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INTRODUCTION

Vacation  Bible  School,
or VBS, remains one of
the  most  be loved
traditions  in  churches
across the globe. Each
s u m m e r ,
c o n g r e g a t i o n s
t r a n s f o r m  t h e i r
s a n c t u a r i e s  a n d
c l a s s r o o m s  i n t o
immers ive  wor lds
where  children  learn
a b o u t  f a i t h ,
community,  and God’s
love.  Behind  many  of
the most creative and
i m p a c t f u l  V B S
programs  stands  a
name that has become

synonymous  w i th
innovative  children’s
ministry:  Mary  Kate
Warner Vbs. Whether
you  are  a  seasoned
children’s director or a
volunteer  looking  for
f r e s h  i d e a s ,
understanding  the
contributions  of  Mary
K a t e  W a r n e r  c a n
e leva te  your  VBS
experience. This article
e x p l o r e s  h e r
b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e
principles  behind  her
c u r r i c u l u m ,  k e y
themes,  and  practical
tips  for  implementing
h e r  r e s o u r c e s
effectively.

WHO IS MARY
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KATE WARNER?

Mary Kate Warner is a
respected  wr i ter ,
editor,  and  children’s
ministry  specialist
known for her work in
producing  Vacation
Bible School materials.
With  a  background  in
education and a  deep
passion  for  creative
storytelling,  she  has
helped  shape  VBS
resources that are both
theologically  sound
and  engag ing  f o r
modern  children.  Her
n a m e  i s  o f t e n
associated  with  high-
energy,  Bible-centered
programs that combine
music,  drama,  crafts,
a n d  h a n d s - o n
activities.  The  phrase
Mary  Kate  Warner
Vbs  has  become  a
s e a r c h  t e r m  f o r
churches  seek ing
reliable,  ready-to-use
c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t
resonates  with  kids

from preschool through
elementary grades.

Early
Career
and
Inspiratio
n
Warner’s  journey  into
VBS began in her local
church,  where  she
v o l u n t e e r e d  a s  a
teacher  and  saw  the
power  of  immersive
learning. She earned a
degree  in  elementary
education  and  later
worked  in  publishing,
focusing  on  children’s
faith  formation.  Her
un ique  app roach
blends  educational
best  practices  with
biblical  truth,  making
complex  concepts
accessible  to  young
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minds. Today, her VBS
resources are used by
thousands of churches
worldwide.

CORE PRINCIPLES
OF THE MARY
KATE WARNER VBS
APPROACH

What  makes  Mary
Kate  Warner  Vbs
stand out in a crowded
market?  Several  key
principles  guide  her
curriculum  design:

Biblical Depth
with Age-
Appropriate
Language –
Every lesson is
rooted in
Scripture, but the
language and
activities are
tailored to
children’s
developmental
stages.
Multi-Sensory
Learning – Kids
learn best when

they see, hear,
touch, and move.
Warner’s
materials
incorporate
music, skits,
games, and
crafts that
engage all
senses.
Community and
Family
Connection –
Programs include
take-home
materials and
family events to
extend learning
beyond the
church walls.
Ease of
Implementatio
n – Volunteers
with little
teaching
experience can
lead confidently
because
instructions are
clear and
supplies are
simple.
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POPULAR VBS
THEMES BY MARY
KATE WARNER

Over the years, Warner
h a s  a u t h o r e d  o r
contributed  to  several
VBS themes that have
become  favorites.
While  specific  titles
may vary by publisher,
common  elements
include  adventure,
d i s c o v e r y ,  a n d
relational  faith.  Here
are  some  hal lmark
themes  that  often
appear under the Mary
Kate  Warner  Vbs
umbrella:

“God’s Great1.
Expedition” – A
jungle or safari
theme where
children explore
God’s creation
and learn about
His care through
Bible stories like
Noah and Jonah.
“Breaker Rock2.
Beach” – A

coastal
adventure that
teaches about
standing firm on
the rock of Jesus
Christ. This
theme uses
ocean analogies
and includes
beach games.
“The Incredible3.
Race” – A global
race theme that
emphasizes the
Great
Commission and
diversity in God’s
family. Kids
“travel” to
different
continents each
day.
“Heroes of4.
Faith” – A
decade-themed
program that
highlights biblical
heroes and
encourages kids
to be heroes in
their own
communities.
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Each theme includes a
complete  k i t  w i th
decorations,  music,
craft  instructions,  and
leader  guides,  making
it easy for churches to
adapt to their size and
resources.

The Role
of Music
in Mary
Kate
Warner
VBS
Music is a cornerstone
of Mary Kate Warner
Vbs.  She  collaborates
with children’s worship
art ists  to  produce
catchy, singable songs
that  reinforce  daily
Bible points. The songs
are  des igned  with

s imp le  l y r i c s  and
memorable  melodies
so  children  can  sing
along  even  after  the
program  ends.  Many
churches  find  that
“VBS  mus ic”  f rom
these themes becomes
part  of  their  regular
children’s  worship
rotation.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT MARY
KATE WARNER VBS
FOR YOUR CHURCH

Selecting the best VBS
curr iculum  can  be
overwhelming.  Here
are  practical  steps  to
ensure  your  choice
a l i g n s  w i t h  y o u r
congregation’s needs:

Assess Your
Space and
Budget – Some
themes require
more elaborate
decorations;
others work well
in simple
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settings. Review
the supply lists in
the preview
sample.
Consider Your
Volunteer
Team – Warner’s
materials come
with training
videos and
leader guides
that reduce prep
time. If you have
many new
volunteers,
choose a theme
with more
scripted content.
Match the Age
Range – Most
programs offer
separate tracks
for preschool
(ages 3–5) and
elementary
(grades K–5).
Verify that your
curriculum
includes options
for both.
Look for
Inclusivity –

Mary Kate
Warner Vbs
themes often
include
multicultural
representation
and
accommodations
for children with
disabilities,
which is a
growing priority
for many
churches.

TIPS FOR
MAXIMIZING
IMPACT WITH
MARY KATE
WARNER
RESOURCES

To get the most out of
y o u r  M a r y  K a t e
W a r n e r  V b s
experience,  consider
t h e s e  e x p e r t
recommendations:

Host a1.
Leadership
Training
Session – Before



Mary Kate Warner Vbs 7

7

VBS begins,
gather your team
to watch the
training videos
and walk through
the lesson flow.
This builds
confidence and
unity.
Incorporate2.
Service
Projects – Many
Warner themes
include a mission
component.
Connect with a
local nonprofit or
church partner to
give kids a
hands-on
opportunity to
serve.
Use Social3.
Media to
Generate
Excitement –
Share sneak
peeks of
decorations,
song clips, and
registration links
using the

theme’s official
hashtag. Parents
love seeing their
kids’
involvement.
Plan a Family4.
Night –
Conclude VBS
with a family
celebration
where children
perform songs,
show crafts, and
share what they
learned. This
strengthens the
home-church
connection.
Evaluate and5.
Adapt – After
VBS, survey
volunteers and
parents. Use
feedback to
refine your
approach for the
next year.
Warner’s
publisher often
releases updates
based on user
input.
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THE IMPACT OF
MARY KATE
WARNER VBS ON
CHILDREN’S FAITH

Research  consistently
shows that immersive,
relational  programs
like VBS can positively
affect a child’s spiritual
formation.  The  Mary
Kate  Warner  Vbs
curriculum is designed
not  just  to  entertain
but  to  plant  seeds  of
faith  that  grow  over
time.  Many  churches
report  that  children
who  a t tend  these
programs  are  more
likely  to  participate  in
Sunday  school,  youth
groups,  and  service
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e
combination of fun and
biblical truth creates a
memorable  foundation
t h a t  f a m i l i e s
appreciate.

Testimoni
als from
Children’s
Ministry
Leaders
Pastors and volunteers
frequently  share  how
Warner’s  resources
have transformed their
summer programming.
One children’s director
in  Texas  noted,  “Our
V B S  a t t e n d a n c e
doub led  a f t e r  we
switched  to  a  Mary
Kate  Warner  Vbs
theme.  The  kids  were
so  engaged  that  they
brought  friends,  and
several parents started
at tend ing  church
because of the positive
experience.”  Another
volunteer in Ohio said,
“ T h e  c r a f t s  w e r e
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simple but meaningful.
Every  day  the  kids
c a m e  h o m e  w i t h
something that helped
them  remember  the
Bible story. It made our
fol low-up  so  much
easier.”

COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
MARY KATE
WARNER VBS

Q: Are the materials
available digitally?
Yes,  most  publishers
offer  digital  downloads
fo r  mus ic ,  l eader
g u i d e s ,  a n d
promotional  resources.
Some  themes  also
have  companion  apps
for kids.
Q:  Can  I  customize
the lessons?
Absolutely.  While  the
c u r r i c u l u m  i s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
l e a d e r s  a r e
encouraged  to  adapt
activities  to  fit  their

group’s  s ize,  t ime
constraints,  and  local
context.
Q: Is  prior  teaching
e x p e r i e n c e
required?
No.  The  instructions
a r e  w r i t t e n  f o r
v o l u n t e e r s  o f  a l l
backgrounds.  Each
lesson includes a script
for  the  Bible  story,
sample questions,  and
step-by-step  craft
directions.
Q :  H o w  f a r  i n
advance  should  I
order?
B e c a u s e  p o p u l a r
t h e m e s  s e l l  o u t
quickly,  ordering  at
least  three  to  four
months  before  your
VBS dates is advisable.
Early  ordering  also
gives you time to plan
decorations and recruit
volunteers.

CONCLUSION

Vacation  Bible  School
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remains a powerful tool
f o r  e v a n g e l i s m ,
d isc ip lesh ip ,  and
community  building.
T h e  t h o u g h t f u l ,
creative  work  behind
Mary  Kate  Warner
Vbs  has  equipped
countless  churches  to
deliver  life-changing
e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r
children.  By  focusing
on  b ib l i ca l  t ru th ,
engaging  activities,
and  ease  of  use,  her
cu r r i cu lum  he lps
volunteers  succeed
a n d  k i d s  t h r i v e .

Whether  you  are  a
first-time  VBS
c o o r d i n a t o r  o r  a
veteran  looking  for
f resh  insp i rat ion,
exploring  the  themes
a n d  p r i n c i p l e s
associated  with  Mary
Kate  Warner  can  lead
to  a  summer  your
church  w i l l  never
forget.  Start  planning
early,  involve  your
team,  and  watch  God
work  th rough  the
simple  yet  profound
act of telling His stories
to the next generation.


