest for
the  perfect  meal,  you
are in for a treat. This
article  explores  every
facet  of  this  beloved
b o o k ,  f r o m  i t s
engaging  plot  and
memorable  characters
t o  i t s  u n d e r l y i n g
t h e m e s  a n d
educational  value.
Whether  you  are  a
parent,  teacher,  or
simply a lover of well-
crafted  storytelling,
this deep dive into the
Piggie  Pie  Book  will
offer fresh insights and
a renewed appreciation
for its place in modern
children's literature.

WHAT IS THE
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PIGGIE PIE BOOK
ABOUT?

At its core, the Piggie
P i e  B o o k  i s  a
humorous  and  slightly
spooky  story  about  a
witch  named  Gritch
who wakes  up  with  a
powerful  craving  for
p i g g i e  p i e .
Unfortunately  for  her,
she  discovers  she  is
completely  out  of  one
key  ingredient:  pigs.
Determined  to  satisfy
her  hunger,  Gritch
consults  her  cookbook
and  learns  that  the
best  place  to  find  pigs
is  at  Old  MacDonald's
farm.  Armed  with  her
b roomst i ck  and  a
singular  focus,  she
zooms  off  to  the  farm,
only  to  find  that  the
pigs  are  far  cleverer
than  she  anticipated.
Wha t  f o l l ows  i s  a
comedic  game  of  cat
and mouse—or rather,
witch  and  pig—as  the

animals  outwit  Gritch
at every turn. The story
builds  to  a  satisfying
a n d  h i l a r i o u s
conclusion  that  leaves
readers  giggling  and
eager  to  turn back to
the first page.

The
Genius of
Gritch the
Witch
Gr i tch  i s  not  your
typical  villain.  She  is
grumpy,  determined,
and slightly  ridiculous,
w h i c h  m a k e s  h e r
incredibly endearing to
young  readers.  Her
single-minded  pursuit
of piggie pie drives the
entire  narrative,  and
her  interactions  with
the  farm  animals  are
l a c e d  w i t h  w i t t y
dialogue  and  slapstick
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s i tuat ions.  Unl ike
darker  w i tches  in
folklore, Gritch is more
o f  a  c o m e d i c
a n t a g o n i s t .  H e r
f r u s t r a t i o n s  a r e
relatable—who  hasn't
b e e n  h a n g r y  a n d
desperate for a specific
meal?  This  relatability
is part of what makes
the  Piggie  Pie  Book
so  effective.  Children
laugh  at  her  antics
while also learning that
sometimes, even when
you  plan  carefully,
things do not go your
way. Gritch's character
also opens the door for
discussions  about
e m o t i o n s  l i k e
disappointment  and
perseverance,  a l l
w i th in  a  sa fe  and
humorous  context.

Old

MacDonal
d's Farm
Gets a
Makeover
The  classic  children's
song  "Old  MacDonald
Had  a  Farm"  gets  a
fresh and funny twist in
this  story.  Instead  of
the  peaceful,  idyllic
farm we associate with
the  song,  the  farm in
the Piggie Pie Book is
a place of cunning and
escape.  The  pigs  are
not  passive;  they  are
clever, resourceful, and
quick  on  their  feet.
They  recognize  the
d a n g e r  G r i t c h
represents  and  work
together  to  avo id
becoming  her  dinner.
This  subversion  of
expectations is part of
the  book's  charm.  It
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takes a familiar setting
and  turns  i t  into  a
s t a g e  f o r  a n
unexpected showdown.
Old MacDonald himself
appears  only  briefly,
adding to the sense of
a world where animals
have their own agency.
This  clever  use  of  a
well-known  cultural
r e f e r e n c e  h e l p s
children  feel  smart
when  they  recognize
the original song, while
also  delighting  in  the
new,  mischievous
twist.

WHY THE
ILLUSTRATIONS IN
THE PIGGIE PIE
BOOK STAND OUT

H o w a r d  F i n e ' s
illustrations  are  an
inseparable part of the
book's appeal. The art
s t y l e  i s  b o l d ,
expressive, and full  of
energy.  Gritch  looks
appropriately  witchy
but  with  a  cartoonish

flair  that  makes  her
m o r e  f u n n y  t h a n
frightening.  Her  facial
expressions range from
smug  satisfaction  to
utter exasperation, and
children  love  tracking
her  emotions  across
the  pages.  The  pigs,
too,  are  drawn  with
personality—each  one
looks  slightly  different,
giving  them individual
character.  The  use  of
color  is  particularly
effective.  The  early
pages,  set  in  Gritch's
d a r k  a n d  g l o o m y
house, contrast sharply
with the bright,  sunny
farm.  This  visual  shift
helps  reinforce  the
story's movement from
frustration  to  chaotic
comedy. Many parents
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e i r
ch i ldren  spend  as
much  time  examining
the illustrations as they
do  l istening  to  the
words ,  wh i ch  i s  a
ha l lmark  o f  g reat
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picture book design.

How the
Art
Enhances
Storytelli
ng
I n  the  Piggie  Pie
Book,  the illustrations
do not just accompany
the  text—they  extend
it.  There  are  visual
jokes  and  details  that
reward careful reading.
For  example,  Gritch's
cat  plays  a  silent  but
funny  role  in  many
scenes, reacting to her
s c h e m e s  w i t h  a
knowing  look  or  a
timely  yawn.  These
subtle  elements  make
each  reading  a  new
experience. The pacing
of the art also mirrors
the story's rhythm. As

Gritch  gets  closer  to
t h e  p i g s ,  t h e
illustrations  become
m o r e  f r a n t i c  a n d
chaotic,  with  dynamic
a n g l e s  a n d
exaggerated  poses.
This  visual  storytelling
helps  pre- l i terate
children follow the plot
even  w i thou t  t he
words,  making  it  an
excellent  choice  for
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
development.  The
partnership  between
Palatini 's  text  and
F i n e ' s  a r t  i s  a
masterclass  in  how
picture  books  should
work.

THE HUMOR
FACTOR: WHAT
MAKES KIDS
LAUGH

Children's  humor  is  a
delicate  thing.  What
makes  a  five-year-old
laugh  is  different  from
what  amuses  a  ten-
year-old.  The  Piggie



6

6 Piggie Pie Book 2025-06-22

Pie Book  manages to
hit  a  sweet  spot  that
appea ls  to  a  w ide
range  of  ages.  The
humor  is  rooted  in
slapstick,  wordplay,
and  dramatic  irony.
Young  children  love
seeing  Gritch  fail—her
broomstick  getting
s t u c k ,  h e r  s p e l l s
backfiring,  and  her
increasingly  frustrated
expressions  are  pure
comedy  gold.  Older
children appreciate the
clever  wordplay  and
t h e  w a y  t h e  p i g s
outsmart  the  witch.
The  repeated  refrain-
like  structure  of  the
t e x t  a l s o  i n v i t e s
participation;  children
q u i c k l y  l e a r n  t o
anticipate  the  pigs'
escape  and  shout
along.  This  interactive
quality makes the book
a favorite for storytime
sessions,  whether  at
h o m e  o r  i n  t h e
classroom.

Wordplay
and
Rhythmic
Language
Marg ie  Pa la t in i ' s
writing style is punchy
and musical. She uses
repetition,  alliteration,
a n d  r h y t h m i c
sentences  that  make
reading  aloud  a  joy.
Phrases like "Gritch the
Witch"  roll  off  the
t o n g u e ,  a n d  t h e
dialogue  crackles  with
personality. The book's
pacing  is  brisk,  with
short  sentences  that
bu i ld  tens ion  and
r e l e a s e  i t  w i t h  a
punchline. This is not a
book  that  dawdles;  it
knows  it  has  a  funny
story to tell and gets to
it quickly. For emerging
r e a d e r s ,  t h e



Piggie Pie Book 7

7

predictable  patterns
a n d  r e p e t i t i v e
structures  are  helpful
for building confidence.
They can predict what
comes  next  based  on
the  story's  rhythm,
which is a key skill  in
early  l i teracy.  The
l a n g u a g e  i s
sophisticated  enough
to  chal lenge  them
slightly,  but  not  so
dense  that  they  lose
the  th read  o f  t he
narrative.

EDUCATIONAL AND
THEMATIC VALUE
OF THE PIGGIE PIE
BOOK

B e y o n d  i t s
entertainment  value,
the  Piggie  Pie  Book
offers  several  layers  of
e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d
thematic  depth.  First
and  foremost,  it  is  a
fan tas t i c  too l  f o r
teaching  narrative
structure.  The  story
follows  a  clear  arc:  a

c h a r a c t e r  w a n t s
something,  encounters
obstacles, and reaches
a  resolution.  Children
can easily identify the
beginning, middle, and
end,  making  it  useful
f o r  l e s s o n s  o n
s t o r y t e l l i n g .
Additionally,  the  book
explores  themes  of
problem-solving  and
teamwork.  The  pigs
must work together to
evade Gritch, and this
c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  a
posit ive  model  for
young  readers.  They
see  that  even  when
faced  with  a  scary  or
difficult  situation,
co l laborat ion  and
clever  thinking  can
prevail. There is also a
gentle lesson about not
j u d g i n g  b y
appearances:  the  pigs
look like easy prey, but
they are  anything but
helpless.
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Social
and
Emotional
Learning
Social  and  emotional
learning  (SEL)  is  a
major focus in modern
education,  and  the
Pigg ie  P ie  Book
aligns  beautifully  with
SEL  goa l s .  Gr i t ch
experiences a range of
e m o t i o n s — d e s i r e ,
frustration,  anger,  and
eventually,  a  form  of
acceptance.  Talking
about how Gritch feels
at  each  stage  of  the
story  helps  children
b u i l d  e m o t i o n a l
vocabulary.  The  pigs,
m e a n w h i l e ,
demonstrate  calm
under  pressure  and
creative thinking. They
do  not  panic;  they

p l a n .  T h i s  i s  a
wonderful  model  for
children who may face
their  own  challenges,
big or small. The book
a l s o  o p e n s
conversations  about
fairness,  hunger,  and
even ethical questions:
I s  i t  o k a y  t o  e a t
animals?  While  the
book treats this lightly,
it can spark interesting
discussions  with  older
children  about  where
food  comes  from  and
the difference between
fantasy and reality.

COMPARING THE
PIGGIE PIE BOOK
TO OTHER
CHILDREN'S
CLASSICS

The Piggie Pie Book
o f t e n  d r a w s
comparisons  to  other
w i t t y ,  s l i g h t l y
subversive  picture
b o o k s  l i k e  J o n
Scieszka's  The  True
Story  of  the  Three
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Li t t le  P igs  or  Ju l ia
Donaldson's  Room  on
the Broom.  Like those
b o o k s ,  i t  t a k e s  a
familiar  trope—the
hungry  predator—and
turns  it  on  its  head.
Where the Three Little
Pigs  gives  the  wolf  a
voice, Piggie Pie  gives
the  pigs  the  upper
hand.  And  like  Room
o n  t h e  B r o o m ,  i t
features a witch who is
more  silly  than  scary.
However,  the  Piggie
Pie  Book  stands  out
fo r  i t s  energet i c ,
almost cartoonish pace
a n d  i t s  d e e p
integration  of  visual
humor. It is shorter and
punchier than some of
its  peers,  making  it
idea l  fo r  younger
audiences with shorter
attention spans. Yet it
never  feels  rushed;
every  page  earns  its
laugh.

A Fresh
Take on
Tradition
al Tales
One of the reasons the
Piggie Pie Book  has
e n d u r e d  i s  i t s
successful  fusion  of
two  classic  cultural
touchstones: the witch
archetype and the farm
motif .  By  blending
these,  Palatini  creates
something  that  feels
both familiar and new.
Children who know the
"Old  MacDonald"  song
feel a sense of mastery
when  they  recognize
the setting, and those
familiar  with  witches
from fairy  tales  enjoy
s e e i n g  o n e  i n  a
comedic  light.  This
intertextuality  is  a
sophisticated  element
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of  the  book's  design,
a n d  i t  r e w a r d s
repeated  readings.
Each  t ime  a  ch i l d
encounters  the  story,
they  notice  another
connection or joke they
missed  before.  This
d e p t h  i s  w h a t
separa tes  a  good
picture  book  from  a
great one.

HOW TO USE THE
PIGGIE PIE BOOK
IN THE
CLASSROOM OR AT
HOME

If you are a teacher or
parent looking to make
the most of the Piggie
Pie  Book,  there  are
countless activities and
discussion  points  to
explore. Here are some
practical ideas:

Predictive
Reading: Pause
before the pigs
escape and ask
children what

they think will
happen next.
This builds
comprehension
and inference
skills.
Character Role-
Play: Have
children act out
scenes as Gritch
or one of the
pigs. This
encourages
empathy and
understanding of
character
motivation.
Art Projects:
Ask children to
draw their own
version of a
piggie pie or
design a new
escape route for
the pigs. This
connects the
story to creative
expression.
Vocabulary
Building:
Highlight words
like "craving,"
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"scrumptious,"
and "outwit" to
expand
children's
lexicons in a
natural context.
Compare and
Contrast: Read
the Piggie Pie
Book alongside
other witch or
farm stories and
discuss
similarities and
differences.

These activities are not
just fun; they reinforce
literacy  skills,  critical
t h i n k i n g ,  a n d
emotional  intelligence.
The book's rich content
provides a springboard
for  interdisciplinary
learning  that  spans
language arts, art, and
even social studies.

RECEPTION AND
LEGACY OF THE
BOOK

Since  its  publication,

the  Piggie  Pie  Book
h a s  r e c e i v e d
widespread  acclaim
f r o m  e d u c a t o r s ,
librarians, and families.
It has been praised for
its  originality,  humor,
a n d  h i g h - q u a l i t y
production.  The  book
has  a lso  spawned
sequels,  including
Piggie Pie: The Sequel
and  Gritch  the  Witch,
wh ich  expand  the
world  and  characters.
These  follow-ups  have
been met  with  similar
enthusiasm,  proving
that Gritch and her pig
adversar ies  have
lasting  appeal.  The
book  is  frequently
listed in recommended
r e a d i n g  l i s t s  f o r
preschoolers and early
elementary  students,
a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n
featured  in  storytime
programs  at  libraries
across the country. Its
success is a testament
to  the  power  of  well-
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crafted  picture  books
that  respect  children's
intelligence and sense
of humor.

Why This
Book
Remains
a Favorite
In  a  world  saturated
with  children's  media,
the  Piggie  Pie  Book

continues  to  hold  its
own. Its staying power
comes from its perfect
balance  of  scare  and
laugh,  its  memorable
characters,  and  its
seamless  marriage  of
text and illustration. It
does not talk down to
children,  nor  does  it
rely  on  cheap  gags.
Every  element  serves
the  story.  For  parents
who read it aloud night
after  night,  it  never
grows  old  because
there is always a new
detail to


