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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR GATEWAY
TO A STUNNING
OUTDOOR SPACE

There  is  something
deeply satisfying about
stepping into a garden
t h a t  f e e l s  b o t h
b e a u t i f u l  a n d
f u n c t i o n a l .  F o r
d e c a d e s ,  Better
Homes And Gardens
garden  ideas  have
inspired  homeowners
to  transform  their
outdoor  areas  into
personal  sanctuaries.

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
w o r k i n g  w i t h  a
sprawling  backyard  or
a  compact  city  patio,
the  principles  behind
these  designs  remain
the  same:  create  a
space  that  invites
relaxation,  encourages
growth,  and  reflects
your  unique  style.  In
this  article,  we  will
explore  how  you  can
br ing  those  same
principles to life in your
own garden.

UNDERSTANDING
THE BETTER
HOMES AND
GARDENS

https://app.ardentx.com/
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PHILOSOPHY

The  Better  Homes
And Gardens garden
ideas  approach  is
rooted  in  practicality
and  beauty.  It  is  not
about  following  strict
rules, but rather about
understanding  basic
design  concepts  that
make  a  garden  feel
cohesive  and  inviting.
A t  i t s  c o r e ,  t h i s
philosophy emphasizes
b a l a n c e ,  c o l o u r
harmony,  and  the
thoughtful  placement
o f  p l a n t s  a n d
structures.

Balance
and
Proportio
n
A well-designed garden
feels grounded. This is

achieved by balancing
different  elements
s u c h  a s  h e i g h t ,
texture, and colour. For
example,  pairing  tall
ornamental  grasses
wi th  low-growing
perennials  creates
visual  interest  without
overwhelming the eye.
The  same  principle
applies to hardscaping:
a large stone pathway
should  be  balanced
with  softer  plantings
along  its  edges.

Colour
Harmony
Colour  is  one  of  the
most powerful tools in
any gardener's palette.
The  Better  Homes
And Gardens garden
ideas  often  rely  on
complementary  or
ana logous  co lour
s c h e m e s .  A
m o n o c h r o m a t i c
p a l e t t e ,  s u c h  a s
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vary ing  shades  of
purple  and  lavender,
can  create  a  calming
effect. In contrast, bold
pops  o f  ye l l ow  o r
orange  against  deep
green  fo l iage  add
energy and warmth.

Functiona
lity First
Every  garden  should
s e r v e  a  p u r p o s e .
Whether  you  want  a
space for entertaining,
a  quiet  reading  nook,
or  a  vegetable  patch,
the  des ign  should
suppor t  that  use .
Functional  pathways,
well-placed  seating,
and  easy  access  to
water  sources  are  all
hallmarks of thoughtful
garden planning.

KEY ELEMENTS OF
BETTER HOMES

AND GARDENS
GARDEN DESIGN

T o  b r i n g  B e t t e r
Homes And Gardens
garden ideas to life, it
helps  to  understand
the  core  components
t h a t  m a k e  t h e s e
gardens  so  appealing.
These  elements  work
together  to  create  a
space  that  feels  both
intentional and natural.

Layered
Planting
Layering is a technique
w h e r e  p l a n t s  o f
different  heights  and
textures  are  arranged
in tiers. Tall  plants go
in the back or centre,
medium  plants  in  the
m i d d l e ,  a n d  l o w -
growing  plants  in  the
front.  This  creates
depth and makes even
a  small  garden  feel
lush  and  full.  Using
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evergreen shrubs as a
backdrop ensures year-
round  structure,  while
seasonal  flowers  add
changing  colour.

Focal
Points
A focal point draws the
eye  and  anchors  the
garden.  It  could  be  a
striking  tree,  a  water
feature,  a  piece  of
garden art,  or  even a
beautifully  planted
container. The key is to
choose  one  or  two
focal  points  and  build
the rest of the garden
around  them.  Too
many focal  points can
make  the  space  feel
cluttered.

Hardscapi

ng with
Purpose
Paths,  patios,  walls,
and  trellises  are  the
bones of the garden. In
Better  Homes  And
Gardens  garden
ideas,  hardscaping  is
c h o s e n  f o r  b o t h
d u r a b i l i t y  a n d
aesthetics.  Natural
stone, brick, or treated
wood can add warmth
and  texture.  Curved
pathways  often  feel
more  invit ing  than
straight  ones,  leading
visitors gently through
the space.

PLANNING YOUR
GARDEN WITH
BETTER HOMES
AND GARDENS
PRINCIPLES

Before you dig a single
hole, take time to plan.
Good  planning  saves



Better Homes And Gardens Garden Ideas 5

5

t ime,  money ,  and
frustration  later.  Here
i s  a  s tep -by - s tep
approach  inspired  by
Better  Homes  And
Gardens  garden
ideas .

Assess
Your
Space
Start by mapping your
garden. Note the areas
that get full sun, partial
shade, and full  shade.
Also, consider soil type,
drainage,  and  wind
e x p o s u r e .  T h i s
information  will  guide
your plant choices and
layout decisions.

Define
Your

Zones
Think  about  how  you
w a n t  t o  u s e  t h e
g a r d e n .  C o m m o n
zones  include:

Entertainment
area for dining
or gatherings
Relaxation
zone with
comfortable
seating and
shade
Vegetable or
herb garden
near the kitchen
Play area for
children or pets
Wildlife
corridor with
native plants to
attract birds and
butterflies

Assign  each  zone  a
locat ion  based  on
s u n l i g h t  a n d
convenience.
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Create a
Visual
Plan
Sketch a rough layout
or use a garden design
app. Mark where paths,
beds,  and  structures
will  go.  This  does  not
have to be perfect, but
i t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u
visualize  the  final
result and avoid costly
mistakes.

BETTER HOMES
AND GARDENS
GARDEN IDEAS
FOR EVERY SPACE

No matter  the size or
shape of your outdoor
area, there are Better
Homes And Gardens
garden ideas that can
work  for  you.  Let  us
look at some common
scenarios.

Small
Urban
Gardens
Limited space does not
mean  limited  style.
Vertical gardening is a
game-changer  for
s m a l l  a r e a s .  U s e
trellises,  wall-mounted
planters,  or  hanging
b a s k e t s  t o  a d d
greenery  w i thout
taking  up  floor  space.
Choose  compact  plant
varieties  like  dwarf
hydrangeas,  miniature
roses, or trailing ivy. A
small  bistro  table  and
two chairs can create a
cosy dining spot.

Suburban
Family
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Gardens
For  larger  spaces,
cons ider  creat ing
distinct rooms. A lawn
for children to play on,
a  p a v e d  a r e a  f o r
barbecues ,  and  a
secluded corner with a
b e n c h  f o r  q u i e t
moments .  Better
Homes And Gardens
garden  ideas  often
incorporate  a  mix  of
ornamental and edible
plants,  so  do  not  be
afraid  to  tuck  a  few
tomato  plants  among
the flowers.

Country
or Rural
Gardens
If  you  have  plenty  of
land, embrace a more
naturalistic  style.  Use
n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,
wildflower  meadows,

and winding paths that
encourage exploration.
A  vegetable  garden
can be both productive
a n d  d e c o r a t i v e ,
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
bordered  with  herbs
and  flowers.  Adding  a
small pond or birdbath
attracts local wildlife.

PLANT SELECTION
AND
ARRANGEMENT
TIPS

Choosing  the  right
plants is central to any
successful  garden.
Here are some tips that
a l ign  wi th  Better
Homes And Gardens
garden ideas.

Start with
a Strong
Framewo



8

8 Better Homes And Gardens Garden
Ideas

2022-07-03

rk
Evergreens,  shrubs,
and small trees provide
structure  and  interest
all  year  round.  They
are  the  backbone  of
the garden. Once these
a r e  i n  p l a c e ,  a d d
perennials  that  come
back  year  after  year,
followed by annuals for
seasonal colour.

Mix
Textures
and
Shapes
A garden with only one
type of plant can look
flat.  Combine  broad
leaves  with  fine
fo l i age ,  r ounded
shapes  wi th  sp iky
forms.  For  instance,
pair the bold leaves of

h o s t a s  w i t h  t h e
del icate  f ronds  of
ferns.  This  contrast
adds  visual  depth.

Consider
Bloom
Times
Plan  for  continuous
bloom  from  spring  to
autumn.  Early  bulbs
l ike  c rocuses  and
daffodils  give  way  to
summer perennials like
coneflowers  and
daylilies,  followed  by
autumn  asters  and
sedums.  This  ensures
your  garden  always
has something to offer.

SEASONAL
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR YOUR GARDEN

A  garden  that  looks
good in one season is
n ice,  but  one  that
shines all year is truly



Better Homes And Gardens Garden Ideas 9

9

special. Better Homes
And Gardens garden
ideas  emphas i ze
seasonal  planning.

Spring
Focus  on  early  colour
and fresh growth. Plant
bulbs in autumn for a
spring  display.  Add
flowering  trees  like
cherry or dogwood for
structure and beauty.

Summer
This is the time for bold
colour and lush growth.
Keep up with watering
and  deadheading  to
e n c o u r a g e  m o r e
blooms.  Container
plants  can  be  moved
around  to  refresh  the
look.

Autumn
Embrace  warm  tones
like  gold,  rust,  and
deep  red.  Ornamental

g r a s s e s ,
chrysanthemums,  and
maple  trees  provide
s tunn ing  au tumn
colour.  This  is  also  a
good time to plant new
shrubs and trees.

Winter
Even in colder months,
a  garden  can  have
c h a r m .  F o c u s  o n
evergreens ,  bark
textures, and structural
elements  like  arbours
or  b i rd  feeders .  A
dusting  of  snow  on
bare  branches  can be
beautiful.

ADDING PERSONAL
TOUCHES AND
DECOR

Your  garden  should
feel  like  an  extension
of your home. Personal
t o u c h e s  m a k e  i t
unique. Here are some
ideas  insp i red  by
Better  Homes  And
Gardens  garden
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ideas .

Garden
Art and
Accessori
es
Scu lp tu res ,  w ind
chimes, colourful pots,
and  garden  flags  add
personality.  Choose
items  that  reflect  your
taste and complement
the  overall  design.  A
whimsical birdhouse or
a  elegant  sundial  can
become  a  cherished
focal  point.

Comforta
ble
Seating
A garden is only useful
i f  you  can  enjoy  it .

Invest  in  comfortable
seating  that  suits  the
style  of  your  home.
Cushioned  benches,
Adirondack chairs, or a
simple  hammock  can
turn your garden into a
true retreat.

Lighting
for
Ambiance
O u t d o o r  l i g h t i n g
extends the usability of
your  garden  into  the
evening.  String  lights,
lanterns,  and  solar
path  lights  create  a
warm  and  invi t ing
a tmosphe re .  Use
lighting  to  highlight
k e y  p l a n t s  o r
architectural features.

Water
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Features
The sound of  trickling
water adds a soothing
element to any garden.
A  small  fountain,  a
birdbath, or a pond can
become  a  focal  point
and  attract  wildlife.
Water  features  also
help  mask  unwanted
noise  from  traffic  or
neighbours.

MAINTENANCE
TIPS FOR A
LASTING GARDEN

A  beautiful  garden
requires ongoing care.
Fortunately,  many
Better  Homes  And
Gardens  garden
ideas  are  designed
with  low  maintenance
in mind. Here are some
practical tips.

Mulch for

Health
and
Beauty
Mulch  suppresses
w e e d s ,  r e t a i n s
moisture,  and  adds  a
polished look to beds.
Use  organic  mulches
l i ke  bark  ch ips  o r
compost,  which  break
down  and  enrich  the
soil over time.

Water
Wisely
Water deeply and less
f r e q u e n t l y  t o
encourage  strong  root
growth.  Early  morning
is  the  best  t ime  to
water,  as  it  reduces
evaporation and allows
leaves  to  dry  before
nightfall,  preventing
disease. Drip irrigation
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systems  are  efficient
and  easy  to  install.

Prune
with
Purpose
Regular pruning keeps
plants  healthy  and
shapely. Remove dead
or  crossing  branches,
and  thin  out  crowded
growth to  improve air
circulation.  Prune  at
the right time for each
plant  species to avoid
cutting  off  next  year's
flowers.

Feed Your
Soil
Healthy  soi l  is  the
foundation of a thriving
garden.  Add  compost
annual ly ,  and  use
organic  fertilisers  as
needed. Test your soil

every  few  years  to
check pH and nutrient
levels ,  and  adjust
accordingly.

CONCLUSION:
CULTIVATE YOUR
OWN SANCTUARY

B r i n g i n g  B e t t e r
Homes And Gardens
garden  ideas  into
your  own  outdoor
space  is  about  more
than  just  fol lowing
trends.  I t  is  about
creating  a  place  that
n o u r i s h e s  y o u ,
connects  you  with
nature, and brings joy
to  everyday life.  Start
with  a  clear  vision,
choose  plants  and
materials that suit your
environment, and don't
be afraid  to  add your
personal touch. A well-
planned  garden  is  a
living work of art that
changes  w i th  the
seasons  and  grows
r i che r  w i th  t ime .
Whether  you  are  just
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starting out or looking
to  refresh  an  existing
garden,  these  ideas
can help you cultivate
a space that truly feels

l i k e  h o m e .  S t e p
outside,  take  a  deep
breath, and begin your
journey  towards  the
garden of your dreams.


