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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOU NEED A FENCE IN
MINECRAFT

Minecraft is a world of endless possibilities, but even the most
adventurous  builder  needs  boundaries.  Whether  you  are
protecting  your  livestock  from creepers,  marking  territory  for
your base, or simply adding a rustic aesthetic to your garden,
knowing how to make a fence in Minecraft  is an essential
skill.  Fences  are  versatile  blocks  that  keep  mobs  in  or  out,
prevent  player  falls,  and  act  as  decorative  elements.  In  this
comprehensive guide, we will walk you through everything from
gathering materials to advanced placement techniques. By the
end, you will not only master the basic recipe but also understand
the nuances of different fence types and their practical uses.

MATERIALS NEEDED TO CRAFT A FENCE

To  start  crafting  a  fence,  you  need  two  primary  ingredients:
wood planks and sticks. These are easy to obtain even if you
are just beginning your Minecraft journey.

Wood Planks
Wood planks come from logs. Punch a tree (any species – oak,
spruce, birch, jungle, acacia, or dark oak) to get logs, then place
them in your crafting grid to convert them into planks. Each log
yields four planks. For a basic wood fence, you will planks of the
same type because the fence’s color matches the wood used.

Sticks
Sticks are crafted by placing two planks vertically in the crafting
grid. This produces four sticks. Sticks are used in many recipes,
including tools, torches, and fences.

Quantities for a Standard
Fence
One crafting attempt yields three fence blocks. To make those
three fences, you need:

2 wood planks (any type, but must match if you want a
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uniform look)
4 sticks

If you plan to build a long enclosure, multiply accordingly. For
example, a 10-block long fence line would need at least 4 crafting
cycles (12 fences) if you count corners and gates separately.

THE CRAFTING RECIPE: HOW TO MAKE A FENCE STEP
BY STEP

Now that you have your resources, follow these simple steps to
craft a fence.

Step 1: Open the Crafting
Table
While you can craft fences in your inventory’s 2×2 grid, using a
crafting table (made from four planks) gives you a full 3×3 grid,
which is required for the fence recipe.

Step 2: Arrange the Items
Place the materials in the following pattern:

First row: Stick – Plank – Stick
Second row: Stick – Plank – Stick
Third row: (leave empty)

Alternatively, think of it as two columns of sticks on the sides and

two planks in the middle column, stacked vertically. The exact
positions:

Left column (top to bottom): stick, stick, empty
Middle column: plank, plank, empty
Right column: stick, stick, empty

The sticks occupy the two left and two right slots in the top two
rows, and planks fill the two center slots. This recipe works for all
wood types.

Step 3: Collect Your Fences
Once arranged, the result slot shows three fence blocks of the
wood type you used. Drag them into your inventory. You have
now successfully learned how to make a fence in Minecraft.

TYPES OF FENCES AND THEIR UNIQUE PROPERTIES

Minecraft  offers  more  than  just  wooden  fences.  Knowing  the
different types helps you choose the best material for your build.

Wood Fences
These come in six varieties: oak, spruce, birch, jungle, acacia,
and dark oak. Each has a distinct color and texture. Spruce is
popular for its dark, earthy tone, while birch gives a lighter, clean
look. Wood fences are flammable, so keep them away from lava
or flint and steel.
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Nether Brick Fences
Crafted  from nether  bricks  and  nether  brick  items (made by
smelting  netherrack),  nether  brick  fences  are  fire-resistant  and
have a sinister red hue. They are perfect for hellish builds or
fortresses. The recipe uses six nether bricks in a 2×3 grid (two
rows of three), yielding six nether brick fences. They also connect
to regular fences and gates.

Crimson and Warped
Fences (Nether Wood)
Introduced in the Nether Update, these fences are crafted from
the respective planks of crimson and warped stems. They are not
flammable and have unique colors: crimson is red-purple, warped
is cyan-blue. They behave like wood fences but are immune to
fire.

Bamboo Fences (Minecraft
1.20+)
Bamboo wood allows crafting of bamboo fences. They use planks
made from bamboo blocks and have a light greenish yellow hue.
They are also flammable.

HOW TO PLACE FENCES CORRECTLY

Placement mechanics in Minecraft are intuitive but have quirks
that beginners should know.

Connecting to Blocks
When you place a fence, it automatically connects to adjacent
fences,  fence  gates,  walls,  and  even  certain  solid  blocks.  It
extends a post shape that stands 1.5 blocks tall (so players and
mobs cannot jump over without a block to stand on). However,
fences connect to the side of full blocks as well, forming a sort of
barrier that hugs the ground.

Post and Rail Pattern
If  you place a fence without any adjacent fences or blocks, it
becomes a single post. When two fences are next to each other,
they form a railing with posts at the ends and a bar in between.
This is how you create long segments.

Corner and T-Junctions
Fences  naturally  form  corner  posts  when  two  perpendicular
segments  meet.  They  also  create  T-junctions  if  three  fences
converge. The block model updates dynamically.
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Floor and Vertical
Placement
Fences can be placed on top of solid blocks. If you want a double-
height fence, stack two fences – but note that the hitbox remains
1.5 blocks, so a player can still climb if there is a block adjacent.
To prevent climbing, use a slab or another fence on top.

Fence Collisions and Mob
Pathfinding
Most hostile mobs cannot path over fences because they are 1.5
blocks tall. However, spiders can climb fences, so consider adding
a  top  slab  or  a  block  overhang  to  spider-proof  your  pen.
Endermen can teleport through fences, so they are not foolproof
against them.

CRAFTING AND USING A FENCE GATE

You cannot walk through a fence without a gate. Fence gates are
essential for creating entry points.

Recipe for a Fence Gate
To make one fence gate, you need:

2 planks (same type as the fence)
4 sticks

Place in the crafting grid: sticks in the first and third columns (all
three rows) and planks in the middle column (rows 1 and 3,
leaving the middle row empty). This yields one gate.

Opening and Closing
Right-click (or use the interact button) on a fence gate to open or
close it. When open, it rotates horizontally and allows passage.
Gates  connect  to  adjacent  fences  on  the  sides,  acting  as  a
movable segment.

Gate Placement Tips
Place  gates  between  two  fence  posts.  They  will  attach
automatically. You can also use double gates for wider entrances
by placing two gates side by side – they will open in opposite
directions.

PRACTICAL USES FOR FENCES

Now that you know how to make a fence, put them to work in
these scenarios.
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Animal Pens
Fencing in  a  field  or  pen keeps cows,  sheep,  pigs,  and chickens
from wandering away. Make sure the enclosure is fully enclosed
(no gaps) and at least two blocks tall  if  you want to prevent
jumping. Use a gate for entry. Add hay bales to breed animals
inside the pen.

Mob Protection
Surround your  house or  village with fences to  keep zombies,
skeletons, and creepers at bay. Combine with torches for lighting
to prevent spawns inside the perimeter. Fences also stop players
from falling off cliffs or balconies.

Decorative Fencing
Use fences to line paths, create garden borders, or build railings
for  bridges.  Combine  different  wood  types  for  patterns.  Nether
brick  fences  add  a  dark,  medieval  touch.

Farming and Crop
Protection
Fences can protect crops from trampling by mobs or players.
However, note that fences do not spread water – you still need

water sources or channels. Use them to mark rows.

Redstone and Elevator
Designs
Fences  can  be  used  in  some redstone  contraptions  as  block
update  detectors  (e.g.,  a  fence  post  changes  shape  when
adjacent  blocks  change).  They  also  serve  as  bubble  column
elevators when placed inside water columns.

COMMON MISTAKES WHEN MAKING FENCES

Avoid these pitfalls to save time and resources.

Using Wrong Materials
Some players try to use fence gates in place of fences – they are
different  blocks.  Also,  remember  that  the  fence  recipe  requires
two planks and four sticks for three fences – not planks and logs.

Gaps in Enclosures
A single missing fence block can let animals or mobs escape.
Always double-check corners and gates. Also, fence gates when
closed still have a small gap at the top – but that’s the same
height as the fence so it’s safe.
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Fire Hazard
Wood  fences  catch  fire.  Keep  them  away  from  lava,  campfires,
and  lightning  (if  you  want  extra  safety,  use  nether  brick  or
warped/crimson fences).

Misunderstanding Hitboxes
Fences have a collision box that is slightly smaller than a full
block. Players can sometimes squeeze through if there’s a slope
or a half-block. For tight security, use walls instead (which are
one block tall and have different physics).

ADVANCED TIPS AND TRICKS

Enhance your fencing skills with these pro-level insights.

Connecting Fences to Walls
Fences can join with cobblestone walls and other wall-type blocks
seamlessly. This allows for mixed-material barriers.

Piston Compatibility

Fences can be pushed by pistons, but they will break if pulled by
sticky pistons. Use this to create movable gates or traps.

Lighting Inside Fenced
Areas
To  prevent  hostile  mobs  from  spawning  in  your  pen,  place
torches, lanterns, or glowstone at regular intervals. Fence posts
themselves do not emit light.

Hidden Entrances
Combine  fences  with  trapdoors  or  pressure  plates  to  create
secret doors. For example, a fence gate controlled by a redstone
circuit can act as an automated entrance.

CONCLUSION

Learning  how  to  make  a  fence  in  Minecraft  opens  up
countless  building  possibilities.  From  simple  animal  pens  to
elaborate defense systems, fences are a staple block


