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THE ENDURING
POWER OF THE
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GOES FORTH
GOODBYEEE
SCRIPT

The final episode of the
BBC sitcom Blackadder
Goes  Forth ,  t i t led
"Goodbyeee,"  stands
as  one  of  the  most
powerful  and poignant
moments  in  British
television  history.
While  the  series  is
renowned for its sharp
wit ,  anachronist ic

dialogue,  and  brilliant
comedic performances,
the Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  represents  a
masterclass  in  tonal
sh i f t .  I t  takes  the
audience from a place
of  cynical  laughter  to
t h e  s t a r k ,
heartbreaking reality of
the  First  World  War
trenches.  For  fans,
students  of  comedy,
and  historians  alike,
the script is not merely
a  set  of  l ines  but  a
carefully  constructed
piece  of  writing  that
encapsu la tes  the
futi l ity  of  war.
This  art icle  delves
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deep into the script of
" G o o d b y e e e , "
exploring  its  context,
its  key  themes,  the
genius of its dialogue,
and its  lasting legacy.
We  will  examine  why
this  particular  episode
resonates  so  deeply,
h o w  t h e  w r i t e r s
balanced humour  with
tragedy, and what the
script teaches us about
narrative structure and
character  resolution.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  the  episode
or discovering it for the
first  time,
understanding  the
script  is  essential  to
appreciating  its  full
impact.

THE CONTEXT OF
THE FINAL
EPISODE

To fully appreciate the
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
scr ipt ,  one  mus t
understand the journey

that  led  to  i t .  The
fourth  and  final  series
o f  B l a c k a d d e r
t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m
various  historical  eras
to  the  muddy,  rat-
infested  trenches  of
F landers  in  1917.
Throughout  the  six
episodes of Blackadder
Goes  Forth,  viewers
fo l l owed  Capta in
Edmund Blackadder,  a
man whose intelligence
is utterly wasted in the
absurd environment of
the British Army, as he
attempts  to  avoid
being killed in a war he
openly despises.
The series  built  up to
the climax of the "Big
Push , "  a  m i l i t a r y
offensive  that
everyone—from  the
lowliest  private to  the
m o s t  d e l u d e d
general—knows  will
result  in  catastrophic
casualties.  The  script
for  "Goodbyeee"  had
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the unenviable task of
c o n c l u d i n g  t h i s
narrative.  Written  by
Richard Curtis and Ben
Elton, the episode was
crafted  not  just  to
make  viewers  laugh,
but to leave them with
a  profound  sense  of
l o s s .  The  w r i t e r s
understood  that  the
series'  comedy  could
not simply end with a
punchline;  the  reality
of the historical events
demanded  an  ending
that  honoured  the
sacrifice of millions.

From
Farce to
Finality
The  transition  from
comedy  to  tragedy
within the Blackadder
G o e s  F o r t h
Goodbyeee  script  is
seamless. The episode

b e g i n s  w i t h
Blackadder's  typical
schemes  and  cynical
observations. He is still
the  same  character,
attempting  to  feign
insanity to escape the
trenches.  The  early
scenes  are  filled  with
classic  Blackadder
d ia logue :  i nsu l t s
directed  at  Baldrick,
exasperat ion  with
Lieutenant George, and
utter  contempt  for
General  Melchett's
idiotic  strategies.
However, a shift occurs
a s  t h e  e p i s o d e
p r o g r e s s e s .  T h e
humour becomes more
d e s p e r a t e ,  m o r e
hollow.  The  audience
senses  that  the  usual
escape  routes  are
c l o s i n g .  W h e n
Blackadder's  final  plan
fails—his attempt to be
d e c l a r e d  m a d  b y
repeatedly  wearing  a
saucepan on his  head
and  pouring  tea  into



4

4 Blackadder Goes Forth Goodbyeee
Script

2024-02-16

his  sock—the  script
deliberately  strips
away the comedy. This
is the point where the
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  announces  its
true intention: to show
what  happens  when
cleverness  can  no
longer  outrun  fate.

KEY SCENES IN
THE SCRIPT AND
THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE

The script is structured
around  a  ser ies  of
powerful  scenes,  each
building  towards  the
devastating  final
m o m e n t s .  L e t  u s
examine  some  of  the
most  significant
passages.

The

Banality
of Orders
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  elements  in
the Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  is  the  scene
w h e r e  G e n e r a l
Melchett  delivers  the
order  for  the  attack.
T h e  g e n e r a l  i s
completely  detached
from the reality of the
trenches,  speaking  in
cl ichés  and  heroic
platitudes.  The  script
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
absurdity  of  sending
men  to  their  deaths
based on a plan drawn
up  far  from  the  front
lines.  Blackadder's
response,  filled  with
b i t t e r  s a r c a s m ,
represents  the script's
critique of incompetent
l e a d e r s h i p .  T h e
dialogue here is sharp,
but  the  underlying
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message  is  deadly
serious.

The
Moments
of
Reflection
Before  the  final  push,
the  script  allows  the
characters  a  moment
of quiet reflection. This
is  where  the  writing
b e c o m e s  t r u l y
profound.  Blackadder,
George,  and  Baldrick
discuss what they will
miss  about  the  world.
These  l ines  in  the
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  are deceptively
simple. George lists the
joys of English country
life,  Baldrick  thinks  of
something as mundane
a s  a  t u r n i p ,  a n d
Blackadder  speaks  of

the future he will never
have.  This  scene  is
essential  because  it
t r a n s f o r m s  t h e
characters  from comic
archetypes  into  real,
r e l a t a b l e  h u m a n
beings.  We  see  their
h o p e s  a n d  f e a r s ,
making the impending
tragedy  much  more
impactful.

The Final
Orders
The  preparation  for
going "over the top" is
w h e r e  t h e  s c r i p t
reaches  its  emotional
peak.  The  famous
m o m e n t  w h e n
Blackadder turns to his
men  and  delivers  a
speech  that  is  equal
parts  inspiring  and
heartbreaking  is  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
writing.  He  tells  them
that  while  they  may
not live to see a better
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world, they are fighting
f o r  o n e .  T h i s  i s  a
crucial turning point in
the Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
scr ipt .  The  cyn ic
becomes  the  leader.
The man who spent the
entire  series  trying  to
save  h i s  own  sk in
a c c e p t s  h i s  f a t e
alongside  his  men.

THE FAMOUS
FINAL SCENE: A
STUDY IN SILENCE

The  final  scene  of
" G o o d b y e e e "  i s
arguably  the  most
famous moment in the
entire  series.  It  is  a
masterclass  in  how to
e n d  a  s t o r y .  T h e
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  calls  for  the
characters  to  go  over
the top of  the trench.
O n c e  t h e y  d o ,
however,  the  script
goes silent.  There are
no  more  jokes.  No

more  witty  one-liners.
The screen fades to a
slow-motion shot of the
men  charging  into  a
hail  of  machine-gun
fire,  and  then  the
image dissolves into a
field of poppies.
This choice is brilliant.
By removing dialogue,
the  script  forces  the
audience  to  focus
entirely  on  the  visual
and emotional  impact.
The  silence  is  more
powerful  than  any
speech  could  be.  It
represents the ultimate
futi l i ty  of  war:  the
v o i c e s  a n d
personalities  we  had
grown  to  love  a re
ext inguished.  The
transition  from  the
vibrant,  chaotic  world
of the trenches to the
quiet,  red  field  of
poppies  is  a  narrative
device  that  elevates
the  episode  from  a
simple  sitcom  finale  to
a piece of art.
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THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
SCRIPT

The Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  is  r ich  with
themes that extend far
beyond the comedy. It
is  a text that rewards
close analysis.

Futility and
Sacrifice: The
most obvious
theme is the
futility of war.
The attack that
the characters
are ordered to
make is
pointless. The
script makes it
clear that the
lives lost will
achieve nothing.
And yet, the
characters go
anyway. This
highlights the
theme of
sacrifice—not for
king or country,

but for the
comrades beside
you.
Class and
Authority:
Throughout the
series, the script
has mocked the
British class
system. In the
final episode, this
theme reaches
its conclusion.
General
Melchett, the
embodiment of
incompetent
upper-class
leadership,
survives, while
the intelligent
and cynical
Blackadder dies.
The script
suggests that the
system is broken
and that it is the
common man
who pays the
price.
Friendship and
Loyalty:
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Underneath all
the insults and
bickering, the
Blackadder
Goes Forth
Goodbyeee
script is a story
about friendship.
Blackadder, who
has spent the
entire series
trying to escape
Baldrick and
George,
ultimately
chooses to stay
with them. The
loyalty he shows
in the final
moments is the
emotional core of
the script.
The Reality of
History: The
script is careful
never to glorify
war. It strips
away the
romanticism. The
final scenes show
not heroes in the
traditional sense,

but ordinary men
caught in an
extraordinary
and tragic
situation. This
historical
honesty is why
the script is still
studied and
respected today.

THE LANGUAGE OF
THE SCRIPT

The linguistic brilliance
of  the  Blackadder
G o e s  F o r t h
Goodbyeee  script
lies in its contrast. The
earlier  parts  of  the
e p i s o d e  u s e  t h e
complex,  sarcastic
vocabulary that defines
Blackadder.  He  uses
words  as  weapons.
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e
episode  progresses,
the language becomes
simpler.  By  the  final
scene,  the  characters
speak  in  short,  direct
sentences.  The  script
mirrors  the  emotional



Blackadder Goes Forth Goodbyeee Script 9

9

stripping  away  of  the
characters.  There  are
no  more  clever  tricks
to  play.  The language
becomes  raw  and
honest.
This linguistic shift is a
sign of  expert  writing.
Richard Curtis and Ben
Elton  understood  that
humour  r e l i e s  on
s u r p r i s e  a n d
in te l l i gence ,  bu t
t ragedy  re l i es  on
simplicity  and  truth.
The Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script manages to use
b o t h  e n d s  o f  t h i s
spectrum  effectively,
creating  a  piece  of
writing  that  is  both
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d
e m o t i o n a l l y
devastating.

WHY THE SCRIPT
REMAINS A
BENCHMARK

Decades  after  it  first

aired, the Blackadder
G o e s  F o r t h
Goodbyeee  script  is
s t i l l  cons idered  a
b e n c h m a r k  f o r
television writing.  It  is
often  cited  as  one  of
t h e  g r e a t e s t  T V
episodes  of  all  time.
The  reasons  for  this
are clear.
F i rs t ly ,  the  scr ipt
respects  its  audience.
It  does  not  shy  away
from  the  darkness  of
its  subject  matter.  It
trusts  the  viewers  to
follow  the  emotional
journey  from  laughter
to tears. Secondly, the
script earns its ending.
Every  joke ,  every
s c h e m e ,  e v e r y
moment  of  character
d e v e l o p m e n t
throughout  the  entire
series leads to this one
moment  o f  t rag i c
resolution. There is no
cheap  escape.  The
writers  commit  to  the
historical reality.
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Finally,  the script  is  a
testament to the power
o f  s t ruc tu re .  The
pacing  of  the  episode
is perfect. The humour
gradually  fades,  the
tension builds, and the
release  comes  in  the
form  of  silence.  This
structural  discipline  is
what  separates  great
wr i t ing  f rom  good
w r i t i n g .  T h e
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  is  a  textbook
example  of  how  to
construct  a  narrative
that  satisfies,
challenges, and moves
its audience.

COMPARING THE
SCRIPT TO THE
EPISODE'S
PERFORMANCE

While  the  script  is  a
remarkable  piece  of
writing, its full power is
realised  through  the
performances  of  the
cast.  Rowan  Atkinson,

Tony  Robinson,  Hugh
Laurie,  and  Stephen
Fry bring the words to
life  with  nuance  and
depth.  However,  it  is
important to note that
the script provides the
foundation.  The actors
are  interpreting  the
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script, not creating it.
T h e  s h i f t  i n
B l a c k a d d e r ' s
c h a r a c t e r — f r o m
scheming  coward  to
reluctant  hero—is
w r i t t e n  i n t o  t h e
dialogue  and  stage
directions.  Atkinson's
performance  elevates
it, but the blueprint is
there on the page.
Similarly,  the  famous
final  silence  is  a
directorial and editorial
choice,  but  it  is  born
f r om  the  s c r i p t ' s
structure.  The  script
s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e
comedy  is  over.  The
silence  that  follows  is
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the  only  appropriate
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  t h e
characters  face.  The
script  knows  when  to
stop talking, and that is
a  rare  and  valuable
skill in writing.

What the
Script
Reveals
About the
Character
s
The Blackadder Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script  also  provides
final  clarity  on  the
characters.  Baldrick,
who has been the butt
of jokes for four series,
r e v e a l s  a  s i m p l e
wisdom. His desire for

a  " t u r n i p "  i s  n o t
stupidity but a longing
f o r  t h e  s i m p l e
p leasures  o f  l i f e .
Lieutenant  George,
who is often portrayed
as  dim-witted,  shows
incredible bravery and
a  genuine,  innocent
patriotism. Blackadder,
the  cynic,  shows  that
his  cynicism  was  a
defence mechanism. At
his core, he is a leader
who  will  not  abandon
his  men.  The  script
offers  redemption  and
understanding for all of
them.

CONCLUSION: A
SCRIPT THAT
MATTERS

In  conclus ion,  the
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
script is far more than
just the final episode of
a popular sitcom. It is a
carefully  crafted piece
o f  w r i t i n g  t h a t
masterfully  balances
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comedy and tragedy. It
takes a beloved set of
characters  and  gives
them a conclusion that
is  honest,  respectful,
and  deeply  moving.
The script's exploration
of  themes like futility,
f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d
sacrifice  continues  to
r e s o n a t e  w i t h
audiences  because  it
speaks  to  universal
human  experiences.
By studying the script,
wr i te r s  can  l ea rn
valuable lessons about
narrative  structure,
tonal  control,  and  the
power  of  silence.  For
the  average  viewer,

revisiting  the  script
allows  for  a  deeper
appreciation  of  the
c r a f t  b e h i n d  t h e
l a u g h t e r .  T h e
Blackadder  Goes
Forth  Goodbyeee
scr ipt  r ema ins  a
shining  example  of
how  comedy  can  be
used  to  explore  the
most  profound  and
t rag i c  aspec t s  o f
history.  It  is  a  script
that makes you laugh,
makes  you  think,  and
ultimately,  leaves  you
with  a  lump  in  your
throat.  That  is  the
m a r k  o f  t r u l y
exceptional writing.


