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INTRODUCTION: THE MAN WHO BECAME POPE
FRANCIS

On the evening of March 13, 2013, white smoke billowed from the
Sistine Chapel in Vatican City, signaling to the world that a new
pope had  been chosen.  When Cardinal  Jorge  Mario  Bergoglio
appeared  on  the  balcony  of  St.  Peter’s  Basilica,  the  crowd
erupted not  only  in  cheers  but  also  in  surprise.  He was the  first
pope from the Americas, the first from the Southern Hemisphere,
and the first Jesuit to lead the Catholic Church. Taking the name
Francis  in  honor  of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi,  he  immediately
signaled a papacy rooted in humility, simplicity, and a profound
care  for  the  poor  and  the  planet.  The  Biography Of  Pope
Francis Jorge Mario Bergoglio is a story of a man who rose
from humble beginnings in Buenos Aires to become one of the
most  influential  spiritual  leaders  of  the  twenty-first  century,
reshaping the image of  the papacy and challenging both the
church and the world to embrace mercy over judgment.

EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY BACKGROUND

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born on December 17, 1936, in the
Flores  neighborhood  of  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.  He  was  the
eldest of five children born to Italian immigrants. His father, Mario
José Bergoglio,  was a railway worker,  and his mother,  Regina
María Sívori, was a homemaker dedicated to raising the children.
The family lived modestly, and young Jorge learned the values of
hard work, sacrifice, and solidarity from an early age.
As a child, Bergoglio attended a public school and later studied at
a technical high school where he earned a diploma as a chemical
technician.  This  practical  education  gave  him  a  grounded
understanding of science and industry, but his heart was already
drawn toward service.  In  his  teenage years,  after  a  profound
spiritual experience during confession, he felt  a calling to the
priesthood.  However,  before  entering  the  seminary,  he  briefly
worked in a laboratory and even studied at  the University of
Buenos Aires, though he never completed that degree.

A Turning Point: Illness and
Vocation
At age 21, a severe bout of pneumonia nearly took his life. During
his recovery, he underwent surgery to remove part of his right
lung. The experience of illness and vulnerability deepened his
faith  and  solidified  his  determination  to  devote  himself
completely  to  God.  In  1958,  he  entered  the  novitiate  of  the
Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, thus beginning a journey that would
shape both his character and his leadership style.

JESUIT FORMATION AND EARLY PRIESTHOOD

The  Society  of  Jesus  is  known  for  its  intellectual  rigor,
commitment  to  education,  and  emphasis  on  social  justice.
Bergoglio thrived in this environment. He studied humanities in
Chile,  then  returned  to  Argentina  to  study  philosophy  and
theology. He was ordained a priest on December 13, 1969, at the
age of 32. His early assignments included teaching literature and

psychology at Jesuit colleges, and he served as the master of
novices and later as rector of the Jesuit seminary in San Miguel.
One of the most formative aspects of his Jesuit training was his
exposure to liberation theology, a movement that emerged in
Latin  America  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  Liberation  theology
emphasized reading the Gospel through the eyes of the poor and
working for structural change. While Bergoglio was never a full
adherent of the movement—some of its Marxist leanings troubled
him—he absorbed its core commitment to the marginalized. This
would later define his papacy.

Provincial Superior During
Argentina’s Dirty War
From 1973 to 1979, Bergoglio served as the provincial superior of
the  Jesuits  in  Argentina,  a  tumultuous  period  marked  by  the
military dictatorship’s Dirty War. During this time, thousands of
people  were  kidnapped,  tortured,  and  killed.  Bergoglio’s  role
during  these  years  has  been  the  subject  of  controversy  and
scrutiny. Some have accused him of not doing enough to protect
Jesuit priests who were targeted by the regime. Others defend his
actions,  citing evidence that  he secretly  helped many people
escape persecution by hiding them or facilitating their departure
from  the  country.  In  2013,  a  biography  titled  The  Jesuit  by
journalist  Francesca Ambrogetti  detailed his  behind-the-scenes
efforts.  Bergoglio  himself  has  acknowledged  the  complexity  of
that era, stating that he acted prudently to save lives without
risking the entire Jesuit order. This nuanced history remains part
of the Biography Of Pope Francis Jorge Mario Bergoglio that
scholars continue to examine.

ARCHBISHOP OF BUENOS AIRES AND CARDINAL

After  serving  in  various  leadership  roles  within  the  Jesuits,
Bergoglio was appointed auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires in 1992,
then  coadjutor  archbishop  in  1997,  and  finally  archbishop  of
Buenos Aires in 1998. He became a cardinal in 2001 under Pope
John Paul II. As archbishop, he was known for his austere lifestyle:
he  chose  to  live  in  a  simple  apartment  rather  than  the
archbishop’s  palace,  cooked  his  own  meals,  and  used  public
transportation.  He  often  visited  the  slums  (villas  miserias)
surrounding  the  city,  where  he  celebrated  Mass  and  offered
pastoral  care.  His  approachability  and  humility  won  him  the
affection of many, although he was also criticized by progressive
Catholics for his conservative stance on issues like abortion and
same-sex marriage.
During the 2005 papal conclave, Bergoglio was reportedly the
runner-up to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI). Many
believed he would have been elected if he had been willing to
accept.  Eight  years  later,  with  Benedict’s  unprecedented
resignation,  the  cardinals  turned  to  Bergoglio,  who  initially
hesitated but eventually accepted the call.

THE PAPACY: CHOOSING THE NAME FRANCIS

Immediately  after  his  election,  Pope Francis  made history  by
choosing the name Francis—the first pope to do so. He explained
that Saint Francis of Assisi was “the man of poverty, the man of
peace, the man who loves and protects creation.” This choice set
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the tone for a papacy that would prioritize the poor, peace, and
environmental stewardship.
His  first  public  appearances  were  marked  by  spontaneity  and
humility. He asked the crowd to pray for him before giving his
blessing, he paid his own bill at the hotel where he had been
staying, and he refused many of the traditional papal trappings,
such as the red shoes and the gold cross. Instead, he wore simple
white vestments and carried a plain iron cross. These gestures
resonated globally and signaled a break from the pomp of the
Vatican.

Major Themes of the
Pontificate
1. A CHURCH FOR THE POOR

Pope Francis has consistently called for a “poor church for the
poor.” In his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of
the Gospel),  he urged the church to move out of  its  comfort
zones  and  go  to  the  peripheries—geographic,  social,  and
existential. He instituted a “World Day of the Poor” and often
invites homeless people to have lunch with him. His emphasis on
mercy over  doctrine has led to  a  more pastoral  approach to
divorced and remarried Catholics, LGBTQ individuals, and those
on the margins.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY

In 2015, the pope released his landmark encyclical Laudato Si’
(Praise Be to You), subtitled “On Care for Our Common Home.”
This  document  addressed  the  ecological  crisis,  linking
environmental degradation to social injustice and calling for an
“integral  ecology.”  The  encyclical  was  widely  praised  by
scientists and activists and positioned the Catholic Church as a
leading voice on climate change.  Pope Francis  continued this
theme in his 2023 follow-up, Laudate Deum, which urged world
leaders to take concrete action.

3. INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AND PEACEBUILDING

From the start, Pope Francis has actively engaged with leaders of
other religions. He visited the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar in Egypt,
signed a document on “Human Fraternity” with the sheikh, and
has  hosted  numerous  interfaith  gatherings.  He  also  played  a
pivotal role in helping to restore diplomatic relations between the
United  States  and  Cuba  in  2014.  His  peace  efforts  extend  to
conflict  zones;  he  has  repeatedly  called  for  an  end  to  wars  in
Syria,  Ukraine,  and  the  Holy  Land.

4. REFORM OF THE ROMAN CURIA

One  of  the  most  challenging  internal  tasks  Pope  Francis
undertook  was  reforming  the  Vatican  bureaucracy.  He
established  a  council  of  cardinal  advisors  (the  C9),  enacted
financial  transparency  measures,  and  restructured  several
departments.  His  commitment  to  synodality—a  more
participatory and listening church—has reshaped how the church
makes decisions, culminating in the ongoing Synod on Synodality,
which includes laypeople and women in deliberative roles.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

No Biography Of Pope Francis Jorge Mario Bergoglio would
be  complete  without  acknowledging  the  controversies.  His
papacy  has  faced  significant  opposition  from  conservative
Catholics who feel he has diluted doctrine on marriage and the

Eucharist.  The Vatican’s handling of  clerical  sexual  abuse has
also drawn criticism; while Pope Francis has taken steps such as
establishing a papal commission for the protection of minors and
expanding laws on reporting abuse, some survivors argue that
the pace of change is too slow.
Moreover, his 2019 summit on abuse was criticized for producing
limited  concrete  outcomes.  In  2020,  the  financial  scandal
involving the Vatican’s purchase of a London building resulted in
several  prosecutions,  testing  the  pope’s  commitment  to
transparency. Through it all, Francis has maintained an attitude
of humility, acknowledging mistakes and asking for forgiveness.

POPE FRANCIS IN THE 2020S: HEALTH AND LEGACY

In his later years, Pope Francis has frequently dealt with health
issues, including knee pain that requires him to use a wheelchair
or cane. Despite this, he continues to travel and engage with
global  issues.  He  has  visited  countries  as  diverse  as  Iraq,
Myanmar, and Mongolia, often venturing to places others avoid.
His trip to Iraq in 2021 was historic, as it was the first papal visit
to the country and included a meeting with Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, a major interfaith milestone.
As he approaches his tenth anniversary as pope in 2023, his
legacy is already being assessed. He has fundamentally changed
the tone of the papacy, prioritizing mercy and joy over rigid rules.
He has opened doors to those previously excluded, advocated for
migrants and refugees with unwavering passion, and challenged
the global economic system that creates inequality. His impact
extends  well  beyond  the  Catholic  Church,  influencing  world
leaders, environmentalists, and ordinary people seeking a more
compassionate world.

Key Milestones in His Life
1936: Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.
1958: Entered the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).
1969: Ordained as a priest.
1973–1979: Served as Jesuit provincial superior during the
Dirty War.
1992: Appointed auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires.
1998: Became Archbishop of Buenos Aires.
2001: Created a cardinal by Pope John Paul II.
2013: Elected pope on March 13; chose the name Francis.
2015: Published the encyclical Laudato Si’ on the
environment.
2019: Convened a summit on clerical sexual abuse.
2023: Released Laudate Deum, a follow-up climate
document.

CONCLUSION: A POPE FOR THE PERIPHERIES

The Biography Of Pope Francis Jorge Mario Bergoglio is not
merely the story of a religious leader but a chronicle of how one
man’s  authentic  embrace  of  the  Gospel  can  reshape  an
institution  and  inspire  a  global  movement.  From the  humble
streets of Flores to the splendor of St. Peter’s, Pope Francis has
consistently chosen simplicity, courage, and compassion. He has
reminded the church that its primary mission is not to condemn
but to heal; not to guard tradition but to transmit mercy. Whether
history will remember him as the pope who reformed the Vatican
or  the pope who cried out  for  the poor,  his  life  stands as a
powerful  testament  to  the  idea  that  leadership  is  not  about
power,  but  about service.  In  an age of  division and indifference,
Pope Francis remains a prophetic voice, forever pointing toward a
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world where every person can live with dignity and hope.


