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HONORING A
LEGACY: THE
SACRED
TRADITION OF
BLACK BAPTIST
CHURCH FUNERAL
RESOLUTIONS

In the rich tapestry of
A f r i can  Amer ican
re l ig ious  l i fe ,  few
tradit ions  carry  as
much  weight,  dignity,
a n d  c o m m u n a l
meaning as the Black
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
Funeral  Resolution.
This  deeply  rooted
practice  is  far  more
t h a n  a  s i m p l e

document  read  aloud
at a memorial service.
It  is  a  formal,  often
elaborate,  written
tribute  that  captures
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a
departed  loved  one's
life,  faith,  and  service
to both the church and
t h e  b r o a d e r
c o m m u n i t y .  F o r
generations,  these
reso lu t i ons  have
served  as  a  vital  tool
for  grief,  celebration,
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l
preservation  within
B l a c k  B a p t i s t
congregations  across
the  United  States.
Understanding  the
significance  of  a  Black
Baptist Church Funeral
Resolution  requires
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looking  beyond  the
words on the page to
s e e  t h e  c u l t u r a l ,
spiritual,  and  social
forces that shape it. It
is  a  unique  blend  of
African  American  oral
tradition,  Christian
theology,  and  formal
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
procedure.  This  article
explores  the  history,
structure,  meaning,
a n d  e n d u r i n g
relevance  of  these
powerful  documents,
offering  a
comprehensive look at
a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t
continues  to  comfort
families and honor the
faithful.

THE HISTORICAL
ROOTS OF THE
FUNERAL
RESOLUTION IN
THE BLACK
CHURCH

The  tradition  of  the
funeral  resolution  did

n o t  e m e r g e  i n  a
vacuum. Its origins can
be traced back to the
earliest  days  of  the
B l a c k  c h u r c h  i n
America,  during  and
after the era of slavery.
In a time when formal
records  of  Afr ican
American  lives  were
o f t e n  i g n o r e d  o r
des t royed  by  the
dominant  society,  the
church  became  the
central  institution  for
document ing  and
celebrating Black life.
During  the  late  19th
a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h
centuries,  as  Black
Baptist  churches  grew
i n  n u m b e r  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y
developed  formal
p r o t o c o l s  f o r
conducting  church
business. Among these
protoco ls  was  the
practice  of  passing
resolutions  to  honor
members  who  had
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passed  away.  This
practice was influenced
b y  b o t h  t h e
p a r l i a m e n t a r y
procedures  used  in
Baptist  associational
l i f e  and  the  deep
A f r i c a n  c u l t u r a l
emphasis  on  honoring
ancestors.  The  Black
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
Funeral  Resolution
b e c a m e  a  w a y  t o
publicly  affirm  that  a
pe r son ' s  l i f e  had
meaning and that their
contributions would not
be forgotten.

The Role
of the
Deacon
Board

and the
Pastor
Tradi t ional ly ,  the
respons ib i l i ty  for
draf t ing  a  funera l
resolution  falls  to  the
deacon  board,  often
w o r k i n g  i n  c l o s e
consultation  with  the
pastor  and  the  family
of  the  deceased.  The
deacons, who serve as
s p i r i t u a l  a n d
administrative  leaders
in  the  church,  are
tasked  with  gathering
information  about  the
departed  member’s
l i fe .  This  involves
speaking  with  family
members,  reviewing
t h e  c h u r c h ' s
membership  records,
and  reca l l i ng  the
individual’s  years  of
faithful  service.  The
p a s t o r  t y p i c a l l y
oversees  the  process
t o  e n s u r e  t h e
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r e s o l u t i o n  i s
theologically  sound
and  appropr iately
honors  the  deceased.
Once  draf ted,  the
resolution  is  formally
presented at a church
business  meeting,
where  it  is  voted  on
and  adopted  as  an
official  statement  of
the  congregation.

THE ESSENTIAL
COMPONENTS OF
A BLACK BAPTIST
CHURCH FUNERAL
RESOLUTION

While  every resolution
i s  u n i q u e  t o  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  b e i n g
honored, most follow a
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d
s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s
structure  provides  a
sense  of  order  and
solemnity,  guiding the
r e a d e r  a n d  t h e
congregation through a
meaningful  reflection
on  the  l ife  that  has
b e e n  l i v e d .

Understanding  these
components  helps
explain why the Black
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
Funeral Resolution is
such  a  powerful  and
effective  form  of
tribute.

The
Heading
and
Opening
Preamble
The resolution typically
begins  with  the  full
name of the church, its
location, and the date.
This  is  followed  by  a
formal  heading  that
often reads something
like,  "Resolution  of
R e s p e c t  f o r  O u r
Beloved Sister [Name]"
or  "A  Tribute  of  Love
for  Deacon  [Name]."
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The  preamble  then
s e t s  t h e  s t a g e ,
acknowledging  the
sovereignty  of  God  in
all  matters of  life and
death.  It  may  include
scripture  verses  such
as  Psa lm  23 ,  John
14:1-3, or 2 Corinthians
5:8, which speak to the
Chr i s t ian  hope  o f
e te rna l  l i f e .  Th i s
section  establishes
that  the  church  is
meeting  not  just  to
mourn,  but  to  affirm
faith in God's ultimate
plan.

The
"Whereas
" Clauses:
The Heart

of the
Testimon
y
T h e  c o r e  o f  a n y
resolution is the series
of  "Whereas"  clauses.
These  are  the  most
personal  and  detailed
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e
d o c u m e n t .  E a c h
"Whereas"  c lause
begins  with  the  word
"Whereas"  and  i s
f o l l o w e d  b y  a
statement  about  the
deceased.  Collectively,
these  clauses  paint  a
vivid  portrait  of  the
pe r son ' s  l i f e  and
character.  Common
t h e m e s  i n  t h e s e
clauses  include:

Spiritual Life:
Acknowledging
the person's
conversion
experience,
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baptism,
membership in
the church, and
faithful
attendance at
worship services.
Church
Service:
Highlighting roles
held within the
church, such as
deacon,
deaconess,
usher, choir
member, Sunday
school teacher,
missionary
society member,
or trustee.
Family
Devotion:
Honoring the
person as a
loving spouse,
parent,
grandparent, or
child, recognizing
their
commitment to
family.
Community
Involvement:

Noting
contributions to
the wider
community, such
as civic
organizations,
school boards, or
volunteer work.
Personal
Qualities:
Describing
character traits
such as kindness,
generosity,
wisdom, humility,
faith, and
perseverance.
Final Illness
and Passing:
Gently
acknowledging
the end of life,
often with
language that
emphasizes
peace and
victory over
death through
Christ.

These  "Whereas"
clauses are read aloud
during  the  funeral



Black Baptist Church Funeral Resolutions 7

7

service,  often  by  a
member of the deacon
b o a r d .  T h i s  o r a l
presentation  is  a  key
moment, as it  turns a
written  document  into
a  spoken  testimony.
Hearing  the  life  of  a
loved one recounted in
such  a  fo rma l  ye t
loving manner  can be
deeply moving for the
f a m i l y  a n d  t h e
congregation.

The
"Therefor
e, Be It
Resolved"
Clauses
F o l l o w i n g  t h e
"Whereas" clauses, the
resolution  moves  to
the  "Therefore,  Be  It
Resolved" section. This
is  where  the  church

declares  its  official
response to the life and
death of  the member.
These clauses typically
include:

Expression of1.
Love and Loss:
The church
formally
expresses its
profound sense
of loss and its
love for the
departed
member and
their family.
Condolences to2.
the Family: The
church extends
its deepest
sympathy and
assurance of
continued prayer
and support to
the immediate
family.
Celebration of3.
Life: The church
declares that
while the
member is
physically
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absent, their
legacy of faith
and service
continues to
inspire the
congregation.
Submission to4.
God's Will: The
church ultimately
submits to the
will of God,
acknowledging
that the
deceased is now
at peace in the
presence of the
Lord.

The
Closing
and
Formal
Adoption
T h e  r e s o l u t i o n
concludes  with  the

names of the deacons,
the  pastor,  and  often
t h e  c o m m i t t e e
members  who  drafted
t h e  d o c u m e n t .  I t
typically  includes  the
date  of  its  adoption
and  a  formal  closing
statement  such  as
" R e s p e c t f u l l y
submitted."  A  copy  of
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e
fami ly ,  o f ten  in  a
beautiful  frame,  as  a
last ing  keepsake.
Another copy is filed in
the  church's  official
records,  ensuring  that
the  person's  l i fe  is
p e r m a n e n t l y
documented  in  the
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
congregation.

THE THEOLOGICAL
AND CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE

The  Black  Baptist
Church  Funera l
Resolution  is  more
than  a  eulogy  or  a
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b iography .  I t  i s  a
deeply  theological  act
that  reflects  core
beliefs  of  the  Black
Bapt is t  t rad i t ion.
Central to this theology
is  the  bel ief  in  the
resurrection  of  the
d e a d  a n d  t h e
assurance  of  eternal
l i fe  through  Jesus
Christ.  The  resolution
s i t u a t e s  t h e
individual 's  death
w i t h i n  G o d ' s
redempt ive  p lan ,
offering  hope  not  just
to the family but to the
entire  congregation.  It
reminds the living that
death  is  not  the  end,
but a transition into the
presence of God.
C u l t u r a l l y ,  t h e
reso lut ion  serves
several vital functions.
First,  it  is  an  act  of
collective  memory.
In  a  community  that
has  historically  faced
systemic  erasure,  the
resolution is a powerful

tool  for  remembering
and  honoring  those
who have gone before.
It  ensures  that  their
n a m e s  a n d
contr ibut ions  are
preserved  for  future
generations. Second, it
is an act of communal
care.  The  process  of
gathering  information,
drafting the resolution,
and presenting it at the
funeral  involves  many
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
church.  This  shared
labor  is  a  tangible
express ion  o f  the
biblical  principle  of
"bearing one another's
burdens."
Third, the resolution is
a n  a c t  o f  s o c i a l
affirmation.  For  many
African  Americans,
especially  in  earlier
gene ra t i ons ,  t he
church was the primary
a r e n a  w h e r e
leadership,  talent,  and
character  could  be
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d
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celebrated.  A  funeral
resolution  publicly
validates  a  person's
w o r t h  a n d
contributions in a way
that  secular  society
m a y  h a v e  d e n i e d
them. It declares that a
person's  life  mattered
to  God  and  to  their
faith community.

MODERN
ADAPTATIONS AND
ENDURING
RELEVANCE

While  the  tradition  of
the  written  funeral
resolution  remains
strong  in  many  Black
Baptist churches, it has
evo lved  in  recent
d e c a d e s .  T o d a y ,
resolutions  may  be
pr inted  in  funera l
programs,  shared  on
church  websites,  and
p o s t e d  o n  s o c i a l
media. Some churches
have  begun  to  create
video  tributes  that
incorporate the text of

the  resolution  along
with  photographs  and
music.  Despite  these
modern  adaptations,
the  co re  pu rpose
remains  the  same:  to
h o n o r  t h e  d e a d ,
comfort the living, and
bear  witness  to  the
hope  of  the  gospel.
For  many  famil ies,
receiving  a  framed
copy  o f  the  Black
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
Funeral Resolution is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
cherished  mementos
from  a  loved  one's
funeral  service.  I t
becomes  a  fami ly
heirloom, passed down
through generations, a
tang ib le  l i nk  to  a
beloved  ancestor  and
to  the  church  that
helped  shape  their
faith.  The  resolution
stands as a permanent
record  of  a  life  well-
lived, a life of service,
faith, and community.
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HOW TO WRITE OR
CONTRIBUTE TO A
MEANINGFUL
RESOLUTION

If you are asked to help
d r a f t  a  f u n e r a l
reso lu t ion ,  i t  i s  a
sacred  responsibility.
Approach the task with
humility and care. Here
are some practical tips:

Gather
Information
Diligently:
Speak with
family members,
close friends,
and fellow
church members
who knew the
deceased well.
Ask specific
questions about
their faith
journey, their
roles in the
church, their
personality, and
their impact on
others.

Use Specific
Examples:
Instead of saying
"She was a
faithful member,"
say "She served
as a deaconess
for 25 years and
was known for
her tireless work
in the food
pantry."
Specificity
honors the
individual more
fully.
Maintain a
Tone of Dignity
and Hope: The
resolution should
be honest about
the reality of
loss, but it should
ultimately point
toward the hope
of the
resurrection.
Avoid excessive
sentimentality
while still
expressing
genuine love and
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grief.
Follow the
Established
Format: While
creativity is
welcome,
adhering to the
traditional
"Whereas" and
"Therefore, Be It
Resolved"
structure
provides a
familiar and
respectful
framework that
the congregation
will recognize
and appreciate.
Review with
the Pastor and
Family: Before
the resolution is
formally
adopted, share a
draft with the
pastor and the
immediate
family. This
allows for
corrections,
additions, and

ensures that the
document
accurately
reflects the
deceased's life
and honors the
family's wishes.

CONCLUSION: A
LIVING TRADITION
OF HONOR AND
HOPE

The  Black  Baptist
Church  Funera l
R e s o l u t i o n  i s  a
remarkable  tradition
t h a t  b e a u t i f u l l y
combines  formality
with heartfelt emotion,
theological  depth  with
personal  testimony,
and  communal  ritual
with individual honor. It
is  a  testament  to  the
enduring power of the
Black church to name,
claim,  and  celebrate
t h e  l i v e s  o f  i t s
members,  even in the
face  of  death.  In  a
world that often values
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speed  and  efficiency
over  reflection  and
remembrance,  the
funeral  resolut ion
insists  on  taking  the
time  to  honor  a  life
fully. For the family, it
is  a  treasure.  For  the
congregation,  it  is  a
reminder  of  the  cloud
of  w i tnesses  that
surrounds  them.  And

for the departed, it is a
final,  loving,  and
resounding affirmation:
"Well  done,  good  and
faithful  servant."  This
s a c r e d  p r a c t i c e
continues to be a vital
part  of  how the Black
Baptist  community
grieves,  remembers,
and ultimately, rejoices
in the hope of eternal
life.


