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MASTERING THE
ART OF
APPROVAL: YOUR
ULTIMATE DRAGON
AGE GIFT GIVING
GUIDE

In  the  rich,  sprawling
world of Dragon Age,
your  journey  through
Thedas  is  defined  not
only by the battles you
fight  and  the  choices
you make, but also by
the  relationships  you
cultivate. Whether you
are  navigating  the
political  intrigue  of
Dragon Age: Origins,
the  dark  fantasy  of

Dragon Age II, or the
epic  landscapes  of
D r a g o n  A g e :
Inquis i t ion ,  one
mechanic  remains  a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
character bonding: gift
giving.  A  well-chosen
present  can  unlock
deep  personal  stories,
earn fierce loyalty, and
even  open  romantic
opt ions .  A  poor ly
chosen  one,  however,
can sour a relationship
before it has a chance
t o  b l o o m .  T h i s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Dragon  Age  g i f t
giving guide will walk
y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e
nuances  of  pleasing
your  companions,
ensuring  your  party

https://app.ardentx.com/


2

2 Dragon Age Gift Giving Guide 2024-09-07

stands  united  against
any threat.

Why Gift
Giving
Matters
in Dragon
Age
Gift  giving  in  Dragon
Age is far more than a
s imp le  gamep lay
m e c h a n i c .  I t  i s  a
narrative  tool  that
helps  you  peel  back
the  layers  o f  your
companions.  Each
character comes with a
u n i q u e  h i s t o r y ,
personality, and set of
values.  By  presenting
them with  a  gift  that
a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e i r
interests  or  past,  you
s i g n a l  t h a t  y o u
understand them. This
act of understanding is

central  to  earning
companion approval.
High  approval  unlocks
pe r sona l  ques t s ,
unique  dialogue,  and
power fu l  comba t
bonuses.  Conversely,
ignoring a companion's
interests  or  giving
offensive gifts can lead
t o  d i s a p p r o v a l ,
potentially  causing
them  to  leave  your
party  or  even  betray
you.  Mastering  the
Dragon  Age  gifting
system  is  therefore
essential  for  a  fulfilling
playthrough.

Dragon
Age:
Origins –
Classic
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Gifts for
Classic

Heroes
The game that started
it  all,  Dragon  Age:
Origins,  features  a
straightforward  but
rewarding  approval
s y s t e m .  E a c h
companion has specific
tastes,  and  knowing
what to give them can
turn  a  tense  alliance
i n t o  a  l i f e l o n g
friendship.  Here  is  a
Dragon  Age  g i f t
guide  for  the  core
c o m p a n i o n s  o f
Ferelden.

ALISTAIR: THE
RELUCTANT KING

Alistair,  the  charming
and  slightly  awkward
Grey  Warden,  has  a
soft spot for items that
remind him of his lost

youth  and  s impler
times.  He  appreciates
h u m o r  a n d
sentimentality.  To  win
his favor, look for:
Dragon  Age  g i f t
ideas  for  Alistair:
The  "Small  Nug"  or
"Alistair's  Mother's
Amulet" are key items.
He  also  enjoys  "Black
Licorice  Sticks"  and
"Mabari  Biscuits."
A v o i d  g i v i n g  h i m
anything  that  feels
dark or morbid, as he
prefers  light-hearted
keepsakes.

MORRIGAN: THE
WITCH OF THE
WILDS

Morrigan is a complex
character  who  values
knowledge, power, and
independence. She has
l i t t le  pat ience  for
sent imenta l i ty  or
religious  icons.  Your
Dragon  Age  g i f t
guide  for  her  should
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focus  on  the  arcane
and the natural.
B e s t  g i f t s  f o r
Morrigan:  The  "Gold
Amulet"  and  "Black
Diamond" are excellent
choices. She also loves
"Flemeth's  Grimoire"
a n d  " T h e  F a d e ' s
Sequence . "  G i f t s
related  to  Chantry  or
Andraste will earn you
a sharp rebuke.

LELIANA: THE BARD
OF THE CHANTRY

Leliana  is  a  romantic
and a woman of faith.
S h e  a p p r e c i a t e s
beauty,  artistry,  and
tokens that remind her
of her past as a bard in
O r l a i s .  T o  c h a r m
Lel iana,  you  must
appeal  to  her  senses
and her spirituality.
D r a g o n  A g e
companion  gifts  for
Leliana:  She  adores
"Andraste's  Grace"  (a
flower),  "The  Rose  of
Orlais," and "The Chant

of  Light."  A  "Nug's
P a w "  m i g h t  b e
amusing, but focus on
the  elegant  and  the
devout.

STEN: THE STOIC
QUNARI

Sten is a warrior of the
Qun, and his values are
built  on  duty,  order,
and purpose.  He does
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d
frivolity. Your guide to
Dragon Age gifts for
Sten must be practical
a n d  s y m b o l i c  o f
strength.
What  to  give  Sten:
The  "Sword  o f  the
Beresaad"  is  his  most
prized  gift.  He  also
appreciates  "A  New
Sword" and "The Gifts
of  the  Qun."  Avoid
giving him food, drink,
or  anything  he  might
consider  tr iv ia l  or
decadent.



Dragon Age Gift Giving Guide 5

5

OGHREN: THE
DWARVEN

BERSERKER

O g h r e n  i s  a
straightforward  dwarf
with  a  love  for  ale,
combat, and stories of
valor.  He  is  easy  to
please if you know his
s i m p l e  t a s t e s .  A
Dragon  Age  g i f t
g iv ing  guide  f o r
Oghren is all about the
basics.
Dragon Age gifts for
Oghren:  "Ale"  of  any
kind  is  a  surefire
winner. "The Love of a
Good Woman" (a book)
and "The Poem of the
Grey  Wardens"  also
score  high  points.

Dragon
Age II –

Gifts for a
City's
Champio
ns
In Dragon Age II, the
city  of  Kirkwall  is  a
crucible of conflict, and
your  companions  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
memorab le  in  the
series. Gift giving here
is tied closely to their
personal struggles and
a m b i t i o n s .  T h i s
Dragon  Age  II  gift
guide  will  help  you
n a v i g a t e  t h e
friendships of  Hawke's
inner circle.

VARRIC TETHRAS:
THE STORYTELLER

Varric  is  a  merchant
prince, a rogue, and a
master  storyteller.  He
values  cleverness,



6

6 Dragon Age Gift Giving Guide 2024-09-07

humor, and, above all,
a good story. He is also
a  loyal  f r iend  who
appreciates  loyalty  in
return.
Dragon  Age  g i f t
guide for Varric: The
" D i a m o n d "  i s  a n
excellent  gift  that  he
acknowledges  with
genuine  appreciation.
"The  Merchant's  Guild
Ledger"  and  "A  Nice
Painting" are also good
choices. He enjoys gifts
that  reflect  his
dwarven  heritage  and
his love for narrative.

ISABELA: THE
PIRATE QUEEN

I s abe la  i s  a  f r ee -
spirited  rogue  who
loves  adventu re ,
treasure, and pleasure.
She is greedy but also
has  a  hidden  depth.
Your  Dragon  Age
gifting guide  for  her
should focus on luxury
and freedom.
B e s t  g i f t s  f o r

Isabela:  She  loves
"The Siren's Call," "The
Book of Qunari Poetry,"
a n d  " A  B o t t l e  o f
Antivan Brandy." Gems
and jewels, as well  as
m a p s  t o  b u r i e d
treasure,  will  always
catch  her  eye.

FENRIS: THE
BROODING ELF

Fenris  is  a  tormented
elf  with lyrium tattoos
and a deep hatred for
mages and slavery. He
is  difficult  to  please
because of his trauma.
A  Dragon  Age  gift
gu ide  f o r  F e n r i s
requires  patience  and
empathy.
D r a g o n  A g e
companion  gifts  for
Fenris: He values "The
Gift of the People" and
"A Silverite Ingot." Gifts
that remind him of his
former  master  or  that
p romote  mag i ca l
freedom  will  deeply
offend  him.
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MERRILL: THE
BLOOD MAGE

Merr i l l  i s  a  sweet-
n a t u r e d  b u t
dangerously  curious
D a l i s h  e l f  w h o
experiments with blood
magic  to  restore  her
people's  lost  history.
She values knowledge,
nature,  and her clan's
heritage.
What to give Merrill:
She deeply appreciates
any  piece  of  "Dalish
Paraphernalia,"  "A
Fennec  Carcass,"  or
"The  Eluvian."  She
loves  things  that  are
connec ted  to  he r
history  or  are  simply
beautiful.

AVELINE: THE
GUARD CAPTAIN

A v e l i n e  i s  a  n o -
nonsense  warr io r
dedicated  to  justice
and  o rde r .  She  i s
g r i ev ing  he r  l a te
h u s b a n d  a n d  i s

somewhat  awkward in
social  situations.  Your
Dragon  Age  g i f t
giving  guide  for  her
should be practical and
sincere.
Gifts  for  Aveline:
"The Book of Poetry" is
a surprisingly touching
gift. "A Shield" and "A
Steaming Pile of  Halla
Droppings"  (for  her
horse)  are  also  well-
r e c e i v e d .  A v o i d
a n y t h i n g  o v e r l y
romantic or frivolous.

Dragon
Age:
Inquisitio
n – The
Power of
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Influence
D r a g o n  A g e :
Inquisition  expands
the gift  giving system
i n t o  a  b r o a d e r
influence  mechanic.
While  many  gifts  are
now tied to War Table
missions  and  fetch
quests,  the  emotional
i m p a c t  o f  a
personalized  present
remains  potent.  This
D r a g o n  A g e :
Inquisition gift guide
c o v e r s  t h e  k e y
members of your inner
circle.

CASSANDRA
PENTAGHAST: THE
SEEKER

Cassandra is a warrior
of  faith,  but  she  also
has  a  secret  love  for
romantic  literature.
She  is  strong-willed,
j u s t ,  a n d  d e e p l y
devoted to her duty. To
earn  her  respect  and

friendship, you need to
show  strength  and
understanding.
Dragon  Age  g i f t
ideas for Cassandra:
The "Seeker  of  Truth"
manuscript is her most
iconic  gift.  She  also
appreciates  "Snoufleur
Skins" for her crafting.
Gifts that acknowledge
her faith or her secret
love for smutty novels
will delight her.

SOLAS: THE ELVEN
APOSTATE

Solas  is  a  mysterious
and  highly  intelligent
elven mage with deep
knowledge of the Fade
and the ancient world.
He  values  wisdom,
history, and freedom of
spirit.  A  Dragon Age
gift guide for Solas is
a n  e x e r c i s e  i n
intellectualism.
Best gifts for Solas:
Give  him  "Fen'Harel's
B a n n e r "  o r
"Dirthamen's  Secret"
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to  spark  his  interest.
He  also  enjoys  "Elven
A r t i f a c t s "  a n d
"Hardened  Silverite."
Avoid gifts that glorify
the Chantry or modern
Orlesian culture.

IRON BULL: THE
MERCENARY
CAPTAIN

Iron  Bull  is  a  Qunari
mercenary  who  lives
for  battle,  sex,  and
good  d r i nk .  He  i s
surprisingly  perceptive
and  values  honesty
above  all  else.  Your
D r a g o n  A g e
companion  gifts  for
Bull should be big and
bold.
What  to  give  Iron
Bull:  He  loves  "The
Horn  of  Valhalla"  and
"Inquisitor's  Favorite"
(a  drink).  "Vitaar"  for
h is  horns  is  a lso  a
great choice. Anything
t h a t  i s  p o w e r f u l ,
practical, or associated

with  combat  will  earn
his approval.

DORIAN PAVUS:
THE TEVINTER
ALTUS

Dorian is a charismatic
and  witty  mage  from
the Tevinter Imperium.
He values intelligence,
charm, and a sense of
style.  He  also  carries
deep  pain  regarding
his  family.  To  win  his
heart,  you  need  to
show  him  you  accept
him for who he is.
Dragon Age gifts for
Dorian:  The "Pendant
of  Pavus"  is  a  deeply
personal and important
gift.  "The  Perfectly
Sp iced  Wine"  and
"Imperial  Vestments"
are  also  excellent.  He
appreciates  gifts  that
a r e  e l e g a n t  a n d
refined.

SERA: THE RED
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JENNY

Sera  is  a  chaotic  and
rebel l ious  e l f  who
hates  pointless  rules
and  powerful  people.
She  loves  pranks,
cookies, and sticking it
to the establishment. A
Dragon  Age  gifting
guide  for Sera should
be fun and irreverent.
Best  gifts  for  Sera:
"The Gift of the People"
is a perfect choice. She
also  loves  "The  Elven
Nut"  and "A  Barrel  of
C o o k i e s . "  A v o i d
anything  too  serious,
magical ,  or  elven-
focused.

BLACKWALL: THE
WARDEN

Blackwall is a stoic and
h o n o r a b l e  G r e y
W a r d e n  ( o r  s o  h e
appears)  who  values
d u t y ,  h o n o r ,  a n d
redemption.  He  has  a
strong sense of justice
and  a  fondness  for

woodcarving.
Gifts  for  Blackwall:
He deeply  appreciates
"The  Joining  Kit"  and
"The  Grey  Warden
B a n n e r . "  " A  F i n e
Woodcarving  Tool"  is
also  a  thoughtful  gift.
Anything  tied  to  the
ideals  o f  the  Grey
Wardens  will  resonate
with him.

General
Tips for a
Successfu
l Dragon
Age Gift
Giving
Guide
To truly master the art
of gift giving in Dragon
A g e ,  k e e p  t h e s e
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general  strategies  in
mind:

Pay Attention
to Dialogue:
Your companions
often drop hints
about what they
like or dislike in
casual
conversation.
Listen carefully.
Explore
Everywhere:
Many unique
gifts are hidden
in chests, found
on enemies, or
purchased from
specialized
merchants.
Thorough
exploration is
key.

Don't Hoard
Gifts: Use gifts
early to build
approval and
unlock personal
quests. Waiting
too long can
make the story
feel
disconnected.
Consider the
Recipient's
Background: A
gift that means
nothing to one
character might
be a treasured
memory to
another. Think
about their race,
class, and
personal history.
B


