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INTRODUCTION:

WHY KNOWING
HOW TO CLEAR
CACHE IN CHROME
MATTERS

If you have ever
noticed that your
favorite websites
suddenly look broken,
load slowly, or fail to
update with the latest
content, the culprit is
often a bloated or
corrupted browser
cache. The cache is a
temporary storage
area where Chrome
saves parts of
websites—images,

scripts, and
stylesheets—so that
the next time you visit
those sites, they load
faster. While this
feature is designed to
improve your browsing
experience, over time
the cache can
accumulate outdated
or corrupted files that
lead to display errors,
login issues, or
sluggish performance.
Understanding how to
clear cache in
Chrome is a
fundamental skill for
anyone who uses the
web daily. This article
will guide you through
every method, from
the quick on-the-go
clear to advanced
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troubleshooting,
ensuring your browser
stays fast and your
data remains fresh.

WHAT IS BROWSER
CACHE AND WHY
SHOULD YOU
CLEARIT?

Before diving into the
steps, it helps to know
what the cache
actually does.
Chrome’s cache stores
copies of web
resources locally on
your computer or
phone. When you
revisit a page, Chrome
can load those
resources from the
cache instead of
downloading them
again, which saves
bandwidth and time.
However, this system
has downsides:

e Stale content:
Websites update
frequently. If
Chrome loads an

old cached
version, you
might see
outdated
information or
broken layouts.
Corrupted files:
Sometimes
cached data
becomes
damaged,
causing pages to
fail to load
properly.
Privacy
concerns:
Cached files can
reveal which
sites you have
visited, so
clearing them is
a good privacy
practice when
using shared
computers.
Storage bloat:
Over months, the
cache can
consume several
gigabytes of disk
space, slowing
down your
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system.

By regularly clearing
your cache, you ensure
that Chrome fetches
the latest versions of
websites, freeing up
storage and often
resolving mysterious
browsing issues. Now,
let’s walk through the
exact steps.

HOW TO CLEAR
CACHE IN
CHROME: DESKTOP
VERSION
(WINDOWS, MAC,
LINUX)

Clearing the cache on
a desktop computer is
straightforward. The
following methods
work for Chrome on
Windows, macOS, and
Linux with minimal
variation.

Method
1: The
Quick
Keyboard
Shortcut

The fastest way to
open the <clear
browsing data panel is
by using a keyboard
shortcut. While Chrome
is active, press:

¢ Windows/Linux
: Ctrl + Shift
+ Delete

e Mac: Command +
Shift + Delete

This opens a new tab
labeled “Clear
browsing data.” You
can then proceed to
choose what to delete
and the time range. If
you only want to delete
cached images and



files, make sure the
“Cached images and
files” checkbox is
selected. Deselect
other items like
browsing history and
cookies unless you
want to remove those
as well.

Method
2: Via
Chrome
Settings
Menu

If you prefer using
menus, here is the
step-by-step path:

1. Open Google
Chrome.

2. Click the three
vertical dots
(menu icon) in
the upper-right
corner.

3. Hover over
“More tools”
and then select
“Clear
browsing
data...”

4. Alternatively, you
can go directly to
Settings >
Privacy and
security >
Clear browsing
data

Once the panel opens,
you have two tabs:
Basic and Advanced.
For a simple cache
clear, the Basic tab is
sufficient. Select the
time range (e.g., “Last
hour,” “Last 24 hours,”
“All time"”) and check
only “Cached images
and files.” Then click
the blue “Clear data”
button. If you need a
deeper clean, the
Advanced tab allows
you to also clear
cookies, site data,
passwords, and autofill
data.
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Method

3: Clear
Cache for
a Specific
Time
Range

Sometimes you may
want to clear only
recent cache, not
everything. In the
“Clear browsing data”
panel, use the time
range dropdown.
Options include:

Last hour
Last 24 hours
Last 7 days
Last 4 weeks
All time

Choosing a shorter
range is useful if you
just started

experiencing a
problem after visiting a
specific site. For a
thorough cleanup,
especially before
troubleshooting, select
“All time”.

HOW TO CLEAR
CACHE IN
CHROME: ANDROID
AND 10S MOBILE
VERSIONS

Chrome on mobile
devices also builds up
cache, but the clearing
process differs slightly
from desktop.

On
Android

1. Open the
Chrome app.

2. Tap the three-dot
menu icon (top-
right or bottom-
right depending
on your setup).

3. Select



“Settings”.

. Tap “Privacy
and security”.
. Tap “Clear
browsing
data”.

. You will see a
pop-up with
checkboxes for
Browsing
history,
Cookies and
site data, and
Cached images
and files.

. Select only
“Cached images
and files” (or
keep other
options if
needed).

. Choose a time
range from the
dropdown (the
default is “All
time”).

. Tap the red
“Clear data”
button.

On
IPhone or
IPad (10S)

1.
2.

Open Chrome.
Tap the three-dot
menu at the
bottom of the
screen.

. Tap “Settings”.
. Scroll down and

tap “Privacy”.

. Tap “Clear

Browsing
Data”.

. Ensure “Cached

Images and
Files” is
selected. You can
also select other
items.

. Tap the blue

“Clear
Browsing
Data” button.

HOW TO CLEAR
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CACHE FOR A Right-click on the

SPECIFIC WEBSITE

ONLY (ADVANCED)

Sometimes you do not
want to clear the entire
cache—only the data
for a single
problematic site. This
is possible wusing
Chrome’s Developer
Tools. Here is how:

1. Open the website
you want to fix.
2. Right-click
anywhere on the
page and select
“Inspect” (or
press
Ctrl+Shift+I
/ Cmd+0pt+1I).
3. In the Developer
Tools panel, click
the Application
tab (if you don’t
see it, click the
double arrow
“>>"to find it).
4. In the left
sidebar under
Storage, expand
Cache Storage.

cache entry for
that website and
select “Delete”.
Alternatively, you
can click the
Clear site data
button at the top
of the Storage
pane.

This method is precise
and avoids affecting
other websites. It is
especially handy for
developers or
advanced users testing
changes.

WHAT ABOUT
COOKIES AND SITE
DATA? SHOULD
YOU CLEAR THEM?

When you open the
“Clear browsing data”
panel, you will see
options for cookies and
other site data. While
the main topic is how
to clear cache in
Chrome,

understanding the



difference is important:

e Cookies: Small
files that store
login sessions,
preferences, and
tracking data.
Clearing cookies
will log you out
of most websites
and reset site
settings.

e Cached images
and files: These
are the resources
we have been
discussing.
Clearing them
does not log you
out.

If you are
troubleshooting a
technical issue, try
clearing only the cache
first. If the problem
persists, you may need
to clear cookies as
well. However, be
prepared to re-enter
passwords and
customize your
preferences again.

BONUS: USING
CHROME'S BUILT-
IN “CLEAR CACHE"”
FUNCTION WITH
EXTENSIONS

If you find yourself
needing to clear cache
frequently, several
Chrome extensions can
automate the process.
For example:

e Cache Killer:
Automatically
clears cache
when you
activate it via a
toolbar button.

e Clear Cache:
Provides one-
click clearing
with
customizable
options (time

range, data
types).
These tools are not
necessary for
occasional use, but

they can save time for
web developers or
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power users. Always
download extensions
from the Chrome Web
Store to ensure safety.

COMMON
PROBLEMS AFTER
CLEARING CACHE
AND HOW TO FIX
THEM

After you perform a
cache clear, you may
notice a few temporary
effects:

* Pages load
slightly slower
initially:
Because Chrome
has to re-
download all
resources, the
first few visits to
websites will be
a bit slower. This
is normal and
usually resolves
after a few loads.

* You are logged
out of some
sites: If you
accidentally

cleared cookies
along with cache,
you will need to
sign in again.

e Form autofill
data may be
missing:
Clearing saved
autofill data (if
you selected that
option) will
remove
addresses, credit
cards, etc.

If you want to prevent
unintended

consequences, always
uncheck “Cookies and
other site data” and
“Autofill form data”
unless you specifically
want to remove them.

HOW OFTEN

SHOULD YOU
CLEAR YOUR
CACHE?

There is no one-size-
fits-all answer. It
depends on your
browsing habits. Here



are some general
guidelines:

e Occasional
users: Clearing
once a month is
sufficient.
Heavy users
who visit many
sites daily:
Every two weeks
can help
maintain
performance.

e Troubleshootin
g: Clear
immediately if
you encounter a
website that
appears broken
or outdated.
Privacy-
conscious
users on
shared
computers:
Clear cache and
cookies after
each session.

Over-clearing can
actually be
counterproductive

10

because it forces
Chrome to re-download
resources frequently,
increasing bandwidth
usage. Balance is key.

ALTERNATIVES TO
CLEARING CACHE:
HARD REFRESH
AND INCOGNITO
MODE

If you only need to
refresh a specific page

without deleting
everything, you can try
a “hard refresh”

instead of clearing the
entire cache:

e Windows/Linux
: Press Ctrl +
F5orCtrl +
Shift +R.

e Mac: Press Cmd
+ Shift + R.

A hard refresh tells
Chrome to ignore the
cache for that one
page and reload
everything fresh. It's
faster and less

10
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disruptive than a full
cache clear.

Another alternative is
using Incognito Mode
(private browsing). In
Incognito, Chrome
does not use the
existing cache for that
session. This is useful
for testing if a problem
is related to cached
data: just open the site
in an Incognito window.
If it works fine there,
the issue is likely

11

cache-related in your
normal profile.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to clear
cache in Chrome is
one of the most
practical
troubleshooting skills
for any internet user.
Whether you are
dealing with a stubborn
website that refuses to
update, a cluttered
browser that eats up



