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INTRODUCTION: YOUR PATH TO
TAX EXPERTISE THROUGH THE
PROMETRIC ENROLLED AGENT
EXAM

Becoming an Enrolled Agent (EA) is one
of the most respected achievements in
the tax profession. As the only federally
licensed  tax  practitioner  authorized  to
represent taxpayers before the Internal
Revenue Service, an EA holds a badge of
trust and technical mastery. But before

you  can  add  those  three  letters  after
your  name,  you  mus t  pass  the
Prometric  Enrolled  Agent  Exam,
officially  known  as  the  Special
Enro l lment  Examinat ion  (SEE) .
Administered by Prometric on behalf of
the IRS, this computer-based exam is the
gateway  to  a  career  filled  with
opportunity,  flexibility,  and  authority.
Whether you are a seasoned accountant
looking to specialize or a career changer
seeking  a  stable,  rewarding  field,
understanding the ins  and outs  of  the
Prometric  Enrolled  Agent  Exam  is
essential.  This  article  provides  a
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thorough walkthrough—from registration
to test day to life after passing—so you
can approach your exam with confidence
and clarity.

WHAT IS THE ENROLLED AGENT
CREDENTIAL?

An Enrolled Agent is a tax professional
who  has  demonstrated  comprehensive
knowledge of  federal  tax  law and has
been granted the right to represent any
taxpayer before the IRS. Unlike Certified
Public Accountants (CPAs) or attorneys,
EAs  are  not  limited  to  a  specific  state
jurisdiction;  their  representation  rights
apply  nationwide.  This  makes  the  EA
credential  especially  valuable  for
professionals  who  serve  clients  across
state  l ines  or  who  work  in  virtual
practices.  The  credential  is  earned  by

passing  all  three  parts  of  the  Special
Enrollment  Examination,  which  is
delivered  exclusively  by  Prometric,  a
leading global testing organization.

Why Choose the
EA Path?
The  demand  for  qualified  tax
representation continues to grow. With
increasing IRS audits, complex tax code
changes,  and a wave of  baby boomer
retirees needing tax guidance, EAs enjoy
strong  job  secur ity  and  earning
potential. Moreover, the EA credential is
recognized  by  the  IRS  as  the  highest
designation  available  short  of  a  law
degree.  Passing  the  Prometric
Enrolled  Agent  Exam  not  only
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validates your expertise but also opens
doors  to  roles  in  accounting  firms,
corporate tax departments, government
agencies, and solo practice. The journey
is  challenging,  but  the  rewards  are
substantial.

UNDERSTANDING THE
PROMETRIC TESTING EXPERIENCE

Prometric  is  the  official  testing
administrator  for  more  than  50
certification  and  licensing  programs
worldwide,  including  the  IRS  Special
Enrollment  Examination.  With  testing
centers in hundreds of locations across
the  United  States  and  internationally,
Prometric  provides  a  standardized,
secure environment for  exam delivery.
You  will  take  the  Prometric  Enrolled
Agent  Exam  on  a  computer  at  a

designated  test ing  center .  The
experience  is  designed  to  be  fair,
efficient,  and  accessible.

Where Can You
Take the Exam?
Prometric  operates  testing  centers  in
every  U.S.  state,  as  well  as  in  select
international locations. To schedule your
exam,  you  must  first  obtain  a  testing
authorization from the IRS by submitting
Form 2587  and  receiving  your  unique
identification number. Then you can visit
the Prometric website, log in, and select
a nearby center and an available date.
Popular  locations  fill  quickly,  especially
during  peak  seasons  (tax  season  and
summer), so it is wise to schedule early.
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Prometric  also  offers  accommodations
for individuals with disabilities, provided
advance notice and documentation are
submitted.

Computer-Based
Testing
Environment
On test day, you will be placed in a quiet
cubicle  with  a  computer  monitor,
keyboard,  and  mouse.  The  exam  is
entirely  multiple-choice,  with  four
answer  options per  question.  A  simple
on-screen  calculator  is  provided  for
calculations.  You  are  not  permitted  to
bring your own calculator, notes, books,

or electronic devices. The Prometric staff
will  guide  you  through  a  check-in
process  that  inc ludes  ident i ty
verification,  palm  vein  scanning  or
signature capture, and a secure storage
area  for  personal  belongings.  The
environment is controlled and monitored
to maintain exam integrity.

EXAM STRUCTURE AND CONTENT
OF THE PROMETRIC ENROLLED
AGENT EXAM

The  Special  Enrollment  Examination  is
divided into three distinct parts. You can
take them in any order, and you do not
need to pass all three on the same day.
However, you must pass all three parts
within a rolling two-year period to earn
the EA credential. Each part is two and a
half  hours  long  and  contains  100
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multiple-choice  questions.  The  passing
score is 105 out of 130 (approximately
80%  correct).  Let's  break  down  each
part.

Part 1:
Individuals
This  section covers  federal  taxation of
individual  taxpayers.  Topics  include
gross  income,  adjustments,  deductions
(both  standard  and  itemized),  credits,
tax  computations,  filing  status,
dependency exemptions, and retirement
contributions.  You  will  also  encounter
questions  on  capital  gains  and  losses,
rental income, and passive activity rules.
A  strong  grasp  of  Form 1040  and  its
schedules is essential. Many test-takers

find  Part  1  the  most  familiar  because  it
a l igns  c losely  with  common  tax
preparation  work.  Still,  the  Prometric
Enrolled  Agent  Exam  adds  complexity
with  multi-step  scenarios  that  require
careful analysis.

Part 2:
Businesses
Part  2  addresses  taxation  of  business
ent i t ies :  so le  propr ietorsh ips ,
partnerships,  C  corporat ions,  S
corporations,  and  limited  liability
companies. Key topics include business
income  and  deductions,  cost  recovery
(depreciation,  amortization,  depletion),
inventory methods, business credits, and
tax  accounting  periods  and  methods.
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Additionally, you must know the rules for
employee  benefits,  deferred
compensation,  and  qualified  retirement
plans. This part also covers estate and
g i f t  t a x ,  t r u s t s ,  a n d  e x e m p t
organizations—though those appear less
frequently. Business entity selection and
the tax implications of each structure are
recurring themes.

Part 3:
Representation,
Procedures, and

Ethics
Part  3  is  the  most  unique  to  the  EA
exam.  It  focuses  on  IRS  procedures,
taxpayer  representa t ion ,  and
professional  ethics.  Topics  include  the
IRS organizational  structure,  statute  of
limitations,  assessment  and  collection
processes,  appeals,  and  litigation.  You
will  need  to  understand  the  rules  of
practice  before  the  IRS,  including
Circular  230 (the ethical  guidelines for
tax  practit ioners),  penalt ies  for
preparers,  and  best  practices  for
representing  clients  during  audits  and
appeals.  This  section  also  tests  your
knowledge of tax research sources and
communication  strategies.  Many  test-
takers  consider  Part  3  the  most
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challenging because it demands not just
tax law knowledge but also a practical
understanding  of  how to  navigate  the
IRS system.

EFFECTIVE PREPARATION
STRATEGIES FOR THE
PROMETRIC ENROLLED AGENT
EXAM

Passing  the  Prometric  Enrolled  Agent
Exam  requires  dedicated  study.  The
exam  is  not  open  book,  and  the
questions  are  designed  to  test  deep
understanding  rather  than  rote
memorizat ion.  Here  are  proven
strategies  to  increase your  chances of
success.

Choose the Right
Study Materials
Invest in a reputable EA review course.
Providers  like  Surgent,  Gleim,  Fast
F o r w a r d  A c a d e m y ,  a n d  H o c k
International  offer  comprehensive
materials that include textbooks,  video
lectures,  practice  questions,  and
simulated exams. Look for courses that
specifically  mention  alignment  with  the
Prometric  computer-based  testing
format.  Many  courses  also  offer  mobile
apps  for  on-the-go  study.  Additionally,
t he  IRS  pub l i shes  t he  I RS  Tax
Practitioner Exam Content Outline, which
details  the  weight  of  each  topic  area.
Use this as your blueprint.
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Take Numerous
Practice Exams
The  best  way  to  prepare  for  the
Prometric  Enrolled  Agent  Exam  is  to
simulate the real test environment. Take
full-length practice exams under timed
conditions. Review every question, even
the  ones  you  answered  correctly,  to
reinforce concepts.  Pay close attention
to the explanations for both correct and
incorrect answers. Practice exams help
you  identify  weak  areas  and  build
stamina  for  the  two-and-a-half-hour
session.

Focus on High-
Weight Topics
Not all topics are created equal. For Part
1,  put  extra  effort  into  individual
deductions,  credits,  and  income
inclusions.  For  Part  2,  business  entity
selection  and  depreciation  calculations
are heavily tested. For Part 3,  Circular
230 ethics and the IRS collection process
appear  frequently.  Use  the  official
content  outline  to  allocate  your  study
time proportionally. Don't spend weeks
on obscure topics that count for only 1%
of the exam.
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Join Study
Groups or Forum

Discussions
Engaging  with  other  candidates  can
clarify  confusing  concepts  and  provide
moral support. Online communities such
as the "Enrolled Agent Exam" subreddit
or EA Facebook groups are active and
helpful. Explaining a tax rule to someone
else is one of the best ways to solidify
your own understanding.

REGISTRATION AND SCHEDULING
DETAILS

Getting  registered  for  the  Prometric

Enrolled  Agent  Exam  involves  several
steps. Here is a clear roadmap.

Obtain a PTIN: You must have a1.
valid Preparer Tax Identification
Number (PTIN) from the IRS. You
can apply online at the IRS
website.
Submit Form 2587: This2.
application for the Special
Enrollment Examination requires
your PTIN, personal information,
and payment of a nonrefundable
fee (currently $73 per part, but
check the IRS website for
updates).
Receive your Exam ID: After3.
processing, the IRS will send you a
unique 12-digit identification
number via mail (allow up to 6
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weeks).
Schedule with Prometric: Using4.
your Exam ID, log in to the
Prometric website or call their
scheduling hotline. Select your
desired exam part(s), location, and
date. You must schedule within
four months of receiving your
Exam ID.
Pay the testing fee: Prometric5.
charges an additional fee (around
$115 per part) at the time of
scheduling. This fee is separate
from the IRS application fee.

You may reschedule or cancel up to 30
days  before  your  appointment  without
penalty; after that, you may forfeit the
fee.  Special  accommodations  require
additional documentation and should be

requested at least six weeks in advance.

TEST DAY TIPS FOR THE
PROMETRIC ENROLLED AGENT
EXAM

When the big day arrives, you want to
min imize  s t ress  and  max imize
performance. Follow these practical tips.

Arrive Early: Prometric
recommends arriving 30 minutes
before your scheduled time. Late
arrivals may not be admitted and
will forfeit the fee.
Bring Valid Identification: You
need two forms of ID, one of which
must be a government-issued
photo ID (driver's license,
passport). The name on your ID
must exactly match the name you
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used on your IRS application.
Dress Comfortably: Testing
centers can be cool, so bring a
sweater. You cannot access your
personal items during the exam,
so leave valuables at home.
Use the Break Wisely: The exam
does not have a scheduled break,
but you can request a restroom
break. The timer continues
running. Use breaks only if
necessary.
Manage Your Time: With 100
questions in 150 minutes, you
have 1.5 minutes per question on
average. Mark difficult questions
and return to them if time
remains. Do not spend too long on
any single item.
Stay Calm and Confident: You

have prepared. Read each
question carefully; the Prometric
Enrolled Agent Exam often
includes distractors that look
correct but contain subtle
misstatements. Trust your training.

AFTER THE EXAM: SCORING,
RETAKES, AND NEXT STEPS

Immediately  after  finishing  a  section,
you will receive an unofficial score report
on the computer screen. Prometric also
provides  a  printed score  report  before
you  leave.  A  passing  score  of  105  or
higher means you have passed that part.
If you fail, you can retake that part after
30 days. There is no limit to the number
of retakes within the two-year window,
but you must pay the IRS application fee
and  Prometric  testing  fee  each  time.
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Keep  in  mind  that  you  must  pass  all
three parts within two years; otherwise,
passed parts expire and you must retake
them.

Obtaining the EA

Credential
Once you have passed all  three parts,
the  IRS  will  automatically  issue  your
Enrolled  Agent  credential.  You  will
rece ive  a  welcome  let ter  and  a
certificate.  After  that,  you  must  renew
your  EA


