John Deere La 115 Owners 1

John Deere La 115 Owners

Downloaded from

app.ardentx.com by
Jaylen & Blaze

John Deere La 115
Owners

WHY THE JOHN DEERE LA115
REMAINS A POPULAR CHOICE
FOR HOMEOWNERS

For many homeowners, the John Deere
LA115 represents an ideal balance of
reliability, affordability, and
performance. This lawn tractor, part of
John Deere's 100 Series, has become a
staple in suburban and rural
neighborhoods across North America.
Whether you are a first-time tractor
owner or a seasoned lawn care
enthusiast, understanding the nuances
of this machine can significantly
enhance your ownership experience.
This article is designed to provide a
thorough, practical guide for John Deere
LA115 owners, covering everything from
routine maintenance and common
troubleshooting to valuable upgrades
and community resources. By the end,
you will have a deeper appreciation for
what makes this model a steadfast
workhorse and how to keep it running
smoothly for years to come.

KEY FEATURES AND
SPECIFICATIONS OF THE JOHN
DEERE LA115

The John Deere LA115 is powered by a
20-horsepower Briggs & Stratton Intek
single-cylinder engine. This engine
provides sufficient torque to handle
typical residential mowing tasks,
including tall grass and uneven terrain.
The tractor features a 46-inch Edge

cutting deck, which offers a wide cutting
path that helps reduce mowing time. The
deck is designed with deep stamped
steel construction for durability and
includes a washout port for easy
cleaning from the top side. Another
standout feature for John Deere LA115
owners is the sector-and-pinion steering
system, which delivers responsive
handling and a tight turning radius,
making it easier to navigate around
flower beds, trees, and landscaping
features. The hydrostatic transmission
allows for smooth, no-clutch speed
control, enabling operators to focus on
mowing rather than shifting gears. With
a top speed of approximately 5.5 miles
per hour forward, the LA115 strikes a
practical balance between efficiency and
safety.

Understanding
the 46-Inch Edge

Cutting Deck

The 46-inch Edge cutting deck is one of
the most appreciated components on
the LA115. It is designed with a stamped
deep-deck profile that promotes superior
airflow, which helps the grass stand
upright for a cleaner cut before the
blades pass over it. For John Deere
LA115 owners who maintain larger
lawns, this deck size is a sweet spot —
wide enough to cover ground quickly but
narrow enough to fit through standard
gates and into fenced backyards. The
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deck also features adjustable cutting
heights, ranging from 1 to 4 inches,
allowing operators to customize their cut
based on grass type and seasonal
conditions. Periodic leveling of the deck
is essential to ensure an even cut. When
properly maintained, this deck can
provide years of dependable service.
Owners should regularly inspect the
deck for signs of wear, such as cracks
around the spindle housings, and
promptly replace any damaged parts to
preserve cutting quality.

ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE FOR
JOHN DEERE LA115 OWNERS

Consistent and thorough maintenance is
the cornerstone of long-term lawn
tractor ownership. The John Deere LA115
is built to withstand regular use, but
neglect can lead to costly repairs and
downtime. A structured maintenance
schedule, aligned with operating hours,
is highly recommended for all John
Deere LA115 owners.

Engine Oll
Changes: The
Lifeline of Your
Tractor

The engine oil in your LA115 should be
changed after the first five hours of use
on a new tractor, and thereafter every
50 hours or annually, whichever comes
first. Using SAE 10W-30 or SAE 30 weight
oil, depending on the ambient
temperature, is recommended. Always
refer to the owner’s manual for the most
current specifications. To change the oil,
warm the engine slightly, then remove

the drain plug located under the front of
the tractor. Allow the oil to drain
completely, replace the plug, and refill
with the appropriate quantity of fresh oil.
A clean oil filter should also be replaced
during each oil change. For John Deere
LA115 owners who use their tractor in
dusty conditions, more frequent oil
changes may be necessary to prevent
sludge buildup and engine wear.

Air Filter and
Spark Plug Care

The air filter on the LA115 prevents dirt
and debris from entering the engine. A
clogged air filter reduces engine
performance, increases fuel
consumption, and can cause hard
starting. Inspect the air filter every 25
hours of operation and replace it
annually or sooner if it appears dirty.
Similarly, the spark plug should be
checked and replaced once per season
or every 100 hours. A worn spark plug
can cause misfires, rough idling, and
difficulty starting. Using a properly
gapped spark plug from the owner's
manual ensures reliable ignition. John
Deere LA115 owners should consider
carrying a spare spark plug and air filter
during peak mowing season, especially if
they operate on large properties where a
sudden breakdown would be
inconvenient.

Blade
Maintenance and
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Sharpening

Sharp mower blades are critical for a
clean cut that promotes lawn health. Dull
blades tear the grass rather than cutting
it, leading to brown tips and increased
susceptibility to disease. For the best
results, John Deere LA115 owners should
sharpen their blades at least once per
season or after every 25 hours of
mowing. Removing the blades, grinding
the cutting edge evenly, and balancing
them before reinstallation is important.
An unbalanced blade can cause
excessive vibration, strain the spindle
bearings, and result in an uneven cut.
When replacing blades, always use OEM
or high-quality aftermarket parts
designed for the 46-inch Edge deck. It is
also advisable to replace the blade drive
belt every two to three seasons to
prevent unexpected breakage during
mowing.

Battery and
Electrical System
Checks

The LA115 uses a 12-volt battery to
power the starter and electrical system.
Over time, battery terminals can
corrode, and connections can loosen.
Cleaning the terminals with a wire brush
and applying a thin layer of dielectric
grease helps maintain a strong
connection. If the tractor struggles to
start, especially in cooler weather,
testing the battery voltage with a
multimeter can reveal if a replacement is
needed. A fully charged battery should
read around 12.6 volts. For John Deere
LA115 owners who store their tractor

during winter, using a battery tender or
trickle charger can extend battery life
significantly.

COMMON ISSUES AND
TROUBLESHOOTING FOR JOHN
DEERE LA115 OWNERS

While the LA115 is generally a reliable
machine, owners may occasionally
encounter specific issues. Understanding
these common problems and their
solutions can save time and money, and
keep the tractor operational with
minimal disruption.

Engine Surging
or Stalling

One of the more frequently reported
issues by John Deere LA115 owners is
engine surging, where the engine speed
fluctuates up and down without changes
to the throttle. This symptom is often
linked to a dirty or clogged carburetor,
especially if the tractor has been stored
with fuel in the tank for an extended
period. Ethanol-blended gasoline can
leave deposits that block the carburetor
jets. Cleaning the carburetor thoroughly
or adding a fuel stabilizer during storage
can prevent this issue. Another common
cause is a restricted fuel filter or a
kinked fuel line. Replacing the fuel filter
annually and checking the fuel lines for
cracks or blockages are simple
preventive measures.

Uneven Cutting
or Scalping

An uneven cut can result from several
factors. First, tire pressure should be



URGRADES ANDIiACCESSORHES:s of
the tractor. Uneven tire pressure causes
the deck to tilt, resulting in a lopsided
cut. Second, the mower deck should be
leveled periodically using the adjustable
linkage. If the deck sags or sits too low
at one end, adjusting the hanger
brackets can restore proper alignment.
Additionally, worn or bent blades will
produce an uneven cut. John Deere
LA115 owners should inspect the blades
after striking a rock or stump, as impact
can cause hidden damage that
compromises cut quality. Finally, ensure
the deck drive belt is properly tensioned.
A loose belt can slip, reducing blade
speed and affecting performance.

Transmission
Issues: Slipping
or Lack of Power

The hydrostatic transmission in the
LA115 is designed for smooth operation,
but over time, the transmission fluid can
break down or become contaminated.
Although the transmission is sealed and
does not have a user-serviceable fluid
change interval, some John Deere LA115
owners have found that replacing the
fluid can restore performance in high-
hour tractors. This process requires
careful attention to detail and is best
performed by a qualified technician. A
slipping transmission, where the tractor
fails to move or struggles on inclines,
may indicate worn drive belts or a failing
transmission pump. Checking the drive
belt for wear and ensuring it is correctly
routed is a good starting point for
diagnosis.

FOR ENHANCED PERFORMANCE

Many John Deere LA115 owners enjoy
customizing their tractors with
accessories that improve functionality,
comfort, or convenience. From practical
add-ons to performance enhancements,
there are many options available.

Mulching Kit and
Bagging System

For those who prefer to recycle clippings
back into the lawn, a mulching kit is an
excellent investment. The kit includes a
special blocking plate that fits inside the
deck, allowing the blades to cut the
grass multiple times, resulting in fine
clippings that decompose quickly and
return nutrients to the soil. Alternatively,
a two-bag bagging system, typically with
a capacity of 6.5 or 7.0 bushels, is
available for John Deere LA115 owners
who want a clean, clippings-free lawn.
The bagging system attaches to the rear
of the tractor and uses a chute to direct
clippings into the bags. A metal quick-
attach system makes installation and
removal straightforward.

Sun Canopy and
Comfort
Upgrades

Mowing in direct sunlight for extended
periods can be exhausting. A sun canopy
provides shade and protection from the
elements. John Deere offers a universal
canopy that can be mounted to the
rollover protection structure or the
fender deck. For additional comfort, John
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Deere LA115 owners may consider
upgrading the seat. While the stock seat
is functional, aftermarket high-back
seats with additional cushioning and
suspension can dramatically reduce
fatigue during long mowing sessions.
Armrest kits are also available and can
be added to many aftermarket seats.

Weight and
Traction
Enhancements

If you frequently mow on slopes or in
wet conditions, adding wheel weights or
tire chains can improve traction and
stability. Wheel weights fit onto the rear
rims and add mass directly over the
drive wheels, reducing the risk of
slipping. Tire chains provide aggressive
grip on snow or mud, extending the
usefulness of the tractor beyond the
mowing season. For John Deere LA115
owners who use their tractor for light
towing tasks, such as pulling a lawn cart
or a spreader, these traction aids are
particularly beneficial.

PROPER STORAGE AND
SEASONAL PREPARATION

Storing your John Deere LA115 correctly
between mowing seasons is crucial for
preserving its condition and ensuring a
smooth start when spring arrives. A few
simple steps can prevent many common
issues.

Before storing the tractor for winter, John
Deere LA115 owners should perform a
comprehensive end-of-season service.
This includes changing the engine oil,
replacing the fuel filter, and cleaning or
replacing the air filter. Add a fuel

stabilizer to the tank and run the engine
for a few minutes to circulate it through
the carburetor. This step prevents gum
and varnish deposits from forming.
Disconnect the battery and store it in a
cool, dry place on a battery maintainer.
Clean the mower deck thoroughly to
remove grass clippings and debris, then
apply a light coat of oil or spray-on rust
inhibitor to the underside to prevent
corrosion. Finally, store the tractor in a
sheltered location, such as a garage or
shed, away from moisture and extreme
temperature fluctuations.

When spring arrives, perform a pre-
season check: inspect the battery
charge, verify tire pressure, check the
engine oil level, and reinstall the battery.
A quick visual inspection of all belts and
hoses can reveal cracks or wear. If the
spark plug was not replaced at the end
of the previous season, now is a good
time to install a new one. Starting the
season with fresh fuel and a clean
system sets the stage for reliable
operation throughout the summer
months.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND
SUPPORT FOR JOHN DEERE
LA115 OWNERS

Owning a John Deere LA115 connects
you to a large and active community of
fellow enthusiasts and professionals.
Several online forums, social media
groups, and local dealer networks
provide valuable support and knowledge
sharing. Websites such as
MyTractorForum and the official John
Deere community forums feature
dedicated sections for the 100 Series
tractors. Here, John Deere LA115 owners
can ask questions, share maintenance
tips, and post about their restoration
projects. The collective experience of



these communities is an excellent
resource for troubleshooting rare
problems or identifying compatible
aftermarket parts.

Additionally, your local John Deere dealer
can provide genuine parts, service
manuals, and authorized repair services.
Many dealers also offer seasonal

maintenance clinics where owners can
learn basic repair skills. Using OEM parts
ensures compatibility and longevity,
though many quality aftermarket
alternatives exist for items such as
blades, filters, and belts. For John Deere
LA115 owners who are comfortable with
basic mechanical work, investing in a
service
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