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INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD OF THE BLACK DAGGER BROTHERHOOD

For fans of paranormal romance and urban fantasy, few series command as much loyalty and
passion as J.R. Ward's Black Dagger Brotherhood. This sprawling saga has captivated millions of
readers with its dark, sensual world of vampire warriors, fated mates, ancient prophecies, and
modern-day intrigue. Whether you are a newcomer curious about where to start or a long-time fan
looking to refresh your memory, having a complete Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List is
essential. This article will guide you through the main books, spin-offs, novellas, and related works,
providing a roadmap to one of the most beloved series in the genre.
Set  in  the  fictional  city  of  Caldwell,  New  York,  the  series  follows  a  secret  brotherhood  of  vampire
warriors who protect their  race from the Lessening Society (undead slayers).  The brothers are
fiercely loyal, deeply flawed, and intensely romantic. Over dozens of books, J.R. Ward has expanded
this universe with rich world-building, complex characters, and emotional storytelling. Below, you
will find the complete chronological order of the Black Dagger Brotherhood series, along with details
about each sub-series and companion works.

THE MAIN BLACK DAGGER BROTHERHOOD SERIES IN ORDER

The core series features the original brothers and their romantic journeys. Below is the official Black
Dagger  Brotherhood  Series  List  in  publication  order.  Reading  in  this  order  is  highly
recommended because character arcs and overarching plotlines build across books.

Dark Lover (2005) – introduces Wrath, the blind king, and his fated mate Beth.1.
Lover Eternal (2006) – focuses on Rhage and Mary.2.
Lover Awakened (2006) – Zsadist and Bella's story, one of the most emotional in the series.3.
Lover Revealed (2007) – Butch, a human turned vampire, and Marissa.4.
Lover Unbound (2007) – Vishous and Dr. Jane.5.
Lover Enshrined (2008) – Phury and Cormia.6.
Lover Avenged (2009) – Rehvenge and Ehlena.7.
Lover Mine (2010) – John Matthew and Xhex.8.
Lover Unleashed (2011) – Payne (Vishous's twin) and Manny.9.
Lover Reborn (2012) – Tohrment and Autumn.10.
Lover At Last (2013) – Qhuinn and Blay, a long-awaited LGBTQ+ romance.11.
The King (2014) – Wrath and Beth's continuing story and the rise of the new king.12.
The Shadows (2015) – Trez and iAm, the shadow twins.13.

The Beast (2016) – Rhage and Mary again, with new family dynamics.14.
The Chosen (2017) – Xcor and Layla.15.
The Thief (2018) – Assail and Sola.16.
The Savior (2019) – Murhder and Sarah.17.
The Sinner (2020) – Syn and Jo.18.
Lover Unveiled (2021) – Sahvage and Mae.19.
Lover Arisen (2022) – Balthazar and Elia.20.
Lover's Eternal (2023) – A novella collection featuring multiple characters. (Note: Some21.
consider this part of the main series.)
The Beloved (2024 – upcoming) – Expected to focus on Nate and others.22.

As of 2025, the main series continues to expand, with new novels announced regularly. This Black
Dagger Brotherhood Series List is the backbone of Ward's universe, but there is much more to
explore.

Important Novellas and Short Stories
Several novellas bridge gaps between novels or delve into secondary characters. They are often
collected in anthologies or published as ebooks. Here are key titles to include in your reading order:

Father Mine (2006) – Zsadist and Bella's wedding and early parenthood.
The Story of Son (2010) – Originally a free online story, later published as an ebook about a
young male vampire.
Prisoner of Night (2014) – A novella set in the Black Dagger world but focusing on Ahmare
and Duran.
Blood Kiss (2015) – First in the Black Dagger Legacy spin-off, but also a bridge.
Blood Vow (2016) – Legacy series.
Blood Fury (2018) – Legacy series.
Blood Truth (2019) – Legacy series, focusing on Boone and Helaine.
Where Winter Finds You (2020) – A holiday novella featuring Trez and Therese.
Daddy's Girl (2021) – A free short story released on J.R. Ward's website.

THE BLACK DAGGER LEGACY SERIES

For readers who have finished the main Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List and want more,
the  Black  Dagger  Legacy  spin-off  introduces  a  new  generation  of  trainees  at  the  Brotherhood's
training center. While still  set in the same world, this series focuses on younger vampires and
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humans.  Chronologically,  the  Legacy  books  fit  after  The  King  (book  12)  but  can  be  read
independently.

Blood Kiss (2015) – Paradise and Daniel.
Blood Vow (2016) – Rhage's daughter, Bitty, continues.
Blood Fury (2018) – Saxton and Ruhn.
Blood Truth (2019) – Boone and Helaine.

Other Companion Series and Anthologies
J.R.  Ward  has  also  written  the  Black  Dagger  Brotherhood:  The  Prison  Camp  spinoff  and  several
anthology collections that include Brotherhood short stories. The Prison Camp trilogy (starting with
The Beast? Actually, the Prison Camp arc is integrated into the main series, but a separate trilogy
Black Dagger Brotherhood: The Prison Camp begins with The Savior? It's better to note that later
books introduce the prison realm. For clarity:

The Savior (2019) and The Sinner (2020) heavily involve the prison camp.
Lover Unveiled (2021) also explores that storyline.

Additionally, there are anthologies like Black Dagger Brotherhood: An Insider's Guide (2008)
and The Black Dagger Brotherhood: The Unseen (2019 short story collection). The Insider's
Guide is a must-read for fans, as it contains character backgrounds, recipes, and a novella.

READING ORDER RECOMMENDATIONS

To get the most out of the Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List, follow these tips:

Start with Dark Lover and read the main series in publication order.
After book 12 (The King), you can read the Black Dagger Legacy books in order, then
return to the main series with The Shadows.
Novellas like Father Mine should be read after Lover Awakened.
Use the Black Dagger Brotherhood: An Insider's Guide as a reference after book 8 or so.

For the most up-to-date list, always check J.R. Ward's official website or reliable book
databases.

WHY THIS SERIES CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE READERS

The Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List is more than a collection of romance novels. It is a
deep,  character-driven  epic  that  explores  themes  of  loyalty,  trauma,  recovery,  family,  and
redemption. Ward's writing style blends gritty urban fantasy with passionate love stories, and her
characters—each with distinct voices and struggles—feel real. The world-building is meticulous, from
the vampire's caste system to the history of the race and the mythology of the Scribe Virgin.
Moreover,  the  series  has  evolved  over  two  decades,  reflecting  changes  in  societal  attitudes  and
reader  expectations,  including  LGBTQ+  representation  (Qhuinn  and  Blay's  romance  was
groundbreaking  for  mainstream  paranormal  romance).
For those looking for a complete guide, the Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List provided
above will help you navigate the vast narrative. Whether you are a first-time reader or a dedicated
fan, understanding the order ensures you don't miss crucial plot points or character development.

WHERE TO FIND THE BOOKS

All  main  series  books,  novellas,  and  spin-offs  are  widely  available  in  print,  ebook,  and  audiobook
formats.  The  audiobooks,  narrated  by  Jim  Frangione,  are  highly  praised  for  their  dramatic
performances. Many libraries also carry the series. For the most accurate and complete Black
Dagger Brotherhood Series List, websites like Goodreads, Fantastic Fiction, and the author's own
site provide regularly updated lists.

CONCLUSION

The Black Dagger Brotherhood series is a monumental achievement in paranormal romance. With
over  twenty  main  novels  and  numerous  spin-offs,  it  offers  hundreds  of  hours  of  immersive
storytelling. Using a reliable Black Dagger Brotherhood Series List ensures you experience the
emotions, battles, and love stories in the order they were meant to be read. Whether you are drawn
to the alpha warriors,  the complex heroines,  or  the richly  imagined vampire  society,  there is
something for every reader. Happy reading, and welcome to the Brotherhood.


