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MASTERING 5TH GRADE MATH: A GUIDE TO MATH
EXPRESSIONS GRADE 5 HOMEWORK AND
REMEMBERING

Fifth grade is a pivotal year in a child’s mathematical journey.
Students  transition  from  basic  arithmetic  to  more  complex
concepts like fractions, decimals, and introductory algebra. For
many families, the Math Expressions Grade 5 Homework and
Remembering  book  becomes  a  nightly  companion.  This
resource is designed to reinforce classroom lessons and ensure
that key skills stick. But what exactly is this workbook, and how
can parents and students use it effectively? This article provides
a  comprehensive  overview,  offering  strategies  and  insights  to
help  you  navigate  5th  grade  math  with  confidence.

What Is Math Expressions?
Math  Expressions  is  a  comprehensive  K–5  mathematics
curriculum  developed  by  Dr.  Karen  Fuson  and  published  by
Houghton  Mifflin  Harcourt.  It  emphasizes  conceptual
understanding, real-world problem solving, and the development
of mathematical thinking. The program is built around the idea
that  students  learn  math  best  when  they  can  talk  about  it,
represent it visually, and connect it to their own experiences. The
Homework and Remembering book is a key component of this
program, serving as the student's practice companion.
This workbook is divided into two main sections for each lesson:
“Homework”  and  “Remembering.”  The  Homework  section
provides problems directly related to the day's lesson, while the
Remembering  section  includes  spiral  review  problems  from
previous units. This dual approach ensures that students not only
practice new skills but also continually revisit older concepts to
prevent forgetting.

Understanding the
Structure of the Homework
and Remembering Book
Before diving into strategies, it helps to understand the book’s
layout.  Each  unit  covers  a  major  math  topic,  such  as
multiplication with whole numbers, division, fractions, decimals,
shapes, volume, and algebra. Each unit is broken into lessons.
For every lesson, there is typically one or two pages of homework
and one page of remembering.

Homework pages: Focus on the skill taught in class that
day. Problems range from basic computation to word
problems and visual models.
Remembering pages: Review concepts from earlier in the
unit or from previous units. This spiral review is crucial for
long-term retention.
Quick Quizzes and Unit Reviews: At the end of each
unit, there are cumulative review pages to help assess
overall understanding.

Students are expected to complete a portion of the homework
each night, and the remembering section helps keep previous
knowledge  fresh.  For  parents,  this  structure  means  you  can
quickly see what your child learned today and what they need to
revisit.

Why Is the “Remembering”
Component So Important?
One  of  the  most  common  challenges  in  5th  grade  math  is
forgetting  concepts  learned  earl ier  in  the  year.  The
“Remembering”  section  directly  addresses  this  by  including
problems  from  earlier  lessons.  Research  in  cognitive  science
shows  that  spaced  repetition—revisiting  material  at
intervals—greatly improves long-term memory. By spending just
5–10 minutes on these review problems each night,  students
keep their skills sharp and are better prepared for end-of-unit
tests and cumulative assessments.
This is especially beneficial for topics like fractions and decimals,
where a  solid  foundation is  needed for  later,  more advanced
work.  The  Math  Expressions  Grade  5  Homework  and
Remembering  book  is  designed  to  make  this  natural  and
manageable. It's not about doing extra work; it's about efficient,
balanced practice.

Tips for Parents: Helping
Your Child with Homework
and Remembering
As a parent, you don't need to be a math expert to support your
5th grader. Here are practical strategies for making homework
time productive and less stressful.

1. ESTABLISH A CONSISTENT ROUTINE

Set a regular time and place for math homework. Consistency
helps the brain shift into learning mode. Even if the homework
seems easy, encourage your child to do it attentively. The routine
itself builds discipline.

2. FOCUS ON UNDERSTANDING, NOT JUST ANSWERS

The Math Expressions curriculum emphasizes reasoning. When
your  child  is  stuck,  ask  questions  like  “What  is  this  problem
asking?” or “Can you draw a picture to show what’s happening?”
Avoid  giving  the  answer  immediately.  Let  them  struggle  a
little—it's how deep learning happens.

3. USE THE “REMEMBERING” SECTION AS A WARM-UP

Some children find it helpful to start with the remembering page.
It’s usually shorter and contains familiar material, which can build
confidence  before  tackling  the  new  homework  problems.  This
approach  also  reinforces  the  idea  that  review  is  important.
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4. COMMUNICATE WITH THE TEACHER

If  your  child  consistently  struggles  with  a  particular  type  of
problem in the Math Expressions Grade 5 Homework and
Remembering  book, note the lesson number and talk to the
teacher. The teacher can offer extra practice or explain concepts
in a different way. You can also ask for alternative strategies that
align with the curriculum.

5. ENCOURAGE MATH TALK

One of the best ways to solidify understanding is to explain a
concept aloud. Have your child teach you how to solve a problem
from  the  homework.  This  not  only  boosts  their  confidence  but
also  reveals  any  gaps  in  their  understanding.

Common Challenges and
How to Overcome Them
Even  with  a  well-designed  workbook,  students  may  face
obstacles.  Here  are  frequent  issues  and  solutions.
Issue:  The  student  rushes  through  the  remembering
section.
Solution:  Remind  them  that  the  remembering  problems  are
designed to help them retain skills.  Encourage them to check
their work and show all steps. If they get a problem wrong, spend
a minute reviewing that concept.
Issue: The homework seems too difficult.
Solution:  Break  the  homework  into  smaller  chunks.  Do  three
problems,  take  a  short  break,  then  do  three  more.  Use  the
examples in the lesson or the student's classroom notes as a
guide.  The  Math  Expressions  program  often  includes  visual
models (like number lines, arrays, or area models) that can make
problems more accessible.
Issue: The child says “I forget how to do this.”
Solution: This is exactly why the “Remembering” section exists!
Look back at previous units or lessons. Many concepts in 5th
grade build on each other. For example, understanding decimal
place value is necessary for adding and subtracting decimals.
Take a moment to review the foundational skill before moving
forward.

Key Math Topics in 5th
Grade and How the
Workbook Addresses Them
Let's  explore  some  major  topics  covered  in  the  Math
Expressions Grade 5 Homework and Remembering  book
and how you can help your child master them.

OPERATIONS WITH WHOLE NUMBERS

Students multiply multi-digit numbers and divide with two-digit
divisors.  The  homework  often  includes  estimation  to  check
reasonableness.  Encourage  your  child  to  estimate  before
computing—a  great  habit  for  real-world  math.

FRACTIONS AND MIXED NUMBERS

Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions is a major
focus. The workbook uses visual models like fraction bars and
number  lines.  If  your  child  struggles,  sketch  these  models

together. Emphasize that multiplication of fractions is easier than
addition because you don't need a common denominator.

DECIMALS

Decimals  are  extended  to  the  thousandths  place.  Students
compare, round, add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals. The
remembering pages often include decimal place value exercises,
which are crucial for success.

VOLUME AND GEOMETRY

Students learn to find the volume of rectangular prisms using unit
cubes and the formula V = l × w × h. The homework may involve
real-world problems about boxes, containers, and packing. Use
physical  objects  like  blocks  or  small  boxes  to  help  visualize
volume.

ALGEBRAIC THINKING

Simple equations and patterns appear in  5th grade.  Students
write expressions and solve for unknowns. The workbook includes
“What’s the rule?” problems and input/output tables. These build
a bridge to middle school algebra.

Making the Most of the
Math Expressions
Homework and
Remembering Book
To truly benefit from this resource, consistency is key. Here is a
sample weekly routine that many families find effective:

Monday – Thursday: Complete the assigned homework
and remembering pages. Spend about 20–30 minutes total.
If your child finishes early, use extra time to review any
missed problems from previous days.
Friday: Use the remembering section from the week as a
quick quiz. Have your child redo any problems they got
wrong earlier. This active recall strengthens memory.
Weekends: Pick one or two remembering problems from
the week that were challenging and discuss them casually,
perhaps during a car ride or over breakfast. No
pressure—just conversation.

This  approach builds a steady rhythm of  learning and review
without overwhelming the student. Remember, the goal is not
perfection every night but steady progress.

The Role of Math Fluency
While conceptual understanding is vital,  fluency with basic math
facts  (addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  division)  is  still
important  in  5th  grade.  The  Math  Expressions  Grade  5
Homework and Remembering book includes fact practice in
the remembering sections. If your child is slow with multiplication
facts,  consider  using  flashcards  or  online  games  for  a  few extra
minutes  each  day.  Fluency  frees  up  mental  energy  for  more
complex problem solving.
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How the Workbook
Prepares Students for the

Future
Fifth grade sets the stage for middle school math, where abstract
thinking and multi-step problem solving become the norm. By
using the Homework and Remembering book diligently, students
develop study habits, persistence, and a deeper mathematical
mindset. They learn that math is not just about getting the right
answer but about understanding the process. This resilience will
serve them well in later years.
Moreover, the spiral review helps students become comfortable
with mixed problem sets—a skill needed for standardized tests
and  real-world  situations  where  problems  don't  come  neatly

labeled.  The  workbook’s  design  mirrors  how math  is  actually
used:  you  might  calculate  a  tip  (decimals)  and  then  figure  out
how  to  split  it  (fractions)  all  in  one  scenario.

Conclusion
The  Math  Expressions  Grade  5  Homework  and
Remembering book is more than just a set of worksheets—it is a
thoughtfully  designed  tool  for  building  lasting  mathematical
understanding.  By  combining  new  learning  with  consistent
review, it helps students master 5th grade topics and retain them
for the future. As a parent, your role is to encourage, facilitate,
and sometimes simply sit beside your child as they work. With
patience and the right strategies, homework time can become a
positive part of your family's routine. Embrace the journey, and
remember that every problem solved is a step toward confidence
and competence in math.


