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WHY READING
JEFFREY ARCHER
NOVELS IN ORDER
MATTERS

Sir Jeffrey Archer is one
of the most celebrated
storytellers of our time,
with a career spanning
more than four
decades. His books
have sold over 330
million copies
worldwide, and he
remains the only
author ever to have
topped the bestseller
lists for fiction, short
stories, and non-fiction.
For those new to his

work, knowing the
Jeffrey Archer novels
in order is essential.
His stories often weave
together across
generations, with
characters reappearing
in later books and
plotlines that build on
earlier events. Reading
his novels sequentially
allows you to
experience the full
depth of his narrative
architecture, catch
subtle references, and
appreciate how his
writing style has
evolved over the years.

Whether you are a
longtime fan looking to
fill  gaps in your
collection or a
newcomer eager to


https://app.ardentx.com/

dive into one of
literature's most
gripping universes, this
guide will walk you
through every major
work. From the epic
Kane and Abel saga to
the intricate Clifton
Chronicles and the
compelling William
Warwick series,
understanding the
order of Jeffrey
Archer books will
enhance your reading
experience and ensure
you never miss a
crucial plot point.

THE BEST
STARTING POINT:
THE CLIFTON
CHRONICLES

Many readers
recommend beginning
with The Clifton
Chronicles if you are
looking for a structured
entry point. This five-
novel series traces the
lives of Harry Clifton
and Giles Barrington,

two men from vastly
different backgrounds
whose fates become
intertwined. Published
between 2011 and
2016, the series
showcases Archer's
masterful ability to
blend family drama
with historical events.

The
Clifton
Chronicle
S in
Reading
Order

e Only Time Will
Tell (2011) - The
series opens in
1920 with Harry
Clifton, a young
dock worker's
son who wins a
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scholarship to a
prestigious
school. The novel
sets the stage for
a mystery
involving his
father's death
and the secrets
that will ripple
through
generations.
The Sins of the
Father (2012) -
Harry is
presumed dead
after World War
I, but he is
actually alive,
trying to uncover
the truth about
his past while
facing new
dangers.
Meanwhile, his
friend Giles
Barrington
navigates politics
and family
expectations.
Best Kept
Secret (2013) -
The third

installment
follows Harry and
Giles through the
1960s, as they
build careers and
face personal
betrayals.
Secrets from
earlier novels
begin to surface,
reshaping
everything the
characters
thought they
knew.

* Be Careful
What You Wish
For (2014) - The
1970s bring new
challenges for
the Clifton and
Barrington
families. A tragic
accident and a
bitter rivalry
threaten to
destroy
everything they
have built.

e Mightier Than
the Sword
(2015) - The



climax of the
series, spanning
the 1980s and
1990s, resolves
long-standing
mysteries and
brings the
generational
sagatoa
satisfying
conclusion.
Archer ties
together every
thread with
precision.

Reading the Clifton

Chronicles in this
sequence reveals
Archer's skill at

planting clues early
that pay off books
later. The Jeffrey
Archer novels in
order within this series
demonstrate why he is
considered a master of
the slow-burn reveal.

THE KANE AND
ABEL UNIVERSE

For many readers,

Kane and Abel remains

Jeffrey Archer's
defining achievement.
This trilogy (often

grouped with a fourth
related novel) explores
the lifelong rivalry
between William Lowell
Kane, a Boston banker,
and Abel Rosnovski, a
Polish immigrant who
builds a hotel empire.
The chronological

order of Jeffrey
Archer novels in this
universe is

straightforward, but
there is an important
nuance regarding the
prequel.

Kane and
Abel
Series
Order

1. Kane and Abel
(1979) - The
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flagship novel
follows both men
from their births
in the early
1900s through
decades of
conflict,
ambition, and
revenge. It is
widely
considered one
of the greatest
novels of the
20th century.

. The Prodigal
Daughter
(1982) - This
sequel focuses
on Florentyna
Rosnovski, Abel's
daughter, as she
pursues a
political career
and a romance
with Richard
Kane, the son of
her father's
nemesis. The
novel spans from
the 1940s to the
1980s.

3. Shall We Tell

the President?
(1977) - This
novel was
actually written
before Kane and
Abel, but it is set
after the events
of The Prodigal
Daughter. It
follows
Florentyna as
President of the
United States
facing an
assassination
plot. Read it last
for continuity.

. This Was a Man

(2016) - While
technically part
of the Clifton
Chronicles, this
novel features
crossover
characters and
ties the two
universes
together. It is
often included in
discussions of
the Kane and
Abel world



because it brings
closure to certain
plotlines.

Understanding the
order of Jeffrey
Archer books in this
series prevents
confusion about
timelines. Many
readers mistakenly
start with Shall We Tell
the President? because
it was published first,
but the internal
chronology works
better when read as
listed above.

THE WILLIAM
WARWICK SERIES:
ARCHER'S LATEST
MASTERPIECE

Jeffrey Archer began
the William Warwick
series later in his
career, but it has
quickly become a fan
favorite. The series
follows the career of
Detective William
Warwick, from his early

days as a constable to
his rise through the
ranks of London's
Metropolitan Police.
The books are set in
the same universe as
the Clifton Chronicles,
with overlapping
characters and events,
making the Jeffrey
Archer novels in
order across series
especially rewarding.

William

Warwick
Series in
Reading
Order

e Nothing
Ventured
(2019) -
Introduces
William Warwick
as a young

6 Jeffrey Archer Novels In Order 2023-11-12



Jeffrey Archer Novels In Order

detective
determined to
prove himself.
The novel covers
his first major
case involving a
stolen
Rembrandt
painting and his
growing
relationship with
art curator Beth
Rainsford.
Hidden in Plain
Sight (2020) -
William is
promoted to
Detective
Sergeant and
takes on a
dangerous drug
cartel.
Meanwhile, his
personal life
becomes
complicated
when Beth
uncovers secrets
about her own
family.

Turn a Blind
Eye (2021) -

William faces his
toughest
challenge yet: a
corruption
scandal within
the police force.
The novel
explores loyalty,
betrayal, and the
high cost of
justice.

Over My Dead
Body (2022) -
The fourth
installment sees
William
investigating a
series of murders
with international
implications. The
plot weaves in
characters from
previous Archer
novels,
rewarding
longtime
readers.

Next in Line
(2023) - William
is now a
Detective Chief
Inspector,



dealing with
threats against
the royal family.
The novel ties
directly into
events from the
Clifton
Chronicles,
making it
essential to have
read that series
first.

e Traitors Gate
(2024) - The
most recent
entry in the
series, this novel
follows William
as he uncovers a
plot to steal the
Crown Jewels. It
continues
Archer's tradition
of blending
history with
fiction.

For those keeping track
of the chronological
order of Jeffrey
Archer novels, the
William Warwick series
should be read after

the Clifton Chronicles,
since several
characters and
references carry over.
This is a prime
example of why
reading his books in
sequence matters.

STANDALONE
NOVELS WORTH
READING

Not  every Jeffrey
Archer novel belongs
to a series. Several of
his most famous works
are standalone
masterpieces that
showcase his
storytelling range.
While the order of
Jeffrey Archer books
in this category is less
strict, reading them in
publication order can
reveal his stylistic
development.
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Notable

Standalo
ne Novels

N

Publicatio

n Order

* Not a Penny

More, Not a
Penny Less
(1976) - Archer's
debut novel, a
heist story about
four men who
con a fraudulent
financier out of a
million dollars. It
remains a fan
favorite for its
clever plotting.
First Among
Equals (1984) -
Follows the
careers of four

British politicians
vying to become
Prime Minister.
Archer's own
experience in
politics lends
authenticity to
the story.

A Matter of
Honor (1986) -
A thriller about a
young man who
inherits a
priceless icon
from his father,
leading him into
a race against
the KGB and the
CIA.

As the Crow
Flies (1991) - A
family saga set
in the world of
London
department
stores, spanning
from the 1890s
to the 1980s. It is
one of Archer's
most emotionally
resonant novels.

e Honour Among



Thieves (1993) -
A fast-paced
caper about a
plot to steal the
Declaration of
Independence. It
combines
historical fact
with Archer's
trademark twists.
The Eleventh
Commandment
(1998) - A Cold
War thriller about
a CIA assassin
who goes rogue.
The novel is
notable for its
complex moral
questions.

Sons of
Fortune (2002)
- Twin brothers
separated at
birth take
different paths in
life, one
becoming a
politician and the
other a lawyer.
Their paths
eventually collide
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in a dramatic
courtroom scene.
False
Impression
(2005) - Set in
the art world,
this thriller
follows a young
woman who
must recover a
stolen Van Gogh
painting before
the 9/11 attacks
are forgotten. It
was written
during Archer's
time in prison.
The Gospel
According to
Judas (2007) -
Co-written with
theologian
Francis .
Moloney, this
novel reimagines
the story of Judas
Iscariot from a
fresh
perspective. It is
a departure from
Archer's usual
style but shows
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his versatility.
e A Prisoner of
Birth (2008) - A
modern retelling
of The Count of
Monte Cristo, set
in London. The
novel was
inspired by
Archer's own
experience of
wrongful
imprisonment.
Paths of Glory
(2009) - Based
on the true story
of George
Mallory, the
mountaineer who
may have been
the first to reach
the summit of
Everest in 1924.
It explores
ambition and
obsession.

Each of these novels
can be read
independently, but
readers who follow the
Jeffrey Archer novels
in order of original
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publication will notice
recurring themes and a
gradual honing of his
craft.

SHORT STORY
COLLECTIONS

Jeffrey Archer is also a
master of the short
story form. His
collections often
contain twenty or more
tales, each with a
clever twist ending.
While they are not
essential to the
overarching narratives
of his series, they offer
insight into his
storytelling techniques.
The order of Jeffrey
Archer books in this
category is flexible, but
publication order
allows you to see his
evolution as a writer.

Short



Story

Collect

S in

three volumes.
e To Cut a Long
, Story Short
tigmeoo
Cat O' Nine
Tales (2006) -
Many of these
« stories were

PU b I icat| @ritten during

n Order

¢ A Quiver Full of
Arrows (1980)

¢ A Twist in the
Tale (1988)

* Twelve Red
Herrings (1994)

e The Collected
Short Stories
(1997) - This
omnibus collects
the previous

Archer's
imprisonment.

e And Thereby
Hangs a Tale
(2010)

e Tell Tale (2017)

For readers who prefer
shorter commitments,
these collections are
an excellent way to
sample Archer's style
before tackling his
longer works
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