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INTRODUCTION TO THE KBIT-2 SCORING TABLES

The Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test, Second Edition (KBIT-2) is a widely used cognitive assessment
tool designed to measure verbal and nonverbal intelligence in individuals aged 4 through 90 years.
Unlike comprehensive intelligence batteries such as the WAIS or WISC, the KBIT-2 offers a quick yet
reliable estimate of intellectual functioning, making it a favorite in clinical, educational, and research
settings. However, obtaining meaningful results from the KBIT-2 requires a clear understanding of its
scoring tables. These tables transform raw scores into standardized metrics—IQ scores, percentile
ranks,  and descriptive  categories—that  allow professionals  to  interpret  a  test-taker’s  cognitive
abilities relative to a normative sample. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the KBIT-2
scoring tables, explaining their structure, how to use them effectively, their applications, and the
nuances that ensure accurate interpretation.

UNDERSTANDING THE KAUFMAN BRIEF INTELLIGENCE TEST (KBIT-2)

Before diving into the scoring tables, it is essential to understand the test itself. The KBIT-2 is a brief,
individually administered measure of intelligence that takes approximately 15 to 30 minutes to
complete.  It  is  often  used  for  screening  purposes,  re-evaluation,  or  when  full-scale  testing  is
impractical. The test yields three main scores: a Verbal score, a Nonverbal score, and a Composite
IQ score. Each score relies on specific subtests that assess different cognitive domains.

Components of the KBIT-2: Verbal,
Nonverbal, and Composite IQ
The Verbal Knowledge subtest measures crystallized ability—the breadth of general knowledge
and vocabulary. The Matrices subtest assesses fluid reasoning and nonverbal problem-solving. The
Composite IQ combines both verbal and nonverbal scores to provide an overall estimate of general
intellectual functioning. The scoring tables for the KBIT-2 are designed to convert the raw scores
from these subtests (e.g., number of correct responses) into standard scores with a mean of 100
and a standard deviation of 15, aligning with classic IQ metrics.

Age Range and Administration
The KBIT-2 is normed for individuals ages 4 to 90 years, making it versatile across the lifespan.
Testing materials include a stimulus book and a record form. The scoring tables are organized by
exact  age  in  years  and  months,  because  raw  score  conversions  vary  significantly  with  age.  For
example, a raw score of 20 on the Matrices subtest might correspond to a standard score of 100 for
a 10-year-old, but to a lower standard score for an older adolescent. This age sensitivity is critical:
the KBIT-2 scoring tables are built upon a normative sample that reflects the cognitive abilities at
each age level.

THE ROLE OF SCORING TABLES IN KBIT-2 INTERPRETATION

The primary purpose of the KBIT-2 scoring tables  is to convert raw scores into standardized
scores that are comparable across ages and populations. Without these tables, raw scores have little
meaning—a child who answers 15 questions correctly may be performing far above average for their
age, or merely average, depending on the difficulty of the items and the expected performance for
that age group. The tables provide the necessary statistical context to interpret an individual's
performance.

Raw Scores vs Standard Scores
A raw score is simply the number of items answered correctly on each subtest. Using the KBIT-2
manual and its accompanying scoring tables, examiners locate the raw score for a given subtest and
the test-taker’s exact age to find the corresponding standard score. Standard scores on the KBIT-2
have a mean of  100 and a standard deviation of  15.  The tables also allow calculation of  the
Composite IQ by combining verbal and nonverbal standard scores. For instance, a Verbal standard
score of 110 and a Nonverbal standard score of 95 would yield a Composite IQ around 103, but the
exact conversion is determined by the scoring tables.

Percentile Ranks and Confidence Intervals
Beyond standard scores, the KBIT-2 scoring tables often include percentile ranks and confidence
intervals. A percentile rank indicates the percentage of individuals in the normative sample who
scored at or below a given standard score. For example, a standard score of 115 corresponds
approximately to the 84th percentile. Confidence intervals (usually at the 90% or 95% level) provide
a range within which the test-taker’s true score is likely to fall. This acknowledges measurement
error and helps avoid overinterpreting small differences between scores.

Descriptive Categories
Standard scores on the KBIT-2 are also grouped into descriptive categories such as "Average"
(90–109), "High Average" (110–119), "Superior" (120–129), and "Very Superior" (130 and above).
The  scoring  tables  typically  map  these  ranges  to  percentile  ranks  and  qualitative  labels.
Understanding these categories is essential when communicating results to parents, teachers, or
clients.

HOW TO USE KBIT-2 SCORING TABLES EFFECTIVELY

Using the KBIT-2 scoring tables correctly requires following a step-by-step process. Missteps can
lead to erroneous conclusions, so careful adherence to the manual is necessary.

Step-by-Step Interpretation
Calculate raw scores: Count the number of correct responses on the Verbal Knowledge and1.
Matrices subtests separately.

Determine exact age: Record the test-taker’s age in years and months (e.g., 8 years, 42.
months). The tables are organized by 2-month or 3-month intervals, so you must select the
correct age bracket.
Look up standard scores: For each subtest, find the row corresponding to the raw score and3.
the column for the appropriate age. The intersection gives the standard score.
Compute the Composite IQ: Many editions of the KBIT-2 provide a separate table for4.
converting the sum of the two subtest standard scores into a Composite IQ standard score.
Note percentile ranks and confidence intervals: Use the same tables or supplementary5.
pages to record these values. Ensure you understand the confidence level used (usually 90%).

It is crucial to use the correct edition of the scoring tables. The KBIT-2 has been revised over time;
outdated norms may misrepresent an individual’s abilities. Always verify that you are using the most
recent normative data.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Ignoring age-specific norms: Using an incorrect age bracket (e.g., rounding to the nearest
year) can shift scores significantly, especially for young children.
Misreading the table layout: Some tables list raw scores across the top and ages down the
side oriented differently; check the header labels carefully.
Confusing standard scores with t-scores or scaled scores: KBIT-2 uses IQ metrics (mean
100, SD 15), not T-scores (mean 50, SD 10) or scaled scores (mean 10, SD 3). Ensure you
select the correct column.
Overlooking confidence intervals: A single point difference in standard scores is often
within the margin of error. Report ranges rather than exact numbers when possible.

NORMS AND STANDARDIZATION OF KBIT-2 SCORING

The reliability and validity of any scoring table depend on the quality of the normative sample used
to create it.  The KBIT-2 scoring tables  are based on a large,  representative norming study
conducted  in  the  United  States,  stratified  by  age,  gender,  race/ethnicity,  educational  level,  and
geographic  region.  This  ensures  that  the  norms  reflect  the  general  population  as  accurately  as
possible.

The Normative Sample
Approximately 2,000 individuals participated in the KBIT-2 standardization, with roughly 100 people
per age group. The sample was carefully matched to U.S. census data. Norms were updated for the
second  edition  to  correct  for  the  Flynn  effect  (the  rise  in  IQ  scores  over  time)  and  to  include  a
broader age range (up to 90). The scoring tables incorporate these updated norms, so older editions
should not be used interchangeably.

Age-Based Scoring
Because cognitive abilities develop rapidly in childhood and change more gradually in adulthood, the
KBIT-2 scoring tables are presented for narrow age bands. For children, tables may be provided for
every  two  to  three  months  of  age;  for  adults,  yearly  intervals  suffice.  This  granularity  allows  for
precise comparisons. For example, a 6-year-old with a raw score of 12 on the Verbal Knowledge
subtest may receive a standard score of 105, while a 7-year-old with the same raw score might
receive a lower standard score because older children are expected to perform better. The scoring
tables capture these developmental expectations.

CLINICAL AND EDUCATIONAL APPLICATIONS OF KBIT-2 SCORES

The KBIT-2 scoring tables are not merely statistical artifacts—they have real-world consequences
in  diagnosis,  placement,  and  intervention  planning.  Understanding  how  to  apply  the  scores
appropriately is key for clinicians and educators.

Identifying Giftedness or Learning
Disabilities
In educational settings, the KBIT-2 is often used as a screening tool for gifted programs or for
identifying intellectual disabilities. A Composite IQ score in the Superior range (e.g., 120+) may
support eligibility for gifted education, while a score below 70 may indicate a need for further
evaluation for intellectual disability. However, because the KBIT-2 is a brief measure, these scores
should be corroborated with more comprehensive testing and other data sources. The scoring tables
provide the cutoff points; for example, many school systems use the 95th percentile (i.e., standard
score of 125) as a threshold. Using the KBIT-2 scoring tables, an examiner can quickly determine
whether an individual’s score meets that criterion.

Use in Neuropsychological Assessments
In clinical neuropsychology, the KBIT-2 is frequently used to obtain a quick estimate of premorbid
intellectual function or to screen for cognitive decline in older adults.  The scoring tables allow
comparison of verbal and nonverbal scores to identify patterns of relative strength or weakness. For
instance,  a  significantly  lower  Nonverbal  score  compared  to  Verbal  score  may  suggest  right-
hemisphere dysfunction. The scoring tables also include age-adjusted norms for older adults, which
is crucial because raw scores naturally decline with age. Without proper age norms, an older adult’s
average performance might appear below average.

LIMITATIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS WHEN USING SCORING TABLES

No assessment tool is perfect, and the KBIT-2 scoring tables have limitations that users must
acknowledge.  Overreliance on the numbers without  considering contextual  factors  can lead to
misinterpretation.
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Cultural and Linguistic Factors
The KBIT-2 is available in English and Spanish, but the scoring tables are derived from English-
speaking norms in the United States. Administering the test to individuals from different cultural or
linguistic  backgrounds may yield scores that  do not  accurately  reflect  their  cognitive abilities.  The
Verbal  Knowledge  subtest,  in  particular,  is  heavily  dependent  on  exposure  to  mainstream
vocabulary  and  cultural  knowledge.  The  scoring  tables  do  not  adjust  for  these  differences,  so

clinicians should interpret scores cautiously and consider using nonverbal-only scores or alternative
assessments when appropriate.

Test-Taker Motivation and Fatigue
Because the KBIT-2 is brief, it is less susceptible to fatigue than longer tests, but motivation and
attention  still  affect  scores.  A  child  who  is  distracted  or  an  older  adult  who  is  anxious  may
underperform,  resulting  in  a  depressed  raw  score


