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INTRODUCTION: WHY MAKE
GOOGLE YOUR HOMEPAGE ON
MAC?

Your  browser’s  homepage  is  the  first
thing you see every  time you open a
new  window  or  start  your  browsing
session.  For  most  people,  that  page
should be fast, familiar, and functional.
Google’s  search  engine  is  the  most

widely  used  gateway  to  the  internet,
offering  instant  access  to  web  results,
images, maps, news, and more. Setting
Google as your homepage on Mac
ensures that every time you launch your
browser or click the home button, you
land directly on the search engine you
trust.  Whether  you  are  a  student,  a
remote  worker,  or  a  casual  user,
knowing  how to  make Google  your
homepage  on  Mac  saves  seconds
every day and streamlines your online
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routine.
This  guide  will  walk  you  through  the
process in every major browser available
on  macOS:  Safari,  Google  Chrome,
Mozilla Firefox, and Microsoft Edge. We’ll
also  cover  troubleshooting  tips  and
provide additional customization options
so  you  can  get  the  most  out  of  your
browsing experience. By the end of this
article, you’ll have a clear, step‑by‑step
understanding of how to set Google as
your  homepage  on  a  Mac,  no  matter
which browser you prefer.

SETTING GOOGLE AS YOUR
HOMEPAGE IN SAFARI ON A MAC

Safari is the default browser on macOS,
and Apple has designed it to be fast and
energy‑efficient.  Changing  the
homepage  in  Safari  is  straightforward,

but the steps vary slightly depending on
your  version  of  macOS.  The  following
methods  work  for  Safari  14  and  later
(macOS  Catalina,  Big  Sur,  Monterey,
Ventura, and Sonoma).

Method 1: Using
Safari
Preferences

Open Safari on your Mac.1.
Click Safari in the menu bar2.
(top‑left corner of your screen) and
select Preferences (or press
Command + ,).
Go to the General tab.3.
Locate the field labeled4.
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Homepage.
Type or paste5.
https://www.google.com into
that field.
Next to the Homepage field, you’ll6.
see a dropdown menu labeled
New windows open with.
Choose Homepage from that list.
Similarly, set the dropdown New7.
tabs open with to Homepage (if
you want new tabs to also display
Google).
Close the Preferences window.8.
Your changes are saved
automatically.

Method 2: Using
the Home
Toolbar Button
If you prefer using a visual button, you
can  enable  the  Home  toolbar  icon  in
Safari:

While in Safari, go to View in the1.
menu bar, then select Customize
Toolbar…
A sheet will appear with a set of2.
icons. Drag the Home icon (it
looks like a small house) to your
toolbar.
Click Done.3.
Now, whenever you click the home4.
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icon (or press Command + Shift
+ H), Safari will take you directly
to Google.

Once you have completed these steps,
you have successfully made Google your
homepage in Safari. You can test it by
opening a new window or pressing the
home button.

HOW TO MAKE GOOGLE YOUR
HOMEPAGE IN GOOGLE CHROME
ON MAC

Chrome  is  another  extremely  popular
browser  on  macOS.  Its  homepage
settings are equally simple, though the
menu  paths  differ  slightly  from  Safari.
Follow these instructions to set Google
as your home page in Chrome:

Setting the
Homepage and
Startup Page

Launch Chrome on your Mac.1.
Click the three‑dot menu icon in2.
the top‑right corner and select
Settings.
In the left sidebar, click3.
Appearance.
Look for the section Show Home4.
button. Toggle it on if it is not
already enabled.
Below that toggle, you will see a5.
text field labeled Enter custom
web address. Type or paste
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https://www.google.com.
Now, scroll to the On startup6.
section (also in Settings).
Select the radio button Open a7.
specific page or set of pages.
Click Add a new page and enter8.
https://www.google.com.
Then click Add.
You can remove any other startup9.
pages if desired.

With  these  settings,  Chrome will  open
Google  every  time  you  launch  the
browser or click the home button. The
process  is  intuitive  and  takes  only  a
minute.

Additional
Chrome Tip: Use
the “Home”
Keyboard
Shortcut
After enabling the home button, you can
also press Command + Shift + H  to
jump to your  homepage.  This  shortcut
works in Chrome, Safari, and most other
browsers on Mac.

SETTING GOOGLE AS YOUR
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HOMEPAGE IN MOZILLA FIREFOX
ON MAC

Firefox  users  on  Mac  can  also  easily
configure  their  homepage to  be  Google.
The  steps  have  remained  consistent
across  recent  Firefox  versions:

Using Firefox
Preferences

Open Firefox on your Mac.1.
Click the hamburger menu (three2.
horizontal lines) in the top‑right
corner and choose Settings.
In the left panel, select Home.3.
Under New Windows and Tabs,4.
locate the dropdown for
Homepage and new windows.

Choose Custom URLs… from the5.
dropdown.
In the text box that appears, type6.
https://www.google.com.
For New tabs, you have the7.
option to set them to your
homepage as well. Choose
Homepage from the
corresponding dropdown if you
want all new tabs to open Google.
Your changes are saved8.
automatically.

Alternative:
Using the Home
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Button
Firefox also includes a home button on
the toolbar by default. If you don’t see it,
you  can  customize  the  toolbar  by
right‑clicking  an  empty  area  and
selecting  Customize  Toolbar…  then
dragging the home icon to your toolbar.
Once  configured,  you  can  press
Command + Shift  +  H  or  click  the
home icon to return to Google instantly.

MAKING GOOGLE YOUR
HOMEPAGE IN MICROSOFT EDGE
ON MAC

Microsoft Edge is built on Chromium, so
its settings are very similar to Chrome’s.
If you are using Edge on your Mac, here
is how to set Google as your homepage:

Open Edge on your Mac.1.
Click the three‑dot menu2.
(top‑right) and select Settings.
In the left sidebar, click Start,3.
home, and new tabs.
Under Home button, toggle the4.
switch to On if it isn’t already.
Select the option Enter a URL and5.
type https://www.google.com.
Under When Edge starts, choose6.
Open a specific page or pages.
Click Add a new page, enter7.
https://www.google.com, and
click Add.
You can also manage your new tab8.
page behavior in the same section,
though the default new tab page is
separate from the homepage.

After  following  these  steps,  Edge  will
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display Google as your homepage when
you click the home button or launch the
browser (if you set the startup page).

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES WHEN SETTING GOOGLE
AS HOMEPAGE ON MAC

Sometimes you may follow all the steps
but  st i l l  not  see  Google  as  your
homepage.  Below  are  a  few  common
problems and their fixes:

Changes Not
Saving

Browser permissions: Ensure
your browser has permission to
write preferences. Try restarting

the browser after making changes.
Third‑party extensions: Certain
extensions, especially “new tab”
replacements, can override your
homepage settings. Disable such
extensions temporarily to test.
Profile corruption: If your user
profile is corrupted, settings may
not persist. Create a new browser
profile and set the homepage
again.

Home Button Not
Showing

In Safari, you need to manually
enable the home button via View
> Customize Toolbar.
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In Chrome, go to Settings >
Appearance and toggle on Show
Home button.
In Firefox, the home button is
usually visible by default. If not,
customize the toolbar.
In Edge, confirm the home button
toggle is turned on in Settings.

Google Page Not
Loading

Check your internet connection.
Make sure you typed the correct
URL: https://www.google.com
(note the “www” and the “https”).
If you are behind a corporate or
school network, your network

administrator may have blocked
Google. Contact your IT
department for assistance.

WHY SET GOOGLE AS YOUR
HOMEPAGE? BENEFITS AND
PRODUCTIVITY TIPS

Beyond  the  simple  convenience  of
having your favorite search engine one
cl ick  away,  making  Google  your
homepage offers several advantages:

Speed: You skip the “start page”
or browser default and go straight
to the tool you need.
Familiarity: Google’s minimalist
interface helps you focus on the
search bar without distractions.
Customization: Once Google is
your homepage, you can
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personalize your search
experience with extensions,
themes, and shortcuts.
Consistent experience across
devices: If you use Chrome or
another browser on multiple
devices, syncing your settings
ensures Google is your homepage
everywhere.

Additional
Productivity Tip:
Use Google’s

“I’m Feeling
Lucky”
If  you  often  need  quick  access  to  a
specific  site  or  search  feature,  you  can
set your homepage to a Google search
URL with a custom query. For example,
https://www.google.com/search?q
=weather  wil l  show  the  weather
forecast  directly.  This  works  for  any
search  term  and  can  save  you  extra
clicks.

SETTING GOOGLE AS YOUR
HOMEPAGE ON MAC: A SUMMARY
FOR POWER USERS

I f  you  are  comfortable  with  the
command line or want a more advanced
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method,  you  can  also  edit  browser
preference  files  manually.  However,  for
nearly all users, the graphical methods
described above are sufficient and safer.
Remember  that  the  steps  for  how to
make  Google  your  homepage  on
Mac  are essentially the same for each
browser: locate the homepage setting in
preferences, type the Google URL, and
optionally enable the home button. The
process is quick, reversible, and does not

require any technical expertise.

CONCLUSION

Knowing  how to make Google your
homepage on Mac is a small but highly
effective  way  to  personalize  your
browsing environment. Whether you use
Safari,  Chrome,  Firefox,  or  Edge,  the
configuration  takes  less  than  two
minutes  and  pays  off  every  time  you
open a new window or tab. By following
the step‑by‑step


