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YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO UNLOCKING EVERY CHARACTER IN MARIO KART WII

Few games capture the chaotic, joyful spirit of local multiplayer quite like Mario Kart Wii. Released
in 2008, this beloved Nintendo title remains a favorite for its tight controls, inventive track design,
and, of course, its colorful roster of racers. While some characters are available from the moment
you start the engine, a significant portion of the roster is locked away, waiting to be earned through
specific  achievements  and  dedicated  play.  If  you  have  ever  wondered  exactly  how  to  unlock
characters in Mario Kart Wii, you have come to the right place. This guide will walk you through
every hidden racer, providing clear, actionable steps so you can fill out your character select screen
and find your perfect kart combination.
Unlocking these characters adds a layer of replayability to the game, encouraging you to master
different modes and track configurations. Whether you are aiming to dominate with the heavyweight
power of Funky Kong or the elegant drifting of Rosalina, understanding the unlock requirements is
your first pit stop on the road to victory. Let us dive into the specifics and get those secret racers
onto the starting grid.

WHY BOTHER UNLOCKING CHARACTERS?

Before  we  get  into  the  specifics  of  how  to  unlock  characters  in  Mario  Kart  Wii,  it  is  worth
understanding what each character brings to the table. Mario Kart Wii  features a weight class
system  that  directly  affects  gameplay.  Characters  are  divided  into  three  main  categories:  Small,
Medium, and Large. Your choice of character, combined with your choice of kart, bike, or quad,
determines your acceleration, speed, handling, and drift style. Unlocking every character gives you
access to  the full  strategic  depth of  the game,  allowing you to experiment with different  builds  to
suit your personal driving style or the demands of a particular Grand Prix.

THE STARTING ROSTER VS. THE HIDDEN ROSTER

When  you  first  start  Mario  Kart  Wii,  the  character  select  screen  is  a  little  sparse.  You  are  given
access  to  a  standard  set  of  fan  favorites:

Mario (Medium)
Luigi (Medium)
Peach (Medium)
Yoshi (Medium)
Bowser (Large)
Donkey Kong (Large)
Wario (Large)
Daisy (Small)
Koopa Troopa (Small)
Toad (Small)

That is a solid ten characters to get you started. However, there are an additional twelve characters
to unlock, including a few surprises. These unlockable characters are obtained primarily by placing
in the top three of specific cups, by accumulating a certain number of races, or by performing well in
Time Trials.

UNLOCKING CHARACTERS THROUGH GRAND PRIX VICTORY

The primary method for unlocking the core hidden characters is completing cups in the Grand Prix
mode. The game features eight cups: four in the 50cc engine class, and four in the 100cc and 150cc
classes. Earning a trophy (1st, 2nd, or 3rd place overall) in specific cups will add new racers to your
roster almost immediately.

Baby Daisy
How to unlock: Win the 50cc Flower Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Small
Baby Daisy is the first hidden character you are likely to unlock. She offers the same stats as Baby
Peach, making her a great choice for players who prioritize acceleration over top speed. She is
particularly useful on technical tracks with many tight turns and obstacles.

Baby Luigi
How to unlock: Win the 50cc Star Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Small
Baby Luigi is the counterpart to Baby Mario and shares a similar stat distribution. Like Baby Daisy,
he is a lightweight character, which means he accelerates quickly and handles well but is vulnerable
to being knocked around by larger racers. Unlocking him early gives you another excellent option for
50cc and 100cc races.

Dry Bones
How to unlock: Win the 100cc Leaf Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Small
Dry Bones is a fan-favorite small character with a distinct skeletal appearance. He is a lightweight
racer and performs almost identically to Koopa Troopa. His small hitbox makes him harder to hit
with items like Green Shells and Bob-ombs. He is a solid choice for players who prefer a defensive
playstyle.

Waluigi
How to unlock: Win the 100cc Banana Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Medium
Waluigi  is  a  medium-weight  character  who  offers  a  balanced  set  of  stats.  He  is  often  chosen  by
players  who  find  the  small  characters  too  fragile  but  the  large  characters  too  slow  to  accelerate.

Waluigi pairs well with standard karts and bikes, giving you a dependable option for any track.

King Boo
How to unlock: Win the 100cc Star Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Large
King Boo is a larger character with good top speed but slower acceleration. His spectral theme
makes him a crowd favorite, and his stat line is comparable to Luigi, meaning he sits between the
medium and heavyweight classes. You will find him very effective on straight, fast tracks where you
can maintain momentum.

Rosalina
How to unlock: Win the 150cc Star Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Large
Rosalina is one of the most sought-after characters in the game. She is a heavyweight racer with
excellent top speed and is often the character of choice for advanced players. Note that if you have
a  save  file  from  Super  Mario  Galaxy  on  your  Wii  console,  Rosalina  is  unlocked  from  the  very
beginning, giving you a huge early advantage. Otherwise, you will need to conquer the 150cc Star
Cup.

Funky Kong
How to unlock: Win the 150cc Banana Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Large
Funky Kong is a powerhouse. He is the heaviest character in the game, tied with Bowser and Wario.
However, his stat distribution is slightly better in the handling department. Funky Kong, when paired
with the Flame Runner bike, is widely considered the most competitive meta combination in Mario
Kart Wii. Unlocking him gives you access to the fastest possible build in the game.

Dry Bowser
How to unlock: Win the 150cc Leaf Cup by earning a trophy (top three).
Weight Class: Large
Dry Bowser is the skeletal version of Bowser. He is unlocked by completing the 150cc Leaf Cup. He
shares the exact same stats as Bowser and Funky Kong, making him another excellent heavyweight
choice. If you are a fan of the large characters, unlocking Dry Bowser gives you one more formidable
option for competitive play.

UNLOCKING THE MII OUTFITS

In addition to the standard characters, Mario Kart Wii allows you to race as your Mii. However, you
start with only a basic jumpsuit outfit. There are two additional outfits to unlock.

Mii Outfit A (Standard Outfit B)
How to unlock: Win 10 races in any mode (Grand Prix, Time Trial, VS, or Battle).
Weight Class: Variable (depends on your Mii's build)
This  is  a  simple  unlock  that  rewards  you for  simply  playing the  game.  Once you have finished 10
races, your Mii will gain access to a second outfit. The Mii's weight class is determined by the height
and weight settings you chose when creating it on the Wii Menu. A tall, heavy Mii behaves like a
large character, while a short, light Mii behaves like a small character.

Mii Outfit B (Outfit C)
How to unlock: Win 30 races in any mode.
Weight Class: Variable
The third and final Mii outfit is unlocked after you have accumulated 30 race wins. This provides the
most customization for your Mii racer. It is a great goal to work toward after you have unlocked all
the characters through Grand Prix victories.

UNLOCKING CHARACTERS THROUGH TIME TRIALS (GHOST DATA)

There is one more unlockable character, and it is obtained through a slightly different method than
the others. You can unlock a special character by competing against the game's staff ghosts in Time
Trial mode.

Unlocking the Expert Staff Ghosts
How to unlock:  Beat all  32 staff ghost times on every track in Time Trial  mode. This unlocks the
Expert Staff Ghost data.
Reward: While this does not unlock a playable character in the traditional sense, it does unlock the
ability  to race against  expert-level  ghosts.  This  is  a challenge for  completionists  and top-level
players who want to test their skills to the limit.

TIPS FOR UNLOCKING CHARACTERS FASTER

If you are eager to get through the unlock process quickly, here are some strategic tips to keep in
mind:

Start with 50cc: Begin by working through the 50cc cups. They are easier and will quickly
unlock Baby Daisy and Baby Luigi. This builds your momentum.
Master the Inside Drift: Bikes in Mario Kart Wii have either inside drift or outside drift.
Inside-drifting bikes (like the Mach Bike or Flame Runner) allow for tighter turns. Learning to
use an inside-drifting bike can give you a significant edge in Grand Prix mode, especially on
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higher engine classes.
Use a Heavy Character for 150cc: On 150cc, the AI racers are fast and aggressive. Using a
medium or heavy character helps you maintain speed and resist being pushed around.
Rosalina, Funky Kong, and Dry Bowser are excellent choices once you unlock them.
Focus on First Place: To win a cup, you need consistent high placements. Do not take
unnecessary risks. Aim for first place in each race, but if you fall behind, prioritize finishing in
the top three to keep your overall cup standing strong.
Practice Item Management: Holding a defensive item (like a shell or banana) behind your
kart can protect you from red shells. This is crucial on 100cc and 150cc where item spam
increases dramatically.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

When trying to figure out how to unlock characters in Mario Kart Wii, many players make a few
common errors that slow down their progress:

Ignoring the Trophy Requirement: You do not need to get first place in every single race.

You just need enough points across the four races of a cup to finish in the top three overall. A
1st, 1st, 2nd, and 5th place finish might still win you the cup.
Playing Only Battle Mode: Battle Mode races do not count toward unlocking the main
characters. You must play Grand Prix mode for the cup-specific unlocks.
Forgetting to Save: Mario Kart Wii autosaves after you complete a cup, but if you turn off
the console mid-race or during a menu transition, you risk losing progress. Let the game save
properly before shutting down.

THE REWARD OF A FULL ROSTER

Once you have unlocked every character, you will have 24 playable racers to choose from. Each
character fits into a specific weight class, and understanding these classes is key to mastering the
game. A full roster allows you to experiment with different combinations of character, vehicle, and
drift style. You might discover that you love using a lightweight character on a fast kart for quick
acceleration, or that you dominate with a heavyweight on a stable bike for raw speed.
The process of unlocking these characters is designed to be a natural progression through the
game's content. By


