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Few short stories have resonated as deeply with readers across generations as The Necklace
Short Story by Guy De Maupassant. Originally published in French in 1884 under the title "La
Parure," this masterful work of literary realism continues to captivate audiences with its sharp
critique of vanity, its devastating plot twist, and its unflinching look at the consequences of pride.
The story follows Mathilde Loisel, a woman who yearns for a life of luxury and glamour, only to see
her dreams—and her reality—shattered by a single borrowed necklace. More than a century later,
the tale remains a staple in classrooms, literary discussions, and adaptations because it holds up a
mirror to universal human flaws. In this article, we will explore every facet of The Necklace Short
Story, from its plot and characters to its deeper themes and enduring relevance.

PLOT SUMMARY: A DREAM THAT BECAME A NIGHTMARE

The Necklace Short Story by Guy De Maupassant opens with a vivid portrait of Mathilde Loisel,
a beautiful young woman who feels she was born for every delicacy and luxury but instead finds
herself married to a modest clerk. Her discontent consumes her; she despises her humble
apartment, worn furniture, and plain curtains. She dreams of grand ballrooms, expensive silks, and
admirers.

One evening, her husband brings home an invitation to a prestigious ball hosted by the Ministry of
Education. Instead of joy, Mathilde feels anguish—she has nothing suitable to wear. Her husband
sacrifices his own savings for a hunting rifle to buy her a new dress. Still, Mathilde frets: she has no
jewelry. He suggests she borrow something from her wealthy friend, Madame Forestier. Mathilde
selects a stunning diamond necklace.

The ball is a triumph. Mathilde is the most elegant woman in attendance; every man gazes at her,
and she dances with delirious joy. But on the way home, she discovers the necklace is gone. After a
frantic search that yields nothing, the Loisels are forced to replace it. They find a similar necklace at
a jewelry shop, costing forty thousand francs—a sum far beyond their means. To buy it, they drain
their entire inheritance, borrow from moneylenders, and plunge into years of abject poverty.

For ten years, Mathilde and her husband live a grueling existence. She loses her beauty, becomes
coarse and hardened, and performs every menial task herself, haggling over vegetables in the
market. When they finally clear their debts, Mathilde encounters Madame Forestier on the street and
confesses the truth about the lost necklace. Madame Forestier responds with shock: "Oh, my poor
Mathilde! But mine was imitation. It was worth at most five hundred francs!"

This final twist is one of the most famous in literature—a devastating blow that forces the reader to
reconsider everything that came before.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: AMBITION, SACRIFICE, AND IRONY

Mathilde Loisel

Mathilde is the heart of The Necklace Short Story by Guy De Maupassant. She is complex:
simultaneously sympathetic and frustrating. Her yearning for a life of beauty is not inherently evil—it
reflects a human desire for happiness. Yet her pride and refusal to accept her middle-class reality
blind her. Instead of confessing the loss to Madame Forestier, she assumes she must replace the
necklace with a genuine one. This assumption stems from her shame—she cannot bear to admit her
carelessness or her true social standing. Her suffering is extreme, but Maupassant does not
exonerate her. She learns nothing until the very end, and even then, the revelation comes too late.

Monsieur Loisel

Monsieur Loisel is often overlooked, but he is a figure of quiet sacrifice. He gives up his personal
savings for Mathilde's dress, works tirelessly for a decade, and never complains. His loyalty
contrasts sharply with Mathilde's discontent. He represents the dutiful, unassuming partner who
pays the price for another's vanity. In The Necklace Short Story, he is a tragic foil to Mathilde's
restless ambition.

Madame Forestier

Though she appears only briefly, Madame Forestier is the catalyst for the story's irony. She is
wealthy, kind, and generous—she lends the necklace without hesitation. The final revelation that the
necklace was paste (imitation) underscores the theme of deceptive appearances. Her statement,
"You should have told me," is a heartbreaking moment that highlights how easily the tragedy could
have been avoided.

MAJOR THEMES IN "THE NECKLACE"
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The Pride and Vanity of Mathilde

Pride is the engine of the plot. Mathilde's vanity prevents her from attending the ball without fine
adornment. Her pride stops her from confessing the loss. She cannot bear to appear lesser in the
eyes of her friend. This pride leads directly to her downfall. The story demonstrates that vanity is not
merely a superficial flaw; it can have life-altering consequences.

Appearance vs. Reality

The theme of appearance versus reality permeates every layer of The Necklace Short Story by
Guy De Maupassant. The necklace itself looks genuine but is fake. Mathilde appears to be a
wealthy reveler at the ball but is actually a clerk's wife. Her poverty afterward is real, but her beauty
fades—a different kind of deception. Maupassant forces readers to question what is truly valuable.
The Loisels spend a decade paying for an illusion.

lIrony: Dramatic and Situational

The story is a textbook example of dramatic irony. The reader knows the necklace is lost, but the
characters do not. The situational irony at the end—the revelation that the original necklace was
fake—makes everything the Loisels endured meaningless. This cruelty is deliberate. Maupassant
often used irony to expose the injustice of fate and the absurdity of social striving.

Sacrifice and Suffering

The Loisels sacrifice a decade of their lives—health, comfort, dignity—to restore a perceived debt.
Mathilde's transformation from a delicate beauty to a coarse, hardened woman is one of the most
vivid depictions of the toll of poverty in literature. The story raises the question: was the sacrifice
noble or foolish? Maupassant leaves it ambiguous, allowing the reader to decide.

SYMBOLISM: THE NECKLACE AS A CENTRAL METAPHOR

The necklace in The Necklace Short Story by Guy De Maupassant is a powerful symbol. It
represents the allure of wealth and status that Mathilde craves. It also symbolizes the deceptive
nature of appearances—just as the necklace is paste, so too is the glamorous life Mathilde envies.
When she loses it, the necklace becomes a burden, a chain around her neck that drags her into
poverty. Finally, the necklace symbolizes the futility of pride; had Mathilde been honest, she would
never have suffered. The fact that the necklace was worthless material adds a layer of cosmic irony,
suggesting that human efforts to preserve appearances often destroy the very things we hold dear.

LITERARY ANALYSIS: MAUPASSANT'S CRAFT

Realism and Naturalism

Guy de Maupassant was a master of the Realist and Naturalist movements. The Necklace Short
Story exemplifies his style: precise observation, unembellished prose, and a focus on ordinary
people. There are no melodramatic villains—only flawed humans. The story's economic details—forty
thousand francs, the cost of the dress, the borrowed five hundred francs for interest—ground it in a
stark reality.

Narrative Structure and Pacing

The story follows a classic trajectory: exposition (Mathilde's discontent), rising action (the ball, the
loss), climax (the decision to replace the necklace), falling action (the ten years of poverty), and a
devastating denouement (the revelation). Maupassant builds tension through small, precise details.
The pacing accelerates at the ball, then slows down to dwell on the grinding decade. The final
paragraph delivers the twist with brutal economy—no more than a few lines.

Point of View

Maupassant uses a third-person limited narrator, focusing on Mathilde's thoughts and feelings. This
perspective aligns the reader with her desires and disappointments, making the final irony more
shocking. We see the world through her envy until the very end, when the narrator pulls back to
deliver the cosmic joke.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE STORY

Written in the late 19th century, The Necklace Short Story by Guy De Maupassant reflects the
social hierarchies of Third Republic France. The industrial revolution had created new wealth, but
class mobility was limited. Society placed immense value on appearance, luxury, and social
climbing. Mathilde's obsession mirrors the anxieties of an era where women's worth was often
measured by their marriage and their ability to display wealth. Maupassant, a keen observer of
human folly, used this story to critique bourgeois pretensions. The story remains relevant because
modern consumer culture continues to equate happiness with material possessions.

ADAPTATIONS AND INFLUENCE

This short story has been adapted numerous times—into plays, films, television episodes, and even
operas. Its premise has inspired countless variations in popular culture, from episodes of sitcoms to
novels. The term "necklace plot" is sometimes used in literary circles to describe a narrative where a
borrowed object leads to ruin. The story's influence on short fiction is immense, often cited as a
perfect example of a well-constructed twist ending. Many writers point to The Necklace Short
Story as a benchmark for economy of storytelling.
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LESSONS FROM "THE NECKLACE"

e Honesty prevents catastrophe: Mathilde's failure to confess the loss leads to a decade of
misery. Honesty, though painful in the moment, often spares greater suffering.

* Pride comes before a fall: Vanity is not just a personal failing; it can destroy the lives of
those we love.

e Assumptions can be dangerous: The Loisels assumed the necklace was genuine, based on
Madame Forestier's wealth. Assumptions about others' status and possessions can mislead.

e Happiness is not found in material wealth: Mathilde's pursuit of luxury only makes her
miserable. The story suggests that contentment must come from within, not from borrowed
diamonds.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR READERS

1. Do you feel sympathy for Mathilde, or do you blame her for her pride? Why?

2. How might the story have changed if Mathilde had confessed immediately?

3. What does the necklace symbolize in your own interpretation?

4. Is the ending meant to be a moral lesson, or is it simply a cynical trick of fate?
5. How does Monsieur Loisel's sacrifice affect your view of Mathilde's character?

CONCLUSION: A STORY THAT ENDURES

A century and a half after its publication, The Necklace Short Story by Guy De Maupassant
remains a powerful cautionary tale. Its themes of vanity, deception, sacrifice, and irony are timeless.
The story forces us to examine our own assumptions about worth, status, and what we are willing to
sacrifice for appearances. Every reader finishes the story with a jolt—not just because of the twist,
but because it feels so painfully true. Mathilde Loisel may be a fictional character, but her story
echoes in every moment when we choose pride over honesty, or when we mistake the glitter of an
imitation for the real thing. For those reasons, The Necklace Short Story will continue to be read,
taught, and discussed for generations to come. It is a masterpiece of economy, insight, and
devastating clarity—a story that you may finish in one sitting but will not forget.



